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PREFACE. 



I OFFEB the foUowing work to public 
notice, with feeltngs of gneat intimidation 
and distrust. To an undertaking, at onoe 
arduous and délicate, I hâve brought none 
of those advantages most iavourable to the 
mechanùm of authorship ; and in a séries of 

uatrated observations, over 'whose dr3'1ie89 

the grâces of fiction shed no extraneotu 
charm, 1 hâve unavoidably been denied the 
time for leisurely composition. For it was ne> 
cessary, from the nature of tbe work (intend- 
ed to reflect the changefiil images of tbe day> 
and in tbeir true character and colouring, 

*' To catch, ifl coula, the Cynthias ofthe miaute)," 
to préserve the passing Êict in the strength 
of its original occurrence ; to forestall anec- 
dote and anticipate détail, ère the rapid 
eurrent of public «vents should force them 
through the varions channels of Society, and 
lessen their value by extending their circu- 
lation. 

Startiug from the post with many abler 
competitors, my object was, if possible, to 
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distance those by timcy if I could not rival 
them in skill; and, in my eflfort to clear the- 
ground, and to arrive^îr^f at the goal, I fear 
I hâve attained my end with more celerity 
than grâce. 

The following pages have'been composed 
between the months of November and 
March, from the heads of a journal, kept 
with , regularity during my résidence in 
France, in the year 1 8 1 6 ; and having bound 
myself to my publîsher to be ready for the 
press before April,* I was obliged to com-* 
pose à trait de piume, to send off the sheeta 
chapter by chapter, without the power of 
detecting répétitions by comparison, and 
without the hope of correction from the pe- 
rusai of proof sheets. Publishing in one 
country, and residing in another, it was not 
to be expected that the press would wait 
upon the chances of wind and tide, for re- 
turns either in or out of coursent 

* The subséquent delay, equally itijurious to the înte-^ 
rest ôf the work, and to the réputation of the author, resta 
entirdy with the publîsher. 

t The errata already discovered are nnmerous and 
vexatious. Such particularly are p. 33, 1. 82, " «oicc" 
for <' boWy'' ând p. 180, I, i. ''epitapfC' for '' epigpaphi' 
whic)^ render the passages utter nonsér^e. 
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To the inaccuracies of haste^ a fault less ex- 
cusable has been added ; I mean the fréquent 
récurrence of French sentences and dialogues^ 
vhich break up and disfigure tbe text ; a fietult 
which arose from my anxiety to give impres- 
sions wïth ail the warmth and vigour with 
whîch I received them ; to préserve the Jvrm 
with the spirit ; to repeat the jargon of the 
court, or tbe cottage, the well-turned point 
of the duchess, or the patois of the peasant» 

as X c^v^gKt at\d took. tbetïi Aovrn'de vive voijf 

in my tablets, or retained and recorded them 
in my journal. While I thus endeavour to 
account for v&ults, I cannot excuse ; and to 
solicit the indulgence of tJmt public from 
whom I bave never experienced severity, I 
make no effort to deprecate profe$$ional cri^ 
tiçism, because I indulge no hope from its 
mercy. There is one review, ai least, which 
mnst necessarily place me under tbe ban of 
its condemnation ; and to which the senti- 
ments and principles scattered through the 
Ibllowing pages (though conceived and ex- 
pressed in feelings the most remote from 
those of local or party policy) will afford an 
abundant source of accusation, as. being fo- 
reign to its own narrow doctrines, and op-^ 
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posed to its own exclusive creed. I mean 
the Quart erly Review. It may look like 
presumption to hope, or even to fear its 
notice ; but /, at least» know by expérience, 
tbsut in the omniscience of its judgment it 
cah stoop 

" To \xeek a buUôfflj upon a wheêl.*? 

It is iiow nearly nine years since that re- 
view selected m€ as an example of its un- 
sparing sèverity ; and, deviating from the 
true object of criticism, màde its strictures 
upon one of the most hastily composed and 
insignificant of my earij/ works a vehicle 
for an unprovoked and wanton attack upon 
the Personal character and principles of the 
author. The skinder thus hurled against a 
young and unprotected female, struggling in 
a path of no ordinary industry and effort, for 
purposes sanctified by the most sacred feel- 
ings of nature, happily fell hurtless. The 
public of an enlightened âge, indulgent to 
the critical errors of pages composed for its 
amusement, under circumstances, not of 
vanity or choice, but of necessity, bas, by its 
éountenancé and feivour, acquitted me of 
those chargies under which I was summoned 
hçfore their awfUHribunal, and which t^nd- 



h 



iad> t4> Itimiah the aoeasad firam ûoeàtij, aud 
terfiTjork* frooi circulalioa: for 'Micen* 
tmtenesa, fnx^flâgacy, kvey^'ence, Masphemy, 
libertirafim, dîslayality, and atbehm/' weœ 
<»> vental errors. Pbeed by ti»t public in 
a dafinite rank amojQtg aiUiiors, ^md in no 
itndistsBguished cirde of society, alike as 
îffoman and as aistbor^ beyond the injury of 
malÂgnant sciirrility, wfaatever form it may 
à^.urae^ I would point out to ihose wbo 

hâve y et to struggle through the arduoUS 

and painfiil career that I hâve ran, the 
^sebleness of unmerited.calumny^ and encou- 
rage those who receive with patience aud r&- 
s^ignatiofî the awards of dignified and legi- 
timate crittcism^ to disregard and contenin 
the anonymous slander with which party 
spirit anus its strictures^ under the veil of 
literary justice. 

In thus recurring to the severe cbastise- 
ment which my early efforts received frora 
the judgmeat of the Quarterly Rcview, it 
Fould be ungrateful to conceal that it placed 

^^ M y> bane m^ antidote at osoe be&fe me," 

and that, in acciuing me of ** llcentiowness* 
prpftigaçy, irrewrence, bladphemy, liber- 
tinism,, disloyalty, and atheism/' it présent* 
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ed a nostrum oi universal efiB.cacy, which wu 
to transform my vices into virtues, and to 
rendet me> in its own words* ^/ not indeed 
a good writer of novels, but a us^uï friend^ 
'di faithful wife, a tender mother^ and a rc-*» 
«pectable and happy mistress of afamïly^^ r. 

To effect this purpose> *^ so devoutly to 
be wished/' it prescribed a simple remedy i 
*^ To purcbase immediately a speiling book^ 
to which, in process of time, might be added 
a pocket dictionary, and to take a few lessons 
in joining-hand ; which^ superadded to a 
little common sensé, in place ôf idle rap^ 
tures,^' were finally to render me that valu- 
able epitome of female excellence, whoa»x 
price Solomon has declared above rubies. i 

While I dénied the crimes thus adminis-^ 
tered to, I took the advice for the sake of 
its results ; and like ^* Cœlebs in search of 
a wife,^' with his ambulating virtues, I set 
forth with my Mavor and my Entick in 
search of that conjugal state, one of the ne- 
cessary qualifications for my future cxcel- 
lencies. With my dictionary in my pocket, 
with my speiling book in one hand, and my 
copper-plate improvements in the other, I 
entered my probation; and |iave at last 



PREFACE* XI 

(thànks to the Quarterly Review) obtained 
the reward <ïf my calligraphie and orthogra^- 
phic acquirements. As it foretold, I am be- 
comCy in spite of the ^* seven deadly sins*' it 
laid to my charge, " not indeed a good 
writer of novels/' but, I trust, '' a respecta 
able/* and, I am snre, " a happy mistress of 
a family/' 

In the fearful prophecy so long made, that 
I should never write a good novel, the Quar- 
terly 3Review, in ils benevolence, will at least 

not be displeased to leam that I bave writ- 
ten some that bave been successful; and that 
while my Glorvinas, Luximas, and Lolottes, 
hâve pleaded my cause at hoiue, like " verjf 
Danielê,^^ they bave been received abroad 
with equal favour and indulgence ; and that 
O^Donnel bas been transmit ted to its author 
in three différent la^iguages. Having thus, 
I hope, settled *^mylong arrear of GRATI- 
TUDE with Alonzo,'^ I am naw ready to 
begin ,a new score ; and await the sentence 
of my quondam judge, in the spirît of one 

^' Who neither eourts nor fears 
His fiivour nor fais hâte.*' 

In a work which bears the sweeping title 
of " France/^ (a titlç adopted by necessity. 
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because noae other was lelt me), it would be 
a strange solecism to omit ail notice of the 
jurisprudence» médical science, and finance 
of tfaat country ; subjects connected with its 
most vital existence» but far beyond my li- 
mited sphère of enquiry. At my request» 
my husband bas undertaken to furnish some 
sketches on thèse points» which form the 
pages of the appendix to the second volume. 
For the authenticity of the great mass of 
anecdotes with which I baye endeavoured to 
r^lieve the weariness of narrative» I can no 
luither vouch» than that I obtained them 
from persons distinguished by their rank, 
talents» and high respectability ; and that I 
give them as I heard them in the saloon or 
the boudoir. I hâve omitted many that 
were doubtful, even though they were amus- 
ing ; and I hâve transcribed few that were 
not corroborated .by persons of very différent 
principles and interests. My object was to 
corne at the truthy and I trust I hâve pretty 
generally succeeded. 
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SECOND EDITION, 



tflJE rapidand uoboped for deiMiid of ftoew 
édition of " France/* within a fcM^ days after the 
publication of the first, together with circumstancea, 
over which I hâve no oontrol, obliges me, oncef 
more, to appeal to the indulgence of the ptiblic, 
to apologize for typograpbical errora, and to notice 
aome hîatorical inaocuracies whicb egcaped my 
observation in the ardonr of a first composition. 

In Book iv. p. 93^, I bave confounded anecdotea of 

/ 

thè two Princes De Condë, who were successively 
imprisoned in the Castle of Vincennes. . It was 
the father of the gftat Condé, whose misfortanes 
originated in the heauiy o/* hiswife, and thepasHm 
cf hU powerful hut unsuccessful rivale Henri IV* It 
Was VA Grand CoNDii*' himself, who wiUd 
awây tlie bonrs of bis captivity by cuUivating 



I 
/ 



éowers thiroligtî the bars of bis prisoii Windoii^ 
wbile bis young ducbess was leadiiig tbe factious 
citîzens of Bourdeiu^ #T(!H tb# ititrepid ery of 
" qui m ainte me iuive.** Wberi tliiâ circumstance 
was related to the illustfiouS prisoner, be laugbing- 
ly observed, "jSfirf uurûU ùru^ gue yarroserots des 
Jleurs, pendant que ma femme fait le guerre.^' 
In Book vii. p. Il6^|hç qame of CARi:fiNAt 

Richelieu id by mistake însetted for that of 

MjfltARtK; mtè by oiiéprrot Lotix3 XIYé af^^éirs 
for'Ltytr:is XlII.iii Bodli viM« p. iiO. 

By ttb mwkward GoitotMioi of tbé ^tkk'^ m/^ 
ib dl^ eoDcAtrdmg pfiMf ncpk Df tbe Firil 8oek:, k 
dhot)M appéaf tteit i etpiewskù n m%9k tbit Ihe 
P^fftMntry &f FfM^I^ ii%bc ^mim9é nmreprmifwûm 
tb<i^ tfere ^âie éA^ &f «odtfty in £ngiknd Bàd.;* 
SexyttanA. . I t»^êt,-^ boutver, tbMt I tbftH not be 
tf^àktt^, Md «bât «be &nx ôrill mot be «ttfibtfted 
tô <^ semiiitieiit «if cbe^iâW ^ bat «9 tbe lôoaeeoi^ 
sfm<:tion g( Cbe pai^agrapii, wbiob indmdes itoom 
tbàtt ^^ «lauirft ; afind wbieh, îa exprefiSiDg 401 bofé 
tbat Ibe FpM«rh peasant wâmy «^y hit ipreëeM 
ittipromi eM(fitîe«i^i inyo^wm 4M jMerMMof a«Kf^ 
tkm^ teibmble €6 itn sufemmly dmt ibat df ibe 
pétillant po^Iâtionof^wlttBfitiài* If theM mtttt 



he an inequality amongst nations, nature aad 
interest, no less than national prlde, most induca 
the bope that the balance may be io favour of thtt 
couDtry, which the heart claitns as its borne. 

For tbe rest : placed at too considérable . ft 
distance from the metropolis, to judge of th« 
ieception tff a book, thus giren, " with ail itS 
imperfectîoo on its head," otberwise than by tbtf 
uneacpected rapidity of its sale, I hâve as yet 
reeceired but few of tfie détails of censure or of 
praise. Few corrections or altérations bare COD- 
sequently been made; aod a second édition of 
" France" is therefore now preseoted lo tbe publie 
with ail the embarrasanent of feeling which 
aûQOmpaoied the publication of the 6rst. 

S. M. 



DubUa, Kildaee Sirett, 

Jtmt isir. 



ISRRATAt 

MMt of tbe foHjmiior EmU, the inévitable conséquence of tbe author*s distaiiee frooi 
tbe preis» nkaterfiny amct tbe sensé, and sbould be curracted befere tbe perusal of tbe 
«■iki otbert. lé« Important, wiU suggest tbeir own correction, and «re tboefbrr left t() 
t^ diacretiott .tf^e reader. 
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PEASANTRY. 

" L'homme doit pouvoir déployer ses fiMolt^ «Hiposer. 
de ses richesBes, pourvoir à ses betioîns, arec une liberté 
entière. L'intérêt général de chaque société, loin d'or> 
donner d'en restreindre l'exercice, dé^id au contraire d'y 
porter atteinte ; et dans cette parUe de l'ordre public, le 
soin d'assurer à chacun les droits qu'il tient de la nature 
est encor« h la fois la seule poliUque utile, le seul devoir de 
la puissance sociale, et le wul droit que la volonté générale 
puisse légitidiement exercer sur les individus." 

CoNDORCET, Pn^rés de l'Esprit; 
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THP PEASANTRY. 

The J^oêaniry hefore the Bebolmdùm^^^^^fmâiitiditùfi 
AsJPeoMniry^ mim^^ ouà af.thfi Raoolmtiorhi^2!ba 

M^kei Day ai Mo^^reffiL-^Pf^ni Pff^§^*TT: 
Morals.^^Domestic Manners and Affèçiiwis.^-^ 
lieligiçn. — Reli^ous Processions. — Popûlar Stt- 
- persfiiions.'^ Diet. — Hospitality, — Me^àïciiy.r^ 
Charity. — Costume.-^Physiognomy.-^The Basque, 
Summctry. 

PôLiTICAL revoiutic»», the inévîMMë re^ 
suit of undue prépondérance in. some drdër 
of th<stateih irhkh it occurt,' preâettts; in 
the moral sttbrersioiv it oceasions, an hMi^ ' 
of thoae fearful symptoms, by ^J^chutttéw 
in hergreàt voVcftnic strugglèg ri^^itt^ feesselP, 

b£ 
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and vioclicates :ber violated laws ; and tbe 
convulsions of disôi^nizing matter beat 
typify the throes and efforts of social and 
political dissolutions. Fermentation works 
alike in both : destructive ^articles are forced 
to the surface : much of 'what is good is 
overwhelmed in the impetuosity of the tor- 
rent : inuch of what is bad reigns paramount 
through its hour of necessary agency. The " 
evil, howèver, whîch caused the explosion 
isiattength-removed; and thèse tumultuous 
actions, subsidtng into quiescence, tenninate 
by aitecessary cauaation in the re-establisli- 
rder. A new form 
; new arrangements 
intary wreck of ex- 
n political, as in na- 
i are inscribed on the 
3nce ; new combina- 
e of human views; 
and new lightsbeam upon the collected mass 
of hifnifin knowlédge, to correct its tbeorieà 
anditp|ç»^tify:its conclusions. , 

i ; Wh«i thf tt^rning âopdsand frightful çx-, 
{^k^jjC^^ pf .yesttyi^s^p</,^I%d,^uin.and.de!>o- 
^t4onpll,,^IK)ery objeçt W;ithin the sphère of 
itn-cpnvulsçd; ?c^qn,, t;Jie plder Pliny was seen 



çiiposiog himself to its vai^ied forma of .d^- 
ger, in th^ cause of^knowledge, ani} ^r:th« 
l?enefit pf hk^ species : his spîrit soariog in 
sublioiity ?ibove the -wfeck of inatter, as na- 
turc, with ail herawful secrets, stood reveàïed 
before him. JBut to the greatest pditical 
explp§^on that time lias ever witnessed, or 
tiistory recorded ; to the révolution of France 
few philosophical;Pliny3 hâve brpught their 
cool , ;ajjd .uûbia^sed scçutiny • .The . event 
whiçh bas sbaken the greatest dynasties ^ of 
the earth, torn the creed of the most power- 
fui religion, subdued opinions coeval Iwith 
record, and weakened ties twisted with the 
vçry instincts of nature, bas rarejy been 
viewed through any médium but that of pas- 
sion, or discussed in any language but. that 
of prejud^e.* 

It bas., indeed» in its progressa bçeacon- 
templated with well-merited horror-, It ha3 
ïla^Ied the visionary, it bas frightened the 
timid. ,The oppresser and the oppressed 
bave alike turned its events to their purpose ; 
to.e&hibît itas a warning» or to seize upon it 
as an ^^amp]e. But whiie history with Her 
impartial testimony exposes the causes of the 
Frençh résolution, in the increasitig abusesof 
the government, aud in the conséquent de-»^ 
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ifloraliîîatîôh 6f the pfeoplè, îts effècits oft Ihe 
dation, èwt of ik^hbsè wrongs it àrose, ate o*ly 
tè bè èàtîmâted in the interiorof sotïety,tind 
i<i thè tlfetàîled mmutiéfe of evéry-day «mt- 
ëiMîe. It is by an Ihtimate aec][ùahitâncè 
Wîth i!h* changes impfessed npon aflMhe vari-^ 
oùs cohaitîôlis ân'd c5teisete of the pdiiiilatkmi 
that its good ^atld èv*!! fcan «lohe bè appre- 
Wâttèd ; and wbéh préjudice dislfigures, and 
piîlîcy inisreprësents, pbilanthropy Mrillex-^ 
tiltîngly point to domestic àtïielioraticms, 
âhd philoisbphy trîùmph in the justrficàtion 
i)f her théories- 

*' tiîberty ànil jproperty/' says Voltaife; 
*• is tlie cry of the EngHsh ; it is the cry 6f 
îiatàre:'* aiidbe adds, in his own peculiar 
Styïe, ** li vaut mieux que St. George et mon 
droit ; St. Denis, et mont joie/' To the op- 
p(t*êsséd and misérable peasantry of France 
àll lïatural expression ^as denied. Wîth 
eVéry feeling of hnmànity violated, with 
feVéïy sociar înstîtute perverted, they had 
leàmed by expérience that cotnplaint was 
tinavaiîing, àrid l'esistànce ruin.* An ^ vent, 
hoWfevet, occùrired, Vhich, forwardèd by 






* SéeTjei Dîcticninairés '4^ Fiéft de M. de ïremln- 
fîilé, et tle SPrétKtudon. 
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t]^ir frFQng$> W41S d^tii^d tp work their re-^ 
dentptrâ» ; ma ihe tot^al oirerthrow. qf tbat 
ficlgb^ful sy^t^m of lewl^Uty, which had so 
)cHig €ni»lii0d tbtsin intp «lavety, Bi^as ammig 
the fimt iand beat woi'ks of the revolutkm: 
To jf«ito H just idea of tbf .magnitude and 
proportionsi ^f tb€ giaot )4i^râctirre9 as it 
glQod, frovnÎBg over the wastie it had^oc^a* 
s)QnËd> <lbe pixtâujctioa of a.Iew; scattered 
fn^m^iitfiir^l stfflioe ; nor is.Mny minute «k» 
toA i(^ Us coijû^H^kjted deform^ies teCfG»^^ 
to .excuse or ti/^^ juatilf 4àie irâàotMo» i^Jitdi 
Mlofireé ^vils 90 banshly ioflicted, aod so 
patiently sust9.ybjQ3dl. 

- Tbe càrv^ {which, iti.|;^iriiig f^nteioe such 
i^ol]Ae roads, Tobbe4 ^ p«asîM»t of Jii» sole 
poft^esniiQiis, liif tiine aiwi hi^ làJoKmrO iQ<^ 
Jittiii not «nfxequently/from bis^wUy awd 
baille jbOf iab^iQiw* ia 4 diai^MiJt province; ie^>x 
were the direct evib hehwgxt^ te) this sys^ 
tem the only means of oppression to its vie- 



the def^nceteas inhubifmtA* 
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tims. The corvée, in the bftnds df petty ty- 
ranny, became a coq venient instrument to 
hold out as a tbreat^ or to infltct as a piulisb- 
ment ; and occasionally H was €i^n applied 
to remove an uncomplying husbami or vigi* 
lant father from the protection of his family> 
and the vindication of his honor. 
- The droit de chasse, while it ravaged the 
fields^ destroying the full half of their pro- 
duce^ estimated the life of a hare abore the 
lîberty of aman; and where tv«nt afforded 
such irrésistible impulses to violate its eiiact-!^ 
mentS) bound its victims^ for a conventional 
offence, to the oar of a galky** 
' The droit xoutumier, or code of custora- 
ary law, varied in every province ; and by 
its uncertainty and disagreement with itself# 
multiplied the evils of litigation to thepoor, 
and frequently extinguished éVen the hope 
of justice to the wronged* 
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* " When I had a house àtEpinay, sur Seine," said an 
EngUsli friend of mine, who resided in France before the 
Révolution, ** I observed every day a large water cart 
brought firom the river totKe. house of the Mareehal 
D'Aiibterre, who resided. near' me, and dmwii by un m&a 
in harhess, .On enquiry,ilfattnd that thèse yokenniates had 
killed soine of the isarshars game^ and that he hlR) thus 
commùted thèir sente^ce^ifisteàd of removing them firom 
their femilies to the gallies at MarBéitk«.'' 



' Of ihe gahelle^ so op|iressiive ia its exactions 
sfô to becottiea spectre to the imagmatioiie <^ 
the^ ignoratrt and the poor^ it is impoei^ible 
to give an adeqwtte représentation. What*- 
, ever was mos^t tyratmical in ^gpvemtiyèat, and 
most absurd in morals^ was to be fotuid Jn 
the enactments calculated.to^raiae the :rëve« 
nue, andensure the collectioAof thia detost- 
jable tax . E vef y .mortel of ; méat . the pea- 
sant might'pc^sesâ w^diprei^ioualy esl^imated» 
anid his Gonsumption of sait, tbe excised 
«ommodfty, reguiated by corapiitation* The 
smallest infringement af tJbe dreadfal qpde 

was unpityingly. punished bytconfinefttentt 
(temporary^ or.for life).ou board tbe gali«ea<f 
Svery thifig j^theréfore, that appeared a<nongst 
^e simple peasant^y^either npvel ojrmyste^ 
rious^ goading or insupport^le» was placed 
ia tbeir appréhension to the account of the 
gabelle.^ . . * 
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♦ Des en&ns de treize ans, condamnés aux galères, pour 

avoir -^^eé trouvés avec leurs pères,' convaincus de contra- 

bafid«.^- Voilà le code du fisc; voilà Tindulgence pour 

le fisc; on Jui a vendu le sang innocent! et on se tait! — 

'Dupatj/ Lettres sur V Italie. 

^ t ^^ Un curé avoit reçu, devant ses {^Voisàiens, tme 
penSi6le. Ih se mirent tovis à crier,'' que c'^toit fà gabette^ et 
i^u'ihile voyoiént fort bien. "Le curé habile leur dit, et 
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« 

me9k ikboiâoiis class of socie^, |0r. tb^ 
support and iuxury of the mort in^oleot^ 
WEB renderéd more burihen&oa^, frcun th^ 
nraltitaide o£ otisier impMte ^biob &dl iipo9 
the cultivafcor^' 

The fèîlfe, ond indeed the wbote dir^t 
td^Ation of the kin^om^ felk exeltiaively nçoa^ 
the pebple, the estimes and pèrsoos pf di^ 
privileged classes being wbcAly e^cenipt frfm 
itnposHion. The persoual 'slarery of ai Ui!g[p 
portion ot tlie population^ espociaUy <m 
Franche Ccmtè,^( whîrcfa the clergy hald. j. 
considérable portion In main m^rte, t^hmo&i 
in'itsétf ali that was most odious in the \^dh 
sanctîoned ovtiliges upon.hunlan.irèë.s<mimd 
bu«aan feding, ail the mnltiplifcity of oppresf- 
^iofi i^hich filled up^^e code of feodai righta* 
The peaâantry, thus àbandoBéd'4}o contèiDupit 
and to neglect, and cultivating a plenteotiç 
soil for others, which they could never hope 
to rc^ap for themsel ves, submitted from gçne- 

àur le même ton, point du tout^ mes en^ns^ c^ n'est pa3 la 
gabeUCf c'^t le jubilé. î!n même. teçis les vçjJà tpus à 
.gen^l^iK* Que dites^vouB du bon esprit de ces^ensl^?'* ,^ 

X(Cttr€$ de Sevigné^ yg}* iiî. 
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«Eteeneè to» tlièir item ùeslitiy} wtéf l^ough 

they sung iti ôhftio6 àod dattôed in i^fr; 
ye{ hôw senslbly they suflëred> was Inark- 
eâ* ih ^teij'.fuëagi^e ftatare» ftnd èltMiuatéd 
£»fiiiâ: hèM^ keehlv ibev felt. wa« <e^^iikbed in 



% 'Tiiéîr liiiiÂerous Kttle iitourrectiôns in flic provinces, 
ikiid tISe bèn^é btitfagca nvliÎEdi theit déspm^ti^éé ibitm 
lo comfliii^ «vçfi. «g*ii^ inalïim^ is a niliaiiG9ii |Nwif at 
thcir ^nsibilky td their wrongs. 

. "^^Un pauvre homme passementier dans le fkuxbourg 
St. Marceau, étoit taxé à dix écus pour un impôt sut I^ 
fàdi&ùesi î IL Tié léstttolt pitts; ob le ptesse.et Yepr<BÀëè,iil 
détAal;id du >«ems, oti le ftai 9éêi|e-H«n prend sonfutovr* 
Itt'^i^lk s^panv^ écti^e)rti9^>^4 , il s0 vit «n cet c^at, I^ 
f>r ^e s'empare de son cœur^ il coupe Ib, gor^e à trois de ses 
en&ns, qui étoient dans sa chambre — sa femîne sauve le 
quatrième, et ë^enfuit ; lé piiLtiVre^omme est au Ghfttelet, il 
serapènidu dans iàkpéît. >Il^tX(ue «Mt Èonidéfiniiit, c'est 
de a'avdr pas tui.Bê.'knmé, H V^^aSutt qu^lkji^ ^vi^*' 
The conclusion of this description is ctirious, andqmie in 
cliaracter both with the limes and the zDrt/^,— ^^ On devoit 
partir aàjourd%ii piour Fontainbleau, où îés plaisirs dej 
Doienl deoetàir désyeihles^par leur muU^^éUêé^^^^Léitn^ 
de SétiglUi Mal. iii« 

' Tliisi t^^Q^fol qfflitem of ta|»a^ which maddened t^ 
low^ closses into mwtip^^ onl v weat to supply the expenses 
of a viduptuous prince, and to multiply the pléasures of 
WsèdfartjtBlihéyhétaitte^'yate/'^' - 



*?««-- ^*-y^ ' " ^^""T "^,-..- .sv^<r? !, 
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tbe . reaction of ; thek * ifeelings, when . circum» 
stances placed tbe sword of rétribution in 
their j¥tnd$, aad vengesmce ; eaweeded her 
customary horron»^ in the ferocîous deeds of 
the Carmagnoles and the.MarseiUois. 

It.has al\i^ys been observed by tbe travée- 
lers who visited France, before t^ie^revolution^ 
and particularly by the Ënglish^ and by 
agricultural travellers, that.the peasjantry.pf 
that jcountry were a^singularly ^aborious aad 
pain8-^taking race, enduring muchy aad siiffer^ 
ing patiently. — Mr. Ybung gives it as his 
opinion 9 that ^Hhey would hâve improved 
the country , if thçy ^d fprmed any part ia a 
System, tbe principles of which tended tor 
wards national prosperity/* But no sueh 
System appeared, until the occurrence of that 
great bouleversement ^ ont of whose principles 
ofdestructidnaod rageneration the, présent 
imprôv^ condition ofthepeasajit population 
ofTrance arose. ,^ 

England, in the sixteenth century, sèt a 
,great.exattipl^ to thç r^gstof Europe, w|ien 
she seized upon the overgrowii-possesaions of 
the clîurch, and coriverted ^he unhallowed 
fruits of fraiid and împiety to the benefit p'^ 
the State. Men> devoteo by .tq^jr , iji^ti^tu- 
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fiions attd orders^: tb poverty and bumîKfy; 
èrigrossed. the riches of tbe cbuntiy, and 
prieserved a twofold influence^ spiritua) aàd 
temporal, subversive of the interests ofysow 
ciety: But, the original abuse destrc^cd; 
thë undue^: influence deolined, superstition 
îbst ground, and wéalth circuhiîted j with ar 
BlOIeeqlmlalld^saliltapy distribution:* WhaB 
the : ^espoti^ bf Henry; VIII. effected iii 
Êngb^tid; the democralic principles of the 
i^ipiôkrtibn abcdmi^bed in (France ;t tanci 
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* Of rthe mode of assjgninir lands to the çliurch in 
France, mahy curious instances were discovered during 
the revblùëôn, firom the «ncîént archive» of the cathedralsi 
In i4ÏO^ Jjoris'XI. a»igit^d oter the ^ho|e Ç<m4é 
de B<|«li^«6 to ihe Virg^ Maij, a^d promised to do h^x 
l^pmage Ibr it, in the person of the Abbé de Notre Dame 
de Boulogne : but, says a national writer, " D'abord cet 
hoitimage religieux se rendit sur l'autel, et s'offrit directe- 
ment au saint.' Bientôt l'éyêquejl'alAé^ le titulaire du 
bénéfice se plaça entre l'autel et, le pieux y^^I, «t rei^ut 
Vbommage, au nom du/s^glfit^ In^pMblement ou oublia 
le , saint, et rçcclésiastique s'attribua, tout j'honneur, çvk 
qualité de bcnéficieï^". ' ,,j , 

t The inhal^itants prCondon, in the departmeiU du 
Ger^, gave an eig^htl^ inetpadof a tenth, in conséquence ôf 
the çlergjr of t^ie diocèse haying prp;niaed M> lignite an- 
nuaUy fir9m^pu]rg^ory (^'0 huîid^ed ândfîfty spuls of their 
frien^ and relations) and to conduçt tbem to Par^di^ 
atiaight. 
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tbe saie<Df the nationid domaiiis wM orm ôl 
tberstrongest meàsui^es of ths^ extraordtnaffy 
event, producing încdeulable benefit to the 
lower and agricultùral clasfles» wbile tiœ 
mcM^ein which tfais méasure was executed 
waè emtnently constituted to attaoh- the 
peasantry to the cévolutionaiy oàuée, and 
to induce them to gWe tbeir: akl zmdsine^ 
tion to a poliiical changd/lrfakfai in emao^ 
eipfiitmg tfaem firom davery, iAâûû pm^perty 
to >fréedom, and conveir^ed five. thutidfied 
thousand labouring serfe into independent 
proprLetors. In the public sale of the na^r 
tiooal domaim^ the goveçnnaent beqMi)«^,the 
àgeiit of the peasantry : a c^taih portion of 
land, ordînarily contiguous to hii dweîlirtg;' 
was given to each i)easant who presentèd 
himself as a purchaser ; time was granted 

Monsieur fVIconet, in his work on the ^eeessity of 
restoring ail the church lands to the clergy, asciibes àll the 
, hoitors of the révolution to the violation of thcir sacred 
property. He strongly recommends the measure of tun> 
ing adrift ail the présent proprietors, and of restoring the 
domains oTttie rich mona&téries, which were bequeaihedto 
heaven by many a pious pénitent, ** comme fondation 
pour le remède de son ame.'' He mentions MinAeaU 
incidentally as un Mirahleàu*** Thb pamphlet has many 
admirers a.mong the royalist party. 
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etsir Ib çjnmriieBce . tbe iCttltivation çf hif^Ut^ 

hvÉa^ i:v^^ Give.a aiiaiijMCîtti» pdaseayioi^ oC « 

bteok rock/' ^iiys a câdkbg»M^éfigriQultiini)î|t^^ 

^''>aiiii'he;will convi^tt ii.ÎAtoJa |;iulde;]^; igiim 

Inm^fewyearB' lee»fte .ctf a gardeii^ and he; w;iU 

Uim :h; diita a. désert" The tml^ Of Jthi9 

position; wi» ^roit^ illtittia|«d: in .^ 

aatit: j0rbpi&etdi» o£ Franoe; and natvâih^ 

siatidiug the(fvil infiaeiKeiwhîdbiithesi^rit ôt 

foreign conquest in their late ruler muaftbay^ _ \l 

hadrXipott £bê re^ourcias and industry of the 

peqple^ yet ifheii the allies first fipproaçbed L 

the fronlwra of the , Fre^çh territory, they '{ 

invaickd a x^tintry wbose peasaaitiy were th« "; " 

best .conditi<>oad, and rao6t prosperous oC ^ 

ai^ iiati«n ifii Europe. la visiting the ex-* [^ 

jtenaive fat:m o£ a persou of Fank.ft»d fortune, 

inthelsteof Ffwicev aod rematrking to- him 

tbeappa^^eAt#pilleiice of his tenantry^^and the 

gênerai pgrosperity of the eountry » be ipade 

tÈte éAïùvrmg^ iib^ervatio^s» whîch ^oke 

eqnalfy m favour of the moral aiad p^ysical 

tonditioâ i)f flie people : ," It is impossible 

to foresee wha£ may be the conséquences of 

the enormous déprédations oommitted by the 



s 



l6 peàsantry: 

jbreign troûps, when added to the iossés al-< 
Tésdy sustaineâ^ by the militttry Systems of 
Kapoleoii. ThecontnbutioiiSBlready levied 
ttre beyond the resaurces of the nation ; .but 
with respect to our peasantry, it i& qiiite 
cettàit^s thst, besides the improYeiriebt of 
théirgeMral condition by the revoluthm^ 
thëy hâve aiso made a provision of energy 
and good sense^ i^bich strengtheos suid enr 
lightens them to meet every attack of a4ver- 
sity> a^id whieh they did not < possess thirty 
yearb back/' > / 

It îs, howeVeFi neither possible nor ti^^ 
that, in this gênerai prosperity, ail are opu- 
lent in a class where so much must dépend 
oii iiidividual exertion and peouliarity of 
circumsta^cës, on the nature of the soil, or 
the cbaracter of a province. It would be 
rather a public evil tban a gênerai good^ if 
an orde^r did not exist which bad only'ita 
daily industry atid good--will to dépend on : 
but eveni the least favoured among the là* 
bouring class feel some reflection from the 
prospeiHty that surrounds them; No longer 

* * un peuple seff, corvéable et taillabky''* aU 

'III ' t ' — " ' ' ' 

♦ The titles of fêudality, as M. de Mably observes, are 
sufficieiit proofe of " rasservissement dans lequel le des- 
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are alike free to olFer their labour for ade« 
quate rémunération ; and ail now feel that 
this newly^possessed power of self-disposal is 
property, in itself. 

The peasantry of France may perhaps be 
divided intothe distinct classes of proprietor, 
farmei;,»Jtenant (fermier J^ and labourer. A 
French writer bas termed the labouring clasâ 
of a free state '* la pépinière des soldats.*' It 
was on this class that the law of military 
conscription fell with most frequency , though 
not with most weight ; for the labouring pea- 
sant madé but little sacrifice, when he flung 
away the spade for the musket, and lèft the 
track of bis plough for the march of victory. 
From the ranks, however, so often supplied 
by this class of men, arose many of those 



potisme des seigneurs tenoit le peuple, et qui les r^idoit 
les maîtres absolus de sa fortune et de ses forces." Among 
thèse seignîoral titles were the following : " Seigneur haut 
et puissant, seigneur redouté, et très redouté." The im- 
mense sur&ce of France must naturally ptoduce great 
variety in the characters and conditions of the people. In 
Britanny they are much less civilized, and in some districts 
of the west and north much less opulent, than in the other 
parts ofil^ kingdom. 
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brave cotiumtiders» t^ho plailted tbe'éagfe?* 
sfcaridbrd of Fraisce in alinost eveiy cotiutij 
tn ËiNTope *r for it was a maxim wkh tiieiofiâief 
who reigned in militàry supcemao}^ ohreral}^ 

** That he who dothi'th' wars 
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More than his captain caii. bêc&iheft " '^ ^ 
Hid captain's €aptam% SH^ÀfespeARfe* ^ 

Michael Ney, a young hussar> distînguîsU- 
ed himself, while yet in the ranks, by unj)fi^ 
ralteled intrepidity; and, gallantly fî^hting 
his way through every subaltem degree of 
his profession, was presented by his fcofooel- 
general with a company, on the sole rècpm- 
mendatipn of his own merits, The simple 
iiussar became in time a marshal of France : 
his sovereign raised him to the highest rarik 
in the state, by the titles of Duke D'E][chîi>- 
geh and Prince of Moskowa ; and his coun- 
try conferred on him that title, '^ greater than 
alî/* when, in her gratitude for Ms demoes, 
she named him *^ le brave des braves J" 

The disbanding of the vétéran troops of 
France has obliged most qf its sabaitçrii 
members to return to the obscure labours of 
theîr youth ; and, foregoing 

" The grappling vigour and rou^ ftemx of wftf," 
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with mihds long^ tmined to pther objacts> 
and habits long tempered to other views> 
the heroes of Marengo. aqd of AustevUta 
again appear following the plough ia tjiek 
native villages, and are of necessity beco«i# 
*' hewers bf wood and drawers of water/* 

I remember to hâve met one of tfa^se milité 
tary labourers, thèse vétéran *' braves/* wbo 
had been driven with an army almost frantie 
l::fêbind the Loire, engaged in the inglorious 
labours of the spade, and WQrking on th# 
estate of a soldier, who had himself long siiDce 
Surned hb^^'s^word intoa ploughshare/' after 
having wielded it only in the service ©I virtue 
and of freedom . 

I wàs onemorning, in thesummer of tSl^^ 
w«ilking under the vénérable towers of Cha-* 
teaii la Grange, aad leaning on the arm of its 
illustrious master, gênerai tfae marquis de 
la Fayette (and who would not boast of being 
suppoFted by that arm, which raised the 
standard of independence in America, and 
placed her banner above the dungeons ef 
France ?) The figure of a labourer, who was 
working on the moat H:hich nearly surreund- 
ed the château, strucl;: me as being both 
distinguished and singulftr. He ' was a tall 

c 2 
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athletic man5 something advanced in life. 
As we approached^ he touched the little 
embroidered cap, which did not conceal his 
grey locks, and drawing up into an erect 
posture, gave the military sainte, which M. 
de la Fayette most punctiliously returned. 
As the labourer resumed his spade, I asked 
the gênerai, in English, whether this was 
not one of the disbanded soldiers of the Loire. 
" I should suppose," he replied, *^ a distin- 
guished ofae ; for I find.he is ameraber of the 
légion of honour^ and you may perceive 
the ensign of his order glittering through the 
rents in his jacket/* The man raised his 
eyes to us, as we now stood beside him ; and 
perceiving that the gçneral was looking at 
his work, he asked with anxiety, ^^ Vous en 
êtes content, mon général, f espère?'' ** Mais 
oui, mon ami, parfaitement, cela va bien,'* re- 
plied the gênerai. '^ Bon, bon,'' returned 
the soldier, and resumed his labours with ail 
the vigour of an able pioneer. '' That brave 
fellpw,*' said M. la Fayette, as we pursued 
our ,walk, '' has passed twenty years in the 
service of his country. He is covered with 
scars. He haji already obtained the subaltern 
distinctions of his profession^ and in a^xiQther 
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year wfts to hâve been ap^inted a commis- 
sioned officer ; en attendant, he received the 
cross of the légion of honour, and thought 
bimself amply recompensed for ail bis ser- 
vices. It was thus by a few laurel crowns, 
that the Romans became raasters of the 
world. This disbïmded vétéran returned, a 
few weeks back, to his native village, which 
is at this moment visible througb the trees of 
that dîurk wood : he offered his services to 
my concierge, who accepted them. He la- 
bours thrmigh the week iii his tattered fus- 
tian jacket, and gratifies ail that is left of hiS 
military pride, by„ exposing his badge of 
honour to the admiration of the rustic crowd, 
with which he mingles at mass on Sundays." 

But the -ranks of the labouring class are 
not alone filled by the disbanded privâtes of 
the army ; for many (and there is a romantic 
sadness in the idea), many whose brows hâve 
recentlybeen shaded by the "panache blanc" 
of military distinctions, whbse voiçe was 
law, and whose breath was corn mand (now 
expelled to make way for " daintier cap- 
tains"), are driven by necessity to earn their 
daily bread by daily labour. 

One of my gallant countrymen, attached 
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to the Ënglish army now in France^ was 
stationed with his company in a village at 
some distance firom the head<-qisartelns : he 
was returning with his dogs^ after a sporting 
ramfole in the neighbouthood» wben he over-^ 
took a team, whone driver displayedia cos»-* 
tume at once military and civil«<*->'hi& wag** 
goner's frock contrasting with a large cocked 
hat. As tbey putfsued the same route» the 
EtiglÎBh officer endeavoored to enter into 
cônversatioti ; but was answered with that 
brusquerie p wbich intimâtes impatience ofolv» 
trusion. A f ew useless questions on thestatô 
df the game in that coontiy had nearly iinîsb* 
ed ah intercouttse s» idhtirlishiy snpported» 
when the waggoner» cau»tîng his eyes on the 
undress utiiform of tbe Englishman» asked, 
in his turn» sorme questions as to «the state of 
the E^gHsh army, in tenus sufficiently t^h-* 
uical to betray his expérience on the subject 
tovî^toh hebad so abmptly adverted. The 
conversation foecame înteresting; it turued 
on the war in Spaiu, Tl^ Ënglishmaa al* 
luded to the ^* bot work'' of a particnlar 
ttay, ♦* Were y ou in that engagement?'* 
detuanded the waggoner eagerly . 

*' I was woundfid in it/' said the Engiisb- 
-uian. 
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•' And I," saâd the FFenjCfaman^ " was 
woumkd ÎQ it «bo." 

" I wasattached tosiiohadivisiaai." 

** I ocnnroanded ithe battalion opposed to 
thatdiviraoB." 

" I am addresMBg an officer of the French 
army tben î" said Captain ***^> moiring his 
hat. 

- " I had once that faonour," anavered the 
Freilehnian, returning t^e bow ; itbeo, aifter: 
a moment ^Wea to d^ecfced tbougbtfutowas; 
ha raliied irom bis abstiractioay wiisfap d bis 
ooarpaniwB « good momii^, and sfvingîi^ an' 
tiiesefftaf his waggi>n> cmied» *" V^, tijf," to 
bis iiorses, and drove rapîdly on, Wbeit 
Captain *** reached his Tiila^ inn* ibe fier- 
ceived bi»miUtaiy>ffoquaiHtanceleadii^ QUt 
hia honis to water. He «iiquired of the 
mt&ergùï», who he was ; **Ahfowceiui^idt 
yepJied tlie innkeeper, " c'est un de nos H^ 
eenciéSj c*«tt h capitaine de &■—■ >■, un irajx 
hotnme/ -e'mt grand demmags^/ mais voiJà comme 
t«nt ittshùKS <jaw mtre^were Franc*. Ce^ 
pendant, diabie / gu€vouiex-vovs?"* 



* Une quantité prodigieuse d'officiers sans moyens sont - 
veDToyfia du serrtce, et bûb à 1« deaù-acdde i u^dii qu'oD 
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The agricuUaral surface of France is 
divided into what is called, in the langtiage 
of the country, ** le pays de grande^ et de petite 
culture.'' In the former, the size of the farms 
bas been Httle afFected by thè révolution: 
the only différence that has occurred h, that 
several farms belonging to one landlord may 
hâve been purchased by the farmers who 
formerly cultivated thetn, or by a small pro- 
prietor, whose exertions are confined to the 
ground he bas bought. The possession of 
small plots of ground by the day-laboorers 
has becpme very fréquent ; and it is sometimes 
usuàl in thèse countries to let them to the 
great farmers who are désirons of baviog 
them, to complète the quantity of land whieh 
the size of their establishment demands, 

The pays de petite culture , is comp^K»ed of 
stnall &rms, for the-cultivatiOn of whîch the 
landlord finds the tenant in horses and 
ploughs, and divides with him the profits. 



^im^^mmtm^mmfit^^t 



forme des corps entiers des jeunes gens, à peine échappés 
du collège. Ces jeunes gens, commandés par 4es yiellarda 
hors d'état de supporter les fatigues militaires, sont in-» 
ttitués pour remplacer cette terrible garde impériale, €^\ 
toujours dans la bataille décida la victoire^ 

Ewam^n rapide du gomernemsnt des BQurlf(m^ 



«V 



Upon the large fenns tbe condition of tfae 
tenant is very much like that of otir own 
Ënglish &rmers ; and in the pays de petUe cui^ 
turc there exists arace^ long disappeared from 
£n^nd> of poor but independent yeomen, 
who r^ir their families in a <tegree of comfort 
as perfect, as it is remote from liixury. 
The dwdling of a French farmer présents 
the same scène of rural bustle, activity, and 
industry, as is usually found in the Ënglish 
faMm^bouse. The vromen always appe^ar fuU 
of occupation and energy^ ànd share^ in 
common with their busbands^ Sàibets, and 
brothers, the toil ànd ânxiety of their con- 
dition.* î 

While we were on a visit in the banton of 
LaBeauce^ at the château D'Orsonville, the 
seat of tbe marquis and marquise ée Oolbert 
Chabànais (and it is a délightful liAk in. the 
chain of association^ which leads^mé bàck to 
days so happily passed)> we aecompaiûed 



. * ^' C'est un avantage multipUç partout, depuis la 
révolution," said a French farmer to us, speaking of the 
improved state of the labourers ; ^^ que les domestiqties àeé 
fermes et les journaliers possèdent une maison et quelque» 
jworceaux de terre, en addition ^ux gages,'* 



t. 
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hheUe châielame, tfae ]9dy of the casUe, on 
a rbit to a rural bride^ tiie vile of ; otm of 
their âtniier* tenants. We £ound lier aJLready^ 
deeply engaged in ail the bustle of hoii«e« 
irifery, standing in the mkbt of a pile o£ 
brovm loaves, wiûcfa sbe waa prc^ring for 
the iabourers. 

" Vêus vaiià déjà wcupée du méMtg^ mtk 
hofme Madeiaine,'' said marquise de Colbeart^. 
aB we entered. 

*" Eh J maky mon Dien, . oui, Mûd^me^ 
pêurquÊi pas?'* replied Madelaine, shaloing} 
tlie fionr frora wfaat Madame de C«-*«^ 
eaUed *^ mu iuwe de ju/i^/'-~the superfluoua 
quanti ty of her well-plàited cloth petti-^ 
eoat weli meriting the epithet« MMbelaSne 
then^ with évident pride in ber newly a£<? 
qaired opulence, did the hcmowB €(f bec 
bouse^ by requesting us to walk into thô 
"grande chambre ^ or best pcrlour» aud.toiêaVe 
^^ ta mui&xny'^''^ as she calied;the kitdben« or 
place of gênerai réception ; where an im- 
mense marmite, bubbling over the wood lire, 
sent forth the fume of the savoury ragoût 
pl'eparing for the family supper. 

* It is cu^tomary, in many parts of England, to call this 
part of a fiurmer's cottage ^^ the house?^ 



La gmnde chambre exhibited one of those 
ÊKcesKsivefy hîgh and excellent beds^ which 
it i» the ambition <>f every French peasatit 
to {KMMeÉ^; and ito old brocaded hangings 
seeméd to boast a nobler origin, tfaan th€ 
itesfa and snowy countetpane whidh accom-* 
paniôd them* An apmoire, antécédent (by 
^ sttuâture) to ihe days of Boule, held tbe 
bridai irardrobe^ or rustic trousseau.'^ Mani 
dialainedrew tour attention also to tbe higb 
chtmney-^piece, i^here ticked a handsome 
pendule, in order to point out to w ber 
taste and ber piety, exbibited in a pièce of 
èrnaibeatal wax-work, representing two 
young loyers bumlng in red worsted flameiSj 
fond and devoted as the deatb-enamoured 
martyrs of M. Chatesuibriand ; *' Ahy çu'elie 
est gentilel n'^st-^e pas^ Mesdames f^^c'est 
praiemêM Une éoeffure charmante f Thereiras 
in this dwelling'ofitÂie£irmart every appesuF- 

aneeof oomp^^ncy and comfort ; amithough 

' - j ■ ' ^ ^^^— ^.-i — _^^._^^^^.^.fc^._^^^^. . . , ^^__^_ ...... . ■■ > ' i j 

* ^ Trôjtssenu,^^ a portion ttf kouse-Hnvn loid «loUie% 
wbiili brides 9f ail rankB in Fmnce bring as a dowfj* 

+ I instance thia farm'house in La Beauce, as a fair 
sample of the many fiinn-houses wç visited in France. In 
Nor mandy I saw mony snperior* In Piccardjr and Artoîa 
0109 "trere 4n #cneiml infimpr* 
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it wanted tbose finishing touches of neatness 
to be found in an English farm-house^ there* 
was no absence of accommodation. Good 
beds^ stout furniture^ well-sashed Windows^ 
and spacious hearths, secured to its inba- 
bitants ail the prime necessaries of an ha- 
bituai dwelling» which was neyer to be ex- 
changed for the chilling misery of a parish 
poor-house; except, indeed, a new order 
of things should provide such an a^ylum 
against that indigence^ which the increased 
taxation, and contributions levied on the 
kavings of industry, for the maintenance of 
foreign troops, may.draw down upon the 
prospérons peasantry of the land at some 
future day. 

In the course of a moming!s walk in the 
neighbourhood of the château D*Ori5onville> 
a sudden shower of rain obliged us to takQ 
shelter in the cottage of a fermier. We 
fbund two young women busied . in folding 
up linen of an excellent quality and colour ; 
and when we had reckoned twelve pair of 
sheets, we could not help observing they 
were rich in house-linen. ** Mak ce n^est 
rien, cela^" repUed one of the girls, and took 
some pains to convince us that what we saw 



would go but a vefy short wBy in pr(yriding 
beds- for the labourers in harvest thne* 
Mentioning this circumstance to Monsieur 

de C at dinner that day, he assured me 

that it was not unusual for 2l fermier to hâve 
one hundred and fifty pair of sheets for the 
use of his iaraily ; for that, in gênerai, the 
French iarmers were sufficiently opulent to 
indulge in a luxurjs indispensable in France 
among ail classes, good linen and good beds. 
ilimong his own tenantry, he added, there 
wère soine who were supposed to be worth 
two of three thousand pounds, English mo- 
ney ; and that a few days before, one of his 
fermiers had given a portion of a thousand 
Napoléons with his daughter in marriage. 

Such is the condition of thèse small pro- 
prietors of lands, of which their fathers were 
considered the Uve stock , when ** nulle terre ^ 

sans seigneur,'* was the maxim of the times. 

«# #♦### « # # • # # 

There is something exquisitely gracions 
in the contemplation of that state of things, 
that true golden âge of a country, ^' where 
every rood of grbund maintaim its man/* 
and ^* les petits propr^iétm^es" of France en- 
joyed by the mo^st numôrous class of the 



''*^'^-. ^ * 



*v>4n-¥ ••m,' *■ 



90 PEASANTRT* 

peuMitry, whetberpurchawd.by the skTii^ 
of the fermier or vigneron, or wliether bb-^ 
tadned m the early part of tiie Rerolutioa 
from the sale of the nationaL domains, prc^ 
sent a state of rural independence, extmoiely 
favourable to the vîews^ and highly gratify-^ 
ing to the feelings of philanthropy, 

We were travelling to tfee château of one 
of our hospitable French friends^ when an 
accident, which happened to our carnage^ 
obliged us to stop for an hour ini the Itttle 
village, which stands at the entrance of tbe 
vaUey Dorsai. We resolved to tum our 
misadventure to account, by visiting tlic 
château of the celebrated Madame Cottin, 
which, we understood, was but at awalkiag 
distance. She, indeed, was no more! But 
tbe dwelling which bas once been consecrated 
by the résidence of Genius, (be it palace, or 
hovel) is a shrine to which the mihd and 
imagination naturally tum with pilgrîm dé- 
votion; and the valley of Dorsai, amidst 
whose shades the character of Malek Adel 
was created, will long préserve an intenest, 
iûdependent of its own loveliness and ro^ 
mantic beauty , - 

Having ordered *^ une petite collation'' (a? 



tfae aubergiête callfid a. fillet of v€al roa$ting 
ai tfae lire for tfae break£i.st: of accidentdt 
travelters)i we walked down towards tfae vai- 
iey. Our steps were soon arrested* bjr the 
appeanance of a very bandsome , château» 
which faung over a pretty river, and which» 
as a large placard infbrmed us, was ^^ en 
vèntey We asked a young pea$ant (who 
was eating fais goûté of raMr articboke^ and 
bread wsk butter at the gf^tes) wfao faad 
been i±s late owaer. He aaswered, *^ Le 
Marecbal Arrighi, tfae cousin of the Emperor, 
lîoW an exile^'' and the château and grounds 
were to be sold ixnmediately. He could 
give us no furtfaer informatioD, and we pro- 
ceeded on our ramble. The s»^ltrtness of 
the weather faad produced an insupportable 
tbirst, wiiidi trees bowed down witfa fruit 
on ertry side tempted us to ailay : but as 
thîs is a déprédation rarely cominitted in 
France, and as property of thfô description 
h& lield sacred, in proportion as it lies exposed, 
vre thougfat it wisest to c^r ourselves as 
purcbasers of the ^^ golden produce*' of a 
verger, whicfa nèarly sorrounded a very neat 
cottage by tlie patfaway-side we faad aoei- 
4entaWy pursued» 
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To the threshold of a French cottage tbeM 
îs no barrier: it is entered not, indeed^ 
without ceremony, for there are certain forms 
of courtesy never dtspensed with in France 
by any rank ; but itis entered by the strang^, 
as by tlie neighbour, without hésitation, in 
the certainty of a civil, if not of a cordial 
réception. 

We found the interior of the cottage infi- 
nitely superior to its external appearance: 
a clean and lofty bed occupied a little alcôve 
in the outside room ; some articles of old 
china ornamented one shelf, and a few books 
another; while the ^* pot au Jeu*' was bub- 
bling over a clear fire under the spécial su- 
perintendence of an aged dame, who received 
us very good humoredly. To our question, 
whether we could get any fruit to purchasë, she 
replied *' mais très volovtiers-tenez ;*' and she 
hobbled to a little door which opened into a 
very small farm yard, where a cow, a mule, 
and a pig, were lying amicably togetber 
nnder a sort of shed, on which some flax lay 
drying in the sun — ^' tenez. Monsieur, et Ma-- 
dame r " You will hâve the goodness to croas 
that little basse cour^ yoa will then find yourr- 
gçlves in the verger, where my soi^-in-law 
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and my daughter will bave tbe honour to 
rëceive your commands: they are both at 
work tbere.^^ We fouod tbe daughter (a 
middle-aged woman) at ber distaif, under a 
tree laden witb green-gages^ of wbicb she 
gave us tbe plunder for tbe sum of six toui 
(threepence), exborting us to fill our band« 
kercbiefs, witb repeated '* prenez^en donc, ne 
vous gênez pas r 

We observed that tbte iittle domain of 
wbicb sbe was mistress was composed of a 
potagères ^ vineyard^ and a quantil|^\«of 
fruit trees and flowers. It was a delicious 
spot, and placed in a most delicious situ* 
atioji. We asked ber, by wbat tenure ber 
huBband beld it. She replied with viva^ 
city, ** mais c*est à nous ; c'est un petit pro^- 
priétaire; tenez, voici notre mari — i/ vow ra^ 
contera tout ça." 

" Notre mari'* was a tall robust well-look- 
ipg man*. He approached us with a low 
frrw^ iffiiog> and a spade over bis sboulder. To 
our questions, repeated by bis wife, be re- 
plied witb tbe intelligence and frankness pe- 
culiar to tbe lowcr classes of France. 

Tbis Iittle estate of a few *^ orptM de teire^* 
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bad been obtained by bis fatber, on the nale 
ôf the national domains. * He had bimself 
served in ail tbe wars of the republic, and 
under the Emperor ; but on tbe death of bis 
father he had left the army, and took pos- 
session of his little patrimony, for he had 
no brothers or sisters to divide it with, ac- 
cording to the new law of succession.! He 
said their chief means of subsistence arose 
from the cultivation of their vines, which 
enabled theni to bave '* un morceau de cochon^ 
Hrfi/^ n^èU^dans le pot, et un peu de vm daim le petit 
caveau \'* but he added, it requtred great 
industry to render their vines productive, 
tluring a six months* constant cultivation ; 
and that he had little hopes of deriving 



* Befbre the révolution, the peasant, who was not op- 
pressée! by feudal tenures, and whoever côuld save by his 
earnings from the rapacity of taxation a little sùm, raised 
Ininselfto the dignity of a small proprieior. The pride 
Mrhich this âingular and rare independence âwakened .^«ms v««-^ 
so great, that the dying father soraetimes divided the pro- 
prietorship of a single apple-tree among his sons. — On this 
subject, see Young's Travels into France. 

t There is no primogeniture in'Ftànce : aîlpfoperty is 
tK>w eqiMtUy diyided aiQpng the childi?en^ . 
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much profit from this year, on account of 
the unparalleled humidity of the season. 
*^ But what was a bad season/' he added, 
*^ to the déprédation committed by foreign 
troops }— Sacré/' and he ground his teeth, ^'^ts 
coquins de Prussiens ;" they drank up ail the 
wine wherever they found it. We asked him 
whether, in some respects, the conduct of 
the Prussians was not a war of reprisais. 

*^ Comment donc V he replied, almost jump- 
ing with a sudden fit of passion, -v^hich his 
wife endeavoured to reprove with *' mais 
quelle vivacité, mon ami /'* 

' ^ Comment donc ! une guerre de représailles f 
The Prussians were the first aggressors :-^- 
^^ pourquoi se mêler de nos affaires y dansle tems 
de la révolution? sacré!'* ^^ But that is an 
affaire Jînie / they came as the allies of our 
king, as our friends ; and they plundèred, 
they ravaged, they destroyed. A liez , mon^ 
sieur, allez dans la Perche, go to la Perché, tô 
Sevrés,* to St. Clôud, hear what husbands 
and fathers hâve to say th€ife ! Ah, seignéiir 



* A gentleman, whose estâtes lie in la Perche, assured 
me that the peasantry were with difficulty prèvented from 
rising en masse against the Prussians. 

D 2 
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Dieu^ / cela fait dr^ser les cheveux sur fa tête ! 
cela fait frémir /** 

I ob5>erved» that> as a soldier, he m^st be 
aware that such horrors were tbe na^ural 
conséquences of war> under wbatever colours 
it was carried on. '* Si fait ^^' he replied pe- 
iulantly, *^ pour la guerre ouverte ^ cela s^en-- 
tende; mais nos amis^ les alliés y madame^ voilà 
notre refrain /** On tbis subject it seems» 
indeed, to be tbe refrain of tbe nation. 

Ob^ in tbpse moments of désolation and 
carnage» vrben foreîgn armies^ under tbe wbite 
standard of peace and of tbe Bourbons^ ra- 
vaged tbe fertile plains and vine-covered hilfs 
of France ; — wben the nation saw itself the 
victim of tbat force, wbicb approacbed its 
fron tiers under tbe guise of amity-~was tbere 
no royal arm to rusb between tbe sword of 
,the foreigner and tbe lifeof tbe sul?ject? Was 
^bere no royal voice to raise its cry o/ pro^ 
tection, and, lil^e tbe founder of tbe Bourbon 
-dynasty, shout along tbe charjging line,^ 
^' Sauvez mes François?'' 

. Tbere is scarcely any transition more in- 
stantaneous than the extrêmes of cboler and 
good-huoiour in an irritated Frenchman. 
Tbe subject of our coiiver$ation bad tbrown 
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ail the angry éléments of oiir military prô- 
prietor into activity. A few complimentary 
phrasés on the beauty of his little domain»' 
and the probable happinessof his simple and 
industrious life, brought back ail the gaiety» 
iriildness^ and urbanity of the French cha- 
racter. He boired and smiled, and said he 
had no reason to complain ôf his lot ; that if 
things woiild go on as they had donc, ail 
would be well. He said he knew us at; once 
tù be ** des Anglais^ par notYe tournure ;" and 
added, the English troops had shown great 
discipJine, and behaved with much more 
modération, thàn àny othèr of the foreign 
armies. 

Although he talked with singular intelli-* 
gence on the actual agricultural stàfc of tbe 
canton he inhabited, he was lëss alive to its 
literary interests ; for of the celebratèd Ma- 
dame de Cottîn hè had never beard, nôr 
knew any lady ^* qui travailla htmcov:p^'^ 
(wrote much) who had ever possessed a clia- 
teau in the Vallée UOrsai. We meritioned the 
cirCumstance of her unfortunate kiiis^an 
and lover having shot himself in thlé grounds 
of her château, as an event likely to hav<e 
attracted fùstic ^tention : "^^ Eh / ^ais mon 
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DieUy oui/** replied his wife, '^ je me rappelle 
de cela/* and she pointed out to us a château 
in the distance, where a gentleman shot hîm- 
self in conséquence of suspecting the attach- 
ment of his wife for his own particular friend. 
For this information she was, I thought, 
reproved by her husband with a delicacy 
rather beyond the ordinary tone of rustic 
feeling : ** Ma femme ^ c*est inconcevable^ tu 
vas faire courir une histoire comme cela ! une 
affaire de famille ! ji donc y qu* est-ce que ça te 
regarde?'* 

The wife stood abashed ; and the château 
of the suicide husband not beiug the château 
we sought, we were obliged to return to our 
inn in the village, ^much pleased with having 
thus accidentai ly lighted on one of those little 
proprietors, whose means of subsistence and 
happy independence lie within the compass 
of a few roods cultîvated by their own hands, 
and whose condition has arisen out of the 
fermentation of revolutionary conflict. — 
•^ Misery/' said a French gentleman to me,, 
speaking of the severity of the season, and the 
déprédation of the troops, *^ misery already 
attacks us, and présents a prospect of its in- 
crease, by the four years' contributions we 
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have yet to pay you ;'* mais encore elle n'at-- 
teint presque pas F habitant de campagne ^ qui est 
généralement devenu propriétaire. 

When thç late Emperor of France re- 
tumed to his. palace of the Bourbon Elysée, 
immediately. after his defeat at Waterloo, he 
continued many liours without taking any 
refreshment. One of the grooms of the cham- 
ber ventured to serve up some gelée de bouil- 
lon, and some coffee, in his cabinet, by the 
hands of a child, a sort of page, whom 
Napoléon had ocçasionally distinguished by 
his, notice. , The Emperor sat motionlç$s, 
with. his hands spread upon his eyes. The 
çhijd stQod. patiently before him, gazing with 
infantine cjariosity on an image, which pre- 
sented so strong a cootrast to his own figure 
of simplicity and peace ; at l£).st the little 
attendant, presentinghis tray, exçlaimed, in 
th^ fapiUiarity of an âge .which knpws so 
little distinctions, * ' Mangez-en, Sire, cela vous 
fera du bien V The Emperor looked at him, 
andasked, ** N'es-^tupas de GenesseV^ (a vil- 
lage near Paris) . * ' Non, Sire, je suis de Pierre- 
Jitf.r ..^l Où tes parens ont une chaumière, 
et quelques arpens de terre ?" '* Oui, Sire.'' 



40 PEASAN^TET. 

" Voilà k bonheur /*' replied the itiftn wha 
iras still, even then, Emperor of the French, 
and King of Italy .* 

Turgot, whose profound genios extended 
to every branch of buman knowledge, wbo, 
at the head of a ministiy, promulgated the 
principles of a philosopher, and said, ^* Let 
mankind be free, and let each country enjoy 
the peculiar advantages bestowed on ber by 
nature," — Turgot encouraged agriculture^^as 
the bést means of ensuring the prosperity of 
France ; and brought to the aid and Deve- 
lopment of his great vievrs ail that France 
then boa&ted of genios and acquirement. 
But while it tf as the glory of the unfortunaie 
Louis XVI. to bave raised such a man ta 

m 

the ministry, it was hiâ weakness and bis 
misfortune to bave sacrificed him to the 
intrigues of that self-interested and prifileged 
class, which hurried on alike the ruin of the 
sovereign and of the state ; and the enlarged 
views of this great man fbr the agricultural 



^ This Uttle anecdote is copied from a journal, supposed 
ta be written by one of Napoleon^s secretanes, callèd 
^^ NuHs4eF4bâication:' v' 
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prmperity of tl^ land retnained unaccom* 
pKsfeed. But though France is still eon- 
sidered as far behind England in a science^ on 
whkh her prosperity peculiarly dépends^ 
yet (îa tbe words of a professed Êtrmer and 
great landed proprietor) ^' Le peuple s'est 
éclairé sur les principes de V agriculture "i le 
goût de la campagne s'est ranimé ; et F activité 
de r esprit s' est. portée vers les améliorations 
agricoles'* 

There is in the moving scenety of pastoral 
life something peculiarly cheering and pic* 
turesquie ; and though every country must 
dévote it^lf te those pursuits^ whicharé most 
adapted to its n&tural advantafges, yet the 
pastoral country will ever présent to the 
heart of the pbilaathropist iinagea infinitely 
more cqnsoiiant to its feelings, than can be 
supplied by the détails of commerce and 
inanu&cture . F roiiL the meagre and squalid 
popul^ioo which swaroi amidst the noxious 
/rapaurs of thé mine^ or decay in tte confine- 
mend; of anM^bMe^Ofône mantiâkctories^ exist- 
ing between the extrêmes of want and intem* 
péiaiioê, anâ!alîlee moraily and {^ysicâlly 
djçbased, ,the fedbbgs ttira with disgust and 
€ÔmàifietatÂ<!«> ?i whilt it îs impossible <k>t' tû 
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envy a country wbose population is invited, 
by a bounteous and prodigal soil^ to dévote 
its énergies to the service of nature, even 
though that country be less great, less opu- 
lent, than our own. It is impossible to travel 
any distance in France, without being struck 
with the picturesque scènes which continuaily 
présent themselves. In the south, and among 
the heights called ^^ les petites Alpes,'' between 
Lyons and Geneva, a fàmily of two or three 
generatioifô may frequently be seen issuing 
forth from the cottage of the patriarchal 
sire, with the first rays of the morning ;-«- 
the old dames, to cuU the grasses and nutri- 
tive herbs for their cows ; the younger ones, 
to share the labours of the field or vineyard, 
with their brothers, husbands, or lovers, 
under the watchful eye of the guardian 
father ; while the boys and girls lead forth 
their sheep from the nightly fold, and the 
younger urchins take the reins of govern*. 
ment over large flocks of turkeys, and rule 
the politics of the poultry yard, with well- 
sustained authority. 

In the cpurse of our several little joumies 
from our head-quarters at Paris, we fre- 
quently stopped to talk tô theshepherds who 
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présent themselves by the roadside, to salute 
travellers as they pass, and whom we found 
useful to our course through those misérable 
cross roads^ which usually lead to ihegentii" 
hommière, or château^ buried deep in some 
sequestered copse, and accessible only by 
paths, narrow and difficult as those to heaven. 
The modem French shepherd, more 
characterised by the grotesque than the 
picturesque, has nothing in his appearance 
of the ** bergerie sentimentale,*^ represented 
în the landscapes of Louis XI Vth's day— no 
crook wreathed with flowers, nor jacket 
couleur de rose ; but his large straw hat, which 
shades ont the sun; his stout frieze coat, which* 
préserves him against the cold; his leathern 
belt, long staff, and scrip, . seem ail well 
suited to meet the necessities of his condi-* 
tion ; while his little portable habitation > 
which he wheels about from scite to scite, aa 
the wind blows or the sun shines, and his 
faithful dog, with the merry, though not 
very musical tone of his sheep-bells, com- 
plète a picture not without its merits, even to 
the eye of an artist or a poet. Speaking in a 
jargon not always very easily understood, he 
never fails, when addressed, ** d'avoir Phon-- 
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neur de vous saluer/^ or, *' de souhaiter/' (with 
a low bow) " 6on voyage à madame et mon^ 
sieur'* Frequently they foUowed us to repeai 
their instructions, relative to ** les méchans 
chemins '* we had tp encounter ; and they 
always exbibited in their manner the kind- 
ness of nature^ mixed with the courtesy of 
civilisation • 

It is a singular' circumstance, tliat the 
little proprie tors of a few arpens de terre do 
iiot even yet cultivate pasturage for their 
i::ows ; and this négligence, this remuant of 
thttir ancient bad System of farming, peoples 
tbé walks and fields on Sundays and holidays 
^th groups of girls and women, employed in 
cutting grasses, with which they fill the little 
baskets hanging on their arms. It is thus a 
wèekly provision is made for the cow, which 
is but occiasionally released flrom its con- 
ânement, and permitted to range the fiéld, 
uhder the guidance of a boy or girl leading it 
by a rope. Every peasaiU: bas some little 
live stock : few are without a cow, and to it 
are usually added àpig, mule, orass, accord- 
ing to the circumstances of the proprietor. 
There are, of course, many among thèse 
small fiîriQei^ and ownefô of ^' petit $ proprié^ 
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r^/' who have not enough land to fin4 
entire occupation for a plough and team ; and 
an arrangement is often tnade among a little 
knot of neighbours^ to maintain among tbem 
the plough as common property. Mobile each 
supplies a horse or mule for tbe gênerai service. 
Thus tbe same atteiuge anawers tbe purposes 
of ail. It sometimes, bowever, happens tbat 
among tbése independent lords of an acre, 
some are so little favoured by fortune, as to 
be unable to jpin even tbese small and ao 
commodating agricultural firms; and th^n 
the proprie tor is seen traiJing a sort of 
ploughing machine, resembling a barroir^ 
over bis small territory, with the aid of one 
poordonkey, thescrub of the farm. Stil|, 
bowever, this man is an independent pro- 
prietor. Tbe little spot of çarth be la^wurs 
is bis own : the portion of grain be sows 
be i¥iU reap : his children will eat of tha 
fruit of the tree his hand bas planted : and 
wbile this modicum of land préserves biqi 
and his family in indépendance^ wbile every 
particle of the soil is turned to its utmost 
account, and yields triple produce from wh^t 
it fonnerly did, in less interested bands, tbp 
£ragal savâigs of lal>oriQUS indusbry do pot go 
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to feed the rapacity of the ty the-proctor|tito 
meet the vexatious call of rack-rents, or to 
pay for air and light, the inheritance of the 
** very commoners of nature/* The French 
peasant hisis not to encounter any one of the 
many evils that press upon the neck of the 
Irish peasantry, and the imposts which ren- 
dered unavailing the industry of his fathers, 
the corvée, the gabelle, the taille, now scare 
him no longer, eveiï in his dreams. His time, 
his labour are his own ; and the spot to 
which he dévotes them is a land of promise, 
to which the light of liberty first directed 
him. 

But beside the vineyard or tl^ field, there 
is another branch of industry and profit iu 
their rural economy, which engrosses much of 
their attention, and contributes infinitely to 
their amusement and gratification— a gar- 
den ! Every French peasant has a garden. 
It is an arrangement both of necessity and of 
enjoyment, with which they never dispense. 
There was a day in France, when flowers 
seemed only to breathe their odoui^s for no- 
ble sensés, or to expànd their beauties to 
earpet the steps of royalty : the road was 
strewed with jonquils, over which Louis XIV. 
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passed^ on his celebrated visit to Chan-* 
tilly ;* and Madame de Môntespan hid 
out the unseemly earth, which nourished 
her orange groves at her ^* A rmida palace'* 
fc of C^wy, with the rarest plants. The 
finest flowers in France are now to be found 
in the peasants' gardens — the native rose de 
Provence, the stranger rose of India, entwine 
their blossoms and grow together amidst the 
rich* foliage of the vine, which scales the 
gable, and creeps along the roof of the cot* 
tage. I bave , seen a French peasant as 
pi'oudof his tulips, as any stockjobber-florist 
of Ams|:erdam ; and heârd him talk of his 
carnations, asif fae had beén the sole posses*^ 
sor of the ^^semper augustus.'' Oh ! when sball 
l,behold, near the peasant's hovel in my own 
country, other flowêrs than the bearded 
tiiisfele, which there waves its *^ lonely head/' 
,and scatters its down upon every pas^ing 
Wast; or tbe seentlesg shâmrock, the unr 
profitable blossom of the soi!, which creeps 



♦ Le roi y doit aller le 24"®' de ce mois; il y sera un 

jour entier™ jamais il ne s'est fait tant de dépense au 

•triomphe des êmpePéU*^, quil y en aura là. // y aura 

pour mUk éùUs de jonquilles. ' Jugez à proporti<Mi.— ^ 

Lettres de Sevigné^ Vol, i. 
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lo be trodden upon, and is gathercd only to 
be plunged in the inebriating draught» com«- 
memoiuting annually the fiatal illusions of 
the people, and drowning in the same tide of 
madness their emblems and their wroi^s.* 

Flowers are not only a luxury to th€ 
French peasant : they are a comroodity of pro^ 
fit: they supply the markets of ail the towns 
in France: and every British traveller ii 
aware what a profusion of violets and lilies 
of the valley are obtained for a few sous ^ 
every village ; and what pretty bouguets are 
tossed into the carriage Windows, as it roUs 
rapidiy on, at the risk of not being paid for, 
while the little priestesses of Flora oflfer their 
gratuitous prayer of ** bon voyage.^' Flowers, 
indeed, seem an universal passion of the na- 
tion ; and the pretty village of Fontenay^aux^ 
roses dérives its name from its abundant 
produce of ** the queen of flowers,*' and from 
^ts ancïent privilège of fumishing roses to 
the court and the parliament ; for, under the 
old régime, in the month of May, *' en plein 

V*^ It is an annual custom in Ireland to drown the sliam- 
rock in whisky, op St. Patrick'e-day, a feetival commeno- 
rated by eyéry species of barbarous revelry* 
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parlement^' Each peer and magistrale re** 
ceived in his tùrn a bouquet of roses. But 
**Fontenay aux roses*' possesses a cete- 
brity beyond what its flowers bestow. It 
was hère, in the pretty maison de plaisance of 

Mr. S -, that the illustrions and un- 

fortunate Condorcet took shelter a short 
tiraé before his death. Fearing, however, to 
risk the safety of his friend, the unhappy 
victitn of a sanguinary democracy again 
commenced his perilous wanderings ; was 
observed, seized, swallowed poison, and died 
in a' ditch,* on the road which leads from 
Fontenay to Paris. 

Notwithstanding the quantity of végéta- 
blés raised in the verger, the consumption 



* Having wandei^ed for a considérable thne in the 
woods, the exhaustion of hunger and fiitigue urged him 
to seek refreshment in a litde cabaret, by the road side. 
Forgetful of his disguise, and assumed character of a 
livery servant, while his omelette was in préparation, he 
tookfi'om his pocket an Horace, and bégan to read. This 
circumstance exciting suspicion, he was immediatelj ar- 
rested. Condorcet, as Voltaire has testified, was a man of 
the highest powers : and the purity of his views and th^ 
élévation of his character are still attested by ail that is 
libéral in France. 

VOL* I. JB 
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of this futiol^ is ^o çcMi^iderftble^ in ererjr 
&i{\iiy, that tbe goo4 cîai^ae whp Iqa^ bei; 
mule or ^s with paoniers of che^ç qx \^t^ 
1er for the ma^ket^ generally }>rîog9 thçw 
t>aQk fil)ed with '' des kg\ime^*^ fpr thç tabl^f 
Anot^r source of ind^stiy and profit to ^^ 
pief^antry is the bee-hiva. Hon^y is a^^ç)| 
p^ed ïn France: apd thi$ br^pch çf rui^ 
^onomy i^ cultivated to a great çTftejntff 
f^Qd in ttie Orlennois, with ^ pçculiar ing^ 
nuity worth recording. Whei)i ** the Qow^rf 
h^ng dA>wft tbeir he^^ to die/' aïï4 tbw 
hpnied e^ençe h;^ b^n cpmplete)y rjiflç.4 
by thèse little brigands of nature» thjô hivç 
19 carefUlly wrapped up in liije^ çlqths» 
^ni the whole busy state is thus transportée} 
to the confines of the noble forest of Orléans» 
where the morning sun, and the luxuriant 
blossocos of the wild heath» peculiarly fi^e in 
that district, open a new source of «Myi and 
means to sonie noisy, bustling, little Chan- 
pellor pf the Excl^çquer, who, havîng run 
tbroqgb the whole string pf ^^^^^ ex;pe4i* 
^nay» av^ls himself of thç supplies^ which 
others haye accidently presented, and prides 
binvseif on results, for which he had made i)0 
provision. On the banks of the Jt^ire ^4j^ 



^hb tfamplàntatioii of old dynacftisefd IttitO thé 
refireshirig régions of new realm»^ isf frecjiiéAt-*» 
ly eâSected witb great sacccss^ by ai e^imikir 
jproceâs. 

The condition of almost every péa<saht pei> 
mitting him to carry on a little pastoral totit-« 
merce with the great towu of his cottMntmei 
from some one branch or other of his rui^l, 
economy, there are few scènes more cheeriiig 
or anîmated than that presented along fhe 
noble roads tbat lead to the great towns^ àû 
a market day. Such a scène I witnessed on 
an early spring morning, in passing betweén 
thé little village of Samer (where vre ha4 
slept, and which we found garrisoned with 
British troops) fco Montreuil, to which thé 
sentimental topography of Sterne bas giyeiï 
a distinction far bëyond what he himself as^ 
cribes to it, iii the map of France.* 

A chanipaign country is always faroiirablè 
to pastoral groupings: that before us was 
such as Gainsborough would hâve sdected 
for one of his charming landscapes. 'The 



♦ " There's not a town in ail France, which, in my 
opinion, looks better in the map than Monti«uil," &c»— 
Triitram SAojm^, vol. iii. 

S 2 
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sîlvery hue of the atmosphère^ which charac-- 
terizes the morning light of an early spring 
^ay, harmonized with the light handling of 
the trees just bursting into foliage, and 
among the rural multitude which moved 
along the road towards the same point, there 
were many forms marked by that élégant 
][usticity and historié character, attributed 
to the figures of Poussin, and which gave his 
landscapes much interest; while the strength 
5tnd grotesque rudeness of others presented 
the humorous originals of the Flemish school 
in ail their breadth and coarseness. Boys and 
girls, with that graceful lightness and flexibi- 
lity of figure and motion peculiar to the 
French youth, skipped along the road side ; 
others carefuUy led on the mule or ass, on 
which their grandmother, poised between 
her panniers, dispiayed ail the finery of her 
'' hahit de fête:' The old men, with long 
staffs and immense cocked hats, walked 
stoutly on, and led or drove the teams, carts, 
and waggons, which fi lied the road on every 
side. Ail was sound, and motion, and bustle, 
and business ; and the bells fastened to the 
showy worsted head-pieces of the mules and 
horses kept merry time to the whole *iv- 
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mated scène ; while baskets o£ violets and 
lily bf the valley, on their wajr to the market 
of M ontreuil, perfumed the air with ail the 
odour of a fuU-blown summer. 

I kriow not what motive, for it certainly 
could not be compassion, had induced the 
sturdy driver of one of the many open cAa- 
rettes y which for a time kept pace with our 
carriage, to admit into his rustic vehicle^ 
along with his dame and demoiselles, two or 
three British. soldiers : but the combination 
and contrast of this group was admirable. 
The. military uniform> the military air, the 
English physiognomy,.with a certain mecha^ 
nical immobility of the well-drilled counte* 
nances (whiçh hâd sô long obeyed the com- 
mand of •^Eyes right/' and " Eyes left,'^ 
that every feature had been disciplined by 
beat of drun^), presented the strongest con- 
trast to the figures and faces of their compa-* 
nions ; whose ever-shifting expression almost 
di^torted intelligence to grimace, and whose 
violence of gesture received relief from the 
automaton-rmovements of their military com- 
panions. A cold, sôlemn-looking English 
sergeant was giviug a sort of lethargiized 
attention (while he smoked a long Germai 
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fiipe) t» ihR détails wbicfa tbe elder dame 
m9» conmuoicatêng, uoconscious» peiiiaps^ 
iltftt he c)M Qot understand a word she utteiv 
ed : while a apruce Iriab corporal, . wko as«- 
f ured tt3, wheo we i^poke to him at the bar- 
rier of Mou treuil, tbat he felt ^^ ^uî^e agreeu*' 
ble in Fretnce/^ was endeavouring to ixKke 
bimself so to a round-^faced black^eyed little 
jekiOOMelIe^ who sat besîde hira, and who waA 
ruoiÛDg over the little coquetteries, in a lan*^ 
guage which nature bas rendered a motber^ 
longue ail tbe world over ; a tongue which 
Fat^ whatever may bave been bis deficiemy 
ia tbe ianguage of tbe çouatry» «eepied per- 
fectly to understand. 

In tbis singular imd intinaate association 
of the natives of two countrie?^ so long op« 
posedby 

^^ Co|iti}ine|ious^ b^fly? mad-brain'd war,'' 

k> * 

there was something eKtremely gracions ta 
ibe f«elings ; and tbe horrible and sanguinary 
détails which filled up the interval from the 
xpoment the British troops first entered 
Frapce, vere ail forgotten in the contempla^- 
tion of tbis little scène of reciprocal gQod^ 
wilL Tbe Ënglisb soldier no longer trackeë 
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his progresB with blood, not <;àri1ed désolai 
tidiï ta the hearth ôf the Fnsttdh peasant : thtg 
French peasant no longer flëd in feat^ nof 
execrated in indignation the ^^ armipotenf 
goldiep" of ir rival country. Oh, Wby 
9}K>uId nations, so closdy assocmted' by na^ 
tural position» be ever opposed in sabguiiiary 
confiict ; and, assisting tbe'wild ambition of 
tbdr rtilers; discover too làte ihat tb«y are 
btit the dup^s of thdir ewti national préjudice, 
ihe victifite ^f a pdlicy vhitb ^orks on Xkitm 
tôt itu own yiêl?8 ! 

Ilisar, boirev^r» tbat this Kttk ocënë wa<i 
râtber a rate tfaan a jiidt sample 0f the fnter^ 
léonine aiid €onfid<^nce; vrhi«h Mbskt betweëtt 
ébe peaâaât ckis» of Fi«ti«6 and thek allied 
conquerors. Wbatévèr public apirit i^ to bé 
Ibond in France, mtist nofe be sQogbt fov iii 
htt capital» but în ber provinces ; and a 
peasantry whose substance is bourly drain^d 
by 60iïtrîbutions and taxation, cannât bee^ 
^ected to look iritb mucb con^dence and 
good-will on those, who bave becn the càùsé 
df thesè multîplïed èvits, 
' A few miles &om Montreuil pur postitfion 
âtopped bid bornes, and turning back Ih» bead^ 
^ked> wtth ^ gritt cl intreaty, ^' Mansieuni 
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permettrait^ à Madame de monter derrière la 
voiture?'* and he pointed to a smart girl, who 
had run panting beside our calèche for some 
paces. Madame thanked us with a low curt- 
sey for our permission > and thanked us again 
wben she alighted at the barrier of Mon- 
treuil. Weentered into conversation, while 
the commmaire was looking at our passport. 
She was an inhabitant of Samer, I asked 
her whether the English troops did not make 
her little town very gay > ** hicn le contraire t*\ 
she answered, with a sighificant shake of her 
head ; ^* ç'e^t d*une tristesse à faire mourir i** 
for tbere werç no *' bals bourgeois'* I en-» 

quired the reason. ^^ OA, par exemple * l^^ 
honnêtes Jilles n'aimant pas se présenter devant 
Us militaires étrangers.'* For this pièce of vil** 
lage prudéry , however, she would assign no 
reasonbut ^^ ^h ! mais y quevoulez-vous?" and 
ihoiSe broken interjections and accompanying 
shrugs of the shoulders, which in Fra«ce 
mean ev^ry thin^, qr çothing,ijust as they^ 
^re taken. 

i !When Arthur Youog travelled throngh 
Feance^ ': io 1789, he observed. that not only 
CQttageâ, but well^buHt bouses, vere.withouV 



^ass i¥indows, and had no ather. light than 
what the door admitted. This true model 
of an Irish cabin would now, I believ€, 
scarcely be found in any part of France, not 
even in the north, where the peasantry are in 
a less prospérons condition than elsewliere. 
There is, in the wholc appearance of an ex- 
cellent Ënglish cottage» an air of indescribable 
comfort» a sort of picturesque neatness. that 
goes beyond the Une of mère cleanliness 
and accommodation, and which speaks as 
much to the eye of taste, a9 to the feelings of 
philanthropy. To this character the French 
habitations, as far as my observation extends^ 
do not attain ; although I heard much of 
the flat-roofed cottages of Quercy, and of 
the exterior neatness and interior copofort of 
the peasant résidence in the south* The 
nearest approach to Ënglish con^fprt, which 
we saw, was in, Normandy, where the cpm-r 
pact buildings, composed of brick, inter*f- 
spersed with transverse beams painted bl^k» 
and deeply buried in their '' bouquet d^ arbres,"' 
or knote of. fruit and fprest trees, strongîy 
.resemble the farming tenements of Stafford- 
fikMettad ShrQpsbire. 

. The. môdeTO.Fïench... cottage, ho^e^er^ 
àreiàtrobg,! and wçll VwiilA aï»d;W» cQ^^Fed 
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trith a tbatcb pecnliarly excellent, and per^ 
£èctl3r adapted to pender tbeir loflto wliii»> 
and to repel thé inctemency of tbeir severe 
wkiters. Theîr chimnies are irell constraottd; 
their Windows neatly sa^bed, and their doors 
well himg : the latter, I observed, werc ge^ 
fierally kept dhut. The ÈOM is ftlmost uni^ 
versally of clay» beaten down to the cocm 
sistency of gtone. In the *' grande chumbre/* 
or interior room, on which the prospérons 
owner displays bis refinement and taste, tliere 
is occasionally to be found a plancher, ùi 
boarded floor. The ordinary cottage is^ fot 
the most part, divided into two apartments t 
the eomnron room, which serves as kitchen^ 
and a better apartment, in which the best 
bed and best fumiture are placed: The lofti 
tifford good sleeping rooms iot the servant! 
ànd younger part of the family. Ënery cot^ 
tf^ bas its little iassi^-^aur, its piggery» and 
cow-shed ; and too. many exhibit thevr higfa 
estimation of a good Jumier, by acciiinu<^ 
lating the mannre^ whidi is to enrich tbeir 
Kttle deœesne, nearly opposite to theîr 
iioors. 

One of the first objects witb a Frenoh p^iEU 
•ant^ when he becomes inaster of a. ca(btage^ 
h tô ftinlkishit wlth an excellent bçd» Tïm 



loxury is carried io sach ain eiscess^ tbai in 

maâyprovinces^ aqd in thewest paiiicnlarlj^^ 

ihey ^scenâ their beds by steps. Not to faa?e 

^ k>fty bed is a sign of poverty » both in tastè 

and in circumstances, which ail are anxioiMi 

to avoid ; and to meet the ^* qti'en dira^UonP' 

x^ the cammune, on this subje^ct» the sump^ 

tuousness of this pièce of furniture is pro^ 

cured at the expense of other comforts, or 

isometimes even of necessaries. In this ari- 

ticle, at least, the peasantry are wonder^ 

fully improved, since the '^ beau siècle ci 

Louis XIV." that golden âge, which afl 

^^ royalistes ptirs^' wish to see restored. Ih 

the best œra of that prospérons reign, whefi 

Madame de Sevigné arrivéd at an inn, kept 

by ia peasant, near the town of Nantes, she 

found only straw to lie on ; and she describes 

it as a place ^^ phts pauvre ^ plus misérable 

qu^on ne peut h représenter ; nous n^y avons 

trente que de la paille fraîche y sur quoi nout 

avons tous couché^ sans nous déshabiller \*^ and 

diis was in the most splendid reign that 

France e ver witnessed ; and this was in thé 

very provinces, in which the peasant is now 

sneJi a c^oxcomb, ttiat he aseends hîs bcd by 

steps. - 
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I have frequently reckoned three or four 
beds under the same roof, generally placed 
in a little recess in the walU and hung witb 
tàded tapestry, or curtains of tarnished da- 
mask, the second-hand finery of some fripjkr 
of the nearest great town, whose stores are 
^ven still but too well supplied from. the 
spoils of revolutionary déprédation. 

Whatever spiritual grâce may exist in the 
family of a French peasant, wiH be found ex- 
hibited in ^' the outward and visible signs,[^ 
which decorate the bed's head . Tbere hdsxgj^ 
the bénitier, with its holy water, a sort of 
domestic altar. There too is frequently sus- 
pended some thrice-blessed relie, which, 
though it may have lost much of its miracu- 
Ipus elïicacy , préserves its station; therealso 
a maimed virgin, or headless saint, which 
infidelity has neglected, or time dismem- 
bered, still remains at least for ornament, if 
Hot for use. I have frequently observed, 
that the bed oiJavotte, under her straw roof, 
and the bed of the petite maîtresse of Paris, 
were precisely on the same model, each ex- 
hibiting her stock of vanity and superstition^ 
in an article the least calculated for the dis- 
play of either. 



Thè pendule, or lime-piece, which neariy 
excited an insurrection in la Bretagne, when 
întroduced into tbat harassed province, in 
the days of Louis XIV. (as being some por- 
tentous engine of the gabelle J, is now net 
ônly an ornament, but an indispensable pièce 
of furniture, and is to be found in every bet- 
ter sort of cottage. Those, so much in use 
àmong the peasantry of the south, are fabri- 
cated in the Jura, or the Vosge, and are pur- 
chased at a very moderate price. To count 
time by its artificial divisions, is the resource 
ôf inanity. The unoccupied ignorance of 
the véry lowly, and the inévitable ennui of 
the very elevated, alike find their account 
in consultations with a time^piece. It is in 
the hour-glass ôf energy and of occupation^ 
that the sand is always found lying neglected 
at the bottom. 

One of our most libéral and most récent 
Ënglish travellers in France, Mr. Berkbeck, 
describes in his brief journal a French pea- 
sant, eating with a silver fork ; and I observ- 
ed that we never stopped even at the poorest 
kôtelerie, on the cross roads, or in the small- 
€st village (which we frequently did, as much 
to talk to the hôst as to obtainrefreshtnent), 
that wie had not piur fruit and fromage 4^ 



c0€hon scitVftd witb maiasy silvdr ferkd and 
spoons. Indeed, witb thoae few exceptàom^ 
which must be every wbere £6und to uise 
eut af tbe pecultar circumstances of mdÎTir 
dual misfartune, tbe French cottage alway» 
indicates tbe dwelling of a tbriying aod j^^os- 
perous population. 

I bave often heard it lemarked by Endish 
travellers^ wbo bad visited France before f bs 
révolution, tbat tbe peasantry were^ at tfatt 
period, as disbonest as tbey wére necessitonft^ 
and yielded to temptations of tbe£t tbe more 
readily, as tbe severity of tbe punisbment 
onivereally prev«ited prosecuticm. Tbis 
brancb o£ morals^ wbicb dépends so mucb 
more upon tbe Condition of thoae wbo vîolafe 
or respeot it, tban upoti any abstract prind-r 
pie, is necessarily improved iu' France witb 
tbe amended state of tbe lower classes. Mo- 
rais are inevitably bctterêd by tbe compe* 
tency wbicb excludes temptation ; atid pro*^ 
perty, universally if not equally dtffùsed, bei 
gets a respect for property , seconded by thafc 
law of self-preservation, wbicb imposes tbe 
necessity ôf ^^ doing as we woold be dono 
by/' In tbis respect I bave beard itallowed, 
even by tbe mostex^gerated royaiist»^ tbat 



the Bftver classes in France w« v^it^ly mn 
pypvçd, botji iii tbe towns and couotry : gnd 
Jhe rarity of exécutions in France; for crîmft» 
i)| 4ishoniet$ty, fotriQs a singular cootra»t to 
tfe^r mçlançbply frequei^ io £Ag|and. I 
|*ei»eni)>er puf baving aligbted ârom our carr 
r4agé tQ epare^it^ spori»^ in â sort of '^ crnck* 
6kuji>-<€Hlimon road/' thut wouod tiirou^ a 
wildernei^ ,af fruit-tree^^ whieh might hâve 
p)a^«ed for tbfi original £de», and vrbich pre^ 
Pîented mch te»ptatiom to> tbe lips of the 
trav^lec, i^ ^be^ ^' v1k> for un appte daoaMied 
mwkivd/' woold bave flrànd ivreNjs^tible. I 
«»ked a boy t wlm wUb a littla oooirade was 
ly ing reading under one of the«e prolific tr ees, 
i^hetber I migbt tako an apple : be repliad 
WpUy, '* cela n$ mt regarét pw; — ^^they 9tm 
Qot min^/' '^ But you soœetimes belp yoar^ 
st^f» l dare say/' Ke jraiâed faia head, and 
iQQking at mt witk an lé^pret^ion: of hunioiii^' 
ow^sajrcftsi», bc r^>Ued, ''Vomvwkzdm^ 
y G LER ; n'mt-^ce pm, M^dfmtf Ntm, Modcmt^ 
H vaut', mmv m dûtmwter, qu^de »% fak^. vo^ 

leur, pour une pomme.^' I know not wJbetber 
.ibis littJe afféedote ibe any illuBstjrakioa of the 
ywtiç moiml& o£ 11» ixwwafcry ; but I aair nôi- 
v^|i»gi duringâoy; retfàdeace in France, tliat 
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coulcl induce me to consider it as a tare or 
8plendid instance of probity. A more re- 
raarkable instance, in point with the présent 
subject, occurred to an'Irish friend. He was 
leaving Paris during the reign of terror, and 
dropped down tHe Seine in a small boat^ 
which just contatned himself and bis baggage* 
Within a mile of the town he was hailed by 
a bon citoyen^ who mistook him for a *^députéy 
qui s'était éviidé avec de V or delà république y'^ 
and was forced to land. After it had been 

detcrniined by the mob that it would not be 
tight tb kill him without examination, he wa^ 
dragged away to the maire de commune^ wherè 
he was detaiined nearly an hour, before he 
could show bis passports, and be admitted tô 
proceed. Yet on his return to his boat^ he 
found bis gold^headed cane, silver saucepan> 
baggage, every thiâg in short, in statu quo\ 
without injury^ and without violation . Evek 
then the lower classes began to feel» the]^ 
bad a character to support, and guilty of 
erîme, they alpeady disdained the vices oC 
slaives. . ; . 

Sobriety is aconstitutîoiial'virtue with the 
French ; .anddrunkennessa vice strictly con- 
fined to the very refuse of the very lowest 
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orâerui idiicîi atwafys itifest ^eat aîid j^opli- 

stôte pelsafït iii Picàrdy, trlietheir leê bonnes' 
liné^s^j^, tiilage w^re evièr goilty of thk Ml^ 
ibg f She fjqplied witb indigfiati<m :— ' ^ Z>è**^ / 
elleg Serment ckaMèes demnte eomitiUM*^ 

The tbin light im du pays is thé tablé^^itlk 
of ih&* p0or6£tt peaâatitrjr ; atid tberé are fèw 
m pôdf, ad not to bave a lîttJe st6rè of *up€* 
ridr qivalîty in» tbë j&i^i# caveau ^ ot celtar, to» 
ôéfebrate tbe many ''feétiris,'' wbicb e*i)oy-- 
idéftt steals &om laboof, ttndér tbe Èinctiûéâ 
tërtaaà éf epocbs artcJ commeittarationi». 

^6^ èstiiriàte tbe virtde of températlcci, iû 
tbe k>Wéi* classes of any nation^ ît h nec«^ 
sttry, perbapts, to bave lired in a country so 
conditioned^ that dnmkermess becomesaltiàost 
a Véûial reftOtirce agamst inévitable rtiisery-**— 
\lrbere tbe fkiticy^ by wbicb tbe ktnd is rtrtéd, 
exhibîtâ suèb a complète tissue of errôf , btyfli 
ift ils legiaa^tioh and admitiistràtit^n, that 
mucb of its power îs derived froftt tbe pfeFpé^ 
toatioii oi a vice, wbicb kéeps^ tbe people 
degraded, and at tbe saine tinse "poif râ ii^ûné^ 
iitto tbe excbequer. ^ 



* Tbe military, however, drink freely. 
VOt. I. F 
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The modes of eveiy-day; Ufe in Fmaoen 
evenamong the peasantiy aûd Iqwest classe»^ 
are powerfully influenced by the l*appy a»d 
génial tempérament . of tlie people. Ana 
though tbe peawntry are not withoat a cer- 
tain brusquerie of manner> arising Qut of their 
condition, it ie tempered by acourtesy, which 
indicates an. intuitive urbanity» beypflid the 
refu^h of art to teach, or the n^ans of xun^ 
ning tp açquire ; and it explains what Cœsar 
meant, when he declared, he found the Cîauls 

*^ the poiitest barbarians he had canquereàJ* 

Thereis, however, among th^ peasantry of the 
présent day, as among ail the lower çljasses, 
a certain tonc of independeuçe,* which., 
almost seems to claim equality with the . 
snpe^ior person they address, and which is. 
evidently tinged with the rep^l^Uçan bue, so 
Universally adopted during th^ révolution. . 
A French peasant, meeting hi$ byothier ,{^a-; 
sant, takes ofF bis hat. with the air of apeiit^. 
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♦ When Napoléon, în ow cf bis harai^gw^ t» the pep- , 
pie, addressed the peasantry by the term "p^^^w>".it 
crave gênerai umbrage, as if the same term had been given 
to the yeomanry of EngUuid. He accordingly took care^ aot^ 
torepeatit. ; ^ . r * 
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mditfe ; and I hâve seen two labotlrers argue 
the cérémonies of their bare^headed saluta* 
iion^ with as msuiy stipulations as would go 
to a treaty of peace. 

^^ Mais momskur, mon amiy amêrez^vouSy j€ 
vous en prie.'^ — ** jBà, mais tfous, monsieur^ 
parbku A si vous Vordoimez ; /ef /'— And both, 
with a bow and a scrape, a,fter a few more 
compliments, résume their hats and their 
conversation together. Equally polite to 
bis superior, but not less independent in his 
marner than when addressing his equal> 
^yr homme du peuple'' now looks " /'Acwimd 
comme il faut'* fulHn the face, when he ad- 
dresses him ; and there is indeed a mixture 
of intelligence: and fraokness in his mamier, 
extremely pleasant to witness,^ and at once 
Ic^reign from familiarity and meanness. Oh ! 
in. listening to their sensible questions, and 
jBk^nk repliés, how often, and how'undvoid* 
ably, Imve I contrâsted their depôrtment 
with that of the peasantiy of my own coun- 
try, where a whole population seem con-^ 
demnéd to exhibit, in their unregulated con- 
duct and manners,^ the extrêmes of lawless 
résistance^ and of groveling servility ;^ — where 
he, wbo for some trifling benefit to-day kneels* 

f2 



m tfar dust adt yaur fcet, in. eitag^snttçdhgraw» 
ittude^ urith ^ ibi^ iTièyi ^yoiet vàgu limay yM 
htpé^à kofp^ diath V (£pr pt>«er aasd àemth arâ 
familiar images to the Irisfaj nkidy will^ 
pei:kaps> to-^morrmr, in the sûdnigbt meet- 
ings, af kis wietched havel, in the d^peratim 
of péverfy and înebiiefy^ pJan the violatraii 
of your property^ or the destnactio» oi ybiwr 
liufe. Sla^e of his passions, and rictîm qf hS» 
wroâgs; in good or iU> equally govemed hy 
their fyranny, be re-acts upon the poJicy 
whicK mode him vh»k he is^ with ^ faithftti, 
bift frî^tful influence. 

.Tbedoméstic nanners of the Fresicb pea^ 
i^aatsy^ like Ûmv domestic affeetiobs^ aipe 
nrild atid wana ; and the pù^esme ptMcàn, 
Mrhiàti dénotes tdie strong bisidÎQg niterest ol 
propertjf' in the oh^t ta which it is attaehed, 
i« pcolussly: givisn tq ail the endearing tiest<^ 
kindared. *^ Hot9té mari,^ or more freqiuently 
'' mtt^ nHàtrey-" is the tet«|i which tibe wifer 
usesy whe» speaking of or ta ber busband ; 
andthead^ectives of ^*ién/* oc '^petit,'*"^ are 
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* Thèse facmily etidearments are ùnt eame among the fîrst 
m arnong the \tmer elâsees^ and Ike diKuaiitm' ^^diêêf* ' 
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genefr^ly attdtd»d to every member of the 
faimly, accotditig to tfaeir rànk^ or a^. 
Thé grafttjsire is alWays '' Ve ion papa^'' «nd 
ail sisters and brothers are " petW* and 

Dtiring my most pleasant: résidence «t th^ 
Chatéàu D'Orsonville, I nemember one momo* 
îng acconoipâjiying Mad* de C^-p** m à wadk 
into thé tilli^e, to y bit an ancient wlgneron^ 
wbo had, in hiiâ^ youth, been m gardener in 
the ftpirily, und Mrho was now a sort of little 
propriétaire y cultivating his own petitt ferrr^ 
and supporting a family of tiirëc générations^^ 
by its pioduee. 

The cottage of this little làtidholder was 
inclosed Mrithin a low «nud #all/ imihediately 
opposite to it ; and within tiie same court 
was the smaller cottage of his son's family. 
A flower knot, in wbich we found thé old 
inan working, althougb it was Sunday, waè 
the oniâment of 1>oth. *^ Bonjour, père Ma^ 
rifij' said Madame de C-^~, as we. enfered 
thewicket gâte. ^* Bon jour, madimouéUe^^^ 
returftéd pire Marin, throwing aside Iris 
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is given to thé daughter ût aster of a duke, as in the &* 
mily of a peàBant. ' - 
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spiàde^ and approaching us with a low bow, 
not ungracefiiUy performed for a man of 
years. *' Et, la bonne femmt V asked Ma- 
dame de C~~ . 

*^ ha voilà, notre Jetnme,'' replied père Ma^ 
rin, pointing to the cottage-—*^ Elle apprend 
à notre petit bon homme à prier le bon Dieu ;" 
and, in £atct, we found notre petit bon homme, 
à fine boy of four years old, on his knees 
"before his ancien! grandmother* She arcee 
at our entrance, and replacing her missal 
and beads on a shelf, which contained some 
gardeners' calendars, and an old volume of 
Bossuet, welcomed us with gve^t courtèsy. 
Madame de C~— * enquired for ail the mem- 
bers of her famiiy (and she asked for each 
by their name) : the oldwoman replied, *^j&o»r 
notre Jih, il est allé s* égayer au jeu de bague^ 
au château^'^^et notre bru, elle ett auprès^ du 
berceau de notre petite, petite ^ et pour le petit 
ion homme, le voilà, le voilà, le magot T^ 

Madame de Chabanais asked ^' le magot, *^ 
whether he would ac(îompany her back to 
the château.— --"JfefûeV /r^ wlontiers,'* hère* 
plied, and nodding to his grandfether and 
grandmother, hç adçled^ " adieu ,^ notre bon 
papa ; adieu, notre bonne maman i ^eu, ma-* 



man,'^ to his yaiïng lïïother, who was 3eated 
^t the door of her cottage, rooking the cra- 
wle of an ii^asit child, and engaged in makinfg 
a shirt for her hustiand. 

The peasantiy submit yfïth dîfficulty to the 
^tihui ôf idleness^ ' imposed on them by the 
Hew r^ixlatîèbs;* whkh enforce the strict 
4>bservance of the sabbath-~an obsarvaiice 
unknown in most Catholic countries. 

Before I take leave of the family of notre bon 
-pè^e Murm^ I must notice an incidait, which 
«truck me forcibly . The book-shelf of the 
grand6U;her was filled with books of devatkm 
stttd agriculture. The books on thêshd\ndB, in 
the son's cottage, (whieh were pretty ntime*- 
rous) c^nsisted of some odd volumes of Vol* 
taire, Molière, Bousseau, and la Bruyère/ I 
askedthe youtig woman, whether l^r husband 
jiead much > She said, al way s when he had 
time^ After we had wàlked in père Marin't 
^rden, which was large and well 9tooked> hé 
hobbledafker me with some fine carnations, 
apofegizing that his grapes were not ripe. I 
hâve preserved thèse flowers ; for I know iio 
specimaa in the hortusi^cus of Linnaôus more 
preciotis, than the flbwers gatheted from 
among the cabbages of a peasaht's ga^daji^ 
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.«9 iadeed I did wh«rev«r I had «a oppoi> 
tunity of conver^ic^ with tbe. Freocb peîir 
santry, a primitive $implîcity of mw$»fig, 
jt^giiied to natural quicktte^s «nde vident ten- 
: id^nc^ to a sort of quawt hiunour- la Aur 
veriQ^e> k Bwta^e, and the Beartiot^i X^am 
jtold this i$ particularly observable; aa^nl tfaat 
among thèse faruly pastoral people tbe^uh^eet 
of fomy modem idyUloini^ may.be found, 
mt les9 toucbing or kas nmpe tbaix £he «H^ 
^eiUt* Nor, iDdeed> ai^the The^eriti md 
Saooazaris of the Théâtre d^s VatidevH/es, et 
de ia Variété^ un&ithful tô theâr" origtnalfi; 
4liMigh> perbaps, they 4o not always take 
thé - nwst poetical vieir Qf th^ir $ubjeci^. 
; Thé tn^^ytr has no équivalent io^he pri4 
miti^ the€ ajid thou of tbe Ëngli^b trànsla*» 
ikm. The tu^ foyer universal in France, in 
aU the intercoorse ctf frienddhip and ihtimacy, 
ia alwayt used among the peasaato, exœpt 
|o their superiors, to whom, during.the ten^ 
Toluticm/' it was ideo appliod in the thcin 
rmgiiing grammar of Frencii equality. ^ Ici 
0n se tu^toit^' vas freqijuently se^i written icrver 
the doofs àf the public burtaus: Fedoops ifc 
was a reiàËdim of théaiutic èdii<airtion> f^ 



^évi^A tey tlie ^ojral iac«Mi1îain«er, fle^iy IV. 
a» ke ,<m\\e^ Im quem, bttt hts i&ioi«tec$ of 

' « ie 'boisa <oi, Sélljr, " / ' ' •• '■•' 
h,i.. / JMbfa'j^aiiNillii'; .;.; A ■ < ■ : ■ l' 

r. .,. .„J*9ur boire à. vos appas, ^ 
Fwt mettre chapeau bas. . 

. By: ithisilittle ef»imon. à boire fi\» tu and tci 
4ir^i)e>«yxiDd ^en .^wU»tly deemed ^ulgarismé^ 
whieh €(ff«»d^ the.priiJe of. .^he baUghty D«» 
ch«»e de SuUyi wbQOi ttoe myal poet dignifi^ 
with the staÉidy . pronon» /' ww* " -I hâve 
heani ]Sr^lolei»i1i; iafiimiK origia <iuQted by 
tibè^oya^wfw: jw«»v, ,f>* «Kj^awing the Vulgàt 
rl»iui»»t^«àe «f A«i u^ing the v''' turtoy^" to 
the éi(mg^t€r.-of'th^'C((sQr^y ^ho,; ho^tev^r^ 
wag.senJfetlâ* hwrt >by. tbe coe-rise feimili»*ily> 
Sb9)tâi$alL>tbe/£iBt|>eK)c>tf ç>i tite Iprsffiebiiàid 

Kii^gitif Jt^ljîy in eeturu, 'î «m» <^f »^ imb>n\H' ^ > 
.' Allsvthfi/tifis of kiiidriedi'âin? .jp^^Hair)!^ 
^acDesb aaxiAiig' the French peasantrym-^nd 
fMMeijtal ifipelibg% «.re »o 8trODgjd«ytfti;bifr(| 
^$191»! mei %o -a çttstdan;' Vhich, rhp.^ete* 
toucbingy jin.ia.pastQtfti tfle^ wonld pf^bofts* 
io r^ life, be mose f ' hoDoréd in tbe brsftej^ 
tbani4àÇ(.eb5ewniiQe." ; r . .^ b .:^ 
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When ihe aged parent behoMs the prios^ 
pects of life closMig dimly dri his vie^^ lie 
endeavours to catch one pai^ting my ftùm 
ils sinking sun^ by an act^ which raHies aH 
the best feelings of humanity to the heart. 
He gives up his ail to hiè chitdren^ smd 
throws himself on their generoisiity and gra- 
titude for future comfort^ 'maintenance, and 
support. He thus affords them the oppor- 
tûnity of repajring the cares he lavished on 
their helpless state, by consigning bisfeebk^ 
ness to their protection : and as he 'i& led 
Irom the cottage of one child to that of 
another, his arrivai and departùre awakeii 
«tll that yet remains vital at thp heart of 
the old sire, and r«nc*r émotions^ whîeh 
usually slumber or die in the independent 
gelfishneâs, by wfaich the egotisdh of* âge 
exchides itseif from gratùitoos kinâness; '^ 

This^ imprudent, but )]ieiiévotetat, euâitom 
of ^ an àlteôtio^ate aiid primitive pèbple {éoi 
tfie Fitenc|i peasants' are' extremely priV«tVibe), 
is Sometimes, thoiigh iVery ifanely, a tie»t >0f 
htmian vtrtua too much for , the prôof^ a^ 
«vinees in tiie fetber's trroiigs ^ hùVf mmch 
«h^i'për than a serpent-s tooth is an lUi*- 
^tà^M child/' Thé destttute and ill-ra- 
quited parent may somëtîmes^ 'appeàl to 
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the friend's protection, or the stranger^s 
sympathy, and cry, in the afFecting words 
of Lear : " 7 gave them ali/* It îs delight^ 
fui, hôwever, to believe, what I was con^:antly 
assured, that snch instances of turpitude 
are veiy rare ; and that splendid examples 
of filial dévotion and filial gratitude are of 
every-day occurrence. A peasant father, 
who had thus generously, but incautiously^ 
distributed his little property, during hi$ 
Kfe^^time, among his cliildren, was met by a 
îiÈeighbour, as he was retuming from his first 
TÎsit to the house of his son— ^-^^ JSi; côm^ 
ment vous ont^ih reçu ?*' asked liis : frieind. 
^^ Comme leur enfcmtV* vas the touching 
reply. 

Oh! blessed be the roof which sheltars 
the aged parentes head frotn the last rough 
shocks of time and of adversity î— -^bcoeàth 
whose shed love repays ail that love be^ 
stowed I — where the cradle of reposing âge 
îs gently rocked by filial hands; and wherè 
the last look of life falls oii objects, whâdi 
fender eveh its last moments preeious! : • 
- In this act ôf cônfideôce and geherosity» 
the servants of the family are neveri foi> 
^tten. And they> : m rotum» mhexa tfa^ àtt 



ehildkiSfll^ ben^ueaUi tk^ir savmgi^ jbe «qqpie of 
the childrên of thé fwnily, with wbom tJatey; 
aequired it. Thé tie betweea the sehraa^ 
«nd masterv inltJiepeas&Qt. régime, is abo 
cèmented by^ some ù£ the kkidliâst feelinge^^ 
ef î iirhich biiman nature is susceptible^ 

Among the Protestants of Sakitonge, th^ 
IftYÔurite domestiib is.€ho»en to aaswjer fotf 
f ev^nnt de ia farmlle, at the baptismal foiïtri 
aind this religious alliance inspiras the APOjS^ 
devûted attachment, on the part of th$ .sew 
vaiit, ÉJo the young master. Still, howeyîBf* 
the> ferènier -who marries the *' domestigfie,'* 
ds thé feibale siervaht is callèd in the r^tiq 
métmgis^ is lôst &¥ ever to ail respectabiîity 
in his commune. This aristocratie hofrar 
o£ Q^n^SHalliancey &o strange in a primitive 
^easantry^ doubtless has its origin in aonfe 
d}d >pir€§iidlce, which has escaped beyond the 
iFeciofiâB 6f traditjonary lore. 

SPiiere is, among the Ittwer classes of the 
fipekîcb,'» spedeé of native humour^ which> 
ii|[iiaiirt. aitd simple, ocdasibnally fumishès 
little Gomie ' 6Çôiiffl of aajàlmbst dramatie 
ei9fect^ :ii| their jdaBy 'intércoucse. I re- 
laiember seeing . aa old i>ùiturier indulgkig 
^ hutnoufmi» dîsposstiQijy :at the expèhse 



of : ths iwiemiiBty cf : the ' stâtely '€iamp2iÎ9Mlr» 
of thel banriîhe S*. i^mV,^ witfi an a(icbIn^ 
pahymg griinace a^ poâture quitè indb^ 
sdribable. He wag ériving hk little* vehictè 
car^essly^ aloiig, sàiging to a group of i>éa->^ 
sant girls, whom he wb» €o«veying to Parii^; 



-.f 



r ^^ Qui veut savoir rhistqire entière ^ 

Die Mam'selle Manon, la couturière.'^ 

> * ( 

* ; • » 

. /^ F<>^ jW2^«<e4jpôr^/*^--dienia«^ed the commis 
«iir^,-r*-a kalU stately-looking military xnaiiy 
With elnly onelegf. Tbc old'ùoitntier lookeà 
htm iuIL in ihe â.cé; then^ r&^ûtmzieiiciii^ 
^^' fw V€ut êaboàr, Sfc. dfCy^ wàd dmîi^ ony 
ir)%^ the cùmmns€àr€^ îmwm at thk wsmt af 
Kspect toi the dî^didty of his ofiCbcÊ, seûed 
the teinls ,<rf the «cirry torstei, irif H a voltey of 
impàse^^tiims; tenninatia^g hk anatlœiiias 

jpfiSi^'i *^. Commeàty.di(iàhyJ€^^ paisérai pas V^^ 
repeated the voiturier, starting from his seat 
in a passion; " unpasse-port pat^r It^es quatre 
j^^eile^V^ pointii^ to the girls, ^^fmâ^Ufake 
péage pour des dènreés teiïes que cela ? Và^Uon 
octroyer "^es pùcetlesf Diable emporte Pâme de 
fn0fk^chie!i^^ ,fife;n Mfipr^e^ un motit mçiV — ■ 
f leaw^ mûnsiem*\*^^qsie %»uUn^^mfakré^ améc ces^ 
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quatre ptkteihtV^ The rage and impatience 
of the commmaire was now at its height^ 
when the old vokuriery having indulged hîs 
humour, showed hi9 passport, and cooly 
taking up his song of ^^ Mam' selle Manon, la 
couturiére,^^ drove on. 

An élégant and ,modern biographer of 
Madame de Maintenon* observes, that in 
the " beau siécJe" of Louis XIV. ** lei esprits 
étaient soufnis à la religion, comme au mo^ 
narque.^^ And Madame de Maintenon herself 
déclares, that some of the gay young men 
of the mo&t tiresome court in Europe were, 
" pleins de grandes impiétés, et de sentimens 
d^ ingratitude, envers le roiT » While it waa 
thus the fashion of that pious , day , to con- 
fbund the sovereign and the Deity, and to 
consider the king both as the ** law and the 
ptoph^ets,'^ in thè purlieus of his own court f. 
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t ^^ Diea m'a* fait U |prace, madame, (sajrs the feeble 
Racine to Afad» de Maintenon), ea .quelle compagnie 
que je me sois trouvé, de ne Jan^is i^ugir de Tévangile, 
ni du roi»" And yeVthis divinity died, alike hated and 
deepised,' left almoàt àlohe'fôk ikrbé days on bis deaJth- 
bed;, abandoiïeà\ by hi& wliSe Sttfid faU €on]^M(cn'.--^His cfeatli 



tfae peasantry, remôved from the immçclûite 
pctesence of this human divinity, had bai 
veiy loose ideas of a religiont yfhmk vas 
taught by priests, who^ Madame Maintenon 
déclares, in one of her cdnfidiential létters,, 
^' knew no more than themselve»/' adding^ — 
*^ iis ne songent qi^à parer leurs églises; ccut 
qui sûnt pius écloiiréSy songimt à bien prêcher; 
(t leurs brebis ignorent toutJ^ 

To this testimony of the state of religion^ 
«imong the Catholie peasantry ^i France, 
given by the exteraûnator of the Probes-» 
tants^ it i8 curiouç to add an anecdote of 
the dark ignorance of the peai fmtry of Ls^ 
Bretagne, on sùbjjects of religiovB importa 
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was celebrated by rejoicings^ tehich rièacti^ from the 
tapital to the {]4até of'Sèpuktnfe; and the remaîngof Ix>ub 
^faej6reaé.¥i(ereoi^rried throiig^i^jff-^^s totheirlonghoine, 
toOToi^thepndignatiop .rf^a pe^kj from whQm he had 
only extorted blood ^d tears, aiîd wpo, long opposing 
itself to the adulatîo^i ôf a corrupt court, had alreadj 
cfaanged the epithet ôf ^^ le grand''- into tlkkt of <^ mâuwi» 






.Bactni&,,iy}io^o^G^.atefi the kjng.^d,the.goqpel iso in-, 
timately, \^im &miliar letters, in his wprk on tbe;Poil;e 
Royal, talks ik îhe great designs 'i)f Gbd ^ 6n la mSrè 
jlë^tëJ S«di ^àk'thé iiiiéHecInîa eàiHiè^ thb adtkor ^ 



ahoé, and cdfeiessfy - rebited fa^r; oneyiidob 
fjbbts :it as a tiraàt oi hmÉao^, Hadthexitt^hQ 
iamghtéàt, thaQ ta be depl^ored; amd'Wfaose 
évidence -upoii ail- eotenlporaiE^ snbjccte magf 
be âliriy 1 admitted* /> 

^^ Pour La Mem9€y^ (says Mad. de:Se- 
TÎgDé^ spëaking of the abbé o£ that namè); 

• 

\^Ilfai^iesïatéchisMe$, let fUcs et démtmchet.^ 
L^ autre jour il interrégeùit Us petits en/mu, éi 
apris plusieurs queâtiani^ ih confondirent^ le 
tout emsiemble j de sorte qucy menant à leurde^ 
mander^ qui étoit lx viBROSy Ui répandirent 
tous y Pun après Pautre^ que c^étoif le cjrjba^ 

TAVtL Blïi €I£K S^ Dl5> Ul TE91BE:! B JÉ^ 

Jut peint ébrqnléj par lis petits ev^a^t;, itaaù. 
voyant qœ des hommes et-desfemmeSy et même 
des viellafds^ ^Fçiient la nfème phose^ il futper^ 
suadé, et i^ remUtià ropimon commune V', 

If, thetefiM^e^^ iir the latte* da^ «f Lôui» 
XIV. whçfi Velîgîori Uîiider the 'kîkg antf 
Madan^e.de Maintenon had becomé ^/asbion 
among ^U dbsees, cotemporary writers as^ 
sert that the peasaiitry in the provinces, olA 
aiïd young, belièved God the Creator, and 
the Virgin Mary, to be bne and the same 
P^nsm^ it i»ay bç pres^uçied tk^:t\iip cause 
of âdth was not much bettered, underv-thi& 



reigns of Ûie infidel * régent, and tis proflî- 
gâte ward. It may alâo be inferrçd that the 
Cardinals du Bois, la Faris, de Tencins, and 
de Fleuris, those Mascarilles of church and 
State, who govemed both by suth tricks and 
subtlétiès, as were worthy only of the valets 
and bufïbs of the vicions Italian drama,t did 
not, by their example and conduct, enlighten 
the tioctrine or improve the lives of the sub- 
altem cleirgy, over whorii they rùled. 

It is the fashioli to declaim, htowever, 
against the décline of religion in France, in the 
présent day, aii(J, comparing it to its former 
stâte ùnder the old rëgitaae, to laiatônt it hacs 8o 
lîÉtfe influetice ovér the peàsantry, and lowèr 
orders. But what was the^ religion, whose 
'' declin€i\^ is thus lamented ? What was its 
infltfôUce oh a people, buried in the grossest 
superstition aiid darkest ignorance ? While it 
pérmitted its ministers 16 mîngle in the in-» 
triguçs, and foment the disunions of ail the 
courts in Eiifope, and to countenance the 



■■ F 



♦ The devout Éfàâ. dé Pdrahëre ende«y€fdied to court" 
the rëgeht'i^cfur, by ajfcttï^g ihftàeliÉy. -'^ l\i a bâim 
f air é^^'&ÉLià the tegent, smîrmg, *^ ^ aéras sdwùêe*'* 

t See the Mémoires Secrets of the reign oMjoim» XV. '^^ 

VOL, I. G 
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vices of the mosft licentious of ite courts :r-— 
while it induced the King of France to com* 
f)romise mâtters with hîs conscience, by 
sending away his mistresses in Lent, and by 
taking them back at £aster ! ! !* and enabled 
him to quiet his death-bed fears, by laying 
Jiis enormities on the shoulders of his con- 
fessor ; t lending its sanction to any vice rich 



i*«« 



^ Between the exhortations of her confêesor, and thosm 
of Mad. de Maintenons Mad. de Mcmtespan was in« 
duced to quit the king in the semaine sainte^ Bossuet 
aiso preached to the king the necessity of giving up his 
Bustress, but the ^ semaine sainte^* being over, Bossuet 
and Mad. de Maintenon, viho had other views &r the 
royal pénitent, beheld with mortification the retupi of 
the mistress to Yersailles, ^^ plus triomphante et plus 
éclatante de beauté, qu*6h ne ravoif jamais vi/c." It was, 
however, the queen who prevailed upon the fkir pénitent 
to retum to Versailles, and it was the minister of state, 
liouvois, who, says Mad. de Maintenon, à ménagé unç 
tête'à^téte»** Wliat a combination, and what a piçture ! 

t The ferocious confessor of Louis XIV. the jesuit 
I^e Tellier, the persécuter of ail that was good and illus* 
trious in that day, and who united in his views fuid in* . 
trigues the Pope and the King of France, stood besidc 
the bed of the dying king, who said to him, ^^ Je vous 
remfs re$pùwi9ble devant Di^^% won père^ de iouttê les 
tioUnces qj^e vous m* avez ordoifwétf^."— Quere. Did fae , 
accept the- r^ppoasihility ?«-;$ce JkUut* d^ Mmntwqn^s . 



PSÀSANTRY* 83 

enough tô purchase its indulgences,* and 
forwarding any Viéws that promised to repay 
ihe compliance of its ministers» was its in- 
fluence to be commeudedf and its corrup« 
tions passed over. 

When the events of the révolution took 
their re-action upon ail the errors of the 
State, which they overturned, it was natural 
for the disciples,of ignorance and super- 
stition to deny princïples, when they lost 
sight of forms ; and it belonged to the im- 
médiate descendants of those, who declared 



♦ It was tlie cohfessor of Mad. de Maintenon, who 
quieted her scruples about living with the king^s mistreases, 
receiving the addresses of a married man, and assisting at 
the orgiesy which went under the name of média niche. 
•* // Jalloit que Dieu^ (says Mad. de Maintenon) eût 
donné des grandes lumières à l*Abl>é Goblin^ pour quHt 
prit sur lui de décider ^ atec toute V autorité d'un apôtre^ que 
je de'oois rester à la cour. J* exposai tout à ce saint homme^ 
qui persista à m^ordonner d^y demeurer.''^ 

The immoraifty of ail this îs nothing to the odious and 
canting hypocrisj^of the shrewd and strong-minded woman, 
"who never could Hâve believed that God inspired her con- 
fêssor with the force of an apostle, to order her to join the 
midnight revels of the king, which assembled ail that was 
most profligate and parasitical in his court. It was this 
permission to assist at thèse suppers, that M. de Main* 
tenon asked, when she saifl? ^'j'exposai tout^ &c. &c. 

q2 
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God and the Virgin to he one nnâ the $am^ 
persan, to pronoiince in their impious foHy, 
that Ihere was no God, to-day, and to vote 
, him into existence, to-morrow. For impiety 
thus'daring and extravagant, was the natural 
re-actkm of superstition thus dark and lu- 
dicrous. 

Amidst ail the absurdities, hoMrever, which 
during the révolution attended the tempo- 
rary abolition of catholicisin, it is most 
certain that it then received a shock, which 
in France can never, and will never be re-' 
paired. Among the peasant class, this shock 
bas been more or less resisted, accord ing to 
the force on which it had to act. In the 
west it was remotely felt. In la Vendée, 
whefre the three thousand nuns and priests, 
in their pontificats, had been seen in the rear 
of the royal army, raising the crucifix with 
the bayonet, and lighting the torch of civil 
contention, at the lamp of faith, catholicisn^ 
still finds her altars uninipaired. In many 
parts of the south a simple, and primitive 
people, who haVe always substituted habits 
for principles, and presented a rich soil to 
fanaticism in the ardor of tempérament, still 
cling to the religion, and superstition of 
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4heir fathers. After the aholitioii of the 
priesthood, g^nd wben in thèse provinces 
there w^fG. no fnlnisters to officiate, the pea-. 
santry wdre seen assembling in the dikpi-^ 
d^'tod çhurches, and chaunted the office^ and 
celebrated the ma(ss, with as much Êtith and 
unction^ as if they had been paid for their 
iiervices^ or looked to being rewarded with 
the produce of the ^me. It is however 9 
sitigiiUr fact, universally known». that while 
they thus devoutly clung to the cross, they 
professed abhoi^rence to its ministère, and 
dreaded the return of the curés^ or vicart^ 
l¥ho loRg:before the révolution had fprfeiteçl 
îill claim to their respect, by the undisr 
guised profligacy of their livfes, and had ren-» 
dered themselves enjinently obnoxious by 
their increasing exactions, under the sanc-? 
tipn of the dîme. 

''As long as I can remember/ '— said a 
gentleman to me in Paris, who wâ3 a native 
of the southof France,-"" as long as I can 
remeitàber, enfant de prêtre was a term of 
réprobation among us, given only to tte 
most abject aud dégrftded.'" In the mid- 
land pi7ovi»ces» in the noBth, and north-east 
pf the fcingdoin, the catholic religion still 
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retains its forms ; and its rites^ now severely < 
enforced, are duly performed, though, ge-f 
jîerally speaking» coldly and partially at- 
tended to, while the increase of the priestr 
hood, both in number and influence, is uni-? 
versally looked on with fear and horror. 

The public mind in France bas made a 
bold and vigorous spring, in proportion to 
the tension, which had so long restrained its 
force : and even the peasantry, generally 
speaking, are as averse to fanaticism» and as 
alive to the absurdities of popular supersti-? 
tion, as the most enlightened class of y^o^ 
Hianry in Ëngland, while it is obvions to ail 
who converse with them on such topics, that 
they are infiniteîy more tolérant. They de- 
mand no master^ast in faith and doctrine ; 
théy cry not for exclusive distinctions and 
unshared privilèges. ** Liberty of conscience 
for ail men^^^ appears the first article in their 
cpeed, and safety from sectarian persécution, 
their prayer for others, and for themselves. 
This blessed privilège, the birthright of man, 
they enjoyed to the fullest extent, under the 
splendid despotism of that singulay person, 
whom they raised to the govemment of their 
pation, and whom they ne ver would havç 
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mbandoned, had not their love of constitu- 
tional liberty been keener thaa their love 
of national glory . They submitted to change^ 
only because they hoped for amélioration. 

Buoriaparte» who had made his unrastricte<i 
power the pioneer to any despotism which 
might succeed his own, was well aware that 
catbolicism vras the fit religion for a despot; 
^nd that there \i'as no instance of any 
coutttry in Europe, where freedom and ca- 
tbolicism dwelt together. He therefore built 
up ber niined temples, and raised her pros- 
trate standard ; but he made her impotent 
în her influence, and powerless in her 
agency. He held the chief of her church 
in " durance vile ;^ he sheathed her blood- 
dtalned sword in a scabbard of peace, nor 
sufFered the embers of her martyr-fires to be 
again rekindled. ^^ Shom of her beams/^ 
this once powerfiil ruler of the human mind^ 
could no longer incarcerate in dungeons^ 
Irarn at the stake, nor torture on the wheel. 
lUtaining her title of sovereignty, without 
one particle of its power, she ** held abarren 
sceptre,*^ and imaged the future destiny of 
bini, who, in his isle of rocks, reigned only 
pver a few wilHng subjects, by the tie» of 
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ancient habitudes, anciea<^ afi^ctions^ and 
ancien t préjudices. 

In reviving the order of the pnesthood» 
he . rendered them dépendant on the state, 
and thw» deprived them of ail temporal in- 
fluence « He restored no oppressive tythe«> 
for their maintenance; he pennitt^ iio 
enormoua revenues, for their extravagaace; 
he gave them no spécial exemptions, jaoor 
e!iLclusive privilèges; and his estimate of 
their utility and influence was curiously 
marked^ in the well-known circumstuiee of 
his having assigned the same revenue to 
the Archbiskop qf Paris, as to his own maître 
de fàapeile. Thus the fruits of that once 
powerful see, the object of ambition to the 
illustrions Noailles and liaughty Harlâys, 
exœeded in nothing the revenue of the 
composer of Eifrida, and the ^^ Zingari en 
Fiera. ^^* 

The Catholic religion, therefore, as re-r 
vived in France, was a state religion, 
lending its seal to civil forms, and adding 
the weight of it3 vénérable character to the 

. • The incomparable Paesiello, maitrà de chapelle to 
tbe Emperor* , . > 
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Bovelty of political iastltutes. Alike fi?ee 
from persécution, or disunion, it left eaeh 
man to the dictâtes of liis. own conscience, 
pr ^the eonyî^tibn of Jbds own mind. It tole^ 
mted ail other sects, while to it& awnÊtithfui 
iMihçipentsk it presented ail it haûA éver pos^ 
Bm&eài of bqneéeent aad good. ' It bad istill 
powbrto icoasole, but it wiuar no kingCF ca> 
jpable . of , :p6i^eoation. It opened its cotu- 
^ecfated. tefÉipkes for ïheormsons of ihë à^ 
vout; but it'pteaeïit^ no. p^^eairt d^irs 
éor the ^amiiseme&t of the idle, nor ffs» "^it 
.^ught to feesAl, to tbe génération xii the 
fiûneteetatli oçnturj, aU tbat.was Ludierous 
tmd ^Tofy^B^y in tiia b^rbaroujs frupersti^ioiB 
lof thq fourteenth. ^ 

, Tbe restoratsôn oî the many reMgiotts 
prooes^ions, which h»ve taketi p}acê aince 
the retum oE Louis KVIII. .is a subject 
of uni versai disgust and derisùi^n tb aH 
clâSAes.in his dominions, wkh thé ^Lcept- 
ii(m of . those, whose ioteorest • it is to 
jeountenance them ; and the saroasms which 
I keani. ilevelled against thèse ^ ceremt>niei^, 
iBvéia bylhe mena' peuple, during two Su»^- 
Jiays that I assisted^it tfïe]fét4^ieuy in l^arik^^ 
were quite sufficient to conrince me> ttol ^ifi 
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France, as Scagnereile says, ** on a changé 
tout cela. ^^ 

Theféte^dieu is one of the most solemn 
and spkndid- festivals in the Roman chorcfa, 
and its préparations and reheat*8als occo- 
pied and thronged the streets of Paris, for 
eiôme days before the great performance 
took place. In every direction crowds of 
^iroiicmen» carpenters, upholsterars, and 
gard^ièr» were seen fitting up the reposoirs, 
or temporary chapels, before which the pro- 
tiession was to hait, where the host was to 
bè ekvated, and a short service performed. 
Thèse repasoirs were generally pktced before 
the porte^cochère, or gateway of some public 
building. There was one before the prison 
of l'Abbaye, and another before the palais 
de justice. But that which stnick me most 
for its splendor and its extrême researcb, 
was before the portais of the minister of 
police, M. de Caze ; and, I believe, raised 
imder his own immedieUe direction. It was 
a sort of alçove, open to the street, and in 
its whole arrangement something like one of 
ibo^ decorated recesses^ in which Columbine, 
standing on one leg upon a pedestal, first 
pr^soits fcfôrself to the charmed eyes of Har^ 
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lequin, in our Christmas pantomimes* This 
hallowed structure was lined and hung with 
différent coloured velvets and showy silks» 
trimmed with gold fiînge» and artificial 
flowers, decorated witli prints and roses» 
with relies and toys, with crowns of thoms^ 
and ^eups de tis. The high altar» raised 
above many richly carpeted steps^ was the 
centre of ail tbat was most precious in piety 
and taste» covered wjth baskets of exotics 
and silver candlesticks, with fruit in wax- 
work, and saints in or moM, and exhibiting 
tQ the eyes of faitbmid loyal ty, a Christ on a 
crucifix, and a plaster bust of Louis XVIII» 
both fresh and new, and doue expreiE^ly for 
the occasion. 

When I passed by this reposoir, at 
a late hour on the eve of the festival, the 
workmen were finishing it by candie and 
lamp light.~-" Quelle dépense/^ said my 
husband to a gentleman, who was talk-t 
îng to us, at the window of our carnage* 
^* Et pour quelle l^tise V answered the driver 
Qf a cabriolet, who had stopped his little 
vehicle to gaze on the reposoir. As we 
lived near. the Abbaye St. Germain, in 
^vhich parish one of the first Sunday pro^ 
pessiQns took place, iipe were awalwned with 



tbe dawn on the precediog morning, by thé 
»oîse . of hammering» and the tingling ol 
\^h i and on walking ont we foijnd the 
bonœs of every strçet, throngh whicb the 
procession was to pass, bedeck^d and orna-* 
mented according tp tbe abiiity oc ta^te of 
the owner ; fôi", ban gri, mal gré, every one 
was obliged to contribute lo the show of tbe 
day, though few had any recollection, hom 
the thing wM got up upon former occasions* 
During the preœding day, tbe street-pas^ 
«enger ran the risk of fiuffooàtîoi» . by^ tbe 
dust of âges, which was ^aken out of nar-» 
petSvtapestry, and blankets^ at every door; 
aU in préparation for ^f ia dernière ripétitiw'* 
The poverty of some of thèse décorations^ 
$jid the ineongrùity of others ; tbe brilUant 
eolour» of the nçw Gobelin tapestry , the faded 
hues of the old ; the simple white sheet» 
{fauie de mieu^J or thread-bare blanket» 
(faute .de toutj gave a sort of mg-^fair ap- 
pearance to the noble fauxbourg St, Grçr- 
tnaifi> which not even the many pictures and 
bu&ts of tbe King and the Virgin, profusely 
distrihuted among tbe ''.shreds and patchés'^ 
of piety» could relieve or dignify. When the 
proeessionv with ita dramatis p^rsêtuel apr 
{>eared, ali th&s ao^ery and machînery lost 



its attr&ctkrh, atid tfae aetors thehiselvëS tùok 
(exclusive hold o£ our breathless attention i 
Of the two processions which I witniessedi 
wbat stnick me most in the first was the Yan-^ 
guard, a little boy of four years old/dressed 
in régimentals^ who I thought at first was 
meant to be a caricature of Buonaparte^ bul 
Irho, a pious old ktdy asstired ixie> i^present^ 
ed St. Soimthe Baptist. What interested 
me in the second was, that the rear was com-» 
posed of the royal femiily, and M. Chateau- 
briand I The procession of the fète-dieu 
was preeeded and anrtouncéd't^ avery fine 
band of Hîusic, and passed through the cefitr^ 
of the streets, ^bich on eaich siée were ÔUeé 
with a multitude of people, curions to see -a 
spectacle so long denied them. Then ÎTol'^ 
towed, in drder, the servants of the héitse 
de Montmofenci, in their singular and rkfe 
liveries, andsome of thedômcstics •" of the 
royal establishment. The eonfratemity 6€ 
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♦ It îs an old custom of stateand piety in France, for 
tfie hoble&se to eend tfaeir servants to thèse proc^fBipns^ 
aftid èma to Acm off theîr .literies and dew>tîOa . û$, tha 
saïae time^ *^ Qup ferçns'fious de nos dofné^Uqmes çô 
carême ..**' said a feir pîetist^ who was lamenting. that- tb^ç 
were ho processions. ^^ N'eus les ferons jeAner,^^ was tnè 
rèply of bôt equâlly pioiu« iHehd, ^^ ^ ^ ' 
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tbe rosairy (above a hundred fbàtales), ait 
attired in white^ crowned with lilies, half 
veiled, and eftrrying wax tapers^ succeieded 
to tbe lackies and valet» de ehambre, and 
were fbllowed by the " datéchistes,'' or young 
females admitted l'ecently to confirmation^ 
ail in the same restai bue» even ta their 
sboes. Among tbese latter I bebeM» to zny 
astonishment, the noble daughter&of the il- 
lustrions house de Montmorenci, accompanied 
by their ^iomjemmes de chambre, ail chaunt- 
ing hymns» ^^ avec leurs voix pures et virginales,'^ 
like the fair chorussers in ** Estber/' at St. 
Cyr. The choir succeeded, consisting of a 
number of stout young priestlings, recently 
initiated, dressed in white robesf nsflinging 
their massive silver censers in the air, while 
clouds of frankincense and myrrh rose with 
loud hosannahs to the skies, and others flnng^ 
rose-leaves, from ornamented baskets, be- 
neath their feet. 

This solemn act was performed eveiy 
ten minutes, the whole corps dramatique 
stopping short, turning round, and bow- 
ing profoundly to the dais, or canopy, which 
followed close behind, and which contain- 
ed the holy mystery of the host, lying on 
a cushion of çrimson and gold t The dais 



vas composed of four short tra.nsverse pole«, 

something like a hier, or a child's go^cart, 

surmounted with a splendid canopy, under 

which two prelates, in grand pontificals^ who 

carried the host, walked with a motion irre- 

gular and slow as the first tottering steps o£ 

iiifançy, an irregularity communicated by a 

want of uniformity in the movcment of 

those, who carried the pôles of the dais. On 

eitlier side of the sançtum sanctorum walked 

some of the peers of France and cordons 

bleus, ail bare-headed^ and in full costume» 

accompanied by the maires of the arrondis-' 

semens. Immediately behind the tabernacle, 

with eyes up-turned and eleyated head^ ap-*, 

peared M. Chateaubriand, the ^* philosopher 

qfthe désert,'^ in blue and silver. The whole 

was clpsed with a troop of soldiers^ and in 

the neighbourhood of Notre pame the qor-. 

tege of the fète-^dieu was ennobled and en-. 

larged by the présence of royalty itself ! 

There the Count d* Artois, the Duc and Du- 
chesse d^Angouleme,and theDup and Duchesse 
de Berri, joined the pious train, with unco- 
vered heads, and caçrying wax tapers, ïhcice. 
they thus paced th^ hoîy roun^ . ojf ^o^rc 
Dame with royal pilgrim «teps^ to tlje delight 
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of thé j^ôué, khâ to thé amusêibent of tbéîf 
ksà étevout subjeôts, who thus saw the heads 
df thè state iending théir powèrful sanction 
lo ft)rm» and customs, which reason and opi- 
nion had long corisigned to oblivion; who 
thus beheld the dàys of the vow-making 
Louis XI li. and of thepioUs revoker of the 
édict of Nantz again restored, and the pto- 
gtess of illumination checked by the ord- 
Aances and example of the govemment. 

As îatr as my observations went, as I mixed 
among the promiscuous crowd, pretty gene- 
rally, the feelings excited by this parade of 
royal piety and fantastic dévotion, were not 
univetsally those of édification or applause. 
*• On a beau fàtre^^ said a woman, as she 
kneeled down beside me while the }io$t passed 
by. *^ Cela ne tiendra pas^'* huramed a man, 
who resUmed his hat and tviped the dust off ' 
his kttees, whèri the procession was gone.. 
*' Ah ! la Dtlame femme f exclaimed a 
French lady of my acquaintanée, whom I 
recogni2;ed in the crowd, and l^ho, pointing 
ont hër fotmet femme de dkambre, deniurely 
chaunting in tihfe' cboitis o¥ t^è tonfratemity ; 
whispeifed me, ^"^ Ah ! ma chère y cette femme 
ne m^apdï ïdissé un morceau de dentelle]' c^est 



2ft phis grande voleuse, et la plus grande tra*- 
vamêre du monde : cependant elle contrefait la 
dévote^ dans nos nouveautés religieuses. Ah/ la 
vilaine femme !'' and she repeated heY excla^^- 
mation, as the pious purloiner of lace passed 
close by her. ** Voyez donc notre grand im-^ 
bécille de maire ^' said a pretty bourgeoise, 
pinching the ann of the youth she was lean-^ 
ing on, as the maires des arrondissemens 
passed by ; while a man, whose appearance 
was not much above that of a water-carrierj 
observed aloud, as he stumbled over a kneel^ 
ing otd rvoman : *' Sacré / s'ils veulent priet 
Dieu, qu'ils prient dans leur église.'^ 

While the revival of processions obtains so 
little popularity among the lower classes in 
the capital/ they are lopked on with at least 
equal indifférence by the peasantry ; and the 
attempts made to coUect a pious force round 
thé ambulating sbrine of a village saint> hâve 
been found asabortive, in some places, as thé 
attempts made in favourof the installation of 
the ** royal bust/'f in others. In Boulogncr 



* Seveial noted/ér^^, i»ld of course sèmerai prooesdion^ 
took^ place atiPari» -vfbile I rèfiidèd ihtve. Th^ féie de 
VAscfnsion^ which v^bs also x\iefiêe4é LamU 7V<*sr,' wH|). 
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«mvmeJTi orders were gîven for » pFoeeAaîoii^ 
in boiiour of the Virgin» whose wrafch, it war 
dedaied, bad caused tbat ahundatH^e of raini 
whieh threatençd rain to ail Hm mgnèmns 
VBà farmera in France- &ome of her &â<^ 
tivaU had not been duly* celebirated, aînce 
th^ refiloration of festivals in France, and a 
weli'founded jealousy had discharged itself 
in torrents of rain, which I had the niis$>rr 
lune ta witnesd, during the greater part of 
my résidence in the Ituid of her displeasure. 
Thei priesto^ howerer, of Boulogne» to their 
horror, cauid not fini a single Virgin^ in tfaat 
maritime city^ to carrgr^ in proce6àion> and 
v^Fe at last obliged tp aenda deputation into 
a neighbouring Toilage» and requeat tJbe /i^on 
^a Virgin, until tk^ could get mie.of their 
oim. A Virgin wi|s at Hiat procured» a liitle 

Vipàp a vqw to <^eleb;tile tbi^ ^Hffir wa» Tf|fj Al^ Tl^f 
T(w pf the royi^ ^nd piaus ^imrod of France, lyasfiil- 
fiUed by his descendants.' The royal ikmily walked upon 
the occasion ; the princes held up the cords of the canopy. 
It vmè a singular oîroutnstanee, that thîs day was also U 
fête de Buonaparte. The procession was attended by the 
corps municipal and state officers, bishops, priests, and 
jognlaimcKf en, «bA Monsifor Q»4ie#|l3iîmfl > ¥^ «eems 
to hâ bimself ouA^ ^e ^ «Mltmof A IWt^C^ îfm ti^m 
kqpaljUHi flioM^MbUlilÂllls^ 



ÛMleed the worse for wear ; but ihis vas not 
a moment for Êistidipusness. The holy bro-» 
therhood a$^mbledjr and the Madonna was 
paradied throDgh tbc) streets ; but no devout 
lai^y followed in her train, and no rainbow/ 
of promise spoke the cessation of her wrath*. 
T:he people would not walk ; the rain wouk) 
not stop ; tlie Virgin was sent back, to p<>ut 
i^ her native village ; and the miracle ex-* 
pected to be wrought, was strictly acçordiiig; 
tp YoVtaire's heretical defipition of aU mi- 
racles — -•* tme chose qui n'jfjamais arrivée J' 

Ai the commencement of the iievolution, 
% similar procession was made in tjbe neigh- 
bourhood of Paris, by the curé of a village^, 
aod while he wasinoving solemJily ufîdçr a. 
canôpy with the shrine of St. Geneviève, the 
rain fell in such torrents, that ^^ muve q^d 
peuf^ was the reigning maxim of the mo- 
inent ; and the officiating minister, left, 
almost alone under his canopy, observeid tp 
those who carried it, ^' mes c^mis, elle croit que, 
' c*esf la pluie que nçus demandons.^* Whetherthe^ 
Virgin of Boulogne made the sami? n;iistake, it 
is ifnpossible to say ; butt certain it is, th»t thç, 
r^n contipued duiing the whole swniner, 

H 2 
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à puni«hment to French sinners, and ai diS'^ 
appointment to English travellers. 

To overload religion with forms and céré- 
monies, is always to injure its cause. Truth 
wants no ornament ; religion' is in itself an 
abstraction ; *' the évidence of things unseen/' 
It is ever to be regretted that the first reli- 
gions ceremony, mentioned ih hôly writ, 
caused the first murdery in the Jirst and onfy 
faïuily then upon earth. 

While processiQçs are still t|)ut cdïdty re- 
ceived, images and relies havé regàined but 
little of their lodg-lost importance. And 
though thej»^ are set up, and ordered to be 
worshipped, ** de par le roi ;" invested, like 
thé priesthood, the cent Suisses, and ail the 
other appendages of legitimacy, in France, 
with their former dignity and poWers ; yet, 
generally spteaking, they exhibit a most for- 
lom and neglected appearance ; and, as they 
stand or tumble in their niches, are no bad 
barometers of the state of the rustic piety of 
the quarter they inhabit. We observed in- 
deedalong the high To?idsoiFr2it\ceM adonnas, 
who had suffered in the wars of the révolu- 
tion, and who stîH exhibited much of the 
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négligence of the republican toilette ; some 
without a petticoat, and others without a 
nose, while the head of St. Geneviève, recently 
placed on the figure of St. Peter (distin- 
guished by his massive key), and ^fleur de lis 
stuck under the stump of a broken-armed 
St. Denis, presented the évidences of days of 
past sacrilège, together with hopes of re- 
turning piety . The fortune of the saints has 
long, in France, exclusively depended on 
the rise and fall of the public stock of £sLith; 
and many a one, who twenty years back would 
not hâve given an assignat for a share, in 
f' the wbole army of inartyi*s," is now buying 
up the finger of St. Louis, at any price ! ^ 
Wherever the royal fapiily were expected 
to pass^ on the occasion of the fwo restora" 
tiens, or in their respective joumies intp thç 
interior of the kingdom, the via sacra is disr 
tinguished , by the new setting-up of proçr 
trate images, and neglected crosses. The 
crucifix, placed at the port of Dieppe when 
Madame landed, is, I think, for size and co- 
louring, the most formidable image that 
ever was erected to scare, or to edify . And 
tbe M adonna exhibited in the church of St. 
Jaques, in the sàme town, and on the same 



important occsâion, was eTidently^ in tbe 
hurry of the unexpected honour, suddenly 
transported from the bowBprit of soœe Eng- 
Hsh trader ; and had doubttess stood many a 
hard gaie, as the '' iiwefy Betty,'' or ^^sprightfy 
Kitty" before she was removed to receive di- 
vine honours, as notre damt de St. Jaques; 
whem, dressed in Ënglish muslin, and in «t 
co'èffure à la Chinoise, to show she is above 
préjudice, she takeii her place with L&uis 
the £ighteenth,* who shines in ail the ira- 
diance of plaster of Paris, on an altar beside 
her. 

In travelling through Normandy, I asked 
our postillion, why he did not sainte a,ti 
image of the Vii-gin, which, neiir painted and 
crowned with flowerc, stood in a niche 1^ 
the road side ? Hé shruggéd his sbonlder»^ 
and replied : *' mais c^est passé, madame, iêut 
cela.^' Such I belîeve, genferally speaking, ià 
the présent state of "^ gtaven imagée,^ and of 
the religion »uppotted by '* graven images/^ in 
Ftance. 
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^ This Vifgiiv ad migbt bè expfedted^ nvBrmly embfnoc» 
^ oauat of tbe Bourbon, to irikom ehe owet hor eletu* 
tion» 9x\A wean a wrcftth of UUesi and supports the draptw 
hlanc^ 



Speakîi^ of tkfe peataiitiy, iii the osigh^^ 
bcnarbood of YerBaiiks, IS^àAmsxt deMainf* 
tetion obserres, ^yçÊtmàd/nivouh^iomoir d'euM^ 
qtdufmt Je Pat», ikWfm ^oMnt rien^ Qui.^a 
foàt ie Credo f encore m0im. S^ià adorent ta 
vkf'ge f oui : S^Us athremt ies ^ëénU f om^à. 
Se on pêche 4e mmquer la me$êe unjomr ouwierf 
Ouù certes. '* 

Of ailthe religiott» grîevancels^ of which ttm 
FiMich {keaâaiitry aad the laboutoiiig classeg 
Bow oomplain^ as Mailing the heavîett^ Hà^ 
necessîtjT they are «mder of attendîiig mftNi 
on workiog days» and the strict ^)bsarvAice 
inposed on the», hy tbe mairet^ /qc mftgts» 

Uates t)f many of the temmuiiw» ko t^igtMisly 
observe ail feakt$ and festivab» and evei^ 
œittain bours» lA palrticular day# dédkated 
to parttcMlar sûnts^ on paân of a h<eavy pe«^ 
nalty« ia ibe ekost of^pres^rew Thèse i^totfr 
fdr tbe revived olaia» of tbe longrforgottea 
légion of 8aîats> £i*eq«iently h^ ti^ir fiû^ 
with^ùt mercy> on thé profane biit indua* 
tiious pesjsftnt^ wbo takes up bis âpade (^ri«g 
tbe v^il of ^t. Uidymut^ ^r wbo plies tbe 
wbe^5 on tJMe feast of i>4. Cath^me» 

Under the rdgn of NapoleoB^, idleneas Uiet 
1)0 qijbarter» even tà«4]^ dîctated by #tff«/^ 
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or ehforcedby doctrines. Every body worked 
andprayed, according to their vocation, and 
interests were not crushed, nar indolence en*- 
couraged, under the sanction of cérémonies 
and forms, haviug no real connexion with 
either faith or reason. I could perceive that 
the religions toleration, enjoyed by the pea- 
santry in common with the rest of the popu- 
lation, under his reign, was asubject tothem 
of gtateful remembrance, and they havfs 
more than once led to it with characterîstic 
traits, that gave them point and interest. 

A peasant woman of some remote province^ 
whom revolutionary vicissitude had placed 
in the neigbbourhood of the village ofSevres^ 
« (and who, recdmmending herself to me as 
f' chef d'un magaxiri de bianchissagCy'' thm 
spared the dignity of my page firom the pol* 
lution of a homelier term for her profession) 
aiïbrded me infinité amusement in her weekly 
visit to our hôtel in Paris, by the quaintness 
«id naïveté of her observations, When I 
beheld her from the window, driving up the 
Street in her ckarette, mounted on piles of 
snowy linen, surrounded by her nyraphs, 
guarded by her great dog, and led by her 
garçon y ^ I always h^stened to receive; this 
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queân of soap-suds. myself, în the ^ntfc-room, 
léaviiig O0e of ber dames d'honneur t^ arrmig^ 
thc^ officiai: dutiea of ber calling with my 
Jemme-'de'chambre , in the adjoining aparU 
ment. Shé wâs a little, shrivellejd, brown 
ivocnan^ with black pétulant eyesr«aid marked 
countenance; and wiftli her scarlet jaçket, 
strrped petticoat of many breadths, high cor^ 
nette y and tnassy gold croSs and ear-ringaj 
she prèsented a fignre znd,çostume^ whî|||^tbe 
very genius of masqûeradè. mjkgbt satf^ly hav^ 
adopted, both for its originality .and singula]: 
eflfect. She was always in a fluf ry, always in 
a passion^ always full of iiews, aly^ays fojl of 
curiosity, and frequently undertook to cor^ 
rect inyj!>àtoi^, while I should bave lamented 
mucb, had any one carrée ted her's- When 
the weatber,wa& wet, she drled *' lés giUets et 
jupons par artifice^ madame /" She would par- 
don the king much for giving ** la nation une 
princesse i blanche • comme ia neige ;^^ and she 
c^led her dog . " Cieopatra,^^ because she 
likéd thenames of great men ! — ^^. c'est si beau, 
célar 

One. day, when she was later in her weekly 
retums tban usual, she entered my dressing- 
room, not in the meekness of excuse^ pl^ding 
a fault^ but in a passion, perfectly dramatic: 



^' Eh bien^ fàadame^ vous ^eiià peu con^ntt 
de moi; n'est-ce pas f Eh bien^ c'est naf 9^0k^ 
gion, morbleuy fin se mêle dt nùf bianchksd^j 
voilà r 

I could not readily undentand irfaat Teli«« 
gioki bad td do wîth J^er vocation; laâkeé 
what she meant. *^ Bim^ vous atiez wir, ma 
petite bonne dame. C'est not' gcbet'mvnehe db 
maire, qui mus défend de faire not' tavmgje sur 
f^^èllÊfht *^ Jo^r. Cest aujourd'hui lajètt 
de $t. François, c'est demain h wilie de Sté 
Ambrose. Voila un beau chien de plaim qUe 
d'avoir des saints et des maires, qui nous d^fhnd^ 
ent 4e vivreJ^ Et bien ! ma chère dame^ on m 
beau crier. Mais vèilâ €£L&i îf J^^^i^ H ^^ ^ 
mêloit de not' lavage; jamaiê nenh'^^t^l dé* 
fendu de sécher mes Jupoms €t met gillets twl 
jour que je voudrois. C^endtmt, on dit/qs^H 
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* A fine of fifteen fiança it dcmanded, as a penalty for 
work done on ihe jours de fête, which are neaily ot daily 
Récurrence. SometittieH fi^ fites ocUm 4n otie ^ëék, ahd 
a ialxmring man^ wfao coantèd tbeiià D?er ^ me^ «k|iloMl 
this lo8S of time and gain as a new and severe griewuice. 

f ^' CeluV* i& the mystic term, by which Buonaparte ii 
fifow mentioned 1t)y atl the lower classes. ï hâve frequently 
secm'^ ce/irt/^ wrirfen ih *aU iimfinelr ti irays, oii gtttèl anà 



m 

m pendu par lèi Anglah^^^fant ^s ; bonjour. 

And with tfiis conclusion, which she did 
not waît to hear ieiffirmed or denied, she 
scudded away, indiffèrent, perfaaps, to Ihe 
fatê of '^ telui,^ or whether he was hanged 
ôt ftot ; bat taught by expérience how 
vàluable was thé toleration he faad esta<^ 
blished, ei^n tb her \\t\kt ittterests and 
tottoforts, and, like the rest oî her clasi», 
^rawing <x>inpariàonâ, tmder the influence of 
her own feelings, more to his béiiëAt, than 
to the adràntage of those who isnceeedëd 
him. 

Whiie I was in thé district of laBeaude, à 
farmer soliciled the rfenewal of a lease, or 
haUle, irhîeh it ^as in the powerof govem- 
ment ttt grant, throngh the interest of Gène* 



^ This reference to my blancliisseuae, resembles thft 
aifecdote of the old dame, who cursed Colbcrt every dajr 
shé 'madeait otneîeite^ because hé had pat à WX upôn egjgé. 
I l^MiéVe, bowel^r, iheré iè no qiieëiioh,;bttl thàt thé pea- 
WMtf have a général preferenoe for BiKMuipftrie. Thoe^ 
of Boia^ogne, always inclined to révolu ttonary princU 
ple% belieyed that he was returninginto France at the head 
of an army of negroes. It was hecésearj to deny tins, fer* 
itudly, in ^t pratimbé» 
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whose château was in the 
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neighbourhood . As he was a man of most 
uubLemished character, and the father of a 
fomily 9 his application was attended to. But 
it having been intimated that the farmer had 
been married during those,days of the revo-^ 
lution^ when the civil contract was a sufficieut 
ratification of the marriage vow, it was 
made a condition for the compliance with his 
request, that he should be married over again 
by a priestf as the governraent would natu- 
rally give a préférence to a candidate, who 
Bubmitted to ail the forms and doctrines of 
the catholic church. The farmer replied, 
that he had been married two and twenty 
years to a very faithful and affectionate wife, 
with whom he had lived in great Uarmony 
and happiness; that his sons and daughters 
were growing up around them, and that he 
would not stamp their .birth with illegiti- 
macy, nor a virtuous woroan with infamy, 
by submitting to a second marriage, which 
would naturally invalidate the Jirst, though 
that marriage had been celebrated âccording 
to the laws of his country then existing. 
^' I believe, madam,*^ said the ultrà^royalist 
gentleoian, who related to me the anecdote a 
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few days after it occurred, and who knew 
ail the parties, '* I believe it is not necfessary 
to give you a stronger instance of the ab- 
sence of ail religion among our peasantry of 
the présent day, ojr of their degeneracy from 
the feith of their fœ-efathers/' 

It is curions, however, to observe that 
some popular superstitions survive the bi- 
gotry which once accompanied them, more 
especially in the remote provinces, wherever 
éducation has not yet made its illuminated 
progress. 

An eminent physician in Paris, native of 
les petites Alpes, a raountainous district be- 
tween Lyons and Gène va, assured nfie, that he 
had known a young man driven from his vil- 
lage, by the odium of belonging to a Êtmily 
accused " d'avoir un nom,'' which is tanta- 
mount to the * ' evil eye'' in Ireland . And the 
conjuror preserving his ^^ magique blanc et 
noir,' still retains a portion of respect, when 
superstition more imposing, and charlatans 
more dignified, hâve lost their crédit with 
the people. ' 

Of this character, once so high in consi- 
deration, Rousseau has made a cbàrming use 
in his Hemn du Village, and Farijubar si 
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most bumourous (me^ iii Im Hetmiiip^OSàfr 
çer. It is thus that geaius, among b^ splai^ 
did fiGtioi;i3> records tbe charaçt^ristiç tpraitf 
of âges and options; and reg^lering foidts 
which tbe cbranicler neglects t^ notoricHiSi 
and tbe bistorian overlooksas und4gnifie4j 
préserves eiKibalmed tbe mes t ia^çc^ting lea-* 
tures of bumanity, for tbe cpnt^^izipilajtion qC 
tbe philosopher, ^^\k^ tb@. io&trucjbion of posr^ 
terity. 

Tbe cati^logue of popu^s^r su{>er&titian$ 14 
neither very extensive nor very variow» ançj 
pfres^ts nearly» th|e same ini^QS ii^all co^un- 
tri^s. Melançboly sounds breathed at me«r 
lapcboly hovrs wiU alwaya^ be portentojus to 
ignora^^cç. ; aod fear will ever ç^rt its mos^ 
hararssing dominion oyer tbe, ii^agî^atiron, i^ 
seasons of sorrow and affliction. Tbus, ift 
France as ip, Ei^l^d, tbe howl pf a 4o^ ^ 
t^e cottagç of tbe dying pçasant, i^ vxQm 
certain dçatb tbao; tbe disease wt^ch kills 
bim. A^d %h^ Imk hmfhi bas hexpimdmt in 
t^e. Frençb owl| wîbîch i? aJways, considered 
^* oiseau de mauvais augure^* wheii sjie sen(|^ 
fiijrtb her mid^ight si^i^ams ne^ tbe chan|]^er 

qjf tb^ sick. A go^t, \^ tilie sfcabl? i? estçemçtï* 



to thé vsitil» mtk mhïch it M«oci«teiS» w^ 

ranks most probably with tbe hrucket^-hm^ 
mlÀtik^ in» Irelciod> li^Jkls âo distinguiahed a 
ptacjà amof^g tbet /^iw and fénates ^ khc: a>t- 
t9getk$aitfa. 

^^ Ja 9^f^ j^^ ie moiêdM p^^Htn metU une 
p$ui€ 4am Ifi p»^ les 4im¥¥^h€$,'* i$ a «ayiog 
af Henri IV. which baa rendered bî» inemory 
mon preciouft in France tban ail be bas ever 
said or donebMîde. And tbU simple and be* 
nevoleiifc *'jSô ©««p'^ wiU pe^haps auirvive in 
tbe memoiy ^ theaatiaAs wh» the pœtty 
'^moti^ de Hntimen^^' #hicb royal doquence 
ia apw made la utter, sb^i be for^t^n^ cyr 
remmnbered only to be re^i^f^at^ as tb^ 
jargon of iasincevity, dictated by bad ta^ta 
Henry IV.^ did nat live tp see tbi^f philan-r 
thrapic wiah aocampUsbed ; and wbetber hX^ 
Qt9&ï views» and tboae of \m able yiinîsterj 
would final ly bave produced sueb an effect 
ainong tbçir other happy conséquences^^ the 
sjpirit of T^ligipit^s fanatiçisfli tl^?it eut; short 
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the days of France*s bes^t king, bas left it im-^ 
possible to ascer tain. 

It must, however, be a source^ of inïinite 
satisfistction to his descendants, to find, on 
theîr return to the government of their king^ 
dom, Ihat the prayer of their great grandsire 
is aceomplished, and that '' le moindre pûy^ 
$afi'\ not only ** met une poule dans le pot ^ 
Ifis dimanches y'' but even putea.little flesh 
méat into his marmite, on week-days, To the 
cnjoyment.of this luxury, under the reign of 
Louis XIV. and his immédiate successorsi 
there ,were two insurmountaWe barriers — * 
the taxes of the taille and of the gabelle. 
The mode of dividing and subdividing the 
taille y was among its gréâtes t grievanceSi 
When the minister of finance demaïukd a 
certain sum for the exigencies of a war, or 
the expenses of building or adorning a palace 
for the king, or his mistresses,* (and thèse 



* Beside thé continuai repairs and décorations made in 
the palaces of Fontainbleau, St. Germain, en Laye, St. 
Cloud, Mc^on, Compiegne, and Chambord, the moat 
ancient of the royal palaces, there hâve been raised, since 
the reign of LouiiS XIV. Versailles, Marli, the Great and 
Little Trianon, Clugny, Maintenon, (uposi the aqueducts 
of which such lai^e sums^ were expended, as excited a ge^- 



1 



^feees i?ose like tfee £itiry cailles, whicli the 
incantations of magie conjure into existehce) 
th€ t^K imposed on the kingdom was sub-* 
diyided, according to the superior interest 
ï>f the nability at court, w^ho were go* 
^trnan of the provinces.* This partial di- 
vision, by which the im^ost always feU 
iigbtedt on those most able to t>ear its ia- 
flietien, iras again foJlowed by a mone par- 
tial ftubdivîëion^ uotil at last the buntheâ 
wetB thvow^ akuost exclusively upcp liiose 
oopTttteet^ indiriduab, wbo were at the 
mercy of tke great man, or the greaf man'i 
greut mm, m «very tow« w fJariëh, The 
gov««wis^ mho imimUà ia tli^r ©rx>mnoial 



iw»al mwcmw »g»inB). ils li^yj, «elley w, <conôtmcted ibt 

««(4 Bftgatelle, feuUf ][>y the GQi»t# AitOfis, ^for ilipw^ger) 
within six weks. T^ j^i^ae ^^ifa^we pdi^^^cm^ «eaat 
«alely fco wy ihe pleaéUres of che ^iqg ,^d fcis jE«^i;ess^ 
inust be added St. C^r, ujaqu^^Oqnftbly ^tabliebed m a 
palfto* of «eti^t, for 49ie a«thoc69ft of th^ dmgoaad«& pi*a 
4naa9ao«^ of ti« CenéniieB* 

♦ Il ewinsnéffeoty «otnweiH S seroit poseifele 4'augr 

«uandioui éwît amogé, dfim le m^v^ a^ J^ lang-^n^ 
publiques, le«intei*es»é8 amniyoMit l«s prçj^s au oonîjeil^ 
^ 1^ feisoi^nt fim^.^itt^igue iu Gtbkiel, x<A. ï. p. ^4, 
VOL, I. I 
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courts the splendor and extravagance of the 
king, purchased their magnificence, and pre- 
served their situations, by exactions anid ex- 
tortions which sometimes drove the péople 
to insurrection. The memory of the Duke 
de Richelieu is stili execrated in the province 
he governed, in the reign of Louis XV. 
Even the friends of the Duke de Chaulnes 
hâve left, in thejr private correspondences, 
such testimonies of his atrocious conduct in 
Bretagne, (under Louis XIV.) as consigns 
this otherwise obscure and médiocre person 
to eternal ignominy.* 



♦ The duke de Richelieu, speaking of his govemment 
of Gtiienne, observes that he could do there what he likedf 
" où personne n*oseroit lui rien dire^ étant bien avec le 
tnaître, Louis XV'' His cruelty and exactions nearly pro- 
duced an insurrection in the province, and finally caused the 
suppression of the parliament of Bourdeaux. It was upon 
this occasion, that Louis XV. made profession de foiy on 
the subject of divine rigAt. '* Je leur ferai voir (les 
parlemens), que je ne tiens mon pouvoir que de Dieu; que 
je n'ai de compte à rendre qu'à lui, et que personne ne 
doit s'opposer à ma volontéf How little he then suspect- 
ed, that this divine right would not only be questioûed, 
but denied to his unfortunate ^uccessor ! In 1789, it v^ras 
prôposed in the National Assembly to givé Louis XVI. 
the title of " Roi des Français^ par le consentement de la 
nation^" and to suppress the formula, "par la grâce de 
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^^ Oïl a fait une taxe de cent mille écus sur 
les bourgeois; (says Mad. de Sevigné, speak- 
ing of the capital of la Bretagne, and of the 
distuibances occasioned by its taxes and the 
oppressions of its governor) et si on ne trouve 
point cette somme dans vingt quatre heures, elle 
sera doublée y et exigible parles soldats. On a 
chassé et banni toute une grande rue y et défendu 
de les recueillir y sur peine de la vie ; de sorte 
qu*on voyoit tous ces misérables y femmes accou-^ 
chées. viellardsy enfanSy errer en pleurs au sortir 
de cette ville , { Rennes J sans savoir où aller , 
sans avoir de nourriture y ni de quoi se coucher. 
On a pris soixante bourgeois y on commence de-^ 
main à pendre. Cette province est un bel ex^ 
emple pour les autreSy et sur tout de respecter 
les gouverneurs y et les gouvernantes y de ne poinlt 
leur dire d^ injures y et de ne point leur jeter des 
pierres dans leur jardins. Les punitions et les 
taxes ont été cruelles -y-il^y-auroit des * histoires 
tragiques à vous conter y d'ici à demain. 



Dieu.^^ It was upon this occasion that Petion exclaimed^ 
" c'est calomnier Dieu ! Charles IX. était-il aussi roi ^ pat 
la grâce de Dieuf^ 

* It was in this moment of national suffering, when thèse 
cruel exactions were made on the people, that Mad. de 
Montespan was raising her superb palace of CUgny. The 
disturbances of la Bretagne were perhaps the first throes 

i2 



116 PEASANTRV* 

Traigical indçed ! for twdvemen werebroken 
alive upon the vhael» suspfcted of iM^fuig 
coQspirçd agftini^t the lifô of tbe all^powerful 
goveraor, who'hjui thus goaded into n»4* 
lii^i^ a simple people^ which qpuld scftro^y 
ispeak auy language to b^ und^^ri^tood. Mad. 
de Sevigné drops tkk di?M4ful topîc^ to givç 
tlje history of har pretty dogj '* %^A«fc, 
^^ ^/om/ cQmtm un kiondiui'' for such wa« 
the cbaracter of tbç tiweç— ncruelty a»d fri'* 
Yolity— the aiSfectatioo of ^eiJtiwçnt, aod 
the absence of seasibility I ^ 

If the faiU€ was one reasont why the pea-» 
ftant, draiaedto the last fàrthing of feia eam- 
ingSi could not coavenieiïtly put '^ his ckieken 
into the pot/' the g^elle was another. Aod 
it was in such times that the Freocb pea« 
sant, like the modem Greeks wnder the 
Turkish despotism,, concealed any Uttle 
' hoard they inight bave amwsed, and lived 
in seeming wretchedness, to escape tlwse 
exactions, which would hâve rendered their 
poverty real^ had it bepn discovered ojr sus- 
pected. ,, s , 
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of tbe great convulsions, which follo>yed long, after; tb«y 
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But fia tuilie, no gabilk noir exists^ and 
the French peasant i» ai la^^t enabled to 
** mettre la pùule dam h poi^ iéà dimanches.'* 
How long, however, thk pritilege, thh 
luxury, may l>e reiained^ it k for the âdto» 
cates ù£ ^^ ie bcm vieus tems'^ to declafe. 

The peasant's^ table^ in ï^rance, is of eourtè 
regutated by \m cireumstance»^ and hy the 
nature and soîl of his native provifnce. But 
from ail I could leam, from persons ôf ail 
ranks and ail partie*,* plenty, even to abun- 
dance^ bas hitberto beén found amofïg thii 
elas8, and bas been intef mpted on)y by the 
ravages lately niAde ùtk tbeir property by 
the armies of altmost etery nation in £i!irope« 
The présence of thèse armies eaused enor- 
iik)us losses to the propriôtors éi viijeyards, 
partteulariy in the soiith^ wbere the vines 
were wantonty tom tip by the roots. ïn thfci 
pasturage districts or provinces, they raake. 



■•^ 



^ I asked a royalist, who has a considérable ^anded 
property, whether hiâ temMtis conld affdrd to ea€ méat 
oikeii in tbd W6ek? Ha aiMrtt^ me with pâtûlMcii^ 
^' And yAij noi ?" '' Bttt (X said) it was not alwaj[s ss 
befoie the rerolution." " Eh! mais non-^* Andhe shrug* 
ged hia shoulders, and hemmed and finished with the 
udual : ^^ Xtais^ que voutez<0HS f\ 
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of their laitage ^ a principal article of foôd^ 
under the form of cheeses, cream cakes, and 
porridges; but I observed that in France, 
milk was rarely taken in its simple state, as 
among our peasantry. In Normandy, the 
farms are ail well stocked with cows. In the 
Isle of France, this useful animal is so scarce, 
that in many places the goat's milk is ex- 
clusively used, and is çvén occasionally made 
into çheese. 

The peasantry, for the most part, take 
four meals a-day : a very slight brèakfast 
when they rise, which is gênerai ly of thin 
soup; the grand déjeuné at eleven o^clock, 
(which is, in fact, their dinner) ; their goûté^ 
or sort of luncheon, of raw vegetables and 
bread and butter ; and their supper, \vhich 
generally consists of méat and vegetables 
(as at their dinners), made into a ragoût. 
Light wine and water is their gênerai drink : 
a beveraee produced from chesnuts, and 
ciderjÇ^so occasionally used, but are neither 
of them held in estimation by the '' véritables 
A mphy trions'^ of rural savoir vivre. '* Une 
petite goutte de liqueur ^^' is a delicacy to 
which they are no strangefs, while every 
village guinguette supplies an imitation of 
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that foreign luxury, '^ la bonne double bière de 
Mars, which is of the same quality as that 
very worst beverage, the " poor créature,' 
small beer/^ in Ëngland. 

Hospitality is the virtue of semi-civilized 
nations. It is a resource against the tedium 
of ignorance and inanity ; and none think it 
^' greater solitude to be alone/^ than those, 
who are the least qualified to contribute to 
social enjoyment. The French peasantry 
are said to hâve been more hospitable, in 
their days of profound ignorance and extrême 
poverty, than in their présent improved 
condition. It is also certain that there are 
much fewer calls upon this virtue (if it be 
one), than there formerly must hâve been, 
when pôverty was the vow, and beggary the 
profession of a large class of the people. 
The catering friar, the mendicant monk, the 
wandering pilgrim, no longer présent them- 
selves at the cottage-door, to cherish aspirit 
of hospitality, through the médium of a 
mistaken çharity, or under the influence of 
a powerful bigotry. Competency is also so 
equally distributed^ and industry so well 
rewarded, that few are urged by want or 
idleness to put their neighbour's genérosity 
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to tli« te^t; ànït curiosity, tha* insatiable 
appetite, wbicb socrften makes the stranger's 
wefcome, has^ been, during th€ la&È years, 
fed to surfait, by tbe fiuctuaiting crawd» 
wbicb bave pelssed froin ail nations befenre 
Uhe door of tbe French cottage. The dpoks* 
péunis bave bkewise proved a cbeck tx> tbe 
exercise oftbis» primitive virtne; fo«r th© 
hof^ of seWing •' te petit pot detiiv,'' tpnder 
ike rose,'^ no longer secure^î to* th» twrelïe* 
a ** cotation'' alocig wïtb it. 

*' T(mi pays y oà la memiioité est ufi^ prùfê^ 
sicm, est nuil^geuveméy^ says Voltaire. I 
sdiemld suppose, âroist noiy owll^ •bseyvatioiMi, 
that tbe country ia tbe worl^ tbe mos<i iiw 
fected by mendicity is Irefcwad ; and fcbe^ 
Gountry tbft leaet taxed witb tbis éisgp^in^ 
and alwaya vicioi» Ikranch» of comm^^mty, îb 
Ppance. The wbole of thid^drdier, now ex- 
i^ting tfeei^, may be compvisedl in those^ftt^ 
tle ^o«p8 o^ CTippless wbieb» neieber disgust 
by ôUhi, nav aimoy by impQr.6iwii*y ; and- 

* Paaring by ^\ivi^ gfwn^nette^ in la jfttea,. 1 ptUcelweA 
written over tlie door in Frçnch, as dd as the Bànumê^^ 
ofthe Rose, the fifst Une of Rosalind's épilogue, " Good 
wine needs no bush." The proverb, tjierefore, was çqw 
xmrx to both çountrieç. 
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whrch, gatherîng roundt the travdtlet's car- 
nage on the hrgh roads, quietly détail the 
ihfliction, which induces them to iiïterest 
the benevolence of the *^ très charitahh mon^ 
Éieur/* *^ CTest une vérité incontestable'^ says 
Cbamfort, speakrng of the state of France, 
on the eve of the revohitiom, *' qu^il-y^a en 
France sept miilions d^hcfmmes, gui demandent 
taum&ne, et douze mffhns, Hors d^état de la 
leur faire ^"^ 

This frîghtftrl picture of national poverty 
îs corroborated" by Mr. Youtig, vrha madie 
his second tour to France at this peiio^, and 
who observes that the original sin of ît«^ in- 
stitutions struck at the root of national pros- 
perity, and prodaced a poverty, that ** re- 
minded him of Ireland/^ The improved 
condition of the lower classes has had an iné- 
vitable influence on the evil of mendicity, 
and the hopes of idleness and imposture werç 
fînally crushed by the laudable efforts of the 
Comte de Pontcoulant.* This gentleman 
bëgan his salutary reforms upon the class of 
fainéans, durîng his prefectship at Brussels, 
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* The comte de P distinguished himself in the 

révolution, Lioaded with honora by Napoléon, he was 
made count of the empire, peer, senator, and command- 
ant of the légion of honour. 
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and receiving the sanction and assistance of 
the impérial government, drove the young 
and indolent into the workshops and manu* 
factories, and placed the old and infirm in 
asylums and hospitals. How far the revival 
of old institutions, the return of the religions 
orders, and the encouragement of religions 
houses, raay hâve an effect upon this sup- 
pressed class, it is impossible to say ; or 
whether some future preacher in the pulpit 
of St. Leu, or St. Gilles,* may not give a 
new impulse to his flocks, and again address 
to them the words humourously attributed 
to the ancient curé of that parish — *• mes 
çhers gueux, qui risquez les galères y en passant 
votre vie à mendier , entrez dans Vun des quatre 
ordres mendians, vous serez riches et honorés.*' 
. The virtue of charity therefore, like that 
of hospitality, lies at présent latent, for 
want of objects to çall it into action. But if 
latent, it is not dead. ïhere is no nation 
more strongly endowed with that physical 

sensibility, which promptly responds to the 
cry of sufFering, and which awakens that 
ready and uncalculating sympathy, ^' whose 



* Formerly noted, as the parishes of convulsionnaires and 
beggars. 
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pity gives, ère charity begins/' The readi- 
ness with which an orphan, or unprovided 
child (the illustre malheureux of some village 
or hamlet) is adopted by a friendly neigh- 
bour or benevolent relative, is a proof that 
charity wants neither the means, nor the feel- 
ing to bestow its relief, when circumstances 
call upon its exertion. 

Country girls and children, without shœs 
or stockings ; tbings calling thçmselves wo- 
men, but in reality " walking dunghills \'' and 
*' ploughmen at work, without sabots, or feet 
to their stockings,*'' are détails given by a 
libéral English traveller of the state of the 
French peasant's wardrobe, in the year 1788, 
Still however, even then, the French peasant 
had his '' habit^de^fête,'' like the Irish cotter, 
who appears in the tattered garments of 
misery ail the week, to be enabled to exhibit 
his blue frizè cota-^more, and best brogues, at 
the Sunday '* pattern/^ or yearly fair. 

Thereisanintimate connexion between va- 



* This partial covering of the leg is uni versai among the 
peasantry of Irelahd, at this day, under the name of 
*^ traheens.'' And " / doat upon t/oUr irahtensy^ is a phrasé 
of endearment, commonly used as indicating '* I doat upon 
the inost misérable article about you." 
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nity and poverty. Ostentation is the tegiti-* 
mate offspring of both. The peasant toildle 
of France no\r extendft itself to the every-- 
day conifbrt» of Mrorking appareL Du ring my 
résidence there, I did net see one instance of 
a bare^footed, or baré^tegged person^ not 
even among the children ; and *^ être bien 
chaussée y^' seems a passion in France, fmm 
the petite^maitresse in her cob-web " bas de 
cotM^^' at thirty francs a pair, dowa to the 
demoiselle Geûrgette^ wbo draws her *^ bcss de 
liÊme^ tightly o^^'er the smart ankte^ she bas 
no objection to exhibit. 

The détails of dress^ anaoïag the peasants^ 
appear to yary in every prorince^ and to rvde 
in <^ach with a predse and mideTiating uni^ 
fanai ty. One brigfat ûoiotiF imiy be seen 
glowrpg through a wbole çonuïiiiftie, and onô 
stripe Biaintains» its supremacy evei? the pet^ 
ticxMts of aa entire carandissement. Thii8> 
^ tm gros rouge^ is the deligh4 of the dasmes 
of Auvergne, and ^ un bieu eéiesté^ the paô-* 
MOfi of the ilégvmUs^ of Lioiousin. 

In passing through Picardy and Artois, I 
observedthat, while the old women preserved 
the lofty cQrnette of ancient times, the young 
had adopta the iHgfo mitred eoeffurt of the 
Chinese modes ; a fajshion which, though 
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long poMi iii Paris^ the hostess of an aubei^ 
where we stopped iii AbbeviUe fusrsuMd me 
ivas in her town '^ une nouveauté la plus nou-^ 
wcUeJ^ In gênerai, howerer, caps with im- 
nense iMirclers, that sweep below the afaoul» 
ders, and stiraw hats, are the prevailing head-^ 
dresses upon ail oceafiions. The petticoat 
and oacset^ almost invariabiy of two distinct 
ook)urK, relievcd with white sleere», of linen, 
or wooUen web: gpld ehaîns round the neck, 
£a6te4aed with a heart, and snspending a largie 
^cddcross, areelegancieiofthetoilette^carcely 
erer dispensed irîth upon any occasion^ and 
apefeequentJy wofh even upon working day». 
The district of the Cauchois h the vety 
foyer of tlie Normandy fashions, and a fiûr 
Cauchoise, perfectly ^* endimanchée/^ or at^ 
tired in her Siinday 6nery, exhibits a com- 
pleMity of tt>stiuB6, to which many cen« 
taries tumst bave lent theîr pcogtestSÎTe in-» 
van tionfi^, *w h i eh . pnobably - began trader Wil* 
liant tb^ Conqueror^ and received its kat 
finishing touches on tjie arriisal jof M^ame^ 
ai Dieppe. The cap of the fashionable Caù- 



♦ Whça Ma4» d'Auftîiilç^e landed a second, time, 'm 
Vi^Miç^ 9X Dieppe, dM iUe old fQj^ssm'itfA, ^r^ Wfi^»* 
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choise émulâtes, in height, the steeple of the 
church, which is the mart of her finery ; her 
luxe de jupe is typical of its dimensions, and 
the pendulum of its clock is rivalled in thç 
enormous gold drops, which vibrate in 
either ear. 

It is curions to observe, that such near- 
ly was the dress of the better order of 
dames, in the days of Charles IX. and 
that the peasantry were, under his cruel 
and bigotted reign, better clad and better 
conditioned, than under that of Louis 
XV. '' All'^ (says an author, whose re- 
searches into the ancient costumes of France 
are extremely profound) ' ' ail the peasantry 
then wore ** des souliers commodes^'' but this 
was not the case, under the reign oï'^ le bien 
aimé.'' The taxation, which went in part to 
supply the toilettes of du-Bari%et de Pom- 
padour, naturally limited the elegancies of 
the peasant-wardrobe, and even obtruded 
upon its necessaries» as Mr. Young^s *' mov^ 
ing dunghills/' at that period, évince. 

The influence of the toilette is universal in 



dames bf the tov^^, dressed in full costume, went down to 
the port to receive her royal highness, and insisted on 
drawîng her carnage to the town-house. 
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France, and it is far from being exclusively 
an object of female dévotion, evenamong the 
peasantry. The young farmer ^* qui se fait 
hrave,^^ is, in his own estimation, as at- 

* 

tractive as any merveilleux of the chaussée 
lyAntin can suppose himself. His well-pow- 
dered head and massive queue, his round hat, 
drawn up at either side, '* pour faire le mon^ 
sieur ;" his large silver buckles, and large 
silver watch, with his smart white calico 
jacket and trowsers, présent an excellent ex- 
hibition of rural coxcombry, while the el- 
ders of tKe village set oiF their frieze coats 
with a fine flowe;;ed linen waistcoat, whose re- 
dundancy of flàps rehders the texture of the 
nether part of their dress very unimportant. 
But, however tasteless or coarse ; however 
simple or grotesque, the costume of the 
French peasantry may appear to the stran- 
ger^s eye, it still is a costume ! It is a refine- 
ment on necèssity» and not the mère and 
meagre covering of shivering nature. It 
is always ojie, almong many évidences, that 
the people are not poor, are not uncivilized, 
that they require the decencies of life, and 
^re compétent to purchase tbem. — When an 
Irish peasant with his usual shrewdneî^s en- 



cJeavoilC^ to drwe a hard bargain ^ith hi&iQjti<' 
ployer, his phrase is fr^ueotly ; "^ure, ail I 
ask i$ jutt what wUl get me my àif^ and i% 
rétg ;" for ail his idea» of dress cpnsist in the 
words ** my rag," Tbese are painfwï r«* 
£efences ! they are perhaps toQ forei^, atid 
tQo fréquent ; but Jtbey are irnesk^tibie I Qb ! 
ybece îs the land •«•o distant, t^ rc^ion w re^ 
moU^y into which l way travel» and mut 
bear Ireland in my njemory» and her miiery 
in my beart l And, oh î whm ehajl the pm, 
now emplpy<ed in iracing the pro$peFity aod 
ciirUizatiott of aootJb^er country^ be dévote 
to reoQrid the inaproveTOent, tb« |trapq»ilUty 
artfl bappiness of »y pwn l W\mn jshaU it ïeav« 
tlie iftcUoop» Avbiçb bave h^v^ wMe tt^ i*^ 
4iuj» f^r e)&b(kbiti0g the eansc^ of bf r leraors 
9Ad bar sii^briings, Xq regi^l;^ tbe fac^s whk^ 
sbftU pfï»ve« tiiAt (tbe €r«it are reoDov^d^ and 
tb«ifl«t:af)e &rgol4«liJ . 

On owr way jU> ïlranee, ve h»d t^iMn * 
v<^ pHr««iitov« «^vte, a«d pa$^ tlii'owgb.a 
gr«fl4; p*»* of En^l^iji . We fouiad' t<be beau- 
tÀfsl |?fla»nt popMifttion (rf tbart oiuntry, 
uritb Jltf fair ifi«r»(|wii S?Aio». p^sic^nomy. 
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B dn^seitMs prepamtwe for eytes ^tined to 
«iie^<a people^ wànoit beaxity oan «ocu^y fee 
reckoned among tliieir îmutional perfeetioQS. 
The Fvenoh (fEU3e^ fttrttculM-lir air:iong the 
loiper orders^ struck we (kyrdkAy, ras baving 
a ijenersd weBenâjiajMe to lise ïVtrtar visage* 
The iiigfa but flattened cheekr^bonet small 
i^e, low fwebead, wkh the close coocen** 
tmtion of the fealiiH'es, formed a veiy pre«* 
^^lettt cast cxf coimtenBace, bi such of the 
provinces as ï viâîted. Tbere are, bowever^ 
^even among the doMireat dbsses^ âome veiy 
spiendid excef^ioi» to tisîs gênerai line of 
physiognomy^ and I tfamk tbe two hand^ 
sone^t men I <eqrer >saw9 wereamiller, near 
Amiem, and a 'warkman^ at febe-manu&ctpry 
0f poroelain at Chantilly ^ well iknown in bis 
native town by the distingoishing appellation 
of * We bel ouvrier J' It was in vain he showed 
us the Mq^y cf Fratéce smiling, with his 
^' mmripepaternely^' on a teatcnp ; or the royal 
éiikes and dntebesses smirktng in fàxmly 
amtty , on a Ivnch ^bowl . Wecs till tbougfat 
the workiiiOAi superiorto bis woik^ and he in^ 
deed seemed 'pei&ctly of our opinion ; for no 
'^ héros d'opére^^ everplay^ off tbe grâces of 
attitude yfïûi a tnope 49tudied xx: nidiculoins 
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fcf&ct^ than did le bel otivrier de. CkMntiily^ for 
the bendit and admiratHm of tbe Ënglish 
visitante of his manufiaurtory. 

The French physiognomyj honurever^ vaiieèt 
almost in eveiy province, and they ihmn^ 
selve& class the shades of beaufy and ugliness 
with great précision, even in the neigbbouv- 
ing districts» by the terms *' beau sang^'^and 
*' vilain sangJ^ This ^ngular phrâseology 
assimilâtes with what may be called the élé- 
gant slaug of Ënglish bon^ton, which, by in- 
troducing the pe^ntry of the stable inta the 
jargon of the drawing*room, enables the conr 
noisseur in beauty and horse-flesh equally 
to compliment '* Thunderbolt by Vixen/' 
and Lady Virginia, descended from a Plaiïr 
tagenet dutchess^ with the common declartr' 
tion that they are both '' thorough-bred," 
and •* show excellent blood/^ 

In the pays de Beauce the *^ vilain s ang^' is 
said to prevail ; in its. neighbouriog district; 
la Perche, the /^ beau sang'' is very distiI^f 
guisbable. In Normandy, Hné land of law> 
and loveliness, the beauty of some of the 
women rivalis tlie charms of the witches of 
Lancashire ; and every wbere among the giris, 
are to be met charming samplesof ^* la jolie,''. 
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iîiat indefinite style of prettiness, which the 
French prefer to every other, and which, by 
them at least, is deemed '^ plu& belle que la 
beauté même.'' The Bearnois, the native pro- 
vince of Henri IV* is celé bratedfor>, the 
beauty of its inhabitants, and particularly 
for the élégance, / form^ rapidity of motion^ 
and grâce of gestare of its Basques, a « race of 
peasantry in one of its districts, whom itis 
the ^ride of the Provençale noblesse to bring 
into their family, as upper servants, and to 
exhibit in their salons, at Paris, as.pages^ 
idre^sed in their owh original and beautiful 
costume. / • v 

I one day accompanied the Princess de 
Craon* to the hôtel de Biron-Gonteau. and 
was in the formai act of présentation to the 

« 

Dutchess de Biron, when a figure suddenly 
appeai^ed in .the garden payilion in which we 
were receiyed, which eut short my half- 
iiaished çourtesy, and rendered even the 
amiable dutchess, with her historical name> 

i j* Tothis. vénérable and excellent lady, whosehigh birth 
is amoi^ the least of her merits, andindeedtoalmost evéïy 
îneinber of her illustrious Ikmilj, I stand indebted for 
thé ntoBt flattéring attentions, andf for much of the 6oaid[ 
pk^iires 1 ei^oyed) during my résidence at l^aria. , . . - 

1^2 
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an lobject, fbi: thfe moitoénl/ bf sefcônidairy 
fcbnàideration. Wfiilfe Madàïne de Btfon %âs 
^yihg the most obliging thihgs iii the '&6iA<d, 
Ittid iti tïte œost obliging manner, ànd whilfe 
I, " nôthing iôth," lent ** a pleasfed«àr/* ihy 
feyfeà pûrsiieè (though with sonie difficuliy) 
thè lÛîttfti'g motion 'ôî à light aëi*iàl figure, 
"élégant and ïàndfîrl à$ tTre poefs image t^f 
■^ a feâtheined Mercury.*' Tftîs isplendtd a]^ 
l^arïtioA, in a costifme sîhgulkr and pio 
"tui-eàqite, pàssed throù^h the pavillon iniô thfe 
^ardeh. *' X^eit le 'Êû'sqite de madaHte h au*- 
^ànesie, et dûfts te coutume de sàii pays** àâid 
the Princess de Craon, observing thte im^ 
^fe^^ron Sv^ich tilîà ^'Mt page** hàd 'mfede 
'6h lûë.--^'^ "àikirîr 'coiïime un Basque, est un 
pôv^érh'e de Provericè," addeà ttite piihfcésfe, « et 
•bous boyez, qu*il tie te àémeiit "phs!* Mte i*^ 
àt thàt hioinent 'ftiitittg ambng tliè ti'ëës df 
ttié èardèn, "^ith the afrbw^likè Si^îftntess ât^ 
trituV^cl to tliê Hirk'âïïs, or ^tflWib Af^ssëfe- 
gè'i% bf teîhdostkn. 

"We afterwards adjoùmed to the tefracé of 
the garden, whîch bvëi-rbôî^èa thè bblilfeVard 
Italien, through whiçh the royal cortège was 
|iassing (for it wâs the enifée of the ywsing Dut> 
chess (îe Bétrt, îftto Pstris)^, and the OviafQ 
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4'IIrq|^, i^ho accampanied us^^ tpolç infini^ 
pains to name to me t]p\ç distinjgi^isjiçd per-? 
^;ji8, w^iapreciB4e4, foyçwed^^pd ^urfouiy|ed 
*k^ cqffçk^ of tlie Hiflg, jnçlw^ing ^Jie H^^r^hj»! 

hi^ ^&9.ut\fijd çpfttume;; i^çrç to ine objecte of 

y(k\^h foUowe4 in ^hp sm^. of ^he royal br^de. 

Sfee l^fiç^çilf, .? ^lipwgl^t, Ipqked p^e ^ 

^W4 ^ WM* ^^^^ ^}^m^^ \^ 4filighted ]>j 

% Joy?^J ^6lW*#WÎ«'. Vl^pfe rM tftp aiç 

ij^ ^lie çwftf ei^ppe pf t^Dut^çh^ d' Aqv 
gwJSfflff? fflopp j^ fîMmst ftiaïf ip t^i^ftr* 
sp«n«5d. s^h as ^^^e pffgj;)t h^ye yrprp, srheii 

the Qjjk^.pinjrtit}^ " »?o|^s j^rf^^.'V,r."4l^f^flr 
»|Pi^ k*f o^i^'' U FM Wdep4 ^ çpHWteiî^çce 

Wi»^? i>(» ft<»g^r, f^%n 4n *' SftfTPYr" prwi9y> 
qj^ t|jf ,very f^y^f^ ^f tî?§t ^ ^ ." ^^rj^ 

PMPOiJi^ ?i^o^inçç^.,iîa%er^ V^^^^f^' 
WH^ for fiçfe»i|^y|^, aq§ ifj^ poj ^^g >;^ 
ïbiag^nî M? çs^nmy m «vil 4is^^eî|^ la 
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avengé his own private wrongs, and $fcti^fj^ 
his own private feelings. 

If the peâsantry of France are not ait 
Basques^ their defect of beauty does not 
arise from deficîency of nourishment ; for I 
do not think I evcr saw a greater number of 
persons, who seemed sent into'tbe worM; 
^^ pour faire voir jusqu^oà peut aîler ta pectà 
humaine.^* ** Le bon gros pére/*^ *^ la bonne 
grossé^mérey' are epithets frequently used 
and justly ajpplied, and the oltl pbilippics of 
frogs and soupe-maigre nowfatll hurtlesis against 
ribs, deep in their covering, as any of ■ the 
best new light prizes exhibited at the Wô- 
burn shows. Among thîs brder, indéed. 
Miss Prescott, the Pythonéss of EngHsh etn^ 
bonpoint, might acquire new hints for her 
science of anfi-phthisis , and apply them for 
the benefit of meagre dowagers and attenu- 
ated young ladies, with successful éffect. 

The improved condition of the FrencH 
peâsantry bas indeéd operated with equaî 
benefit, morally and physically. The de- 
structions of the feudai syistem> with ail itsh 
oppressive train of taxes and' imposts^ has^ 
prodticed' a national régénération. Even 
the despotic laws of the conscription^ Vihkh 
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peopH^ the armies of France by means 6?en 
more odious than the press-gang System of 
£nglaod> has been counteracted in. its efr 
fécts^ and repaired in its losses» by the ame« 
liorated state of the people^ by the division 
pf tfae enormous landed properties^ tbeequal 
participation in succession, and by the great 
encouragement given to the pi:ogres8 of vac-^ 
cine inoculation.^ 

In 1T81 the eontréieur-^ginéral of France, 
under Louis XVI. Monsieur Joli 4^ 
Fieuri, defined " thç people '• of France, 
to be ** peuple serf, corvéable, et tailr. 

^ The French army wf|S essentially national^ sincè hj 
the law of the conscription it was composed of ail ihi 
citizei^s, withoùt distinction of clasEU Tbis was the secret 
'wMch fiUed up the ^en rqdks of the French légions^ an(( 
lï^h^ch recpnciled thç lowçr ^lasse^ sp patiently to its in- 
iSiction. It was on the higher classes it fell with the 
greatest severity, if indeéd' the gentry of France ever had 
any profession but that of arms^ or any object of ambition 
but jnilitary glory. I asked the wife of a fanner in the 
J^lf of Fmnce, ijvh^ had.loat ^ son.by the conscription^ 
.whçthe^ §ke c^id oot rejoic^ in the ^ownfi^l of Êim, who 
hail instituted that despotic law ? " Pour r^Ait," she re^ 
plied) ^ il nous a &il trop de iràQ, pour que nous disioxis 
du biefi de lui; mais il nous. a fidt trop de bien, pour qt|s 
^1^% en disions d)i jùali. ' V And thiy, X beli^tç^ i9 tbf W^fi^ 
9im( of the naÛQi]^. , 
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hèk, è meré et mùérioârder It iM^à tkm 
^is€fy of tbis ^^ peuple uffi' that ur^sd tbe 
cause of tbe revoliltioa ; it was this "^^ pnpiê. 
eoroéable et taUhàk, à merci et miséricorde/^ 
wbo showed no mercy for th^? beartless op«« 
pltssors* It was tbis race of sianrea, degraded^ 
trodden on, broken down, strangers to Hbew^ 
ty, to morals^ and to rdligion» vho wero 
urged to commit those horroc^, foc wMcb 
they are so unjustly upbratded^ and vrbose 
Bational niildness and natdral goodnas of 
dkposifioh mi^t well yield fo the teinpta^ 
tion of satisfying a rengeanceji wbioh tbé 
jvrongs and slavery of âges had ripened» 
^«urkifaed^ and fomented into madness. 

Bui th«t k)Dg-€»during race bave now pas»? 
lidaway; theirchîldren*ït5 J>«>^iftdr»,whe» 
ttey were vasse^ls. The torture ho longer 
exists» to feed a spirit of brutal ferocity by 
îtÂ faorribk exhibitions^ ]|}igotiy no longer 
Itm^i^s^Ji^ |3TesentS|ijbert,wîth^îdte foriis for iwd prta*^ 

tiplfeà; they hàyé nbthifag to fear fhwn thç 
r droit 4e ch^m^' the \' coreée/^ tbe ^ytaille,*' 

lâbb^' ^ekeiié" Th^y bave ta«ted a practicM 
lfii66«k)tB^ ftot lesis p6pbap« th&n tt^t en^ed 
% lire peôpic o^ Éngllantl; thfey are moral as 
the people of Scotland; and n'Otwithstaïiding 
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the reoRit rata^, they sre more profi{ien>iis 
perhaps tham eitfaer. Ob! may th^ long 
continue sk»; and in sptte of that <' «««rga 
pf /f«,"* \rhb wfaich an Enelish minister is 



♦ J CQpy hère a, p^mgr^b from a letter, which I bave 
this day received (December 29th, 1816) from Paris, 
firom a gentlétnan of conndemble talent and expérience, m 
Ibe prefient stale of tluQ^s in Fw\oe, ^\ Votre Cwwng 1^ 
tenu ici des propos d'un ton, quif n'^toit pa# propn^ i^ m^ 
^focM? \m dfBux wa^cw, et qui »anjt Weix tncopi^dirâ 
ipwrw homme d'éw. Il dit, ii-y-a qudfyte temp> ^ifm w 
iWK^Ie «M4>reux, qù étpieut beaucoup de militaîreg ^<^ 
yfewXy q«e le goureo^men^ 4^ BourI?P<»» étqit txçf domc 
pour ime nation, a»8|i turhiilwt^^t'^uiwi ftctiepae qiie ^ 

nôtre. Mais que l'Angleterre se chaigeoit de nous tenir 
sous une verge de feu! Les militaires n'ont rien dit, et 
Mad. de Staël s'est chargée seule de répondre à ces in- 
solences." 

*^ Comme M. Canning parloit des victoires, que les An» 
glais ayoie^t remportées, elle lui dit, que si ces messieurs 
vouloient une seule fois se détacher des Russes, des Prus- 
siens, des Allemands, &c. &c. &c* et nous honorer d'une 
têle-à-têlej elle lui promettoit de n'être pas refusé ! " Notre 
Canning" made himself extremely popular among the 
Toyalùfies enrcgésy when I Mras in France, by bis speech at 
Bourdeaux, in which he called that loyal dty " le temple 
de Madame." For inany evenings successively I never 
entered any pf the salons of my royalist friends, that thia 
^^ mot de sentimenV^ was not echoed about in ail sorts of 
inaudlin, ^hining tones— *< Le temple de Madame! ! A^ 
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said l^tely to hâve threatened tliein^ may 
they holdly resent and timely oppose every 
effort made by domestic oppression or foreign 
invasion, which may tend to bring them back 
to that State \n which they were declared, by 
the law pf the lîind, tq be ^^ un peuple serf^ 
corçéable et taiiiable, à merci et à miséricorde P^ 
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que c^est joU ! ' Le 7«f-m?jp/e de Madame \ Mais C^est 
çliannant, c^est beau." 

^' On voii bietif Knaâame^^^ said a royalitt to me, 'who had 
repeated this moi de sentiment upon eyery change and key 
*of the sentimental gamut, '^ on voit bien, madame, que 
votre Canning est un homme à sentiment, avec înfinhtaent 
4^esprit ! Le temple de madame ! Ah que c^esi beau /"^ 
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<*A mesure que la philosophie fiùt des progrés, la 
sottise rédouble les efforts pour établir l'empire des 
préjugés." 
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National idiosjmorasy must alway» re* 
x^ïve Ite <(rst côlouring i&oin thé influ^Aoe 
oF^oil amd of cKiaate<; and the moral charaÈ-? 
terîstics of evèiy {^op}e fae resolyaUe jnfe» 
tbè peculiar constitrution of thôir phyaical 
Mtructurte. Religiion and goteifaDÉerit^ in* 
dâed^ give a poW^rfiil cUreotioa to tfaepd»« 
dplés JdMâ mwtes of èlviliaed society» atfl 
debase ot elevii^e its inhérent quaiîtie»» by 
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the excellence or defect of their own insti-^ 
tûtes. But the complexioniàl features of the 
race remain fixed and unchanged» the ori-^ 
ginal impression^ of nature is never effaced. 

The portrait drawn of the ancient Gauls» 
by Csesar, préserves its resemblance to the 
ï'rench of the présent day, notwithstanding 
the varions grafts thàt hâve been inserted 
-into the national stock. Add Agathia» aud 
MiEUîhiçtvcl hâve nearly given the sattte sketch 
of the sSime originals^ at periods of véry 're- 
ihote distance, and with views of irèry dif- 
férent tendehcy. Susceptible and ardent^ 
impetuous and fierce, the most cîvîli^ed of 
ali the barbarians, whom îlome subjectéd to 
lier yoj^e, are still the most polished people 
of Europe; and the French, through ail 
the vicissitudes of their political fortune;, 
through ail the borrors of the inosi 69tïgm^ 
iiary epoch of their révolution, hayiç e^hi* 
bited that inlierent tqndency ,to «soci^^l satr- 
tachmeht, - that ' capabilUy of génerous de* 
votion, :and ihàt ^fund oi bofirJèommie (to u^e 
a Word of their own création, for a feeJîn^ 
peculiar to tbemselves), .w,hich. évince thî^t 
theworst form of reUgion and governiuen^ 
could not d^troy tlie hap(>y éléments <if 



tkitacter, Qot of wïiick such fclodly dbjio- 
3itioBs sirose. The^atoâcitië^ : ^hicb stained 
the moâfc uDfortudate fera of the révolutidâ, 
were almost redeetn^d by the cobi&titutiona} 
virtues, whidi exhibited themsetves during 
its progress. Condorcet> condemnéi to 
deatfas yet réfusing; themylamwhiéh friend^ 
ship rîsked it^ëlf ^6 offer him y îs. but ooei oilt 
6f a thousand exainpies b£ noble dlsinteceât*^ 
eduess and beroic dévotion.* » • 

When hunîanity i^iiatched dne. breath^ng 
moment from hloodr and tierror, to bestow. it 
on social intercx)iarse ^ mhen âll the quaiters 
of Paris gave that well-rremémbered civic 
dinner in . the ^ public istreôts, . to which . ail 
were bidden, and 40 nrhich ail . were wel*- 
comed; the tide of jwicîal affection, loi^ 
frozen in its chamiels, suddenly di$£^lved» 
and flowed in its wouted génial cnrrcsot; 
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' * Condorcet, pursued by the térrotists, receiVed an ùftet 
of protection and concealtnetiti fvdm afemale âieiid:' hé 
pQremptorily refiispd this g^^erous offer, exclaiodng^ 
** Vous seriez hors Ja loiV\ " Eh! suis^je hors Vhu^ 
inanité .^" was her answerl This heroic reply did iiot pre- 
yail upon the unfortûnate fiigitive : *he fled from the asylum 
of tlfê friend, whosesftftty Wâft more predôus tban^Jtift 
QWn>aod8unwe4^K%few)%§. 11;., ,> ;, i 



l^he impolsiotiB o£ jof wém «oiveml^ 
étrangers nished iiito each otinr-s anns; 
frÎQmls^ long sÈrered^ clung in ckMse em^ 
Inraoe; andthesangtiiimrif tyrantof thefaour 
Baw> in this sndden but^ of fiieodly com^' 
iBàwûkicaJdon, the re^val of tke natioimi ^' ban^ 
•homnm/' and tlie down&il of his owu power. 
A'decree was isaued against the recucrenée 
€i sQch festivals of t^e faeart; fout it wa» 
published too late : the avenues of social feel^ 
ing iwere again open^> and the civic dinner 
Wa« tlie poêsover of an emancipated peopku 

The frightfkil sy^tem of despotisme laid hy 
the fetrûctous tyrann^'^ of Louis XI. and ac^ 
IcmnpUshed by the ambition and pride of 
la^ïa XIV. prodùœd an obviotis and faiaL 
inftbeuce on the character of tbe nationi 
The independenoe of tfee nobility ^ which 
bent brfore tlie apen force and direct hoôti** 
lity of the barbarian king, moulded into irre- 
tiievable ruin before the en^eebling cor- 
ruption ai the tnoœ accompHsbed despote 
Against this prinxe destroyer of the libertie» 
aiid morals of his devoted peopie, Histdry 
appeals to posterity; for the çotenjpprary 
ehpoiiiders, who undertook their task at 
royal coipmand^ afid staitied facr page m 
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Uiiie-serving obsequiousness to the vftnity ot 
Iheir employer, yfere insen^ble to the na- 
tional dégradation they recorded. Wben 
Boileau and Racine recited to the ttionareb^ 
and to bis mistresses> the glories, pomp, and 
power pf his reign,* thèse courtly poète, but 
feeble histomns, felt not that the annals 
A^hich flattered the pride of the vahi-glorious 
king, condemned the despot of a mined 
people to immortal ignominy. The nnpro- 
fitable Wars, by which the insatiate ambition 
of Louis XIV. endeavoured to extend his 
domim^n ; the lavish expenditure of incaU 
culâjble treasures, dissipated in idie amnse-> 






• After a dangerous illness, tlie king permittea Bcûleat» 
^Yid ttacîAe tb' amuse him, by reading aloud some pages 
>of the hÎBtory of his retgn, ivhich Mad. dé Mont^pan 
liad engaged tfaèm to write. The king beard them, seated 
between his two mistresses ; the oné in the height of het 
power, the other in her "wane. To accouht for the dis* 
tincUon thus cpnfèrred upon his ex-&Yourite, Louis said ; 
*' // est bienjuite^ rhùdame^ qUevoitÈ assistiez à la lecture 
â*un ^uvrngCj dont vous mime avei trûdé le plùnJ^ Thô 
-history of Louis le Grand, comutianâed^hj himéelf^ ptamted 
by his mistress, and executed bgr two pensioned poets ! ! \ 
Whata combinatioHL ! ÉuonatMirte^speakingof Louis XIY. 
said, " C'était un pauvre hômiàe \ — s'il existait, je n*en 
voudrais pas pour mon aide-de^imp." 

VOL. I. " L 
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m^nH. QT squsndeued on gorgeou». palaces, 
\eit. his people b^ggated, and hh finance &^ 
iMwted . His despo tic snpremacy suffensci na 
Macô of political lihexty to exist ; and tl^ 
fatftl example of hts own private life sprœd 
tbe dire contagu^i of vice and of hypocmy, 
thcottgh every class, aad opened tbe gaies, 
of ' s^sïQfxiatic depjravity tOi his sticce^ors, 
Wibich never closed> till the whole temple of 
corruption was, 

" hurled headlong,, 
With hitléous rûin, and combustion, down." 

In tte history ô£ civilized society there is> 
perhapsj no parallel for the mox^. dégra- 
dation which enveloped France, during the 
whole of the eighteenth century. It was a 
dçmofali«;ation s6, pejrfect, sq unrestrained, 
atidtflnally so nnconscioualy subsisting^ sap- 
ping, corrupting, gangrening every social 
and moral relation of life, that towar^ds the 
epid ,o( the Ipug^r^i^ of t^Quis XV- scarcely 
one tie, that binds man to man, remained 
unbroken or undefiled : ail was pollution^ or 
degrs)dation^ political profligacy, or rnorgJ, 
dçl^nqifiency. Fiction. and,|act> history aqd. 
romance, ail that described^ and ail that 



^ 



d€^> reflattfe their di«gmtkig dêteils' witfc 
ffigtekfùl ^di)rf ; . Ht^ b' t^ke» iHosblbim ]^s- 
syà^^atotJ St. SioïDns who attést the énormities 
they so gaïlf pictàre. It- is the high-b€>rn 
RkheliéU, trho^hàs itrtiiiortalfziîd the (teprâ^ 
vtt5^!oiF tfeat elevated c*gÊ^i whoïse viccfs are 
fomïd epitbmmèi in his^ owii history of his 
o^ïà Kfe. Fitotn the eareless arid spirîfed 
dcn^i[ls> of tbè btilliamt de Sevignéî down to 
the knitatîve aiïd iiigeftiôus fictions of the 
l^pfVaux, Crebillôfls, Louvets, and the 
I^clôi^, acodé df corruptioti might bé drawn, 
su pethet in tïce; so lïiatchless^ in crime, 
thit nôt ti:» teaft-diést chgtmpioti of the ^^ bon 
vièMfeMâ^ ^tJiild dfeire to défend it, ôrcoûld' 
relratnfrom'astoni$hmâitVthàt ^* such things 

^^' And OTerœme MiA, like a summer^s cloud, 



it> 



I - . » . .- > . ■ ! 
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♦ Comt« de Buwy Rabtitin, author of "Histoire 
AmoàreOBe des GHuiles^" and of " Mémoires." It îs cù- 
rioud to obâenrei thatthevintim^te andmost admiredfirieiïd 
of tli& amipebl^ Mad. deiSevignéwas M. Pomeûan^ a nçted 
coiner^ though a man of lank . He Mfas repeatedly tried fbr 
hijs lifé ; and Mad*. de SeTÎgné firankly déclares her belief, 
that- he* wa» gc^t^^df everj/ crimey bui pmsénittg. 

l2 
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Wheti the measuri^ of political abtiae was 
filled to overflowing ; vfhen ndt a ray of free-^ 
dom was left to the people» noi a shadow of 
représentation to the nobiiity ; when vtenality 
stalked forth in the stole of sanctity^ and 
simony held an open market ; when privir 
leges were substituted for rights^ and infliir 
ence usurped the fonnà of legitimate poWer ; 
when exaction and oppression went hand in 
hand through every enormity, and the poi- 
son of moral corruption had worked its leaven 
tlirough the wliole mass ; then the bond cff , 
Society was rent asunder ; and the great and 
final bouleversement, which followed, was only 
proportionate, in its progre$$^ and effects, to 
its origin and causes. The first explosion, 
bold^ brilliant, and aspiring, as the ascend- 
ing fires of pyrotechny , was followed by the 
admiration, and consecrated by the vows of 
ail that was enlightened and libéral in Eu- 
rope. Even royalty watched its commence- 
ment without fear, as its light pierced the 
gloom of the dungeon, and brightened the 
mansions of living sépulture ; and philosophy 
gloried in its career, as she beheld the dàrk- 
ness of préjudice dissipated by its blaze, and 
the frightful édifice of despotisgi siûk under 
its influence. 
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But, though the révolution Was an event 
devoutly wished by the libéral, and ardently 
forM^arded by the wise ; though ail the talent 
flind ail the genius of the nation concurred in 

*^ Mutual lea^e^ 
United thougl^ts and counsel, equal hppe^ 
And hazi^rd in the gloriou^ enterpjrize," 

they could but direct its spirit, and guide 
its views. It was the. physical force of the 
nation, which could alone carry the design 
into efFect. It was thç coUected roass of the 
înost political degraded people in Europe, 
which was to bear ît on ; and the cause of 
freedom was inevîtably comnniitted into the 
hands of slaves, It was to no race^ like the 
Myrmidons of Achilles, swarming forth, and 
changîng theîr species, that the work of dé- 
vastation was consigned, Those who gave 
the révolution its sanguinary charaçter were. 
no miraculous progeny, no spontaneous pro-« 
duct of thç new order of things, but the 
home-bred childreii of despotîsm^ who, like 
the '' yelling lUQnstçys/' of Milton's Sin^ 
turned against their mother, and 

^* HowVd, and gnaw'd hct bowels, their reçast;.*^ 



\ 
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F^niiliar witb jsighl^ of blootl, , to vhich 
the public ex^cutip^s \^9(d imired tiiem,* 
their own wild deei)s were ggrverned by thek 
horrible experieisice. Syxn^thy long d^ftdr 
ened, and sensibility long blunted, by the 
very nature o£ ikeir institutions, they had 
now noi^ left to exerdse or tb bestow on 
those who had thus degraded them . It was 
thèse long passive and thorpughly debased 
subjects 6f abused authority, who, creepin^ 
from their dens, shadowed by the Bastille, 
folio wed in the train of their tiger-leaders^ 
who, glutted with blpod, yet thirsting for 
carnage, taught the di'eadful lessori^^ tl^a^ 
those only who are educ^led in liberty^ are 
capable of forwarding her cause ; who evinced 
that many révolutions must pccur, and mai^ 
Systems of govemment arise and fall, ère the 
stain of vassalage can be efFaced ; ère the 






- * Jn t]ke hfajtoqr of huipao ^imsàtj, ihere was nothing fio 
atïociou3 as tbe criBwnal punâj4w»eiVùi crf FmnOQn Mf4« 

* * -■ * . > 4 ^ ' ' m. ■* 

de Sevigaé mentions, in the course of Ijer letters, aboy^ 
fifty persôns brôken alive on the wheel, and two ladres 
bumed1i)y a slowfirfe; ofwhôiri, one was àcJctiàed of sor- 
cery. Damiisa and Ravillac weve tom to piec^ by horses, 
after tortures- the most horrible : " the question/' or tor- 
ture, wa» ^ t\mg of mtqfri9!f occurceiice* 
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mark of the chain can be worti from the 
neck of the captive, and the freeman lèrgêt 
that he baid eraciB been a slave l » 

As it ts tlk^ Êsts^bicxa of tke dajr pui^po^Iy 
t0 mistake c<mstitiitional principte», fot de- 
mocmtic specttlationa^ so it is iits polâcy to 
revii^ aii4 britig ferwad*d the iiorfors bf ike 
révolution, a» *' bug-béar$ dressed to frtghtèri 
children," into ail that can be impo$ed or 
iaflîeted. Images of long«passed crimes are 
céii|«red up, to spread terror^ to awaken 
indignation/ to increase pr^tidice> and to 
render the pçOple of two great nations the 
viotokis of ttee dld sta*e pôliçy ^f '' dit Me, 
ahd ]gt) verh/' But it should be remèmbet*ieâ^ 
that the génération which perpettiU^ed thèse 
atrockies^ were. t^ legitimftte subj^cts of 
lei^timate ntonarchs, and were statnped with 
thèicharacter of the government, whieh pro- 
dnèed them. The race, however, bave long 
pMsed away, which immolated, on the same 
altar^ plebeiân worth and royal virtue ; whQ 
h^luded in the same <nighty hecatomb the 
champions of loyalty and the advocates of 
freedom, the La Tremouilles and La Roche- 
foucaulds, with the Rolands and the Con- 
dorcets, al} that was precious in the annals 
of anc^i^t clmralry, with ail that /«as distin^ 
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guished in the records of modem philosopher. 
Mature in life, when the scène of their ini- 
quities opened upon this '' horrid crew/' it 
soon closed upon their guilt ; and the Marats» 
the Dantons, and the Robespierres, who be- 
longed equaily to the order of things which 
preceded the révolution, and to that, which 
fiUed up the most frightful of its epochs, can 
never re-appear, unless a similar corruption 
in the government, and an equal dégradation 
in the nation, shall prove again the inévitable 
connection between oppression, in the ruler^ 
and worthlessness, in the people. 

The nobility of France, including ail the 
higher classes of society, are distiriguished , 
in the early annals of their country, by a 
boldness and an energy of character, which 
not even the iron cages and loathsome dun- 
geons of their determined foe, Louis XI. 
could subdue. But what his oppression 
could not efïect, the vicions court and cor- 
rupting despotism of Louis XIV. accom- 
plished. In the whining sycophants, wha 
shed tears when the moqarch frowned ;♦ wha 



« Even " le vertueux Pomponné*^ îs deâcribed as weep-^ 
ingj Vihen the king reproyed him ; and Monsieur kneels at 
ikefeet of bit royal brother^ to thank hiro for a fiivour con^ 
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canvassed the honour of becoming the hmband 
of Ms mistress^ or of yielding up their daugh- 
ters to royal concubinage, it is difficult to 
trace the ancient baronical independence^, the 
high sensé of honour, which produced the 
Guesciins and the Bayards of earlier days. — 
Amidst the orange groves and hixurious 
pavillions of Versailles, among priests and 
parasites, in childish amusements and in wo- 
manish gossip, expired that once brilliant 
spirit, which gave to the French cavalier his 
peculiar tone of gallant intrepidity* The 
energy and vivacity, distinguishable through 
the political and religious struggles of the 
League, were no more, and that careless des- 
peration, which induced the chiefe of the 
Fronde to embark in a cause, scarcely under-* 
gtood, to please a beauty^ scarcely known, 

^^ de fmre la guerre aux rois,'* 

or, 

^' de faire la guerre aux dieux," 



ferred on one of his friends. Mad. de Maintenon's own 
pieture of this ^^ cour inique f*^ as she calls it, is curious : 
^' Nous y voyons dts ewoieSf sans ssgeif des ragesj des 
irahisonsj sans ressesUimenif des bassesses qtCon amtre du 
nomdegrandeuf^Ame*^ 
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tliis brigkt etherial $park of national iire 
was excbanged for a flame, cold and pâtirèi- 
cent as the marshy eihalatîon^ and 6t otilf 
to light the idolâtrons altars^ raîsed by a pa^ 
rasdte aristocrady, to the worship of a vaîn- 
glorious monarch.—- The group of slaves^ 
wbîdoi the flattery of the sculptor bas plftooâ 
at the feet of the most gorgeow statœ of 
the most gorgeous of kiiigs^ aptly ioM^ 
the higher classes of society^ by ^hich he was 
snrrounded.* 

The courtiers of Louis XV. notless feeble 
and môre depraved, not Jess abject wid more 
TÎcious^ resolved ail human digiiity into the 
maKim of *^ représenter noblement/' Hov^ 
possible it was to représenter noblement ^ with- 
ont one noble principle or maaly virtue, the 
innumerable mçmoirs of the innumerable 
'^ gay Lotharios*' of those days of egotism 
and vanity best évince. 

The transition from the finical refine- 



* When this famoiu statue of Louis XIV. was thrown 
down, in 1790, tlie «ameof thecelebnrtedai*t^ GHraniim, 
warfonnd written on otie of the feet of the horse< Cham- 
fort y&ther harshly definei this humi^t/ w he ^< la vwàeslè 
htliseifun homme de gême^ qui^troH honoré^ée ifmàitter 
à la gloire d^un tyran.*^ 



iments and sôlema puerilitiess of this a^ of 
idramatîc représentation, to the bold, coarse, 
jrepubliôan tcoae ctf jrevcrfùtiônary manjiers, 
maA singuJarljr ràpid; dixid cùriously coritiii^t- 
éd. To fhe tnnui, e^iimistiàn, ttnd inanity:, 
"wiiich characterized thé msipid circles ûf a 
nraam-cnit race, succeeded an exaltatiidp <Kf 
head and a glow of heart, productive Bome^ 
tînes of the nobleat, sometimes of the moA 
tirâ^cal, and sometimes of the most ludîcroœ 
âttects» The^elf-immol&tion of Cbarlètte 
Odrd^the dauntléss keroism of Madame 
Roland/ bdong tp the best aéra<^ Romah 
patrîotism. The avengefnl fae&ngs, wliîéfa 
rose almost beyond the tone of human vîn^ 
dictiveness^ pursuing the dying moments of 
Robespierre, " breathe a browner horror** 
pver deeds of darkness, than the deepest 
âhades of tragic fiction^ hâve evet reaebed; 



* Whèn Robeflfûene 'Stodd «pon tbe sbepa -of tbe tribu- 
nal, wnly aj^aling to a people ovéc ^vbese pasBÎOBs ht 
beuà now loat ail influence (font bis laat hcuir'waB eonie), à 
«pectral ûgwe^ tall, gannt, and fearfU^ whichiiaiiftr 
tâme mmeâ doin^ boside him, »ow oontinued to 
at iat0rv»& in hi^-eai', in a boHow and mdnotonottg toné, 
^tun'e9 plus rieRy tjfrmn >• Vèchafauâ f^t^d.^* lUbé»- 
pierre lu yain endeatôttre^ to frbwA arway thi^ etii gefiim— 
his frown had loet its terror, and bi# voîce ilB oomtmlnd. 
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and there is nothing broader in farce, thaa 
the vicissitudes of the Abon Hassans of the 
early part of the révolution; when the 
^* rabble rput'* of Porte St. Antoine assumed 
the toga of Patricioji dignity; whai Caius 
Miarius, the cobler, discus&ed the rights of the 
people, under the dômes of the Capets, and 
Comelia, the fishwoman, distributed blaçk 
bread to her ragged marmotes, with the cmi^ 
9cious feelings of ^e mother of the Gracchi., 
It was during thls^imtional Saturnalia, that 
the Hochefoucaulds, the Talleyrai^, the 
Mirabeaus^ became immersed in. the mud 
they had l'aked up from the *' He du people ;'^ 
and now suing those, so lately the slaves of 



w .i i .1 1. 1 ■ ■- t ' " 1. 1 ,, ii I . 1 i .,i n 



Another instance of poetical justice attended the deat^ 
of this sanguinary monster, which marked the frlghtfol 
iriengeance of the times. When his hand missed its aini^ 
andhe shothimself through the jaw instead of through the 
braiin, he was carried to the h6iel de tillcy and laid upon 
the coundl-table^ from which so many of hi» honid de- 
crées had issued. A woman, who had walked close beside 
the bier on which he was carried^ with a counteiK^Ace of 
fixed despair, took her station at his head> fMut ga^^ oa 
his mangled form with looks of unglutted vengeance, for 
he had been the murderer of her sou. In the agoniea 
of a buming thirst, he called for something to drink. 
" Bois ton sang," she replied, {mosir^hb hand, " ts/r^x 
tu 09 toujours ^mi k sat^.'* 
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their legi^iniate power, humbly cravad '* the 
m0pt45W[eet voice?'* of the swinUh multitude, 
who thùs : . 

^* Pranli^dit in authorUy^ agalnstall nohîe sufferance.^^ 

In this moment of gênerai subversion, ail 
wafi transition the most violent, and extrêmes 
the most opposite ; evincing a people from 
whom ail principles had long been withheldi 
by arbitrary power ; andwho, when released 
frooi its restraints, became the slaves of their 
own unbridled and ill-directed wiil. Trifles 
the most puérile, with eveiits the most im- 
portant, equally occupied the public mind ; 
and while the government was daily chaoging 
its ferms and its chiefe, objects the most in- 
significant became enveloped in the uni versai 
transmutation. Streets changed their names, 
hôtels their distinctions, rooms their fbmi- 
ture. The place houis Quinze became the 
^^ place de la Révolution,*' Where the Sevîgnes 
and the Richelieus presided over the élégant 
circles ôf their day, the Montagnards now 
howled, or the Chau&n» vociferated ; and 
Bimot aAd' -Gomiorcet/ xïppdsed to thè wild 
inspirations^ vulgar anarchy, the bdd, fear* 
less éloquence of pôrtriôtiôm and genius, 
wherçj^hàply^:, Voiture b^ fl«cô Mcifeed his 
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insi^id v^erses to applauditig dutchc^^> whfih 
the '^ Guirlande de Julie'' wde^ deetnftd iiftf 
passe^outre of the intellect of the natioii. ' 
Ail the lumber of aristocracy, material md 
immaterial^ was placed under the ban of po- 
pular: éversiôiir; and. thé aimoire^ oî Boule, 
aad the tape&tiy of the. Gobelins^ sijdblnit^ 
ted alike to revolutionarj^ ^ rage> with thèr 
fortuties and the livea of their noble ownei^ 
While the time-h<kiMmred bergère àxem 
down tiae imputatixHi of bàd cîtizenship» tbei 
^^ dwità tabûuref* was a: sute stepptng^stone' 
" df la Aïfif«me*'— Jos€ie$ ^ ajad buffets gaare- 
way to Etruscan vases, and antique) tripods^ 
9fid the vénérable ^' cannpé^' denounced/'aiid^ 
prosoribedr yielded > tOi Jbhs ^ustirpatmaiefi 
cou€bKed,.whichPl:aiûtele8irn^bt hàv^ ^ 

ed £(^ the aportments of Aspitsia-— Evea the' 
splenjcbd pendules, which hadi presîded'ia the ' 
royal palaces over iiours / 

" That danced away wUfi down upon their Jeety^ 

subci^itted. to the- .commo& fate; and whilé < 
the time-piecç&.Qf Yei:9ailUs and St. Cioudi 
wese^soldjor qW, bn^, Flaviias; the hair-fj 
dresser, c(Hisulted hijs sun-diaU vad asJsed' o£ 
M«mmius> the cast^làtbes'. maa:» 

« 1 pciÔM^ «iUsM, whi^ slùde W the dàf WittP 



Keligioiir too^ stâl stru^ling^ &r het sm- 
prdtnaoy imcter anjr name or form*^ adupted 
^'' tfae diangeful iàshàxmai otiHe: à^J^'-^He^^ 
tken. altnm rosé^ i^hece hoi3r rqwwir^ Ixmà 
once held theîr stations^; the: scite of mytho^ 
logical riter» long consecxated' tx>: Christian 
dévotion, agaîn r^sunied its^ original' name 
anpd ptttpose; and tbe vénérable chnrch of 
tber^ tbvic&^bl^seû St. Geneviève became the 
'' tempie ofait tHegodsr 

But, wiiile- the people and' their dema- 
gogue^leaders thuB evinced the inhérent fri- 
voiity of a long degenerating people; while^ 
modes and manners rapidly changed^ their 
form and coiouring, with successive consti^ 
tutions; the prineiple of régénération was> 
still slowly working out its way^ tbrough' 
the>tissue of foHy and ferocity that opposed 
it. Tbe public spîri t Mid good sens« of tfa6 ^ 
nation, its genius, and its patriotisme under' 
the names of Fedetalisks, Brissotins^ or*Gi-> 
rondins> stood oppû^sed alike to the bad taste 
and bad fi^Iing of a wild dèmocracy, which 
hâd ranged itself uûderthe protection ofth» 
deities of Olympus. Thfe regitne'bfi^tièti»à^' 
rïsm threw a mauvahe odeur ovër tlie répub- 
lican jargon of the modern Bruti, and the. 
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tone of Society, during the* reign of the Dî^ 
rectory, stood much less iiidebted to tbe get^-' 
ting-up of articles from the classical dicti^ 
onoxy, than any which had been adopted 
since the first sera of the révolution. 

While, however, inanners were tinctured 
with ail the exaggerated feelings of the day, 
and pàrtook of that ridicule, to which ail 
exaggerated feeling is liable, thé nation was 
making a silent but sensible progress in mo-^ 
rais and illumination • Mothers now gloried, 
or afFected to glory, in thftt sacred nsune; 
iofançy no longer dr^w its susteDance from 
a hireling bosom; nor was childhood bereft 
of ail the endearments of home, or driven 
from thé enjoyment of domèstic affection to 
the chilling cells of a couvent, and thé cold 
attentions of purchased care. Daughters 
became members of their ôwn famiiies ; son» 
were taught by their fathers that they had a 
country ; and Nature, righting herself even 
amidst the outrages committed on her, ob-- 
taiiiéd an influence over the feelings and ac- 
ticHis of Society, to whicJh^ in Fmnce, she 
liad long been a straiiger. 
. It was at this period that a sejt'ies^of 
glorious coïiquests abroad^ and an anarchical 



SOCIETY^. l6l 

stniggle for power, at home, called forth 
a new arrangement in the govemment of 
the state. The people were wom out by 
a rapid succession of constitutions, which 
had as yet produced little tangible good, and 
taken no permanent form. They sought à 
chief, whose influence might compose the 
still fermenting mass of public opinion, and 
throw the tie of imity over contending fac- 
tions. Military glory, " which grew with 
what it fed on,'* had become the object of 
national enthusiasm; and the people, like 
the friends of Coriolanus, deeming, that 



."Valeur wûs the chiefest yirtue, 



Jind did most dignify the wearer," 

chose for their ruler the greatest càptain of 
the âge, and placed him by acclamation on 
the throne of France, who had already laid 
the thrones of continental Europe at her 
feet.* 

* " My brother," said Lucien Buonaparte, ^^ is the most 
legitimale mon arc h in Europe ; for he is the only one 
chosen by the voice of the people/' 

Buonaparte had indeed made himself popular by many 
little actsof generosity and 6on-AommtV, which, in whatever 
cause they originated, had their efiect on the army and the 
lower classes. After the battle of Arcola, he wàs walking 

VOL. I. M 
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Napoléon BwoniEiparte, elected Emperor 
pf thé French, pteserved unsuiUed^ doring 
^e fjjrfit f>firîpd of his^ i^^igPi thlé popularity>. 
whiph had giyeft birth ito bis élévation. Fei*- 
Bonal ffxent bad JiowrresK^ed its just stan* 
dard of appréciation in aconntry, where ail 
f^ptitioufi distineticms ^d.long been rednced 
tç thfiiir hitriosicyalne; and talent j stiU 
holding it» supremaejr, became the passport 
%o impérial protection; The arts and sci- 
ences rallied roiu^ the throne of hîra, whose 
cOnquests^ bad so considerably extended 
theic resonfixce»,*^ and wbosé libéra lity had 
lavished, 3uch muniiiççpt r^wards, on their 

fjone ihtougli the eamput nîght, yihen te perceived a sen- 
lii^el asleep upon }^s arms, He took his fitsee gently frotn 
him^ and placing him on the ground^ "kept watch on his 
pOât fdr nearly two hours. The soldier at last awokej and 
|>erceiving ' an officer doing his duty, was panic-stKuck ; 
but when the next moment he discovered that this officer 
was the Commander-in-Chief, he exclaimed, in a tone 
of despair? ^* Buonaparte! Je suis perdu-''* Buonc^mrtere» 
tuming him his arnis, simply obseiTed, " après tant de fii- 
tigues^ilest permis à un brave, comme toi^ ^e s'endoimir j 
mais une autrefois j^rcw^/s mieux ton tems.** 

• Buonaparte expended tïûrty millions of frapcspn ob- 
jecta of art and antiquities; besides those he obtained by 
conquesu , . î. :: 



' 



80CIETT. 165 

frottierous professors. Hereditary rank came 
ibrth from its rtiined towers, to bail the 
fbti rider of a riew dynasty, who promised re- 
. mtinération^ for a portion at least^ of what 
^ th^ révolution had confistated. The de- 
scendants of the ancient defenders of the 
goûd kings Raoul and Hugh Capet, lent 
their tîme-cbnsecrated suppiort to' a fburth 
race,' as théir ancestors hàd -strag^led for, 
and cràwnëd-, a second and a! third. Matiy 
of thé môst aiacîent nobility of France hiad 
remained in the country, and weathered the 
stornià of its successive révolutions ; and the 
Rofaàhs, the Mortimarts, thc' La Rochefou- 
caulds, thé Beauveatis, tîie Praslins^ the 
Birons, the Brissacs, the Mbhtmorencis, 
the Talleyrands ; in a word, the most illus- 
trions names in the historical annals of the 
nation, filléd the àiiti-diâmber, or assis ted in 
the councils ùî a chief:i wi>o couried their 
represçpl0^v@a awith, defeçençe> received 
them with kindness, and «^ loaded them with 
horiours. ^ ' ^ 

Every dçly'some erâguVe l^s made froni 
the list of emîgrant pfpscriptipn ; * the 

* Napoléon wasso anxious tpt)ii|ve the aQcient nobility 
about bis person^ that be left no means untried to bring 

m2 
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descendants of the " menins^^* to the '\mon^ 
sieurs'^ of feebler days^ became the friends of 
the reigning sovereign ; and the " guidons of 
the royal lily^^t ra.nged themselves under 
the standard of the impérial eagle. AU faaskrçf^ 
ions were now blended in one ; and it was 
reserved for this singular founder of his 
çvrn fortunes to cément and establish his 
power, by operating â fusion of ail parties in 
his own favour, thus presenting, in the .first 
and wisest era of his reign, a combination of 
talents, feelings, and principles, which had 
long been giyen to the support of opposite 
and contending Systems. The leaders of the 
several former constitutions now joined in, 
upholding onè, and preserved the recollect- 



them over. One day he erased the names of so many 
emigrants firom the list of proscription, that his minister 
remarked, " Comment donc^ Sire, vous allez rayer le Comte 
d'Artois^ et son frère P'' To which he replied, " Et 
pourquoi nonP Est-ce qu*ils ont porté l€s[armesS^\ 

* The meninSf or minions of the dauphins of France, 
were ten young gentlemen kept about his person to dissi- 
p9.tè his ennui. They had six thousand livres pension, 
^"^ pour être assidus auprès du daupkin.^^ 

+ See the Marquis de Sevigné^s complaints at remaining 
a guidon f at the âge of forty« 
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ion of their ancient feuds no further, than to 
lament that they ever existed. 
, It was a dogma in the new. political creed 
of Napoléon, that the ancient noblesse of 
the countiy, though essentiàlly allied to the 
fMlen dynasty, might be rend^gred an equally 
firm and briUiant support to his own ; and 
while a sort of romantic passion for historical 
names * abetted the policy, which led hira 
to re-establish the families which bore them^ 
the descendants of the ancient barons of 
France were nothing loth to receive new dig- 
nities, and the immense revenues that were 
given in lieu of their ancient possessions, 
even from the hands of a parvenu sovereign . 
*' It is astonishing/' said M. de Talleyrand, 
'' how many emigrant ladies, of the old court, 
wish me to force them to become dames d'hon^ 
neur, in the new/^ And it is a well known 
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• ♦ Napoléon was very proud of being gentiUhomme.- 
One day, at Vienna, the Emperor of Austiia, în reply to his 
boast on this helid, observed that he had seen in the'impe^ 
liai libtary an old account of the Bnofiaparte fiUnily.- 
Napoieon eagerly begged the volume as a présent finom hi» 
&ther-in-law, who answered, diily/that it had been taken 
from the library, during the occupation of V jcnna by thef 
French. 
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ùuct, tbaiu iUBiiy ijof the ct^evant ^^ dncs et 
pairs, ^^ who now! (tidk >in raptUfés of the 
^* ineffable yHicité dont jmissètent ieu» opères, 
êous la pêiaiblti dwie de F^Btiépir^ héréditaire/' 
wer6 (thsa {>roud to die^a^^thmr gnndrchasni^ 
beiUfi^o ribbon/in thé ii^periïit < ffiitfi^rooni ; 
and cpiii^ted^sitoiksai^aQcepted^fi^ 

temptuùuàljii fneiiti0n| in* aie ^ptesenàe-of 
legitilnacyi, ^bfcit^ieepîthet^if lili^ài^tttpër i 
Amongjist ' thë. andent >nobi)i t^; ' hô^itrevâr, 
NapoleoiL had^ niànyo|>er9cMial^ âinrdty Mrhâ 
justify tiieir^aHegiance Mrifiîiii fanf^ àrgliatëâte 
diffieult to; rÈfute/* >^hèy:did nbtgitt&Up 
their keredttaiy pjrificeSf tilt atl flUtiitipe^liad 
likewtsè àbànàorkà them ; iilf f(us^;1[^rus- 
çia, Austria^ Spairi, neàrly ail the tégifinéafe 
authorities of tbe ccmtinentj had dése^ed 
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^ Baonaparte's preference of the old nobility went so 

actiofu /' a^<i Î!^,^JbofN^i^E(I^Agrrwl|âi«f«y^^ imà 

equally noble. .'ici:*y»< 



tke caus& qflégiUmMjf. .Whiotii» t^se pù^ 
tentâtes had aoknowledged tht f¥>wer f^l^ 
the Freâch nation had ctûiM»èfi for itseU, thé 
Botirbcms becàme in France whid: the SlujEùrts 
hadbeen in EnglaadI and alL tihal il had 
once been' virtue to^Iuphold» italien /becànote 
treasoQ to ^^fend. ! With such sànctim for 
their tergiversation^ the nobtlity felt at thàt 
peripd, wtth the rest ôf the nation^ thàt he, 
round whom they rallied, . : : 

" More worthy interest . had done the stat^i 

^^ Than those^ the shadows of succession/* 

• ». 

The court of the new Charlemagi^ç, filled 
with the descendants, of Pjreux aud Paladinsi 
assumed a character of gothic grandeur^ 
whoUy, destructive ta that tone of republicàn 
simplicity, whictji Brufm Buonaparte had 
once contributed to establish.* Thp.hQuse 
of brick became.a palace/of maille. ,^ The 
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* buonaparte and €aki,* the^ author of ^^ gli mimali 
pàrtafiti,'** l^d beeftkmwtttDcac^ odier during thefenror 
of the ffimi^i^xisxy' ti^t^eo* WJ^en Castl was^aft^rwiurd» 
presented at the impérial court, the Emperor addressed 
him with '^^ EJihien^ Signor Casii, ites'vous tot^ours âS» 
mocrMf*^ ^^ Plus que jmnais^ Sire^* repUed the poti^ 
*^ Je vois que Us grands hommes débuieni par lâ.^* 
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iairy splendours of the Caliph Aaron-al-^ 
Raschid were united to the cumbrous magni* 
ficenceof themiddle âges. Tlie stately for- 
malities of the Escurial presided over the 
circles of the Thailleries; and the costumes^ 
of the Valois and the Médici fell in heavy 
folds over forms, which had long exhibited 
their symmetry in the adhesive drapery of 
Grecian sculpture.* Even the old stage pro- 
perties of royal legitimacy came forward, on 
the scène of impérial représentation ; and the 
décorations of the légion of honour were dis- 
Iributed from the casque of Guesclin and 
the helmet of Bayard; while the chair of 
Dagobert was furbished up to receive the 
représentative of the western emperors, and 
the iron crown of Lombardy was cleaned and 
polished^ to encircle the brows of a new king 
of Italy, the successor of the Caesars. 

The fastes df France now rivalled those of 
ancient Rome, in its most splendid days. 
The government, once defined to be a des- 
potism, * * tempéré par une chanson,^' was now 
a despotism, veiled in a haio of splendour. 



* The costumes of the two Medicis were assumed by 
the empresses, at their coronation. 
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Tiie riches of Europe were poured into the 
coffers of the state ; po tentâtes were visit- 
ants or prisoners in thepalaces of its capital, 
and their territories were included within the 
boundaries of its dominion. Works of Ro- 
man magnitude, beauty, and utility, arose on 
every side : ail that was mean was removed ; 
ail that was noble was revived ; ail that wore 
the air of improvement received the sanction 
of authority ; and society, taking its tone 
from the colossal grandeur of the govern- 
ment, was massive in its forms, splendid in 
its draperies, energetic in its spirit, and bril- 
liant in its détails. The insipidity^ of the 
'^ good old times/^ and the ferocity of the rer 
volutionary days, were alike denounced by 
the reigning hon^ton ; ^^ and le^ Muses et les 
Gvaces^^ with their old cortège *^ les itfmris et 
les amours y*^ were dismissed in company with 
the phrases and figurfes of rhetorick, the 
tropes and images of jacobin oràtory. 

The character of the nation seemed to as- 
similate itself to that of the cjiief ; and its 
inhérent activity, taking a high xlirection, 
was no longer diverted by enfeebling insti- 
tutes to insignificant objects, nor worked 
upon by temporary exaltations to frenzied 
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riolefice. The publie depcirtnient and oe-» 
cupied life of the etapenor, put» Ihe exhibi- 
tion of vice and thô. appearanae^ifcidleHefii. 
but of £a(8hion. There iv^ère m 'iimtrèsise^ 
of kàte;* no Pompadouf ou duBanént» 
give rayai sanction to privatie* proûigi^isf, and 
to coirrert fetnale caprices into Tdsw>ns of 
State". • No gaihesf were playcd- ot 'coftrt, 
whièfa in ttiè bity weré prohibitçd under pain 
of deaih. No élégant swindterSy ikh^^he 
Pomenars and tbe Grammonts^J pkyed off 
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♦ Wiiateveç niight hâve been the irregularitiéç of the 
man, theyffiade no part of the parade of the soV^eign— 
A peHie'piééej Jby "ÊdenMf M^Bflrepiesentèd àt thé 'théâtre' 
of the Thmlleries, in yfjpifih it w/as md, ihBJt'' thé 'labiés 
of the court made colonels in the apuy.", The enq)eiror|^ 
who wasj^resent, showed évident aigi^ of 'disap][)^obation ; 
LsTre 



$iad à^re passed through the aparimeritè 6f thè palace. 
y^èrë tïé'Ièûii^ in waittng iiFere-àt iJardfi^,hefsCo)^]^ë9pa)di 
iaid to sbnusof them, from ndiam Ihodtlie mamdfiiei ^^Eh 
hien^ mesdames 9 eshçfi 'Vous donc f qui faites ies cohndi&? 
Voilà ce que'je tCofOois jamais soupçonné,*^ 
+ " Hoeca'\ See Mad. de Sevignc's tetters. "'' ^ 
^ It Was thfe Comte dé Grrammdnt Him^lTy ^K6 ' soldt 
foi Aft«)iil'bandredilivtfes;hk è^fû. numttsonpt' isÈStSCkt^ in 
vhich lie ig, painted ^a» >aii accpp^iibed awindler. Fon- 
tenelle, the ,cep8or of the work, refused to approve it, ont 
tS feelings of regard to the noble fitmily de Graromont. 
The count complained of this to the chancelier^ to virhom 
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tkïeit fourberies itith tbeir jokeé, nor^exhî^ 
bited their dôxterity and their yrit, ai the 
expénse of their honour and their charao 
ters. So little wè*e the pleasures of the ta- 
ble apjprecîated b}^ bim, whe se^died to make 
ftU pleai^ures subserviènt to bis ambition, 
that the > gastronomie science feU intoxlisre^ 
pute, with the other révolu tionary tastes$ 
and the chefs de cuisine migbt - h^ye medi- 
tated a coûspiracy against; tbe^ooiitéfniieriof 
their art, if Cambaeeresand his /* camarudeè 
de mangerie'' had not kept alive iheiriiopÊi 
untilthe retum of thoi^ times, in which; as 
thé i>»c efe i>— * lately expressfediti i^ la 
inajeHé 4u frane est platée dont ia^ cuisine;*^ 



^» m^ 



Fontetieile explaihed his reasons. DeGrammont^however, 
woùld notlose his fifteen hundred iivreç, and bbîiged I\>ii^ 
feneQé 16 ap^oVe thé ainUi^kig mentDûiïft.<tfijhî» aÈm fùun 

kin^maiu Anthony Hiimiltoa « Fpm^npjcs, , the < .mtiioate 
fiiend and guest of Mad. de Sevigné, was repeatedly tried 
for his lifè, as a coinery and having défeated the'liiW) paid 
hiakwyer with his own fidse monej. 

* Nf^leon ¥^as temperate, eyen to àbstemiousness, at 
CAble; aÂd tiâfl b^ knb^ ixy 'riee frbm 41 ^^ «lèmmt* ht 
lutdtliliéd, withouK^r^B^ t^thSé^ifiâtttlflfiedWppetitcfetl^lto 
Company, who^ by étiquette, were obli|[ed t6>'le8V#^Ai9 
tribié ifheU'hé irét^ed. 
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The Society of Paris had ' now wholly 
changed its classification with its tone. It 
was no longer composed of '* Modérés^' and 
^* Montagnards," of jacobin chiéfs and re- 
publican leaders. Thèse '* rough-headed 
kerns,^' in the costume of brigandage, no 
longer swarmed in dasky groups in the sa- 
lons, nor fiUed the public places with their 
ruffian figures; but they were replaced by a 
circle of popes, and kings, and potejitates, 
and princes, en grande costume, and habits 

of ceremony. 

Where the humble iiacre was once forbid- 
den to roU, by republican severity, the équi- 
pages of foreign sovereigns now '/ stopped 
the way,*** .and " monsieur le cocher, si votre 
maître n'est pas Roi, vous n'y passerez pas,'* 
was a c<5mmon denunciation from the senti- 
nel, who guarded the avenues of the opéra ; 
where kings assembled as familiaiiy and nu- 
merously, as at the tâbie d'hôte of the adven- 
turous Candide.f 



1 



* :* Ât one period of the révolution, to be eeai ia a< car- 
riAge, was to be suspected of royaligm. Even hackney 
coibches did not ply. 

f The house-maid of our hôtel ob^erved, in its commen- 
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^^ Ne prévoyez-vous pas que /aurais bientôt 
trois on quatre rois sur le brasV was the re- 
ply of Lucien Buonaparte to a friend, who 
reprpached him with his econoray. And 
^^ il , est passé roi'' \yas the military cant of 
the soldiers, when Bemadotte retired from 
the army ; just as " il est passé serjeant^' was 
applied to a comrade, who had arrived at the 
dignity of the halbert. To be made a king, 
was, indeed, a sort of respectable retreat* 
for a marshal ; and the sceptre was no unfre- 
quent expectation for those, who had wielded 
the bâton with crédit and utility . 

When James of £ngland sought an asy- 
lum at the court of France, the poels of the 
day sung it as an event of glory in the annals 
of the nation. 

^^ Et la cour de Louis est l'asyle des rois^'' 

was a boast re-echoed with pride. But itwas 
reserved for the Emperor of France to sit 
covered in a congress of bare-headed sove- 

4lation, that ^^ when the kings and princes used to visit 
Paris, we had our share of them, tout comme un autre.'* 

* When the throne of Portugal became vacant, Jérôme 
Buonaparte, Soult, and Murât, were candidates for the 

office. 
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reigns, in fais own palace^* and in halls^ 
trhere Louis XIV. danœd ior the amuse« 
ment.of his s abjects, to cotnmsmd tiribuUry 
princes to waltz for his owàjf Ëven the 
descendant of that branch of the Bourbon 
&mily, vhose succession to the dominions 
of Spain cost the grand monarque 30 much 
blood and treasûre,- was now seeri quiatly 
abiding in the tetritory ôf his àncestors, at 
the country^^hù^se of the Enïperor's grand 
tâiambellatf ; cortvertin^ thfe Voods of Va- 
leney inttf bdn-firés, to ^éelebrate the succès-^ 
sive victoriesof his cdiiqiieiror ; or ligÀting 
the çaisementiS of his prison to show his dévo- 
tion tô thé' 96vereignt> who had deposed 



^ When the monarchs of the confédération of the Rhine 
asserobted* in ^ri$yixiïlSi09^i Ns^Ieon alcme sat covered 
^th a Telvet hat and feather, at an entertainment ^ven to 
iW4ro;fal guests. 

r+'li wi^ge Wilela RacineV ^^iVerô/* that fijse tanghi 
I^uia XIV, t})e ahsijirdity of dancipg, cçurqnêeif and 
perfbrming ballets, for the amusement of his courtiers. 

t Ferdinand, the beloved, never fkiled to celebrate the 
▼icfonfes'df thë^BiHjieirt*^ SI die espense of the woods of 
Valenc^j thëbéattttfiiHëat'ôf '^àBéyrarid, \ïrho complained 
biltéri^dfHftëSeWyïrti^Mbni." T^^^ King of Spain 
Irtèd hi grëW^ritàc^ diùriHg his tësfdenee in France, de- 
Yotïng hims^lf chiefly u> the society of Brunet, the excel« 
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him ; whiie the sticcessob of St. Fêter, irhose 
predecession hiDcè^i^o oftén shaken the thrones 
efi>rjfiucôpev iiwy^ï/tec^ ultéraately the 
guôst and pi^ohorf of Minj >by whom his own 
had been i£vei»éd. ^ ' <^' 

__. ■ • ■ ■ -— — — — 

lent comic actor of the Variétés^ and of a certain agrée* 
able dancing-master. I know not, whether this '^ dieu de 
la dansé^^ accompanied his majesty babk to his déminioiia ; 
bi)l it is ^ell ^nderstooâ that Fmliimnd made some^very 
tempting^ pffçrs to Brua^ for that purpose. Brunet, faow* 
ever^had no .ambition to foUowin the steps of his prèdeces- 
sors, Montfleuri and Faririellij and declined giving up thosé 
talents ^^ to a party, which were meant for mankind." 
It would be curions to speculate on the probable influ- 
ei^e af such a mdir$ dU putuis at the Escurial; wfao would 
perhapf hâve îa '^vwt gtipplrtJUéd the grand inqUtsitor^ by 
'^^ocPè^e|^<^ V todihâte sitoêitaitett jth ea n ro sdnentf cff à 
j^a «iimedy for ibe. ii&tM!nal)idb«ièatioii^^nTiitr^6'tfti fé. 
J*, !^iE^^P^U8 Vl.'jwa6id«fl«rilÉad to me^ b^cme dei?p^j%ad 
i» buïn»» chaJsâçtfisr, 1^0^ had lived Sa habh^of' Tattmacy 
1ft4ir^hi9 holy.&tliac^ astbleiaâingivn hmchaijaeter'thé'eager 
CH^osii^. an^ sâmplicityiofia^ )r©oktfle^:^with great:imtural 
sh^wdnèss , and intelligehoe.l Pari» openèd a new scène 
cf. observation to this dignified: mouk^' andi «lie ejqnressed 
hi^ wonder and. «dmiration, 'mtli ail the na'fDe/^ and 
fiiutikidees of^ t^failâhood.: * ^^\ \M9m seen « greatt deàl/^^' he 
Qb^étved tio €»iejwhom Napoléon l«Hijrecoii»ttunKfed.tD4nm 
a^^ Qker&m% ^ buitidL havib-not .yetiseoi {th^ jutiais4toj^i 
fi^^hti us igQitbBWtil'-.f. SiiSi4>I^rie^'fmitLmeA'à» bdboK^ 
^^ c*eH mp^sibl^'^\^ài\ngi É%at itr vrould commit ite 'dia- 
racter of his holiness, andliKHoptontise the'discretîoarof faii 
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When the republican forms and revo- 
lutionary manners, which had so long pre- 
vailed over French sociçty, yielded to modes 
of superior refinement; and the " teinture 
de la ridicui^/^ which . characterizes ex-r 
aggeration, faded into a propriety adapted 
to ail principles, it was the wisdom of the 
reigning chief to efface the recollection of 
the horrors, which had marked those days of 
violence, and to adopt the same merciful 
policy, by which Henry IV, obliterated the 
dissensions of the League. Even his personai 



guide. " But I would go," replied the pope, eagerly, 
'* tranesiito da curato" This extraordinary masquerade 
did not, however, take place. "While the pope remained 
in Paris, a number of idle boys made atrade of assembling 
under hss Windows, to sell his bénédiction; wrhich they 
did by crying " t(s bétiédiclions du très St. Père, pour deux 
joti*/' and when they hadcoUected a crowd, and received 
the money, they commenced an outcry, calling to the pope 
to appear, and to bestow his bénédiction, in the same 
manner as the English mob called for ^^ Blucher*^ and 
*^ Emperovy^^ when those personages were in London. The 
pope always complied with their demand, appeared, and 
gaye the required bénédiction, perfectly unconscious of the 
ttidt that was played on him. — His amiable manners won 
golden opinions from ail who had access to him ; and as fkr 
as he was known in France, either as guest or prisoner, he 
>vaB pofyukr, pitied and admired. 
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ÉnitMiéê Wêtéfbrgitefl, ifthey Wéré tieglected,* 
While ï»t ône bf his peNènal friefids trâà 
forgôtteii.t Atnoûg thê firfet ï>étSoHè to 
whom he sent the légion cÀ Il0tk>ilr^ Were tWd 
of hiâ èàriy ëômpaûioni, %h4} téjéeted thèm 
itidignafttly^ OS prledgëà of à dés^ti&kH thé^ 
nevéf iAtendéd to âcktWWlôdge. t And if 
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* /* J/ ra ftre amnestijiéj* ww an expression in vogué, 
l^Wi I '^lir&s iti Pkûiy tôt à étàte prîddnét Whd Waâ àboUI 
lO bé ôS:(eattKM. Witk T^âp<$koti, fhè #brtl << lyiâfiâtlf ' 
.ahKpgrs presopved ifs original signification. 

+ When it was represented to Napoléon, that Carnot 
was conspiringagainst him, he replied, '' Lui ! — il est inCU" 
pàhtè de trahison.'" A remarkablé instance of'lïiB disliké to 
ibë jfe^vàl àt psfst éténts ocùiit^ed, M%eti GHiMàiAfftâné 
yfm lieeeivécl àt thë lissiitutr, in thé place df the qelebvirtëc} 
Chenier. Upon tbis eceasion Chateaubriand, in tbe 
éloge of his predecessor, alluded to the part that brilliant 
wit had taken in ttie revoltîtion, àhâ revived thé recdfiféc- 
tion of times, which it was so necessary to bury in obli- 
ildii. Thè Ethpèvèf ^è^à tfôt héaf oTiM^ fîrébfilndf 
béîî^ ïhrd^n; ma tfcê afùstWotfè ihài'r^ttorejiedtéd ftSfti* 
t&é hunibêf 'ôt tbiêr éféèt, d'âlbûgh hï tlf^e âàntié AiÈeàitiié 
fié^hàd bViéhéif tfre ftiést bbilfréttèsi hamge oh the Sm 
Uér hàs irïtlcé sti^àcîzécf with to ûtààf éflithéts ùtàpptlc^ 
Mttm, biît ^kdtti, îh foâ( ^2|î%, 6ë éèàsLtëàifBÉmkti^àùi 
KéâVètt, *« <^ii ^/^/ié dé tétûMifiàtiàn, qùàtfd tt est iai dé 

t Htdil^èil^ téMetViëY, an<f MoMéu^ &t(ihgaëiié9^bdt& 
obetinately Te{&^ ttié tii<roti1r^ Èà i&iéètéà tlieitt^ wit&dué 
VOL. I. N 
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3otne of the many he rai&ed betrayed him, 
and shamed themselves, even his enemies 
9'Cquit him of ever forgettiog a ÙLVont, or 
neglecting a friend. 

But ambition, and the world, alike con- 
spired to turn the head of a man, who, with 
qualities to fight his way to the summit of 
human greatness, wanted the higher, rarer 
gift, to préserve his eqqilibrium in the giddy 
point, to which he had raised himself. His 
mighty ùà\ was preluded by ail those symp- 
toms of error and frailty, which seein ever 
£o hâve accompanied the possession^ of im- 
iimited power; which made the madness of 
Alexander, and produced the downfall of the 
Cflesars. The nation he had dazzled, rather 
than degraded, watched with suspicions jea- 

lousy the. strengthening of his power, and 

— I > — ■ — ' ■- ■ ■■ 

forfeiting hb r^ard, or incurring his persécution. It is n 
aiagular circumitance, that of the multitude of persooi^ 
d^sToted fiâeods, and avowed enemi^, of Napoléon, who 
talked to me respecting him, not one accused him.of in* 
gratitude. A republican, who had be^en the friend of his 
youth, but who had refîi^fd some distinctions he had 
offered him, told me that the Ëmperor one day in.conyersa- 
tion made this remark to him : ^^ Je ne suis pas bon^ si 
tQtts voulez^ mots je suis fiir.^^And, in fiuit, sidétd this 
penKXi) " Qfj pourrait toujours compter sur lui*^* 
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V 

the extension of his influence . H^à it chbsen 
a despotic form of goverament, unquestion- 
ably it would hâve preferred Napoléon for 
its chief; but the fermentation of révolu- 
tionaïy feelings had now subsided into prin- 
ciples of constitutional right, and of rational 
liberty. England had long been the model 
of France^ and she then little dreamed that 
England would be the first to start forth, to 
forbid the imitation of her own bright ex- 
ample, or, by the all-prevailing alchymy of 
superior force, change her chain of gold into 
links of lead, rescuing her from the lion's 
grasp, only to submit her to the influence of 
the torpédo.* 

When it wa& believed that Napoléon had 
said, " T étouffe en Europe^ il faut respiter en 
Asie,'* the sentencef was taken by the people 

^ The French fully expected that the allies would leave 
them to the choice of their own govemment, if ihey re- 
mained filithfui to the treaty of Paris. 

t When theyenerable Gregqitey the ex-bishop of Blois, 
who always opposed the views of Buonaparte in the senate, 
spoke against the création of the new nobility, he made 
some allusion to Cœsar. Buonaparte observed with a 
«mile, ** Pourquoi i^amse't^il de parler de nous autres •*** 

Dne of his flatterers observing to him, that the nation 
looked up to him, <^ as a godV^ he shnigged his shoulders, 

N 2 



M tlkc Apî|ei|lh to bift ambitioa ; and «biâti 
|M&Ui€ opimoii lamemd Crooi tJie chtefy |mbH 
Ik. afnrît vatHed the oadion. Tke explo9icni 
agàinat domMtic tyt?imay was uiiiveifMl ; but 
no froYiaion waa in^idfi a^ii^at foreign cqih 
^uQst} and ihe country and the ruler^ the 
temple ami tbe idol» fcU togcther. To bare 
«KDYod steadîly in the dastiliig spbere thafc 
f%te had asaigned hiin> waa ail that waa rei^ 
ct«^îred o£ tbia meleotr of a «Mftn^at. Biil 
retixrgracliug inïto ol^ syst«ms> lue soon Ml, 
to rtse îndeed for a m^ivi^eiit» tQ iraadîat» aod 
atnafie^ and tken suok, to ri$e no naore. 
Bul thoagh bis ligfat be c&tingui^d^ tbe 
track of bis course will long brigbten tbe 
pQlitkfti h^skiofk of £ur^e. Qtbâss. will 
l^aiRv wbeie bâ shon^» and fade^ and be 
fQi^^oi^^»^ bat tltou^ maQOP irîtt v^ice ih 
bis extinction, none will ever fbi^et tbe 
spîendor of bis blàze, nor tbe rapidîty of bis 

motion. 

^ % ^ .% % % % 4 * % * <r-.«-:- 
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tbé bsmik «f MWivfigO)^ i^ "«vm dbieH^<0 lûM diai^ iMâ 
a» 0t YùÈi^fS^ y^mê^kiHk^t J»> nqplkk^ <^ limitaient jacc 
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aoctEnr. IBl 

My TÎait to tbe dapîtd of Fralner'iiwi pufl 
in tfae Ispring of 18l€s and whatevèr kàgtfa 
of days be graîAeé me^ I ^htll olirays reéwr 
to thftt periDd as aAnong die few «teligtltfifl 
epocbs^ pres6rvi9d in tbe meaiùiy of the 
heàtti ever which time bolds wo ûiflueiice, 
and to Ivhich erea ndefishneas Àay turn, Wben 
sensibility nhall be 1^6 more^ Ci#€timiiahce« 
the iiiQst flàttering rendetfed my pdsitiioii in 
Frèndi sockty the most fiii^aurable/ for thtct 
génial rîew of tlote ee^reroi oj^ders^ wfcicïh 
tlie peculiar dvents 6f the timeà had nîùlti^ 
pUèd and œselnbkd in Paris. Thë a|^st«d 
Éar&ce> stUl beaying with reomt ééintmH- 
ti«>n^ iras streWn witb relies bf reihele <&ine> 
tbriowh up fréta tfae bosôra df obiîtidtT; idklid 
lu liras odVered lÂth spécimens pf ail the tw^ 
oral pdldticâl filystélns, ^faiîdh had reigpied iÂ 
Fianee^» since^tiie fisst ^reat sbdai iniipéibii, 
Gharaoters hâot^fog tq? d%ett«it a^ë ^ cqpi» 
xûÉÉis snpi^MTted in distteii etm i ào^aàm^m 
œéit wivei ; piir^ieclsi the mokl iuitû|witèâ } 
fMioBDphy tbfe Bidsi lice^itical ; bîgotfy the 
most inv^twate ; dppositltea the nsbut Vté% 
lent ; MibmisSâim the *kmt a^bjeot ^-«àl|> s^^ 
peared iQinglfng oa tbs seenë èf daily i«tBf^ 
course^ asif thediscomfitureof^ïtttepe^tU 
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182 SOCIETY. 

fui enchanter had suddenly released Ihe 
inultifarious victims of his magical influencé, 
who, resuming their peculiar forms, pre-^ 
sented an assemblage at once the most sin* 
gular and the most contradictory. 
, Amông many of the varions groups, which 
made up the pleasant masquerade of Parisian 
Society, I had the good fortune to be intro- 
duced, through the médium of some Hght 
effusions, for which an élégant translation 
bsid obtained some popularity. Known alike 
to ** royalistes modérés ^^^ and to ^^ royalistes 
exagérés^** to constitutionalists and to im- 
perialists^ were I to score up the sums of 
kindness I received from each, it would be 
<lifficult to décide in whose.fttvour the ba« 
lance of my account would tum. But wfaile 
I endeavour to ^^ catch the living maxmers 
as they rise/^ I would anxiously impi^ess the 
conviction that I am painting ciasses^ not 
individuais; and that, in generalizing tiie 
fi^tures, which mark the peculiar properties 
of each order in the social système it is my 
wish to tread lightly on the amou^-propre of 
a people, whose excellence and vtrtue it is 
to respect, and to spare> the amour-^prcpre ot 
ail the world. . . ,. 



S6CIRTV. 1Ô3 

The intcrregnum, wbich occurried în the 
Freftch government, în 1814 and 1815, liras 
a' pierre de touche of public opinion, and 
cvincéd the progress which constitutional 
principles bad made in the nation. Those 
irho still survived of the constitutionaltsts of 
1789 ; those wbo had raised their voîces in 
the jftrst cry of liberty, now raised them in 
tiie last: and app^ired s^ain upon the scène 
of action, stilt struggling against despotisme 
whateverform.it might assume. They com-r 
batted not for the Emperor nor for the king: 
for a séries of twenty-five years they hâid 
preserved their principles unchanged : the 
terrors of an infuriate democracy had not 
^unted them : the splendor of a hrilliant 
court did not dazzle them. They had long, 
iiHleed, , abandoned their earlier Utopian 
dr^eams^ but they invariably chedshed that 
pure bright spark of patrîotfire, which had 
been their column, in the wildeniess ; which 
had shone* upon the path of their exile, 
brightened the shed of their^ retreat ; and 
whâch now^ when^ genius bas become sus- 
pected, and patriotism treasonable, shineâ 
over the abode of their voluntary retirement, 
and marks the spot, where wise men may 
corne and worshîp» 
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But idMugh tkfl Ll Fs^yeltQf»^ fche Carnets, 
tbe Gi«gori6&) asd thç Guingumiés, hxn 
•gain reooded £nu» ^he tme^^ conée^ to 
the basom of philmoplûo^ vf tirômont «id 
of dmnestic rirtcui, thek titittieiit appeuN 
aaee on the 8oeiies of puhHe U£e re^iired 
maBy a cbroopiag hope, and eatted ^%h 
spimts, and awakened enavgl^> vbieh irtUl 
nnain buoyniit qq tlie surfaoo o£ sociiBfy, to 
add to ita feraieotatMii» and to moreaMi îta 
Hitarest. AlnMst tàe irhote of thase vàn^ 
make up tbe thinkiag da» of aooîetjr {wh 
eluding the men of profeMkmal and seientifia 
research), are ooBStîtutiûqalistf;; aod wîth 
this large and auparîor poation a£ tbe popo^ 
lation îs now bkudesd the greatee numbeir of 
the Bœinapariists, wbo^ bopeleaB €£ tftmt 
owvi lo&t caosie^ and bavii^ notldog to^ tXN 
pcct for theni9elv«s>^ CKtend tlMic vUwi} 
OBoe con&ied feo tlieiif part^ ta tb^ pAHAka} 
weUare of tb« eo^trjr. SuBMy htiw^imi 
Mbom Baoaapart^ iQscfMd firoia tbA deepeat 
iibKuritj?^ are noir the moftt staloua 9/i^Em 
reots ol the kmg»; aôd» camiiMtiBg;only tbe 
tenu» rûff^al aad inipedalii offorr the» saioe 
fakon» bonn^ tii Lcaiis X¥ili; theyto 
psofusdy lavnhâd et^^^af^emi/ 

While the mass of thc^ popvlaèMa aie 









gUgaaiiztA hy tba myalist party wîth the 
cpithet of *' /#^ et^fma de la rdvoiutiem;'^ wlBle» 
aâ I heard it éxprcsœd, ^^ la ràoe qm daie it 
1789 ^t proscrite jmr des vieitlardsy et h 
jemme^$e est murçuM de h mteau de là réfs/^etr 
kratiem/' thtêe ebUdrerh of the. TàBobaioti^ »rc 
distinguished by ail those indieaticma of 
Irtrimeas^ YÎgour, and caïai^y, which beléng 
to a ndw, or a regenerattd peuple^ This 
cfartinnitaiuse^ qnitied ^th tha inhdBent yi^ 
¥deity and impetinsity of the Br^ieh çha>- 
raoieri gives a tpne of exçitementi and œii^ 
imttmi to theH" existence^ \rhich it M cfacâi^ 
ing to wHneaa, and rôsuscîtatiilg to ptrtici* 
feAsà^ That charmîng wiixini of Fnstiok 
nrlMlBity» tbat m the sale» ^^ ail ronkq aare 
eqml;^' and tbe posîtton, that ^^ Nsprie est 
une éigfàhé* were an aoknowkdged trntli 
«von kl thé days o£ tiie most arer^^hearing 
arbbicfttcy; But if thons ever: was a perrad 
}m iÂit hi^toiy of any aation, in whidi maB 
lorded it over situation^ iu which individual 
iMurit t€M^ précédente of aU lactition» cîr- 
«Hfistancss, tbaft pei^k>â now exi^t» m tke 
Society of France.— The nation tif nô longer 
to b^ deceived by sounds, oor amnsed by 
toys, to be 

<5 rieas'd'wHh a MUle^ tickled with a stiaw.'' 
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It has beeo experlmentally proved, through 
the conflicting révolutions, how little arti- 
ficial distinctions availed, though consé-^ 
Crated by time, and upheld by préjudice. 
Man alone is now^ the object with maa ; and 
talent the star, which. governs the ascendant 
of public opinion . ♦ 

While titles ànd riches hâve been scatteréd 
with a prodigal hand to plebeianmerit;andto 
serviceable indigence, their splendor and dig^* 
mty hâve been still furthér ecUpsed by the 
changes resulting from fréquent révolution^ 
which hâve built up and dispersed, elevated 
and degraded, with the transiency and in- 
stability of a fairy dreàm; and a primitive 
simplicity, an absence of ostentations display, 
in the reigtiing modes of life, hâve arisen in 
France, which aptly assimilate themselves to 
the tone of the public mind. It is among 
thèse contemners of old Systems, thèse vi-* 
gorous disciples of a practical philosophy, 

t 

" * Public opinion has imdergone à great change, «ince 
the.late Duc de Castries obs^rved, in speaking of thencpse 
jmade by the quarrel between Rousseau and Diderot, ^^ Cel{i 
est incroyahle^ on ne parle que de ces gens»là ; gensj sans 
étatj qui tCont point de maison j logés dans un grenier ; on 
ne s'accoutume pas a cela*'*'* 
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ihese chiîdren of the révolution j that the re^ 
mains of a ' worn-out race, the mouldering 
relies of ancien t errors, are again brought 
back, to throw their chilling influence over 
awakened energy, and . to impose restraint 
upon new impulsions, libe the snows, wbich 
feU on the buming bosom of Hecla, or the 
ashes of exhausted fires, which a passing 
wind scatters over the vigorous vegetaticm of 
Sicilian plains. ' 

When the armies of the allied sovereigns 
had restored the Bourbon dynasty to its an^ 
cient dominions, the royal représentative of 
that long venerated race retumed to the capi- 
tal of his kingdom, like the antiquarian, who 
rises from the depths of Herculaneùm or of 
Portici,' encumbered with relies, and accom- 
panied with the . renaains of -other timés. 
The sudden résurrection of a lang-buried 
aristocracy, ^^ bursting. its searments,^* added 
another ^class to the existing arrangement of 
Freneh society, brought into intimate con- 
tact the ;j:aces of two distinct âges, and 
mingled the recovered medals of antiquity 
with the bolder stamped cùrrency of a présent 
coinage. The old emigrant nobility, and 
their scarcely younger ofïspring, who accom- 
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panied, foUowed» or joibed il» king, from 
ail parts of Europe, evinced, that in the 
transit of more than the quairter of acentury» 
they had suffered only in tbe out<-works of 
their constructton, from the attaeks of tiine^ 
or the innoTmtions of the âge. The citadal 
of opinion was impregnable ; expérience had 
made no breadi, example could make no im^ 
preasicoi ; and the cumbrous édifice remained 
indestructible by reason or by proof : dark, 
eomp»ct« atid narrow, covered by the làduld 
of centuiies, and guarded by préjudices» orin 
gin^ing in ignorance» and clncrished by pe)f^ 
ishness* 

Theae ijaJaabitantsof the *^ sleeping ifrood/* 
awidealy roeaUed from tfaetr snapended ani-à 
iQ»ti<»iA, aoon convineeâ the cfaiklren of 
tbe *evcihjlion, that '' ii$ n'dvcdenl riifi àp^ 
pr0^ iommé ils n^ avaient vim Mtô^/' ^mà 
thtft the ^* toad, adversity^ ugly mai v«* 
nomoui^'' wore not, for tbeni, a ^^ predîo«« 
jewel in its head.*^ The guidom crf th© ïûy^ 
tCM soon, placed the anot^ iPtaiidard of petfcé 
m the grasp of Ttogeanec, who watèdit over 

tibe BKmutnent ©f Quibe^rcm,* and stained ï% 

, . , \ • 

1 , ^»" ' ■ ^ XI > I p > i i»g^,^,^ lllllli II 1) 1 111 1 «itll ,m^^^^^ .^—j^iyyi ] ■ > | i | | Il 

♦ This monument was t:^sed by the Bourixms, tp conv* 
memômte thtè staiigÉtèr ôf the eàiîgmrits at Quïberon* 



mth fchô blood of the. brare^ and ihe teaart cf 
the affllîcted. Tkis lèngnforgotteti laetio», 
on theîr fîii^ retum to France, raUied wcka,^ 
nitù^nûy roiuid thâ thrdiie. a£ the BouribOdis ; 
under tfaô coituaaii and k>ng prtoÊribed tiume 
of ^^ rùjfaUêtes.'' But pertoi:ial intoie&t soon 
divided g^iôral ôpiriiOQ^ and the polypuift 
disseetkui tben dtstiogodahed itself undw the 
clasAea of ^^ modiréy'^ And •? i^ra/' 

Thâ mûdérés mnge4 round the king, ihê 
i^à^rfl» ronuid the prineei^ ; the one d*s:îrmi to 
keep, by nndarîitioà, wfaaithejr hed oljftained 
hf p»f€3Dâdicè^ the Qtfaers tsished to s^kct hf 
rtolûœBf what they had not gaiJicd b^r rieo#> 
tiotfi. Tlfê ^ /do^ frtniré' vmi^ tbe sc^ 
maanin: an4 {ifinûiple of botk* Th« tûi^êiisu^ 
mmiù^ CCQBsiatiQg of the ^^ imeifbmei^ oi tfatt 
old thnes^ pfiœenred an hased^iiry; deve4ioii 
ta the ?€^i«flwil&tati7â9 of Ûmïv aoicieiKt k^^ 
wkîch tbc^ had k»bibed in à^B peefdkrly 
fai^urable ta that s^ontixMtft ^ lod satîsfied 
HHlIk their portion of the pbin4er, they sdl^ 
ttitled t» âiwte tbe spodi inth the funA»*» 
Baôiàip»nktft> whose ^smces agadl tilent» hod 
plaiced them high ia the mmistiy of their 
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tban sordid, more dévoted to thé Bourbon 
factim^ than to the Bourbon représentative, 
sought to guide the helm, as well as to 
'^ sbare the triumph and partake the gale.-' 
Thus^ while personal interest and personal 
vanity appeared to be the basis of the poli- 
tical principles of both, the interests of the 
naticm were left to the private discussion of 
those» who dared' to tum tt^ir thoughts to 
that ha2»Etrdous point, at the ri&k of sub- 
jecting themselves to the imputation of jaco-^ 
binism. Balanced in the measure of their 
talent, and equally careless of the conse-- 
quences of their conduct, theâe two fatctîons 
occupy the foreground of the scène, and 
intimately associàted yet .fiercely opposed^ 
avowing ône principle, yet pursuing différent 
measures, they seem to imitate the warfare 
of the monkey tribes, who make war on their 
oyrn species, and threatening vengeance from 
their opposite trees, grind their teetfi, and 
chatter, and grimace in expêctation of that 
moment, wheii they may commence with 
safety to bite, and claw,^ and to exterminate , 



* A very Ughly ehdowed ultra-royalist, Mons. C 



Baid to me a few days before I left Parier: << You may de^ 
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Whiie such àppears the political \ posi-* 
tion^ of the royalists^ ultra and modérés , 
their place and character^ in private society, 
is marked by ail tl^ peculiar traits of their 
descent and cast. And thougb there are a 
multitude of exceptions to the gênerai out-- 
line of the sketch^ though taste and talent^ 
domestic virtue and social amiability, are 
to be found amongst individuals of both 
factions, yet the prevailing hue of their 
^* manière d^être" basa strong taint of the o/c^ 
times ; and something of the tone, style» and 
modes of the courts of the three last Louis^s, 
îs still to be found in the descendants of the 
^^ gens comme iljaut,^\ of those noted.days. 
It is in thèse circles, that the bureaux d^ esprit 
ci the hôtel Rambouillet B.re still occasionally 
erecte;d ; that the ^^ littérature du boudoir^^ 
passes for érudition, and that^ criticisms on 
the humour of Molière, or tbe genius of 
Jlacine^ are repeated, after the décisions of 
the literaiy tribunals of Louis XIV. with ail 



pend upon it, the. rock on which we shall split wiU be 
T&nity. AU want to command, and none will obey. ' En 
^tcndani^ oor dispntcft and contentions are, un délice pùur 
les jacobins .^^ 



{ ^ . 
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thé air of their CNriginal fircsbnctuk Hete ihe 
eitcyclopatdists are still anathem&ti^ed, ^fi 
mane; the Turgots uidtbe Necken are atl^ 
ciiacd of founding Wst rcVolutioil ; Y oltaiM 
plaoed ander the bâUi 6f ortiiodox ophiiott^ 
and Rousseau condemntd for bî$ daiigeifcntti 
refaiblicaniam^ ïvl spite of tbafc seatimental 
rfaêtork^ whioh iik uore tban mwt the jargoli 
of thar data. Hère Carntilld k barffqui^ 
Beaumftrcbaîsi mmmi$ ton, ackd Madé ùâ 
Sta^ a phrêêièn ; tf hite Mit abeao, Ccm- 
dofcet^ and Chatnplbrt^ eoftdeiftned eqmlly 
iov their ^/oqwmee, their wît^ atid their ^hi^ 
loÈtophy^ aite oofmgnèd to îgmyliiîtiioasi eèi€^ 
britjTi a*^ de$ jAéoàms âùHérat^. 

Ift thèse drde» ibé teter*» loôkige^r tfiecnH 
ta tbe^' campaignes â ia im^* of LoAis XV^ 
ànd ^' figbtsall \m battlës cfe^ agaiâ,^ m til« 
sodoa of hif anâietrt mkitF€H»> the ami de mai^ 
son, grown gtey m his dbaiâs, recaiHd tité mé^ 
tait of the saïkie tîikies, atid trield^ thë ftMj 
âisd bovéfâl jàeav the ietgén ef bfi) Iieg#-' 
lady, with a décent observance of ail the 
rules of establishqd bienséance ; while maoy 
a ci-^demnt jemc homm^ indulge^ in a certa^a 
t9iie of Ueensed pleasaotlry^ tant iùipeut Hbre^ 
which dénotes him, though now ''mtH^gtt awd 
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vèry rueful in his looks,'' to hâve once shonè 
in the galaxy of feahion, a ^' charmant polis-- 
$<m^'' or an *^ aimable roué y* the Pomenars, ùt 
the Richelieu of other days. 

It is in the salons of this party that anecdotes 
of royal sentiment, and spécimens of royal wit; 
circulate in endless répétition . Hère •^ ' r esprit 
it Henri IV.'' is revived ;''les sentimens nobles'^ 
of Louis the Great added to the collection of 
royal anas, and the whole compendium of 
bon mots ofthe reigning family re-echoed with 
iiicreasing admiration. Hère the king is 
made to utter " le mot y qui part du cœur;'* 
Monsieur, to express himself with that 
*^ tournure charmante, qui lui conmenti'' the 
unrivalled courage of Mons. d'Angouleme ié 
eternally set off by his repartee, of '' mon 
ami, f ai la vue basse ;'**— and the Duc de Berri, 
who afFords no prise in wit or sentiment for 
loyal admiration, iS extolled for a brusquerie, 
that recalls the charming frankness of the 
founder of his family ; and " beîng little 
blessed with the set phrase of peace,'' is 
usually mentioned as a martial prince, bred 



* Made in reply to a remaik that be exposed his person 
too much, during a i^econnoîssance. 

VOL. I. O 



194 SOCIETY. 

iii camps, and endowed with a certain degreé 
of esprit de garnison, qui lui sied à merveilky 
Terms hyperbolically ardent are applied to 
évery member of the royal family : *^ les 
princes chéris*' are adored by the ultras, and 
the ^' roi paternel is *^ idolâtré,*' by ail the 
modérés. With the sentiments and întel-» 
lectual condition of the nation, both parties 
are equally unacquainted ; and the popula- 
tion of the land is again divided into the 
menu peuple, and the gens, comme il faut. 

Among those of the elder royalists at- 
tached to the person of the king, and belieV- 
ing that they contributed to his restoration, 
there is a sort of lifeless animation, resem- 
bling the orgahic movements which survive 
the extinction of animal life, and Vhich are 
evidenced in the hopping of a bird aftér dé- 
capitation. I hâve frequently amused myself 
by following the groupings of thèse loyal 
vieilleries, who, like old Mercier, seem to con- 
tinue living on merely ** j^^^ curictsité, pôu^ 
voir ce que cela deviendra 'l — I remember one 
moming being présent at a rencontre between, 
two ^^ voltigeurs'^ de Louis XIV /^ on the 



■ • t » 



* The name given inderisicm to old.military men^ rc-r 
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terrace of the Thuilleries. They were dis- 
tinguished by the mos't dramatic features of 
their class ; — the one was in his court dress 
(for it was a levée dayj, and with his chapeau 
de bras in one hand, and his snuft'-bôx in the 
other, he exhibited a costume, on which 
perhaps tlie bright eyes of a Pompadour had 
often rested : the other was en habit militaire ^ 
and might hâve been a spruce ensign, ^' joli 
J^PJ^^ tiw cœur^^^ at the battle of Fontenoy. 
jSotn were covered with ciT)sses and ribbons, 
and they moved along under the trees, that 
had shaded iheÏY yoxxthînX gaillardise y with the 
conscious triumph of Moorish chiefs restored 
to their promised Alharabra. Their télégra- 
phie glasses communicated their mutual ap- 
proach,.and advancing chaj)eau bas, and shak- 
ing the powder from their ailes de pigeon^ 
through a séries of profound bowç, they 
took their seat on the bencli, which I oc- 
cupied, and began, *^ les nouvelles à la main^^^ 
to discuss the business of the day. 

A levée y a review, a procession, and the in- 
stallation of the king's bust, which in some 
remote town had been received with cries of 



eetablished in ail the rank and privilège» they enjoyed, 
l^efore the révolution. 

O 2 
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'^ Vive le roi, mille fois répétés y^ were the 
subjects which led to a boundless eulogium 
on the royal famîly. The speeches made 
by the king and the Duc de Berri to Count 
Lynch were thèmes of extravagant admira- 
tion. — ^' Ahy mon Dieu, oui/' (said the cour- 
tier) " voilà bien nos princes ! Et V usurpateur ^ 
monsieur le général ! a^t-il jamais parlé de la 
sorte?'* ^^^^^ Comment donc, Monsieur le baron/ 
vous nous parlez du tyran? O et oit un bougàeQtg 
de la rue St. Denis, dans toutes les façons; Mon^ 
sieur le baron, croyez bien que, si les jours du 
meilleur des rois étaient menacés, nous lui ferions, 
de nous tous, un rampart de nos corps i là*' 

" Monsieur le général," (exclaimed the 
baron^ placing his little hat on three haii-s 
of his toupet) ** on n'a pas besoin d^être mili- 
taire, pour penser ainsi." Both now arose, in 
the exaltation of the moment ; the oue shuf- 
fling towards the palace; the other hob- 
bling to the corps de garde of the Cent 
Suisses.* 



T^ 



* Instances of this sort o£ résurrection are by no means 
uncommon ; the vétéran royalists abound, in a proportion 
perfectiy incompréhensible. * I myself kiiew a gentleman^ 
who fell on the plains of Quiberon, and who had no rea- 
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Références to the tyHnt and to the usurper 
are çonstantly made by the courtiers of 
Louis XVIU. and even his usurpation 
seems to be not more an object of exécra- 
tion, than his inability to '^ représenter noble-- 
ment.^' The enthusiasm which always dis- 
played itself in Paris, when he appeared in 
public, is. now ascribed to the police ; and 
the homage offered to the king, in the gar- 
den of the Thuilleries, is obstinately believ- 
ed to be the unpurchased effusions of that 
loyalty, '^ qui part du cœur :^' for the term 



son to suppose himself alive for some hours. JLeft fbr 
dead on the field, but only severely wounded, he seized a 
&yourable moment fbr resuscitation, assumed the unifbrm, 
arms, and credentials of a deceased republican soldier^who 
lay by his ûde, and after serying some time, as a fifer, con- 
trived to make his escape^ and liyes to tell the story. 
Many others too, since the restoration, seem to haye re- 
tumed from that ^^ bourne^'* whence, it is yulgarly sup- 
posed, ** no trayeller retums." An }' élève de St. Çyr,*' 
keeps a ^^ pennon^ or boarding^schooly fbr young ladies in 
the &uxbourg St. Germaine; the colleur of Marie An- 
toinette affixes this distinction on a placard which pro- 
mises ^^ des nouveautés en tout genre^'* and Mons. de B« 
master of die cérémonies to Louis XV. présides over the 
steps and. motions of the reigning beauties, afier haying 
directed those of their grandmothers. 
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^* cœur^* has become a distinguished article 
in the vocabulary of the Freiich court; and 
is held in equal estimation witb " les grâces 
et les amours/' and the other mythological 
emigrants, who bave returned witb tbe rest 
of tbe '/ ancient régime/^ 

I was one evening waiting in tbe aiiti- 
room of tbe Dutcbess d'Angouleme, until 
my turn came for tbe bonour of a présenta- 
tion to ber royal bigbness, when tbePrincess 

de la T , wbo stood near me, was called 

by one of tbe ladies in waiting, to look at a 
group, dancing under tbe Windows of tbe 
apartment. Tbis çircle, wbicb was per- 
forming la ronde to tbe air of ^^ gai^ gai, 
marions-nous,'' sung by themselves, was 
Gomposed of a few soMiers, and sonde wo- 
men of no very equivoeal àppearance ; wbile 
tbe feeble cries of " vive te roi, ** so often béard 
from cbildisb voices, were rarely strengtheii- 
ed by deeper tones qf loyal exclamation, 
To tbe dame d'honneur; bowever, ail tbis ap^ 
peared a rapturous symptonfi of tihWèrsàl 
loyâlty, sucb as never bad been wifnessed in 
tbe best days of royal Fcance. '' Voyiez 4onQ y 
princesse,-^ (sbe ébseryed to Mad. de la T.) 
^ ^ quelle alégresse du cœur 7 voilà la Ifranche 
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loyauté de nos bons vieux^tems/ A-^t-^on jamais 
vu une pareille joie^ pendant V usurpation dUi 
tyran T' 

4 

There appears, indeed, among the&iç ar^ 
dent royalists a resolute determiiuttibn to? 
see every object, through the médium of 
their wishes. It is vain to talk to them 
of the past, or to lead tbem to the future;, 
they exist but for the présent, iq the per-r 
suasion, that change can never pome; almû^t 
forgetting that it ever did occur; and be- 
lieving that the beau siècle de Louis XIV. is 
about to be restored in aU its splendour, and 
extent of despotism. Every thtng that is 
said, or dpne, by every raember of the royal 
ft^mily, is repeated with interest, and détail- 
ed with delight ; and if the infirmities of the 
monarch allowed him the innocent amuse* 
mentj of puUing the chairs from under the 
ladies of the court, like his grpat predecessor, 
there would be scarcely one amongst them 
who would not canvas the distinction of a 
cul'-butey like the former subsecvient Dut-? 
chesses of Versailles. 

Having been separated from îny party, at 
court, on the.night of the grand çaurierf, held 
in honour of the Duc de Berri's marriage^ I 
fqund myself se^ted amidst 2^ little group o| 
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" royalistes purs,'' who were commenting on 
the gastronomie talent displayed by his Ma- 
jesty, and who seemed to consider his powers 
of mastication and of déglutition as among 
tlfê virtues of his character^ and the charms 
of his person. ** Voyez, donc y' said an old 
lady in an head-dress à la Maintenons to a 
knight of ^t Louis, decorated with a badge 
of his order, ** Voyez notre bon roi, il mange 
comme quatre, le roi ! Mais c'est un appétit 
charmant, charmant//" " Eh, pourquoi nonf 
demanded the chevalier, ^^ Il est d'une vigueur, 
le roi; mais d'une vigueur extraordinaire." *' Et 
Madame d' AngouMme," added the lady, ** com- 
ité elle est embellie ce soir / et sa Majesté, qu'il 
a Pair d'un père de famille /'^ 

** Enfin, madame," interrupted the cheva- 
lier, offering his snuff-box, whose lid repre- 
sented the whole house of Bourbon, en papier 
mâché. ^^ Enfin, madame, c'est un beau tableau 
de famille, que voilà /^'^ 

Personal dévotion to the king is not how- 
ever exclusively confined to the elders of the 
privileged classes. It was a profane maxim 



« I literally cc^y dbe jaigon of lûyalty as I took it down^ 
it «tve %okCy in my journal. 
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of a profane French wit, that '^ les vieilles et 
les laides sont toujours pour Dieu ;" and. his 
présent Majesty of France seems to enjoy a 
similar dévotion, as part of his divine right» 
Many of the aged members^ of the middle 
classes of the capital^ hâve remained true to 
the good old cause ; and the petits rentiers^ 
or stockholders of the fauxbourg St* Ger- 
maine (that centre of ail antiquity and 
* royalism), assemble morning and evening 
before the Windows of the Thuilleries, in the 
hope of seeing the king pass and repass to 
and from his morning's drive ; and they re- 
main Seated on the benches which front the 
&cade of the palace, among piping fawns^ 
and fighting gladiators. Thèse monumental 
figures contrast themselves, with peculiar 
force, to the marble wonders of the chiset 
which surround them^ and to the flitting 
groups of the présent âge, which glide by, 
turning on them looks of the same pleased 
Guriosity, as I hâve seen bestowed on the 
monumens François^ at les petits Augustms. 
Hère the costumes of the three reigns whicb 
preceded the révolution, are preserved and 
amicably united. Hère is still to be seen 
the '^ hurlu-brelu'^ head-dress, the subject of 
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so many of Mad. de Sevigné's pleasant leU 
ters. Hère too may be found the bonnets à 
papillons pointés, and petites comètes of the du 
Deffands and Geofrins, with the fichus de 
soxiflety and the more modern négligé of the 
PoUgnacs and Lamballes, Thèse vénérable 
votaries of loyalty, wJio hâve so long *' owed 
heaven a death/' that they seem to hâve been 
forgotten by theîr creditor^ are chiefly fe-r. 
maies. They are always accompanîed by a 
cortège of little dogs» which, h^lf-^shorn, and 
half-^fed, fastened to girdles, no longer the 
gift ofthe grâces t by ribbons no longer ** cqu-^ 
leur de rose/' are under iIkî jurisdiction of 
large fans, frequently extended to correct the 
*^ petites folies'' of thèse Sylphides and Fidèles^ 
when they sport round their ancient mis-r 
tresses, with unbecoming levity. 

The daily course of patience, to which 
thèse vétéran dames submit, is x^lieved by 
the employments of knitting and netting, 
and by a causerie in ail the set phrase and 
jargon of better times. . The spéculations are 
endless, whether the king will, or will not 
drive out ; and the most ingénions anagramsi 
are discovered in tho^^e portentous words^ 
^' Bvtonaparte'^ ^fïiù *' Rx^volution/^ which pre-> 



1 
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dicted the downfall of the onc, and the ex- 
tinction of the other.* 

At the apparition of the king, pa^sing 
the balcony surrounded bjr liis guards (for 
every room in the palace exhibits soldiers in 
the Windows), dogs, fans, and anagrams are ail 
instan tly forgotten . A host of ci-devan t white 
handkerchiefs wave in the air ; and '^ vive k 
ToV* is *^ mill^ fois répété y^\ ïn sounds that 
scarcely reach the gracions ear, for which 
they are intended. 

Thèse phalanxes of antiquarian loyalty, 
maie and female, were daily thinning, how- 
ever, when I left France, from the total in- 
ability of the ** best of kings^^ to provide for 
his vénérable adhérents, in a manner suitable 
to their spirited ambition and sanguine hopes. 
AU who can furbish up an old claim to the 
distinction of ^gentilhomme ne, call for re-« 
stitution of lands, rights, and privilèges ; and 
though they, many of them, retui»n to their 
country, at the end of twenty-five years, 
neither more indigent nor more insignificant 



i^wM*— «-■•««^i™*»»" 



* " La Ftance veut son roi, and *• un Corse laf.mra^'* 
are propbecies detectedby loyal anagrammatistà^ in the 
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than when they left it, they raise the Qutcry 
against. royal ingratitude, mount a croix de 
St. Louis, talk most patheticaUy of the ancient 
splendor of their château, and their terres, 
and exclaim against the impolicy of the 
king, in neglecting hïf^ Jidéle noblesse, wbo 
would alone forra a fence round his throne ! ! 
such a fence, as they formed round the 
throne of his unfortunate brother ! 

Thèse ancient ** gentilshommes nés, a source 
of annoyance to the king and to his mini^ters^t 
afford endless subject of amusement to the 
" naughty chiidren of the révolution/! who 
are foolish enough to risk their safety, pr 
their interests, for a joke, The young, gai-, 
lant and handsome Count de I4 — -, graudson 
of Mad. de G^is, lost his promotion in the 
army, from his too close and admirable re- 
présentation of one of thèse '^ fiers marquis !\ 

^' The very head and fix>nt of his o£fence was this, 
No moBe."* 



t^m^*^^ 



♦ The youi^ Comte de L- ' presei^ed himself, in the 
fnll costume of Louis XIV. at a &shionable cn/é, where 
a number of his brother officers were assembled. Passing for 
un ancien général^ he expressed hiinself with great i^olence 
against the présent state of military tnctics ; and without 
being discovered, excited much entert^onient i|i his un* 
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While the young étourdis thù6 occasionally 
amuse themselves with thèse datigerôus iihi- 
tations, the professed wits of the càipital, -who 
hâve not yet enhsted in the service of the 
ApoUo ànd ^the Muses of the royal Pan- 
théon, produce daily some squib against the 
ex-gentility of France. From thèse I sélect 



suspecting comrades. Trinmphant with the success of his 
dramatic représentation, he flnishéd his etening by walking 
in the gardens of the Thuilleries. The next day, when he 
presented himself at the levée of the ministér, tp obtain his 
promised colonelcy of the •"— — régiment, he was inform* 
ed that his Majesty had withdrawn his consent to that ar- 
rangement. Mon. L > teceired this disappointment 

with great résignation àtid cheérBilness, find passing from 
thé portais of the palace to the terrace of the Thuilleries, 
he suddenly met the very type and modél of the character 
he had represented the night befere, in the figuré of an old 
" voltigeur ^^^ with a codffure, à Foison royal^ and ail the 
insignia of his order. Without khowing him, he imme- 
diately counselled him to retire, and èhatige hisdress, if he 
did not wish to excite the teséhtment of theUng; " finr, 
monsieur," he added, ^^ only ftôm my àdbptii^ the costume^ 
which becomes you so well, I hap^e juèt lost the colonelcy of 

the régiment." "The téritUble ytfhp'h;^trtùni'' equally 

overwhelmed with gratitude and consternation, assured 
Mons. L he wouldinmiediately préJSt byhis kind ad- 
vice, having retained the di'éss he had Wom in the court 
of Louis XV. as that nk>^t glnacioUs to the 4yes of his 
illustrions descendant. 
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the foUowing chanson, as being the most 
récent, rather than the most bitter, philippic 
against the vénérable nrder qfthe résurrection. 

LE MARQUIS DE CARABUS. 

Air. — Le grand Rai Dagobert» 

Voyez ce fier Marquis, 

Nous traitant en peuple conquis, 

Son courâer décliarnç, . 

De loin, chez nous l'a mmenc. 

Vers son vieux ca^tçl 

Ce noble mçirt^. , , . ' ^ 

Marche, en brandissant , ,n 

Un sabre innocent, ' ;.% 

Chapeau bas, chapeau bas« 

Gloire au Marquis de Carabus !' . 



Ai]ipônier$, Châtelains, . ^ i : 
, YasisauX) vavasaeur^, etvillcwns, , : ^j 

C'est mpi, (dit*il) c'est moi, 
Qui 4Ciii a rétabli mon ïoi. v 

Mai» il ne n^e rend 

» ' ■ ' , 

Ijes d»^pi^ d^ mon rang j 
Aivçq uioi/ corbleu l 
, iljerrabpaujeu. ; 
Chapeau bas, &c* &c. 

VivçpSj donc en repos; ; . 
: ]yïais l'on m'oset parlpT d'impôts* , 
jy l'état, pour son bien, , , 
Un gentil-homme ne doit rien. • 



/ ." 
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Orace à mes créneoux^^ 
A mes arsenaux, 
Je puis au j^rêfet 
Dire un peu son fêtit. 
Chapeau bas, &c. &c. 



Pour nous calomnier, 

Bien qu'on a parlé d'une manière, 

Ma famille eut, pour chef, 

Un des fils de Pépin le bref. 

D'après mon blason. 

Je vois ma maison 

Plus noble, ma foi, 

Que celle du roi î 

Cîhapeau bas, fltc. &c. 

» ■ 

Qui me resistèroit ? 

La marquise a le tabo^ret^ 

Pour être évêque, un jour. 

Mon dernier fils suivra la cour, 

Mons fils, le baron, 

(Quoiqu'un peu poltron,) 

Veut avoir des croix, . m ! 

Il en aura trois. 

Chapeau bas, &c. &c. 



Prêtres, que nous vengeons, 
Levez la dîme, et partageons. 
A toi, peuple atiimalj 
Porte encofpe le b&t féodaL. 
Seul» Qou^ vous cha^seronf; 



« 
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Et tous vos tendrons 
Subiront l'honneur, 
Du droit de seigneur. 
Chapeau bas, &c. &c. 

Curê^ fids ton devoir, 

Remplis pour nous ton encensoir. 

Vous, pages, et valets, 

Ghierre au villains, et roes^s-les. 

Que de mes ayeux 

Ces droits glorieux 

Passent, tous entiers, 

A mes héritiers. 

Chapeau bas, &c. &c. 

A few years back, ail ranks and distinctions 
were lost in the affectedly simple appellations 
of citoyen and citoyenne: At présent France 
is inundated with titles, multiplied far be- 
yond the heraldic dignities of those aristo- 
cratical days, when^ according to Smollet, 
** Mons. le Comte'^ called to his son, in the 
business of their noble verger, '* Mans, k 
Marquis, avez^vom donné à manger aux 
cochons V^ Every body now, who afFects loy- 
alty to the reigning dynasty, professes it 
under the sanction of a title; and I observed 
that both the superior and inferior orders of 
Society gave a peculiar empbasis to every 
revived mark of nobility * Even the valet de 
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chambre, as he flung open the folding-dobrs> 
les grands battons, of the salon, vociferated 
the names of the successive guests, with a 
marked and cadenced pronunciation, of ma- 
dame-la-baronne, madame.la*-comtesse, mon- 
sieur le duc, and monsieur le vicomte ! Mean- 
time the legitimate, or pretended, owners of 
thèse titles appear to be wrapt in ecstasy 
over the long-forgotten distinctions, whichy 
at ail times unaccompanied by législative 
functions or political influence, are now but 
seldom backed by that opulence, wbich is in 
itself a rank ; and they are indeed 

<^ fiiU of Sound, 
Signifying nothing." 

By asingularcontradiction^ however, rank> 
of even the highest order, takes no prece- 
dence in private society . Even among theold 
noblesse, there is a sort oi pêle-mêle confusion 
in the ingress and egress from assemblies, 
dinner-parties, and soirées, which no one en- 
deavours to arrange, by either giving or 
taking the pas. Speaking on this subject to 
one, who speaks well upon ail, with whom it 
is always instruction to converse, and to 
whom it is delightful to listen, the Comtesse 
Pastoret^ she observed ; " It is high birth 

TOL. I. F 
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ruilier than high rank that is estimated in 
Fraocd.; but iieither are marLed in prtrate 
iociety 1^' those mniute forms of precedenœ^ 
to whicli you free*^born republican Englbh 
pay tuch minute observance. At court, ouv 
duki^Jiaye tlieir place, and our dutchesses 
Ibeir ttéourctâ ; but in the salon, if any dis^ 
tinction îs made, it. is in favour of genîu^ 
çelebrity, or âge ; while to be a st ranger, i% 
an étfÊLt in it$elf/' 

Rank. is very ill defined in Fraiice, CTan by 
the iiiost sta'enuous advocates for its privi- 
lèges. I was infi3rmed that a baron is somé^ 
limes more noble tlian a duke ; and on my 

asking a royalist, whether Mons. D was 

a ^' gtntii^hommenèf^ herepUed, " No: he is 
d'une namanee nçiUy but he is i^ot gentil^ 
homme.'' I wked what constitutes that iunk 
in tl^ State ; and he made me this singular 
réply : ^* thé privilège of gcmg in the king'i 
eoaclu^' Thu^ the rank, vrhich in England 
gives its possessor a seat in the senate, in 
France? may not entitle him to *' a tèut in the 
king's ùoack.'* What must hâve been the 
genius of the old government, when the 
energy and spirit of the nobiltty were broken 
down to such distinctions as thèse 1 To be 
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^çnBibbed . to ^LCCompBxiy Lauisi le Grande i|i 
im drÎYies ûx>iii Versaillefi to Marli, and from 
Marli to Versailles» (the ^eat occupation of 
liift life) wasan faonour of which ail his nobles 
^ere proudljr ambitioas ; and Madame dt 
Sevigné deâciibe& one of tliese royal promis 
Hadejy€h miture, m a tManner that^v^s a fidr 
picture of the morals, and spirit of the tîmcs^ 
The king went first, in a calèche with his mis^ 
tresSf her sister^ and brothers ; tfaenohle Moi^ 
timaits aud Thianges I thea foUowed tho 
qneen and princesses, légitimât^. aad.tUegi» 
timatc* . . r. , 

However striking. thèse jevidenœi of social 
dégradation may be, to tlie eye of nioral and 
|k>litical philosophy» to the glanoe of the ,ge^ 
nuine Frencb royalist they aœiwt perœp** 
tible ; or, if observedy are but considered bs 
trifliflg " égaremens du cmur et de r esprit*' m 
the royal legislators, who at once modelled 
and executed their own system of govern- 
ment. On this subject they will heâr no 
reasoning: unable to dëny, what it is im- 



* The Princesse de Conti was the natural daughter of 
the king, by Mad. de la Yalièi^, and was always of thèse 
parties. ^ 
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possible to défend^ they eut short ail argu^ 
ment with : ^* cependant je voudrais que tout 
ceia/usse, comme dans le bon vieux temsJ' 

A very élever and intimate friend of mine 
at Paris, with considérable talent and some 
wit, had gotten deeply entangled with the 
royalistes enragés ; and was herself indeed 
enragée y to a point that was sometimes ex- 
tremely amusing. We were chatting one 
morning, when a royalist acquaintance join« 
ed us» and mentioned an ordinance of the 
king's» which directed the foonation of a 
new militaiy school^ after the model of that 
instituted in 1750, for the éducation of the 
young nobility. I could not help remark- 
ing, that I doubted whether this new school, 
upon old rules, would assimilate in its sys-- 
tems with the tactics of the military and 
poly tèchnic seminaries, formed during the ré- 
volution. My little enragée flew into a pai- 
roxysm of loyal indignation^ and interrupted 
me with ; ** mais^ ma chère j ne me parlez pas 
de vos écoles polytechniques, those hot-beds of: 
jacobinism and brigandage.''^ It is our wish 

* The élèves of the école militaire of Metz received the 
Duke de Béni, with their arms crossed, in conséquence of ^ 
aome observations falling from his royal highness, signilying 



I 



SOCIETY. 213 

{nous autres) thatthe rising génération should 
be shut up, and educated in a profound ig- 
norance of ail that bas bappened for thèse 
last thirty years ; and that on coming forth 
into the world, they might find every thing 
in, statu quo, as it was in the beau siècle de 
Louis XIV r 

'' And the Bastille >'' I asked. 

*^ JEA, mais oui, ma chère ^^ et la Bastille 
aussi. *^ 

The Bastille, she added, was a sort of 
maison de plaisance, when men of rank were 
sent to it, for having incurred the displeasure 
of the king ; as in the instance of the Duke 
de Richelieu, who was visited there by ail 
the beautiful princesses of that day, who were 
éperdument in love with him. That for the 
lie du peuple, it was, if any thing, too stately 
and too noble a place of confinement ; and as 
for the iron cages and sxibterraneous dungeons, 
they were only for state cri minais, who spoke 

that he deemed thèse military Bchools littk better than 
nests ofjacobittism and brigandage. 

On his enquiring, in a rather rough manner, what was ta 
be leamed in thèse seminaries? the chief master replieds 
•* Mon Prince, c^est une école^ où on apprend à mourit 
poursapaJttie.!^^ 
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•gainst the king ancj his goverhmentr— •^ et 
tout çela^ c^ était très jnste.^ But I insîsted 
on the fecility with which a lettre 4^ cachet 
might bè procured, to sbut up such suspected 
crimiiml», before any form of justice ba4 
pvonociiiced theœ guilty^^ 

She shn;gged her shoulders ^nd reptied ; 
^* Pour les lettre 4e cachet^ qnen'jpiut direàu^ 
imt de hkn que 4e^ mal ! tenef^ ma chèfe f 
Suppose I had a brother whose çonduct dis* 
graced our family ; would you hâve t|s ex- 
pose hi» shame/ and tfarov sm odium on ouf 
lioi»evi)y suffering liim tp corne intb a court 
of justice ? No, there was a time, wheh, 
îiadev fuch circurorstaoces; the hcinovir and 
digmty of a noble Êttnily was saved ; and a 

féttre de cachet got rîd of the r^aùvais sujet j^ 
atèi buried together the ctiminal ând the 
tPitne^'-^Eh bien, il faut toujours espérer que lé 
hôH tefns retiendra f ! !** 

Iquote thèse sentiments^ uttered by a wo- 
manof rank, talent, and éducation, as being 
(I believe tery gênerai ly) those of tlfc pàrt^ 
to which she belonged. 

Whîle the royalists or persOnal adhërèrits 
to the représentative of the Capets and the 
Bourbons take for their devîcfe the ^ell-* 
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knowti cry of Vendean loyalty, ^^ vivs le roi, 
fuand même^'^ and diaplay upon ail occasioito 
serttimeDts wortby of this head^idng dévo- 
tion ; the uHrm are by no mëanà equally uo- 
resenred in ihéir principes oi attachmeat 
to thê pefBon and measures of ttie king. 
Loruîs XVIII. is treated by tftem as ^^ a 
good, ea&y man/^ whose modération is weak-» 
•ness; wfao, unnecèssarily faUe, and iftjudw 
cioiiftly arbitrary, excludes from powcr those 
who are tmost capable of exercisiùg it ; ànd 
iiterely contents faimself with chopping off a 
few hands and heads, irhen hecatomb$ should 
bifited, to appease the spiHt of unglutied 
vengeance, and to clear the kingdom of such 
persons and principles as he riow suîflfers tô 
share his councils, and dictate his ordinances. 
Upon one occasion, an uttra^ speaking 
of the king in terms of réprobation, thaï 
amounted nearly to accusing his most Chris- 
tian Afajesty of jacobinîsm and infidelity, I 
coUld not belp asking bim ; ** /^ roi donc, est^ 
il royaliste?*^ ^' Voilà, madame, ce que nous 

doutofiSi* was the reply. 

In another instance, I was driving thmugh 
the Bols de Boulogne, with a îady of the 
saine poUtical sentiments, when the desolated 
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gtate of that once beautiful spot called forth 
her lamentations and reproaches. Addressîng 
me in a tone of complainte as though it bad 
•been I wbo had carried off ^* Bimham wood to 
Dunnnane,^* she exclaimed^ ^' Voilà ^ madame, 
voilà roworage de vous autres Anglais.** I could 
Bot help feeling piqued at her ingratitude 
-for the services which^ at least, had been ren^ 
dered to her party ; and I answered, ^* Eh 
bien, madame, vous avez un roi, en échange de 
votre hoisJ* She shragged her shoulders, 
shook her head^ and raised her eyebrows ; 
and replied^ in a broken sentence, ^^ pour 
xela, ma chère dame^^^eh/ eh! que voulezi^ 

vous?-' as if not quite satisfied witb the 
équivalent, 

I indeed observed upon ail occasions, that 
the royalists and ultras showed a perfect in^ 
sensibility to the services rendered them by 
the alUes in generaU and by the Ënglish in 
partiçular, I remember walking with a party 
of ultras near the spot where Priace BIqcher 
fell from his horse, when an Englishman of 
the party observed that it was there where 
the prince had broken some bone ; and an 
ultra replied, apart, ** If it had been his neck^» 
it would hâve been no great matter/* 



^ — .Mh^ *• 
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r It is strange that even the Buonapartists 
laad^ constitutionalists, though. protesting 
t^inst the policy and falsehood of the En^ 
iglish govemmeut, express themaelyes more 
iavourably towards the nation than the roy- 
«lists ; who, though pleased with the restôra- 
tion^ caanot altogetber brooJk the discredita- 
We manner bf their return, nor^cease to feel 
that they hâve been too much ohliged. It is 
certain, moreover, that the moral and politi-^ 
cal feelings of the constitutionalists assimi» 
/ late more closely with those maintained in 

England^ timn the notions of the advocat» 
^i the old régime in France, who assert un- 
ceasingly, that the anglo-^mania whiçh pre* 
vailed immediately before . the révolution, 
iras among the leading causes of that evâit ; 
and that Voltaire's letters on England were 
for his country thç most pernicious work he 
ever wrote,* 

The graduai altération in tone and man- 



^,^__ ' j ■ ______^____^_^^^___^__^__,_^ 



t They ^çuse England of ail their misfbjrtuna^ ; of 
originating the révolution ; of sending the emigrants to 
be slaughtered at Quiberon ; and of letting loose Buona- 
parte froiu Elba. Even sUU they çon^ider the ex-em- 
peror as a sort of bag^foXy to be let loose, whenever th« * 
j^gUsh Qûnistry may be inclined to show sport to Europ^^ 
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ner of the ultra circles, durmg my résidence 
at Pari8> was extremely obvions^ and to an 
unihterested observer very amteing. Tbejr 
noionger œemed bouod to.l^ hintaifutit» aaid 
hçsitatâ dislike'' to. thû meBomrés of . the go«^ 
vermneot ; but iiveûtuxed» even in certain ttmitt 
o£ amiable wéakiie8sdîacD¥erableiDthe<cha«* 
racter of his Majesty^ to find ^gulogects of plea^ 
aantry .and sources. of. censure..^ Thcii* once 
kmd vociferations^ in hypnroftïi^dioinê 
figbt of kings, ta be absmrd.wîthoat ridicule^ 
and arbitrary .without blame^ appearad noir 
utfaerly jforgotten er whoUy recanted.^ 

.The BnonapartisUministfy^ as they term 
it^ is tre^ted irith avovired oonteuipt; the 
mea&ures of 4;he coart- publicly iseprobated ; 
and even the private friendships and tender 
prédilections of the king receive but little 
quarter. The rei^pect paid to h Père ia 
Chaise, by the courtiers of Louis XI V-* is 
denied, by tlieir descendants, to the I^ére 
Elysée of Louis XVI II; And those noble 
darnes,^ whose great--gràndmotbers canvassed 
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• ^ T\)ute8 les dames de la "Reine font la compagnie de 
Mstdàmedé Mohtespan * oii y joue Cckit à tour; rien h^esH 
tMhê^ rien n^est secret.'' Lettres de Sevigné^ toL Ut« 






a look ftom the mistress of that king, and 
irere tlie associât^ bf ail her di^sipated oiw 
gies, refuse their conntetlafice tô the innocent 
and platonic -pmference of the reigning so« 
vereign- TThe ^itra làdies openly exclaim 
It^hst the degmàation 6f a place, once se 
nobîy filléd, and riow dccupied by a ^^ petite 
nfâttrt^è de province.^ Although it is undeiv 
stoôd, that Mad, de P— ~ holds her capifiiv^ 
otfly by thë itelicate chakia ol mind, yei 
thisr spiritual communion is ridieuled ; and 
ihe roturière Agnes Secret fetUs within thô 
gênerai ntaxim oî the xrlaas, as to I^r întei* 
leètual éhàruis^ 



-.— • 



^' Nul n*aura de Tesprit, 
Hors nous, çt nos amts.*^* 

/ 1» »■ '» 

But while the king remains firm and truc 
to his sentiments and attachments, no ties 
less pure disturb the. moral prdprîety of his 

^^^1— iii> I iw I m I ■ 1 1 ■ ■ ■ I _ ■ ■ ■ Il ^ 1 ^ I I I II »^i»—^^^— .^■^» 

* A paitîcùlar friend of Mad. P— — ^ in deîènding her 
firom thèse malicious imputations, «aîd to me, ** As to the 

king's visitstoMad. de P , h js noÉ- poabiWe* M^ 

could not enter the door of her IHUe apartment ; and sitch 
is her timidity, that when he addresses her at court, ^ le 
rouge lui tombe de la joue.^ Perfectiy con^inced myself 
of the innoeenee of thé parties, i lubmit thèse proo& to 
the considération pf ultra-scepticism. 
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court ; and the royal family, it is observéd» 
exhibit ^^ un sublime et touchant tableau dt 
toutes les vertus publiques et privées.^*^ No 
Mad. du Barrés now usurp a place ^^ be- 
hind the throne, greater than the throne.** 
£ven bishops, who hâve long lived in holy 
wedlock with their revolutionary wives, hâve 
discarded them ;t and laymen, who for many 
years hâve lived without their chères moitiés^ 
hâve been obliged to take them back4 Ail 
^^ liasons dangereuses'' are banished from a 
court» where piety and politics hâve usurped 
the place of gallantry and the grâces; as 
les petits ramoneurs once showéd their sooty 
feces on the fans of French belles, instead of 
** the loves" whom they had dethroned. 

While, however, thèse two factions are en- 
gaged in frivolous discussions and puérile 
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* See Annales Politiques, August 19, 1816. 

+ When Mad. Talleyrand retumed to France, to en- 
force the fiilfilment of the conditions which induced her 
to Bubmit to a separaticm from her right révérend lord, the 
kii^ was graciously pleased to bç jocular on the occa- 
sion with his grtmd chambellan. *^ Ouif Sire^*^ xejdied 
Mons. T. " son retour est pour moi un vingt de Mars.^* 
(The day of Napoleon's retum from Elba.) 

% Mons, Chateaubriand is said to be among the num-^ 
ber of thèse " maTtj/rfi$C\ 
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çontests, in which their owri interests and 
tbeir own vanities alone hald any concem, 
the rest of the nation beholds in indignant 
silence their usurpation of ail places of ho- 
nour, émolument^ and importance. It is the 
ancient noblesse alone, who are sent into 
foreign countries to reposent the land they 
hâve so long abandoned, and with whose 
existing principies and character their own 
çan never assimilate. It is the adhérents of 
the old régime, who command in the army, 
who lead in the senate ; and those, who for 
twenty^five years hâve been armed against 
France, now décide her fate, and rulé over 
her vigorous population, upon principies and 
Systems, whose abolition she had purchased 
with her biood, through a long and painful 
term of suffering, of conflict, and of misery. 

The Society of Paris, after the second re- 
stôration of the Bourbons, appearing half in 
shade and half in relief, is not inaptly imaged 
by that condition of the moon, in which, 
although her whoie orb be visible, the efful- 
gence of her light proceeds only from a part., 
While the royaliste pur and the royaliste ex^ 
agéré buz,. and bustle, and flutter on the 



icene, vanaeci into arrîra&CiDa by the rapt 
of prinoely protection, or f^ royal &v<mr ; 
ail who cuinoi elaîra thèse distinguishiog 
epitbets, " préserve the noiseless ténor of 
their wày/* and (toborroT aphrase of Cov-* 
ley) '* iead a jifej as it were, by steaHh." 

This undftssed, but sti^)ected order, ge- 
...mii.. .:»j». ^]^ ^uf&Eiiiance of the police, 
e better than prisoners to tbeir 
ind valets, Hâve, l^ some &tal 
been brokea into eiicumspec" 
uon ; atid, in gênerai, soc^ty are cautiou» 
Aot to rifik opinions, whîch might unavaiU 
ingly incur the penalty of exile, or. perfaaps 
of death. A certain tone of pleasant V^u»* 
voçue, however, pervades tbeir conTersation> 
an ambushed raillery, ivhich well supplies 
tlie place of bitter invective, or of whining 
complaint. How ôflen, and how wilUngly, 
hâve I Imstenéd to one of tbeir " petks CO' 
mités sous la rose" from some catacomb cir- 
cle, wbere each monumental inember spoke 
in bis tum, or vas dàlled to order, if lié in- 
friiiged on tbe prescribed reguîarky of the 
conversation! — With wbat pleasuie bave I 
6ovn to some forbidden ground, whére, in 
tbe hallowed <»rcle of amity and coufidcaiçe» 



mt an4 ^«»«s cxercisèd thehr proscribôd 
witchmu {♦ where tâlentsi, . which were even 
then, imdeE vanotw ^ms» ddighting the 
world^ and. punaring^their gpldeii coursé to 
i mmortali ty, reserved some of tbetr btigbtest 
\siàxskv to illuminé the passing moments' of 
private intercourse^ and where names Weire 
re-echoed, destinéd to Uve for ever, and 
already tcaced in tbe laminons rc^U of splai«« 
did cefebtity l This, indeed, was a society. 



♦ " The vorld," gaid one of the most celebrated men 
of Europe to me, ^' i» divided into^t?e parts ; the four olâ, 
quarters, and les gens éC esprit \ and ÙàAJiflh division is 
tyom {dacêd on the list of proscription." ^ Who la' dtai; 

personT' a^kad the Duc de D s, pointing ont a gen^ 

tleman who, had excited hU attention by obseryatioasA 
àomewhat boldj on a political subject of conversation. 
^ (Test un homme é^esprity^ was the teply. ** Bon^* 
added die duc. '^ Je ^^is bien qn^U n*êst ptu des nôtres/^ 

It is t^. the fiuher of t)^is noblçman, that the fUlowitif 
anecdote is attributed. Being appointed to direct thi^ 
festivities for the marriage of the Count d*Artois, it was 
suggested to him, that an epithalamium wa6 indispensable ; 
and a person was ireeommended) to - perform the job» 
Vpon hia consenting to this arrangement, the poet waited 
upon him for his directions, in what manner it should be 
got up. ^^ Ma foi y ^ he replied^ "je tCen sais rien: 
qu*tl soit de xelours vert^ brodé ior^ comme les autres 
meubkrP* - » 
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often '* dream'd of in my pbilosophy/* but 
never counted upon in my expectations« 
Thèse were hours over which weaiiness held 
no jurisdiction ; and every sand in the glas9 
turaed to gold, as it felL 

The Society of Paris^ taken as a whote^ 

« 

snd iacluding ail parties and foctions^ is in- 
finitely superior in point of taste, acquire- 
ment, and courtesy, to that of the capital 
of any other nation. Paris» the elysium of 
men of letters, has always been the resort of 
foreigners of literary, scientific^ and political 
eminence ; and princes and potentates, who 
hâve influenced the destinies of nations, are 
seen faiii^ling in her circles with the more 
valuàble characters of Europe, whose works 
and names are destined to reach posterity, 
when titles of higher sound shall be forgot- 
ten, and the Humbolts, the Playfeirs, the 
Davys, the C astis, the Canovag, now suc- 
ceed, in the Parisian salons, to the Sternes, 
the Humes, the Walpoles, and Algcirottis 
of other times. The talent for conversation 
so conspicuous in France among ail classes, 
originating, perhaps, in the rapidity of per- 
ception and facility of combination of the 
people, was early perfected by institutes. 
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n^hich^, probtbitàng an inteiferehce itiiRatfceii 
of goi^emment, determined the powers of na^ 
tional intellect to subjects of social dîéciis-t 
aïkm^ and tasteful aoalyâîs. 

In the days of the beautitui ând lyfi^ 
fbrtuiuite Marie Antoinette, the splendid 
towrt which $urroun(ted her, opposihg itseif 
t^ ihù pMcs9phers^ nrho brought strength 
and energy înto DEuhion, œduceai the whole 
Yoeai^Blary of kon-^ton, as an el^ant courtier 
oi that day aasurod me, to about twenty or 
thîrty w4>rds; and whoevear presumed to ex-*^ 
eeeid the stated bouodaty, was stîgmatised 
as a ^a/ esprit^ and a pkéknopke. The révo<^ 
kitipn hm addèd Éàuch U> the strength of 
cbnyersation, without having sàorificed eitfaer 
preeimen or JinefjsèiBBd^^ causer bien^'^ to 
be a^^ kàn rmcambsur^'' is as aore a passport 
t6 the faèst Society at this moment, as it was 
'm the days? of Louis XV. 

La Marquiséde V-i— , en^merating to me 
irae daiyr €he celebrated pei^âs ^ô formed 
ber êùiréeày ibefDre the reifelutiofi, dwelt Kîth 
manjr touches of pi^os iipon Chatnpfort, 
wfao had been dmoagst tbe ntimbèt ; and 
sb^ (K^nclndJMi^ in a tone of gr^t dmôtiMi, 
^ \^y^y màdmmy foi perdu en Im num frieii^ 

VOL. I. Q 
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kttr •«-'•^ She (>amed for «« instant, and. I 
wa$ about to fill mp the breaks whicht4eéi^ 
ÎAg hadimade, wtth the >word '^^oiw;'' «bet 
she repeated, '* J'ai perdu en lui mon Meilleur 
emaeurV^ i -^ i 

' Excellent raconteurs are. to be met with m 
every socîety of Paris; andl hatve listeoied 
with wcmder and admiratîcm to the hunKi^ur, 
àbdUty» and point, with which /taie after 
tale.ihas been delivered, anecdotes related^ 
and storîes invented, for the amusement ôf 
a circle^ irfacre every.naeinber bdre *his party 
and wbereialJ played in their tttrn a willing» 
audience» and ail were equal to an amunng 
exhibition. That ^^ metencholy ^Bd gen« 
tleinantike'' pleasantry, produced in Ënglisb 
Society under the namfi of^quixzingj iBizsort 
of •^ maudlin mirth'* uïiknown in the ôircles^ 
of Paris; rwhik ridicule, always dreaited, 
and ably wielded, feils alniOst esieluâTely^ 
upon unfaundfd pretension . Taste, ' as reftr- 
able to the.ordinaïK^es ctf socîety, is hère sa 
deeply studitd, m well defined ili hér rules,^ 
and so tboroixgbly undm^tood tn her prUi-n 
ciples^ thÂt the d^isions of tempoDary liiodès 
ba¥& but little influence oa lèpimon. As &t! 
as I could observe, alt|iaugh.acârtain ligbt 
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p$r${ftage was much t^e fashÎQn, Bothing wom 
ridiçuled» l)ut what mas striçtfy ridiculous. 

The ioîq4> thus permitted to take ils ut> 
n««t streteh. U neither «atrained by &. 
shion^ nor clouded by ennui^ and a licensed 
di«cusfiioQ of ail subjects is granted to those^ 
wbp are known to be wearisome upon none. 
Admifatipn for talent is indeed as univers^» 
a3 i^ the intellî^Qce which appréciâtes ii. 
Kpt a ray &lls unreflected; not a point 
drops ^u^£^t ; ail is rebound and elasticity, 
TUei sQci«ty» likâ tbe cliinate» is bright and 
g^i^l; .and it ift the peculiar and united 
in^uence of both'^ to set the mind and the 
blood into rapid circulation, to lighten bu-* 
mwiity of balf the ills of its inberitance, ta 
enhance its pkasures, and miiltiply it$ en^i 
joyinents. 

But while private society still préserves 
itsdelightful character, the existing order of 
things pccasionally interferes ^ith its recrè-^ 
ations; and the vigilant police sometimes 
obtrud^ itself on^ tjie pleaciures^ evea of 
thcffç who bave npthing to dread frpm it» 
discofverie;^. Le^^ving, at a late-hour, an élé- 
gant,, and brilliant cirde» in the Rue VUU 

q2 



Bvêque^ in the fresh impression of lây adlmi-^ 
ration, I was lamenting that ail my hown 
wete iK>t so'passed, t)iat a short timti *would 
conVey me fer from the scenç of such enjoy^- 
înent» wheh a number of soldiers, rushing 
fit>m beneath the shade of a high wall, sur^ 
roundéd the carnage, and seized the reins. 
Bastilles, lettres de cachet, mysterious arrestsa^ 
tîons, and solitary confinements, started upoii 
my scared imagination, ànd I hstd already 
elassed myself with thé iroft miasqUe, a«id 
èaged'j&l assarine; with thé^ Wilsom», Hiitèhih^ 
ions, and Bruces, as I rapidly went cirer- này 
^ssiblè peccadilles of fêire^ifiâi/tf^l^^ when thé 
teadei? of the military vociferated :*' Qui sont 
ées Messieurs f^'^nà ordered the wifidowsof the 
cârriage to .he let down. Our Fiiench servant, 
who was probably himself one of the police, 
îmmediatefy etitcred upôii the défensive^ twid 
declared that we Were Blriglish persons re^ 
turning to t|t^r hôtel, from the Md^rquis de 
C-— 's; adding s%nificantSy : ^^ ^oks "voîië 
trompexy mes amts.*^ Aftër à little mutterîng 
àmcmg thé patty, Siey drew back tb their 
Station under the wall,,and we passed on, 
ynét féelîngs similap to those of thé countty. 



itfouse; for tbough I acknowMgctd t^ïl 
^^my lord alone kne* how to Hve," rtilLI' 
could n6t belp exclaiming'^ 

' " Give me agûn my hollow treé, 
" My cruBt of bread — andiiberty." 

As we drove on, I observed a fiacre pass 
uSj and lookiag eut of the window> perceived 
fchat it was stopped and surrounded, as wç 
had beeo. The next moming we learned 
ibat tbë police had been in search of sus- 
pected persons,^* a 
that thqr were me 
quarter where we h 
the Rue d'Anjou 
Queetulive"^ 

Amidst aU the suspicion anddistrust, whicH 
the weakness and vigilant jêalotisy of thé 
présent govemment are so well calculated to 
(excite, in private* society,, each particular 
cirele yields itself up to a freedom of discus- 
sion, which an entire confidepcQ in the honour 

* We.bay* •ccaût^ially wai. the bousea of suq>ected 
penonB guarded by tolcliers, vhilè thè unfohsnaté inmatcl 
wn* undeigcnhg a scrutiny. 

— I feiget whM. ' j 
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of its memberg can alone explain^ or ju^tîfy. 
The royalists abuse the ultras; tbe ultras 
abuse the government ; the constitutionalists 
laugh at bpth^ and just stopping short of 
treason^ exercise theirwit and their satire 
against the dominant parties, in songs^ epi-» 
grams, anecdotes, and bon^mots. 

It has frequently occurred to me tô^'havfe 
witnessed the most opposite discussions, and 
Ibtened to the most contradictory opiniohs, 
in the course of the same evenlng ; jassisting 
at a royalist dinner, drinking ultra tea, and 
supping en républicaine. I hâve thus gradu-? 
ated on the political scale, from the extrême 
of loyal ty to the last degree of rébellion, 

I was at a concçrt at the house of the çharm- 

* 

îng Mad. de Beaucourt, the very Mu^e of 
Toyalism ; and (almost won over tô a cause 
reçomoiended by her élégant coniposiîions) 
I was joining in the chorus ôf ^* Vive le roi, 
(^uand mème!^ whén I was reAiinded of an 
engagement I had niade with a sociçty of 
another stamp and métal ; and I depàrted 
rcîluctantly, leavîng màny ^ gàlïaiit ** cAeva-? 
lier de la bonne camé"^ rapturpuîsly ^pplauding 
the folio wing loyal^fosion», c^mpo^^ playn 
ed^ and sung, by their lovely hostess. 
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PJUBUX CHBVAUER VIÂJ? MOUftlR. POCR 80K ROI. i 

Preux chevalier, la gloire vous apelle, 
li'lionnèur vous dit de marclier sous sa loi ; 

Vous le jureZj vous lui serez fidèle, 

Preux chevalier veut mourir pour son roi. (bis.) 

Au loin déjà la trompette sonore ' 

Dans tpus le$'cc^jui!s a cau^é grand ^moi $^' 
Chant du dépait, vous le veàjn&nçùx^ : 

Preux chevalier v0ut ipQurk pcmi son roi. (bis.) 

.- ' • ! 

Adieu, plaisir9> ampur ; adieu, douce amie ; 

Adieu ces Ueux^ où> je^ reçusr ta &i ; 
Cache tes pleurs, id<de' de ma vie I , 

Preusi: chevtUer veut mcm^r pour son roi, (bisO 

Jue chevalier, soiié là "blanche bannièté, 
Brûlant d'ardeur, ktt loin répand Peflfrôf/ 

En effrontant les hazàfrds dé la guerre, 
Preui^ çlievitier veut mourir pour son roi. (bis.) 

i 

L'air retentit du cri dSé la victoire ; 

Et du vainqueur tout a sluhii la loi. 
Il fut heureux, pdrTamom* et Ifit gloire, 

Hie chevalier, <yxi servit bien soq roi. (bis.) 

i . . 

With this melodized Ipyalty,, at^l )>reath^ 
ing on my «uî, I arrived in tbe anti-^roonj of 
the hôtel wbère. I was to sup ; and while I 
was un3^wU]>g, J qaugbt t}ie firat stftsiz^H of 
tbe foUowing song, which my p«s^nc6:4i4 



not inten^upt, asd whicb, given wîtfa infinité 
humour, was received with rapturous plau- 
dits^ warm and sincère as those bestoweâ on 
^^ Preux chevalier veut mourir pour son JRqî/^ 



»• 



Ca ne tiendra pas. 

Comme fl fiuit pretidne, M {sAutoiopbè, 

Les adcidem fteheux et hoaM^ > 

J*ai dUp|)oné U cftieetroplM, 

Qui nom ramena les Bourbons. 
Pour me trouver sous lew pamage, V 

J'ai même &k deux ou trois pas, 
Mais je me suis dis, ^^ c^tft éommoge^^* > 

Ok tie ^emàf$L paé, çà ne ti«Mhu pas. 

Quand Berri, IXArtoisi D'Angoulême ; 

Dis TiUe en ville ont colporté, 
Des héritiers du, diadème r 

La dilitanté Trinité. 
Ils se donnoient pour des grands Princes, 

Mais bientôt chacun dit, tout bas, 
Pour leurs grandeurs, ils scmt trop mnoes^ 
. Cà ne (Rendra pas, çà ne tiendra pas; 

Il Toudroit régner sur la France 

Ce Roi,^qui parmi des Français, 
Otaa dite avec insolenèe : 

"^ Jt iMs Mê Couti>mé mtS: JttgtaiS.'^ *r ^ i 

' - - '- I V " * ' ■ ' ' '* • « ■ '' -f t ' t r 

' * . - 1 ' ' . 

* ^ Je récMhais, ^u' après &ièu, e W éxl Prince ttè^ 
«eBl,iE[Ue>id«^iAâ^Cduliflâi." : 
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PREUX CHEVALIER. 



^j' MOjtl. Louùse' dc^£eaucourt . 
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-pel-le, l'honneor tous dit flr mxrrber sont sa loi vous le Jn- 
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R.OI., javusc duera-Iier veut mourir pour, sou Roi . 
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Fnm/v. Fitl.J.putfe gJfy. 
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Alle^o 




-^m=^Éd^^=^M 



Comme îL '(àut prendre en plii - lo - soplie les Ac-ci- 



rrJ I r r J rrJJT-fJ^ 



m^W^ iP r i i ii nn I j I ' 



deas fâcheux et bons, jâi snp-por-te' 1a cnt-A-stroplie qm noa« r«- 
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fiât deux on trois pas, mais Je oie suis dk rést dcMa ouwje,eA m' 



apnàrm 
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pas /TA n'tieadra pas, mais Je me suis dk cest dam auig^^.ra n'iiendra 
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pas ca n 'tiendra pas . 
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Dke, .en la briso^nt en édat, : 
Si tu la dois à TAngleterfe, . . 

Cà ne tiendra J)as, çà ne tiendra pa's.*^ 



1 1 1 



. f 



Je ris tout haut de la jactance . 

De tous ces faquins d'émigrés, ^ 

0ùij par peuf'y ÔM quitta la t^rattCC;, 

* fit (|ai) fmr fâim^ j sMt Ireti^. 
PàtTre pf tît-fiir 4e Hémi Quatre ! N 

Peux tx^ coiQpter sut ces pieds^plats ? 
Pour toi, quand il faudra se battre, 

Ça île tiétkdra pas, çà ne' tiéûdra pas. 



I 






A 1 > 



On prodigue avec ineioUpce , ^ 

Ces rubans,. ces marques d'iionneur,, 

Que Ton 'ài*raclié de k Wlkfic©^* ii '^ ^ ^— * 

' Ali traé tnlrit^) irl* VbJeur. * - ^ 

.O^ce;tonooprat.Tf>i»^squ<)if ;. j - 

• ^ Ces cjnnx^ ces nibtui^ ce^ crax:]^ t n j 

Messieurs, Vous aves beau les coudre, 
Ce, ne tiendra pas, ^ ne tiendra {M. 



> 



1 j. 



' The Emperor Julian cleclàted that hè 
most adtaited, ih his feivaurîte Gatils, tfeat 
gravi ty of èhâi^acter, \rtiifcfr rœemhleâ hh 



1^8 pabHc declàrathAi ^raui îl déèp idtthâiâ fà the ho^ 
nour of the natioq, and, is. tl^us allud^ to in one pf the 
Wt pamphlets of the day. *^Hofrible& paroles! gtatéss 
Irop'jMrofbndèmeht da&b te e^w dé to«ui les iSnm^M^^ <ft 
tMi'fl est initâto es cDAittMter.^V > 



^ 



^^^^^^■^••^"■^•■^^^ ' ' ■ ■ 



••"««-•^■i^l^^ 
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own. And though it may appear. atr affec-- 
tation of singularity, to agrée in this impe*- 
rial opinion» as applied to tbe jnoderin 
Franche yet in ail circles^ among ail classes, 
both in public ând in private, I wds struck 
with the tone of quiétude and s^riousness, 
the capability oS profound aod su^tsiined at- 
tention, disting«ishable eqtlallyintlie par- 
terres of theîr theat^ès^ and the cîrcles of 
their salons. Tbat wild exubérance of gaiety, 
tbat boisterous overfiowing of animal spirits, 
found even undçr the sombré îhiSuence of 
our own less génial clime, is r^rçly or never 
seen in France, Tbe gaiety rPf,,^bi9 French 
appeared to me, not m^rei tt' constH^tional 
than an iriteliectual vlVacity r â's^ôf t of mo- 
ralenergy, a prompt, though not a. profound 
sensibility, which gives spirit to their ma»* 
nçrsj animation tp their ' covintf^i[^ïïce;^,; and 
fOifçe to tbeic gestijcul^tipp. J J^ye, pgr 
o^çmi^Uy Joined a circle pf. , pefi^oiys ; th^X 
looked 

jj^ifil some subjççt. «f intçrepting discussion 
vas accî^çutaily ii>t«p4u€ed ; and i^}pn eyefy 
eye lighted up, eVefy cauntenaïice^ brighte»* 
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6d, ànd ail became animated in ge«ture, and 
forcible in expression. The vîrtue of t^n» 
perament most peculiarly Freiich, is that 
€*en show df perpétuai chieerfulness, whicfo^ 
whatever may be îts cause and origin^ is 
inost gracious in its effects and influence; 
which throws a ray even on their ^ravity> 
and is infinitely more delightfiil tban tbeir 
seemingly automaton viracîty. 
^ The circles of fashion, in Paris, are cfaa* 
racterized by a formality in their arrange*» 
ment, to which tbeir sedentary propensities 
in ail ranks greatly contribute.' Nobody 
is loco-motive, from à love of motion; 
there are no professed loungers, nor habituai 
«ralkers. — Every bodysits or reclines, whetij 
where, and as often as he can; and chairs 
are provided uot only fôr those who resort 
to the public gardens, but also in the streets, 
along the most ^hionabie l^ulevardâ, and 
heiore ^U the cafés and estaminets y^^hich lure 
farmed out at a very moderate pricë. . The 
promenade of périmons of fashion is merely 
tt seat in the air. They drîv^ to the gardens 
of the Thuilleries, alight from their car^ 
riages, and immediately take their seat 
pnder ' tbe shad^ ôf thé noblest groves of 
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cbesDuts; or in the perfumèd atmoe^h^re of 

roses and orange trees, ' , 

. . In the garctens of the Luxembourghi 

^^arms of the aiideiit inhabitants of tbat 

old^iashioned quarter» corne fortb with thei|r 

primitive looks» antiquated costume and 

pet anûnalsj to t^e theîr açcustomed seats 

tvcty erening, and remain in endless cau^ 

série, enjoying their fitvourite récréation in 

tfa^ loTely spot» until the shades of n^ht 

«end tbeni home to their elevated lodgings^ 

f*" au quatrième/' The circleâ of the, ancient 

Moblèsse are formai and précise» to a degree 

tbat imposas perpétuai r^traint ; the laâieft 

are AU seated à la ronde \ the gentlemen 

ffither , leaning on the ba^ik of their chëir^ 

or separated into small compact groupe. 

Every body rises at. tbte entranfce . of a new 

gnest» and iminediately resumeit a seat^ 

.irfaich is never finally qUitted until t^e mOr 

nent of departure* There is do bikitling» 

fio gliding» no shifting of place for porpos^ 

Xfï coquetry, "or vièws of flirtation ; ail is tt^ 

poée and iquietude amohg thé mdst ândmat^ 

ed and cheerâil péople in the wbrld. My 

l'estlessn;^ ahd açitivity iras a source ai 

'^eat astonishment . and amusenvènt ; tay 
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^alkicig ^constàntly ki the sti^èts ttid pub* 
lie gàrdeiis» and my having nearly made tht 
twir of Fbhj», on fpôt, were cited as^ impre-^ 
c^cte^ted €Vâtits la the history of femalè 
p«jra^mbulaticm« 

- Corning in vety late one uight^ to a grand 
réuniofh^ énftàe iny ecficuse, hy pl^ading thé 
&tigue I had CBoaunt^dd during the day; 
Mid I enumerated thé différent quartecs of 
the towp I faad walked Qver, thé public places 
I ha4 yîsited, the sights I had semi, atid ^he 
c«rds I had dropped.-^! perceived ixiy fftîë 
jtudikretô^^ listemqg to ipe at iîrft ^rith îaiefQ^ 
dulouB att^fitiên ^ theù '/ fMomtiAg'alter n^ 10 
i^sûn/^ through àll wy movenients, losing 
bveaiii> ciutnging cokmr, till ai last shç ex-^ 
eiaimrà : <^ Tmez^ madame^ je n^en pui$ plus. 
Encore un pa$^ ei je «^en reiimdrai, de plus de 
ijuinzé jcurêf 

Thit lave of .ftedenlary easé strudc me 
most particularly^ al; court. Àt one of the 
rec^tiohB x>f the Butch^ de Bern. (held 
4t the , Eljfsét B(mrbori)y we wére detained 
longer than had bc^ii expeoted in an anti- 
iQotn, waiting the arrivai of het iroyal high^ 
ness.frbte the Thùillerîes, Whkte she dined 
Hr^th tlfe kingi Thexç- wère a> gwat many 
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ladies» and but few sçate. On ^etj suie 
were to be beard, ^^ Ah, seigneur dieu !. que 
cW ennuyeux/ Comment peut^on se 4emr^ de* 
boutt comme ça? Madame, je meur$ de fhtigjàe^^^ 
&c. &c. A few nights before, at tbe play 
given at the Tfajuilleries> several ladies, ex<* 
tr^nely well accommodated a» I thought» 
left tbeir places» in search of otberB» where 
they might be more at :their ea^e; wbilé £nt- 
glish ladies of tbe higbést rank wttè ptishing 
and squeemog» and standing, too happy to 
beadmitted, on any terim> to wttnësa the 
spectacle of a court play, performed in tbe 
miagnificeitt théâtre» wbich rec^lis ail the 
splsndonr, and much more than the^elegance 
of tlie ïamoos salle desmackkwofLd^s XIV. 
The fiarmality bowever of those circka» îb 
vhich it is the Êishton to reflact the manners 
of the ancien régime, is not uniVérsaL - Thère 
are nsany sets and sodeties, in t\m imm^se 
range of Paii^ian company ^ in which the 
most perfect easepreyails; where it i» per- 
mitfed to sit» or st^and» or loange^ to put tbe 
feet on the fender, or the elho'W on the table, as 
repose may dictate^ or^miliarîty induce; 
ivbere the lady of the howe dpes not jw»-^ 
tivelyxïxmt that her guQSt mvst occupy tbo 
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dfiîtiiigiibhed bergèrefnKyt shtiâders ai the 
Tiiigaf choice of ah humble ^^chme de pailie;'^ 
whâreeacfa persdn is left to cobsult his ôwn 
c*se^ accordîng to tbe dicteates of his ôwn 
fe^Ungs> wîtHout j?efer6ncè to ruies of eti- 
qu€îbte, or to the established ^' bon^tonde ia 
pcifjhitemmt bmne cûmptj^fiie'^ ' 

« Tliei ^ great attraction ' mÛ cemeiit of sodie- 
iji iiï France^ îs conveïisatidn ; and, generally 
speakîngv ail formi^ anfd à^rrangemente tend 
towards its proniotion. No rival sptendors, 
no ostentations display, no indiscriminate 
mnUitiide'make a part^of its scheme. The 
tâteiits, wbich lend tbeir charm ^ to â'>Gial 
èommiinîon^ are ^tiitiated far beyottd the 
rank that might dignify,\>r the piagiîifficfence 
that îïiighfcfiMiorri it. In tWsalén/^^ Vifcgil 
wonid take his place with August;ii«, ' and 
Vdltairt with Gondé.^* I hâve seen Denon 
and Hœnbblt rcceiT^d with d^îgbt^ «Irhere 
prince and miniétars weré beheldNwith ici-* 
dififereiïce. ^ - ' ^ ^ 

<^ Et* des lioh«Bêr tel» qu' eux maBchwat à xâliè dés 

; lîb^i w>Qietif» joC JPlaçis, Jiptve Qp t j^^ajiflai^n 
tcd. :>t*iér itofiçssity ,0f XipflS, 4Ç^ ,^e€fp f?ï^ 

from the door, and to giY^,gti}»*»l«* *^i^^ 
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piloioptly-ejtbaustiied a^tentioû of iliâUioDAbte 
ii^wiity. Tbe DekH-L^mtkf <4 htm ton» irh» 
y»¥^n av^fty their iQxbteDCei in tbe aaaemUies 
qS Londoii. are as upknowji m Paiis, as tboie 
ùàt«llectual jug^ers, wbo playoff their'*qUips 
gpd ciaoks/' for tbci snnu^eioent of prospcr- 
ous dulness, or thpse more mtmiHJ artiatfu 

who ". tnmble" tbeimelyes into fiisbiwïable 
ooitoriety, and .wbd Iriequently, witijout re* 
cotmpense, a» wttboiut esteem» " sjbrut tbeir 
bnur up9ii thé dtàge, .an4 then are hçiurd no 
more/' 

' Knowledge iod^eid i^ so much diffusi^d* I^n4 
i tasfae ior ^çientifîç itiyeistigaUon $o st^^u-^ 
oUsly cultivated, in France, th^-t ju^gtaeot 
9eei»s to approAch the jwfecwion of majthe^ 
œatical côitainty ; md tbe iM^aral tact of 
the p0Ople» the quxckneds of th«ir p^rç^p^ 
tien, thi» atreogthened by cultîvatioiif 1^?^ 
pretensiàa hopelew of sBccess. Th«fe infra^ 
lâbly. " li sm0ir dtmif un faU devient impfr^ 
tinence.'' Many foreign charlatjsma» who 
hâve teeii for a tim© €OUAt^)aiM:çd in E«- 
glandt and crpwned with comptète Bftccess 
hi Ireland^ hàVé béen tde public langh of 
Paris, the amusement o^idl^tis, and thé cois-« 
^«Httpt of the l£arne4; ^ ^ 



sociÉtY. £41 



. »** Eàgagê^ 'ùùs sujets à se maner le phaôt 
jpe^iidk/' is thepplitical ordinanceof a Freîich 
Writer$ strietly ofeeyed in France^ The youthr 
df' bbth sexes iiiSàrry no Wi m formerly • mtich 
entier tban in En^gklnd ; and without pausing 
tô' €<in8*def the efFecte of such prématuré 
tim^n^, uponftïtot^ and polttical liFe, it is very 
ifbvidus that the pleasures of private society 
^Â materiaUy by the change. No ma-f 
hoetivring motherSj nor candidate daughters^ 
appear ùpon the scène, bent exclusively on 
canvasising for a màtrimoniâ.1 élection,* A^^ 
r&éoivéei vfïth maternai amour^propré^ or agi- 
tated'by fears of rivalry, or hopes of con*- 
qtiëst. No cautious heir, suspieidus of undne 
in/îuence, wraps hîmself Up in the saifety of 
àiienùe, and in the affectation of n^lect, 
whisfiering his nothing^ intb the ear bf bis 
èqualiy cautions coilipanions, and Viotating 
èvery fdrm of good breeding, by a strict ob-^ 
servanc^ of the rules— -of prud^rUi réservée 
Young umnarried womeny indeed^ seldom 
âppear in sôciety, e^tcept in the domestrc 

* ' H. - 

'^ 1 Il u— I L- - - ~ — I I ■- I - ■ t. LL— jm 

* An beirets by no means makes the same sensation, in 
f^rance, as amôngst us ; because it b generalljr.understood 
tbat suitable anangefnaits hâve bèen nÀde fer heioesta- 
blidiment, before she appears in public. 
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(jifde, or ai the bmls^pariiy wbicb Are nuià^ 
(ûenUy nutoeraua i» Û)e fp»y 9»ae9i} ^ Paris, 
tA^fiord araple acratxies of. ploA^iuré lEiad jtist* 
•ipKtiott, anii wtùch hegi!)iBân|| > end eiidi«g 
fiBurly, a)vd b«ing devoted t^o tb«ir gr9«:«ful:afld 
fik^^t (iMcai, are infinilel^ mwTQ cab^wlfUtaé 
for jTûuthful rrcreation» tban th« lnJte li9iMf9 
1^1^ U'Owbolâsaiiie orow4s of Looidoo^«a$jBn 
bWi wbfieyoutb «o^soon loMiitoâpii'tti^âd 
iiê bWâm, . cyid wbere ^he eAcii) i^bibH|«4 
be^uty gcotws aUle o» tlie ^wifely i^jf^ <»f 
£»dMo)ie Ist^êore it ha» »ccos)pli$)b^ tbfç«H^ 
of it3 annuftl *nd aifhtiy ©xbibilionR>** . \ • 
. Macrijkge» j^^ atUl pvetl^ geAQri»% Wr* 
K^nge4 by t;be^ prudence and fpr«sigti* qf /^ 
4(im*iïarr#«i;î but day^btens ai^ no bwgeptStbwH» 
v^ f9^ coPY^tsi, tiU tbê day oi tb^Mrnv^idte^i 
oor i3j»> tb^ oiiraiemned to bebold f^s ^. 
&rst tini« tbâir hasbaiOd and their ktv^r'» :9^?î 
q)Ofit»ftthQSMnpmomfipt. Ed«kc«lied «bi^j^ 
at ho»e, tili^y! qiiagie ifïth tbe «ii«1^9W^ 
gttfi«ta. of Um^ nHi,tefinal ciroliB, Ironie wbkb Itbft 
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» Vesry yQUi)|^^rla 4© nçh W gf ne»l» finç^i^ent the soire^s^ 
or mère conversational societies, because they do not them- 
màyok àmwt it. To Im11« »Qd. to. conçerii t)^ gQ a» a 
nmdk earlior a^^e, ^(uk i> nouai ih -Saglwtd.} vsà tb$iM-il 

mail, of any a^e, can go.tq «bart. 
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companion of theîr fiittire \ïh h net anlre^ 
quentiy cbosen ; fixià ÈÏnte inclirieltion is lieiféi 
vtoittedy iior repugnanc^e resiM;«d^ k must 
ofteti happ6n Mttong the yôling, tlie plèfâsîAg^ 
and the susceptible, thàt daty ànd preferefnéiè 
mày go togéthéf, *nd ôbëdiéhc» krtôw th«t 
*^ ii est douêc de trouver, ddf^ un amùHt ^u^on 
ûime, itn èpéuw g«€ Pan doit ctitHtr.** Tô this 
tùuf be addèd, thât a young FrenCh WOtAaft, 
Kk« a youBg Engîish woman, may fotWai^ 
paretxtal ambition, by her ovirn aspirki^ 
V*e#s^ cMd *' d&fmér dam ta seigneiêHe,^ ^ifh 
a ready rê'càfrtation of the rotùdinûà dogmet 
of ** lote in à cott^e,*' wbich in thé eod ftt^ 
qxieatly turm out tô be a cottage, i^ithou€ 
k>ire. 

The^MirFrench yoùth of bôth siexés, 6f thé 
présent gertération, are pecùiiarly dit^tingniifeH 
eu by âll the génuine and delighÉful chefràcU 
teristies of that most dèlightfftt period àt 
hiiman éxistenee. Spiritëd, energétite, fraâk^ 
and commcAiicative^ they bave foand fhè 
order of things^ umler wbich th^ havè beétr 
brougbt up, pecùiiarly faTOurable to l^éiF 
Édoral development. The military and thé 
i^enti^ éducation of the young men hâve 
attted nkitoally âind favoia^bly upott taSdtt 
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appréciation of scientific knowledgc^ and de«« 
stroying that false estimate of usele$s and 
frivolous acquirements^ which made the merit 
and the charm of the abbés and petit-maitres 
of the old régime. None of thèse fluttering 
insects now appear^ hovering round the toi-' 
lette, and swarming at the levées of beaùty ; 
lisping their critiques on patches and poetry^ 
deciding with importance on a tragedy or a 
cosmetic» and claiming it as an equal dis-" 
tinction, to judge the merits of an epigranii 
or pronounce on the fiounce of a petticoat. 
Of thèse *^ unfinished things*' not a trace re- 
niai ns ; and I hâve seen the sudden appear-* 
ance of a London ^^ dandy^* make as great a 
sensation in a French assembly, by its no- 
velty and incomprehensibility^ as ;iiii|en the 
omithosynchus paradoxus came to confound 
the Systems^ and dislocate the arrangements 
of the naturalists, at the ^'ar^^in des plantes. 

I was one evening in the apartment of the 
Princesse de Volkonski (a Russian lady), 
awaiting the.commejicement of one of her 
pretty Italian opéras, .when one of thèse 
^^ fashion-mongering boys/^ as Béatrice calU 
them^ newly arrived in Paris, appeared iat 
the door of the salon, flushed with the çon-; 
scious prideof the toilette, and reconnoitriog 
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^e Company through his glass. I had the 
honour to be recognized ■ by him; he ap^- 
proached, and half yawned, half articulated 
some enquiries, whiçh he did not wait to be 
answered, but drawled on to somebody elsc, 
whom he distinguished with his notice. A 
very pleasantlittle French woman, the daugh- 
terof the Comte de L-s-ge, was talking to me, 
whetï my English merveiiJeux joined us, Mad. 
de V—— stared at him with unsated curio- 
mty and évident amusement ; and wheti he 
had passed on, asked, ^^ mais q'vi^zt^ce que cela 
veut dire?'' I answered, ** C'est un dûndi P^ 
^^ Un dandi/'* she repeated^ '* un dandi/ 
c'est donc un genre parmi vous, qu^un dandi f^ 
I replied, '^ no; rather a variety in the 
species." I endeayoured to describe a dandy 
to her» as well as it would bear définition ; 
asking her, whether there was napendant forit 
in French society ? " Mais, mon Dieu, oui;'* 
she replied; *^ nos jeunes duchesses sont à^peu-^ 
près des dandis,'"^ 



♦ I was told that many of thô young dutchesses, who now 
«laiqi the suprême privilège of the " di Vine fffbouret, ei 
fvi se traduissent en ridicule, malgré leur qualiiè," asii 
«urne m ak of çuperiority pver t^ kss pivileged çlAôseSi 



Mm, l iii^t, ^itU â^oitber of th^ tciloe m tbe 
hot^) of tbe ;BArQn P«i»QiH |{» vW «lyowg 
diplpm^tist. ftnd a4<lQd t^ weight of ofi^c^ia^ 

veUifiUff, A980pi^Uug P»ly wttb bis QWR 8f(y^ 

^a»^) t^ p»$««d with l^n^id ûidifferepcc 
fr^nn oi>e olgect to anoUer» in Xh^ «f^entlid 
collection h» had b6^ biionght t^ 9«9 & but 
vtthout 4IM9 noticingt by w^ oi k>ok,.'tèfe 
f^fDimni^ and cçWbf«t^ peraon» vbo wa» so 
iDQQh viftora woriihy of aUcotioo» tban Q^ne« 
thç tr:çmuris bc pos^i^^ed. M. Deno», te© 
xçimh amused to be Imrt by this -want of good 
mam^t^ in bis guest, followed bim, «itb a 
i<K>H pf pl«aaed attention. I- coidd altqpst 
|fac& in bis eye a désire to place this modem 
f^nriosity amoag bis Chinese joaaes, and bam« 
1P)0f» pagodas. Wben this mre speeimcaL of 
** fttamt fuhiom of thé. timet" took hit 

l^ve. Mon». D « exciained with ^amihi^ 

and a shrug of the shoulders : .*' Qttf/ dréle de 
corps qu'un dandiV* I was surprised to find 
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fAà(^ i «ipppamt tnduceéa Freocà gentl«nant« dtajerlb-to! 
Me, as tfke Dvu^eas de paseed by us: ^ JD« totiélet 
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tbai the Ëgyptiàn tràveller haû s9' iAv e%^ 
tended his stîtidjr of tkè huttlan cbatlftctifi*^ M 
td disÉo^er at once an lE»tïg\kh dafêd^ ^ hf iti 
genefic characteré 

By thoâe accustdtneà to tbe syitama^c po^ 
liteness ànd ceremônidus <:âtirt»y of tht oM 
roginlé^ tfae military yotith df Fralice are at4» 
cused of a brusquerie ^ a certain force and blUfit*^ 
ness of manner^ foreign to the national Hrbâ^ 
nity w It is tLoti certain tfaat ^* ïêB gfaoeà^ do 
nôt .nOM^ ï^é^t that hômage^ whiah thé 
^* petits fnmt^ùk^ à falùm rouges,'^ o£S^èd oà 
ibei^ altais in former times. Bô^g are ^ no 
longèt- stodied iû thd ^^ smd ostehit^^ of idld 
cohipliiâekitv î)eMr petite ^bims^kommek of 
eight^cars old Would addresa tbeir handmtna 
motiiei^^ like tbo little Duo de Maine^ and 
c)%claîm> ^^ x^w êtes belh coMme un ange/'' The 
€lé¥d» of the polytoehitic nhoolsy atid of tUe 
Lycées^ hâve m^rè of the cavdës» batdisetoj 
wbieh (tistingdisiicé the mahly puj^iMof W^eM^ 
minster and Hatrow, tirtn tbe * ■ petits s&inf 
and *^ jolies to ur n ure s ,*^ with-which the Httle 
RidhelîeQ» won hemié amd mtned tepetàtiotis, 
^ftfleéfi. Atïdthùrtjgh iheàe yottng, àtyd gé- 
neralîy ardçdt votariés ot science possesa le$s 
eruditio», and ara less groi^ided in elaêsical 
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lorei tbao tbeprofound scholarsof Cambrid^, 
or tbe ^giUEit students of Oxford, they aro 
gtill far more extensively acquatnted witb 
every branch of useful knowledge, with his- 
tory, science, and philosophy, than the bestof 
tteir prcdecessors, under the ancient régime. 
If fewer Arnaud», Daciers, and La Mottes 
are to be expected from t\\e rising génération, 
the schoois of science promise abundance 
crf worthy* snccessors to the D'Aleimberts, 
the Diderot3, the Cabanis, the Bichats, the 
La Places, the Bertholets, a,nd the Cuviers. 
The belles-lettres of their national litera-^ 
ture seenL to come to the French youth, as 
reading and writing did to Touchstoncj by 
nature. Persons of ail classes quote the 
popular authors of the last hundred years, 
as if they had imbibed their effusions with 
their first nourishnaent, and no piœ is asham» 
ed to Write like a mao of Itetters ; nor, how-» 
ever high his rank, confines himself to tl^ 
" style d'un homme de quflltéi'\ w « 

*"^^— " I >—»■—— ^y—y»*i^ I 1 ^ ■ I « 1 I I I 11 1 .,.. ^11 ' . m il ' i i , r ,, 

♦ Tha^ is no cirçttmstapçe);îii thie aiq>e9i^mce,0f;/tlLe 
National Institute, more ^rikinff and jmore iateiçestiiw^ 
than the vast proportion of young men, who ha,veforce4 
themselves, by superior talent, tvithiii its waïls. 

t A phrase much m fitsStkion, befbré thé revcSution^ wa» 
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The iaw of consaription^ and still more the 
perspnal iniluence which Napoléon exerted 
over the higher ranks» by inducing or by forci- 
ing thêir sous^ at an early age^ into the anny^ 
fnuch interrupted the course of éducation, 
and checked the progress of élégant acquire* 
ment. But in ail âges, and ùnder ail reignsr, 
the army was the hereditary profession of the 
young French nobility; and the elder soni; 
were as invariably guidons and colonels, as 
the cadets were prelates and abbés. I can, 
ho\rever, on my o wn expérience sU^test the 
ardour, with which the young men of the 
highest rank, civil and military, return to 
their studies, from which they had been 
forcibly estranged. I hâve known the young 
heirs to the most distinguished names in 
modem celebrity, to the most illustrions 
titles in historié record, not less regular and 
assiduous attendants on the daily lectures of 
Cuvier, St- Fond, Fourcroy, Haiiy, than 
those who hâve tp subsist by the exercise of 
their ac(juired talents. 



I I' 



^écrire m hommeide qualité.^* <^ C^tst. dommage qu^ 
ta réooluHon iêniise iàtçurce 4c toU$ ces bms ridicul€9%^* 
pays a modem satiriste 
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It iê this attention tô icieQtific atid ^ht^ 
kMophical rdsearch^ whioh occupiez» lo gène- 
«lly the marniogs of youtig Frefichineki^ and 
throws an imputation on the capitaU that 
th&» are fev g^itleman-like persons to be 
•seen in its strôets* It is quite true that ;t]ie 
young men in thdr black àtocks w(xd shabby 
iiatSi hurrying irom lecture td lecture^* hai« 
teoâng to catch the hours of one publio Itbrary, 
or to overtake those of anothevi whether an 
fiiot, in thtir ^^ Bogeys Anglaiêes^^* or in their 
;own ili^appointed cabriakis^ are by no m«an6 
90 otnamental to a great city^ a» those ^^ neat 
and trimly dreified'' votaries of E^gli^hf îom 
flhidn, who, for thebenefitof the public^ and 
their ovrn gratification, parade tlieir pâtso^s 
and their ennuie at $tated honU», in stoted 
places ; Who présida over the £^ld» of a:necl^*- 
cloth^ or dictale the varnish which ;shouId 
iHa»trate a boot. Street exhibiti<M!i »$> ind^ed^ 
wholly unknown in Paris ; and no fi^an» yoiing 
jsrold^ fbunds his cêlébrity on mailing his 

* The number of public institutions, establi^ed andl 
supported by govemment for national éducation, ait well 
MtemM, aM a sufficietit proof of thd unifmsÉl «y^ion 0f 
kiioiNPt6dg«, «d of dKtgcaesal«|]plkati0»lotMM^tf 
risiog génération. 
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oHrn eoachmaii» or upon the superior eKcel- 
leoce and apprâatment o£ hi$ ^ism^-otif. The 
extrême on the other side df the ques^tion 
junottnt», indeed^ too frequently to the ludi- 
crous ; and tfae point of préférence must be 
left to the umpire of those, who are interested 
m; and adéquate to the discussion* 

The settlement of the French government^ 
iinder thé impérial reign, produced that pub- 
lic calm, which i$ lEivourable to the retum of 
thelong<^scatteredlightsof science and leara* 
îng ; and public instruction was ré^assumed 
with a vigour and unîversality, almost un-* 
precedented in any other countiy. The 
régime of the Lycées comprehended the study 
of literature, ancîent and modem, the ffla- 
thematical and physical sciences, as they 
apply to gênerai life and to professions. To 
thèse branches wcre added the modem lan- 
guages ; and six years was the tirae fixed for 
the studies of the pupil.* 

* The number of écoles^ pfytanées^ lycées^ écoles 
ipétkdts^ colkgea^ iMadeniiet, aad inttitutss, whtch sac-* 
meàmà 10 the tea ccdkgea ^' de pleine exercicty^ whcre th* 
Ftooch «dd liaUm hudguagee were tati|^t, whh theelogy^ 
. kiti^iMiiàcine^ aad tte arta^ «tt countleM* Theologjr ^àane 
\% 4 sotfliarar^by the a]K)Iît>oxi of theanciçnt temiMuriet. 
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' The pblytechnic school, devoted to thc 
inathematical, physical,. and chemical scU 
ences^ and to the graphie arts, was destined 
to form and educate pupils for thè service of 
the nation,* How well, and how willingly 
the young éiéves fulfiUed the intentions of the 
législature^ in its foundation, was evinced 
during the struggle which France made 
^ainst the arms of Europe^ in 1815; when 
this little band of boyish heroes defended the 
beights of Mont^Marte, with an energy of 
epirit, a desperation of courage» and a display 
of skill, which would hâve consecrated any 
cause ; and which rëcalled the youthful bands 
of Sparta, fighting in honourabie and dear 
alliance for glory aàid for death.f 

I hâve at this moment before my eyes onç 



i^p^^— ^ I ' I ■ ■ 'I ■ Il ■ t — — >T— ^■— r— ■— ^T*^^r 



* "Napcdeon latterly cxdted the jealou^ of the pupils of 
Ihepolytechnic school^by the exclusive attention he paid tQ 
the military school at St. Cyr. 

t Suddenly called from their classes into service, with 
only the benetit of a few weeks' exercise and discipline, to 
prépare them for the arduous conflict, they were appointèd 
to serve the artillery, destined to cover the approadi ta 
their positions ; and théy strewed the spot Mrith the bodi«s 
çf the énemy, defending their pos^tiU the barriers could 
no longer be protected. Gh'eat nu«d)|»rs of tfaém vrerè 
found dead npon t)ie guns they had so galbintly woxked^ 
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of thèse/* vétéran youths/^ as I once beheld 
him, describing the évacuation of Paris by 
the Fr«îch troops ; and never did tbe mind 
ermite a finer vision of self-devoted patriotism, 
with ail the harmonizing attributes of spirit, 
grace^ éloquence, and passion, He spoke of 
the emperor^ merely as a great captain» 
vorthy of the dévotion of his soldiers, by hi» 
Personal bravery and military genius.— 
*' But/' added he, " it was not for htm we 
fought— it was for the fast-eclipsing glory of 
France that we struggled; and even, when 
ail seemed lost, to othersy hope still remained 
to us/ The troopjs, afiflicted, but not dis- 
eouraged, even when the barriers of Paris 
were forced, were still eager to rally, to save 
the country, or to die upon the bayonets 
of the eneiny. But shameful dégradation, 
not glorious death, awaited them : they were 
hunted out of Paris, and ordered, by the 
command of foreighers, to retire to the lonely 
destination of their ignoble retireat. Oh ! 
then, what passions agitated the breasts of 
the brave, when the death they supplicated 
was denied them !'' 

He paused, and added, in a hurried tone, 
*' The march of the troops, through tbe 
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uktttks of Parité liras dbancieriied by ail tfae 
fiercest wîldness of despaîr» a»d wm witneased 
by its wcepÎDg popuiatton wîth sympathetie 
émotion. The men âung <k)wn tbeîr am^^ 
aad reftued to obey tbeir affiœts; they toie 
their hair, they rent their garmento^coumge 
unsubdaed^ spirits unbroken, imtîgnatîoa 
«pnrestrained^ shame uncoticealed^ ail mingled^ 
aU betrajed their sympton» in their àis^ 
tracted movement» ; and their aries bécàtne 
hoirls> whea^ for the htst timey they wsre 
drawn beymid the barriersof tkaf proisdcîfcy^ 
which their arms and bkK>d had nearijrmade 
the mislress of the irorld !^ 

«^ You witncBsed^ then, the sceoe?'' 1 
asked, affectée by tiie emotioiis of thB yorag 
narrator: 

" Si je rai wu^V* he esiclaiined, his ûyes 
fiashing fire throiigh> tbe tears tbat goshed 
firom them. ^^ Madmne^jt $uh mm-^même mm 
brigand de ia Loire/^ 

He had, in fact^ méy returned to his family 
a few weeks before. Shoald the high-ttiinded 
Mad. de B^-^s-^-refind in this slight sketch a 
resemblance to her gallant son, fthewill judge 
of the impression madeoaniy miwiby thecha* 
racter^ spirit> and éloquence of the QVigtnaL 
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. .But, 'ilrhik BiôiiMteries atid cofive&ti no^ 
rtlsa^Qiireyfîfy dde; whïle UrsuHnes and C^èrrA» 
mèl^s m^m Ire^rive siiid miiltipiy hf royal 
QvdihanceS; and by princely encduragemçbti 
tiié Folyteclmic Scfeool U no «lore. Nor 
cotilà tbe bravery, spÎTit, iand dévotion of 
tt6 fmpils gave it from that dêgradatèort; 
with mhich ail institutions, mai kéd by the 
energyaftd choracter of «he âge, are over- 
whetmed in the new corder of administration. 

Evea the course of female éducation, se 
ob^lôcisly imp«>ved withîii the ïist thirty 
ye^i^, bas receïved * new direction^ and as- 
sumes the cbaracter ôf the rules and ordi* 
«anees of th« convent of St. Cyr. The ac- 
cowplished womeai,* fonnerly at the head of 
the national seminaries, fôr the eduçatk» of 
female youth, are now either displaced, io 
»ake way for pious abbesses, or obliged ta 
adopt vows and rules, perfectly monastic. 

The mmson (Péducation at Ecouen, where 
three hundred daughters of military men, 
and public fiinetionacîes were cducated, has 
ïtecenJtly undergone a change that amowitsr 
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• l Ijelij^ç a^ hm^r^ dir^treaa en chef, of the achool 
o£ the Legipn of Hoûour, waa Mad. 4e Caropau, vidow 
of thé celébrated Gen. CampaU. 
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to its dissolution ; and dming the time that 
I was at Paris> a pitched battle was saki to 
bave taken place, between the few of its 
original pupils> who still remained, and the 
host of yoiing royalist and emigrant îddieSi 
who hâve recently fiiled up its ranks. I was 
assured that their missile contest rivalled^ in 
force and energy, the cejebrated concteve 
battle, when cardinals laid aside arguments 
for blows, and ink-homs flew where hypô- 
thesis had resounded. 

Talking over this curions circunistance 
to an old royal ist lady, who had two daugh^ 
ters at Ecouen, she exclaimed, '* Pour ces 
jeunes Buonapartistes, ce sont des petites vipères 
à étouffer ! ^^ The same lady assured me that, 
having placed her son in a military school 
immediately after the king's arrivai in 1814; 
the conflict of political principles ran so high, 
between the royalist and Buonapartist boys^ 
that she was obliged to withdraw her son, in 
terror for his limbs or his life. . 

The change, in the female seminaries of 
éducation, are said to be aflfected by the pious 
zeal and active interférence of Mad. La Du- 
chessé d'Angouleme, who personalljr inter- 
ests herself in the nomination of both pupil» 
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and directresses. Other Madame de Gla«-f 
pions* are now sought for, :^ealous and severe 
Itô thfe cbattning'aclïe^ of Mordecai, to re- 
store rules> whichsiie alohe. could préserve 
ainong the ratber/ restive young ladies of 
St, Gyr^ whose ; wanderings and extasies on 

divine: lùtef .forced the tUusti'ious foundress 

• , . . . ... 

♦ Mad.. àe Glapion, sup^rioir of St. Cyt, seems to 
b$vé 'OW(§41^^r dî^înption and deyation to her perfbnnance 
qfMordec^f tpff.J.eWy ia o^e of t}i€^ pious tragédies acted 
by the young i^ovices of that institution, for the amusement 
ôf the king and the i:ourt. 

There was à maliciôus report, whén I waâ at Paris,* 
among the anti^r6yalJstS|lthat Monsieur ChtUeaubrimuTs 
M,S. tragedy of " Mosesj*^ which has been so ôften read, 
in private socîety, îs (o be goi up by the young ladies of 
EcôUen, by permission of Madame, in imitation of the 
JEsÛttr and Athalie of Raeine» ^< Dts voix pures ei vk'^ 
gma^$%-^ cis Mad. êe Suard calls the singera of St. Cyr, 
are to.(;b%u^t..tl]le cho^uses of Mùses^ which aresaidto' 
resemble, in figurative ardor, the Songs of Solomon ; and 
the saintly, though laical, aulhor himself is to perform 
the part of Mosesy and to lead his fkir tribe to the land of 
promise. 

f The divine love of Mad. Guyon had such an e£fect 
•n the young ladies of St. Cyr, and her " court moyen'* 
exerted so powerful an influence, that, says their élégant 
historian, " on étoit en contemplation^ on avait des ex^ 
iases; le goût pour Foraison devenoit si puissant^ que tous 
les devoirs étoient négligés /'' 
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ta dedàre^ ^* TèimnpéiM ^teux ûvbip à gàu^ 
temer un tmfù^i/' "^ • 

Thfi «mon of tont^tch atid fkîth^ of 
dogmas aild doctrine, wtth ii6uns^ and prcH 
houns, excites, oo the part of thè ulira^^ 
boundloB adiairatiovi fot the royaf pemonàgë, 
wt» revireB a mods of ^dtieatioA long ^ik^ 
ploded, and which had certainly no influence 
on female moraU^ as tbe conduct of the Cha- 
teauroux aàd de Priés> and the Mantint» 

* • « « 

évince. But opoii MI ôècàsiôrt j tïîè^ uîti'dk'. 
merit the eulogîum, applied tp thétn oy the 
deputy of Rouen^ ^/ Messi^urs^Je voiis trotfve 
tùîifûutê plUé rtyûl qtie It Roh ^t pi^ réiigitUM 
ifte le Pape."" ' 



, » • 1 » 
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*" . ■ ■ . . ■■ , ., | ,,, i ^ m j i T' u', V ■,; * , } ^ T? 

The resmlt tbeii oi thi» oY«v4imkiéd pieiy <uid YeH|tl6ûÀ 
observance^ m%fA% ù9Af lo hàv^ bee«i Ùtt^ nêgléctifig ùt 
ioiperiouB dutk», ànd the subsdltukm ùf^okm» ibr<}^âCM 
tioal virtues. '■';•■ ^'" ^ ni ,^ •' ' -i 
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" There ought to be a System of manners în every na*- 
lion, which a well-formed mind would be disposed to 
relish. To raake us love our country^ our country ought 
to be lovely." 

BURKE. 
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Woman.^^Her former Influence^ and actual Posi^ 
iion in French Society. '^National Characierittics. 
-^Madame D*Houdetot. — Married Life. — Ga/- 
îantrifj MannerSy Edtœation.^^Domesiic Habits. 
—The Femme de Ckambre.^^La Bonne.-^Do^ 
mestic Servitude. *— The Toilette. *-« The Royal 
Trousseau. 

In ail considérations of society, whether 
political or moral, the mind habitually di- 
rects its views to those relations, which spring 
from the intellectual and physical forces of 
man alone. But there is a light and oma^ 
mental capital, crowning the massive cq* 
lumns of the social édifice, upon which, when 
the mind has estimated the depth of the 
foundation^ and the strength of the base^ it 
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Tests with pleasure and récréation. Fragile 
and délicate, fiill cf gmce, arid replète with 
harmony, this last work of the almighty 
architect seems to typify the benevolent in- 
tentions, which originated and planned the 
whole structure pf création. 

Woraan, in ail régions, and under ail in-^ 
stitutions, as wife, and as mother, exercises, 
through the delightful médium of thèse sa- 
cred ties, a direct or 99 jpiiirect influence 
on the constitution of society. And it is a 
^lious pamdox that in tfee country, where 
• <ihe has reîened with the most unlimited con-» 
trout^ ^e has been denied ail chartered Ju- 
rîsdiction in itç political goverriment. Thére 
.'seenis, however^ to hâve been at ail times 
a conventional agreement, in Frençb society, 
to counteract the severe proscription of thosq 
^ic l#.ws, which ^efteinly wer,ç pot e^:^ 
];)Usb0(}, Q» tiie priesumption o^ female 'm^^ 
i^lity to m&^ ;* since, »fïâpV tjj^ titj* of 
HUS/ç^KT^ wpipea ^vç goyerm^ the h^lm 

dinal Mazarin declared that the Salie law w^ established^ 
becâuse it was always td be dreaded that a queen would 
he niled, *^* par des txmànts incapabks de GewvÉRir** 



with aU th^ d^spotûm af the most absolutel 
monarehy» aadi oeca$iQnally with a tyranny, 
whicb bas been justly charged against tbem 
as a reproach^ by tbe satiriste of France and 
çf Qtbêr coMn tries. 

Womfin bave never been called to tbe 
tbrone of élective monarcbies, nor bave taken 
9ny sbAne in nepublican governments. Tbeir 
geniui^> tact^ i»ud address suit bçst with tbe 
jin€$^^^ wbieb ru)es tbe cabinets of bereditary 
and despotic monarchies. Tbe fair Gabri* 
elles and tbe Entragues had no poweç^ in the 
coijrt pf ÏJçnry JV, when opposçd in bis ^ 
inind: to tbe wisdom of bis minister Sully, 
wbope govemment stlmost approacbed to the 
vigonr of republican rule. Tbey had a very 
différent influença lipon the a|f?iirs pf tbçir 
yoyal Vpver, frpm t^at çxerçised in the courts 
of Louis XIV. and XV. when tbe women 
ereated niarshals, displaced ministers, in--> 
trigued with foreign cabinets, and corre- 
8ppndçi[î witb iflgiperip(l ^overeignty.* Jt wa« 



. U>^t ] * . 



. ^ It b pl^gsakit to ooMid^r how much tbe a£&irs of 
Eiiyçpe mu«t bave been influeiiced, by tbe intrigues of 
Mêd« ^ Ponqpadour. Her reaentmèni ugainst tbe Duô 
de ^dieUm, iox sefuriag V^ nuirry bis son to ber daugH<^ 
ter, hrà ^ear)y «tw^d fi^al la WnM^^ ^ Ses fracasse^ ' 
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in thèse two reigns most especiâlly, that love 
and poli tics went liand in hand, and tbe rein» 
of governraent became entangled with the 
flowery bands of pleasure. 

During the progress of the révolution, 
woman gradually became circumscribed with- 
in her own proper sphère ; and when strength 
succeeded to feebleness, and force to intrigue; 
the delicacy of female perception, and the 
refinement of female agency, were no longer 



ries pensèrent f comme on verra^ faire échouer Venierprise 
sur MinorquCf 4*c«** Such waJB her conscioiid power^ thajt 
she oflered to make Voltaire- a cardinal, on condition of 
his writing a new version of the Psalms^ Her correqxmdT 
ence with Marie Thérèse, aod ^he hopifige pfiered her by 
that empress, are too well known to need comment. 

It is curions to observe the coolness with which even 
philosophy, in those days, eonsidered the influence of a 
royal mistresa. Voltaire, waa among the. flatterers of Mad. 
de Pompadpur ; and Rousseau, speaking of the IVfinistei^ 
de Choiseul, observes : ^^ // gagnoit dans mon esprit ati 
peu de cas que je faisois de ses, prédécesseurs, sans excepter 
Mad. de Pompadour, que je regardais cctmme Une façon 
de premier minisire. Et quand le bruit courut que^ dCellc 
QU de luij Fun des deu^ expuheroit Vautre^ je crus^ faire 
des vœux pour la gloire de la Franccj en.en faisant ^pouP 
que M. de Cboiseul triomphât»*^ Mad« (te PompaAoai^ 
has left behind her, in France, tJaé character of ah îgQQN 
xivnt^ 8h9llpw-iHinded> aàd.vindicûve. 
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in demand. Another and a better scène wa» 
opened to woman-s activity. Devoted ta 
end Jbr those, who had daims upon her feel- 
itigs and her exertions^ she cùnfined lier so- 
vereignty to a more domestic existence. It 
wôuld almost appear that this great evènt 
occurred, for the purpose of démons tratin^ 
iÂ * What noble extrêmes of heroism' female 
nature was capable ofattaining.* Thesplen- 

. * The coumgeous attacbtnent and indefatigable persé- 
vérance, >yhiçh the women.exhibited, during the reign of 
terror, w£^ most magnanimous. In the first instance, more 
than two'thousand womeh of condition presented them* 
selves before the Convention, to pètition*fiir the proscribed, 
.to wbam they baJd gWen abelter and protection, ai the 
ipreatest risk ; f^nd in many instances, when they could hq 
longer save or protect, they shared captivity, and evea 
death, with the objects of their pity or their afibctions. 
Antigone and the Crecian daughter afibrd not examples 
of filial affection, more heroical, than ^ere evinced iii the 
persevering endurance of Mademoiselle Cazptie, the lovely 
daughter of the charmingauthor of " Le diable amoureux/'* 
by Mad. de Paj^ac, and JMad. de ♦♦♦, the one sacrificing^ 
ihe other risking, heflife for their Ulustrious fiiend^ Ra»- 
baud St. Edenne, and Condorcet ; by thé mort than hei- 
foic, the afanost superhuman de Sombreuil, and by the 
^^oung and incomparaUe Mademoiselle de la Rochefbu<- 
cauld, wbo aaved the life of her aged iather itk the Vendeaa 
'VtBXBf ,by a courage and ingenuity whtch woman aione 
Jcnows how u> unteew '']?o th^e maji be added the. ma^yc^ 
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àiû portraits of açlf-iiiimol»tî0jn in tb^.€»aa9 
ef the beat feelingia and «f ^pétions of hmm? 
nity, urbicb m»ny of tbe illu^iriow yictîœ» 
of tbe wg» of terror Jefi b^bmd tbe?», h^vç 
•bed a gkwy upw tbe sçx, whoae diainfa^r^ 
eftof) virtws and hîgh cï^bilitiw they b%vf 
K> sigimlly iUui»traî«d. 

No longer dazzlfd i«d debwçd by tb* 
êp^màot pf a eorrupt court, 50 long th«|»t«i 
eynosureoî their«ex, the woœen of France 
leamed to hw tkeir ceuntry^ for whose sër* 
vice they now, for the first time, nurtured 
a future citizen at theîr maternai bosojooisi. 
^' Vçilà 4i¥9 fk q¥€ fffi 4i€vé$, pwr s§rçif 
Uur roiy*^ said an old royalist lady to me^ aâ 
she read a letter from her son^ on his march 
to quartens. '' And I/' said the mother 
of tbe gi^Haat général—" J'ai i:omffcr4 mon 

mmique Jih au service de sa patrie.** 



ipiiMs of Maitté, de Bussy, de Màiidiy^ Boland, àhd laf^ 
met least, the heiioic EUxabetk of Franfce, Hrho died the 
fkthn of «iftCerly aâfection. She mSght ^e^re aaved heratlf 
^ih her broAerB, who lied from France^ had she n&t 
]^refemd death, wîth her Hnfortiihate rdalions, w}^ m- 
«Mdned^-^Il te cnriods tD renaià, that aMad. La Valette 
dlâtitiguiriied hereelf hy h^ fesMtHe 4«(«iioiiNLtiQii \» àk^ 
-«ieh her hUibaiid, dui;iiig4faeraignofl#m>f. 



^ evercmà and aidmi»»ible ; ftnd tlie ii^fliienee 
of'mmm ^ing, tp » certain «xtmit, ahmy$ 

undue, her powers are particularly called forth 

in a State, wbejre the will of the soviÇff ig» i$ 
4fae Uw ; and vhec^ b$r Im verjr position hc 
i« throwti, for resôurce against his own ennuie 
apon female conversation and allnrentent. 

Jt i» thm that mistresses purchase the pri-!- 
vîlegB of ppUtical interférence, by the labottr 

oi am«sii^ socne royal sa4:rap^ ^^ ^i n'est plus 
amusabie;'^ and it was thus that for thirty 
yeara de Maintenon occppîed the J41ençsiji 
of tfcue king, and înfloçnçà the dwiftipns of 
•kis cabinet^ wheb ^ had tiK> loa^r beauty tm 
eharm, nor he susceptibility to be afctracted. 
Tbîs avenue tp female ambition has Ipng 
been clpped, in Fr^^ce, No lady now br ingf 

her dis4mff into the emuicil-chamber, «or eaa 
hope to be eomplimented by sorae obsequi- 
ous contrôleur^ général with : " Ehy quoi, ma-^ 

dam^p le grmd Colbert vpw a ifmc transmU ion 
âme V"* Bot although the eseeutim power oi 

-m * ' I. I II .1 1 1 I I I 

speech on some state qij^çt^^ uqA^ ^ ttjitw» çf *^ 
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the sex is confined to the sway of their rfo- 
mestic régimes, the philosophy of législation 
is by no means denied to their investigation* 



crafty DuTemey. This woman, who is described by co* 
temporary writen, as ^^ femme perdue f hUriguàntt^ spiri^ 
tuelle et Hberîine^*^ gôvemed fbr some time both France 
and the régent ; and was herself govemed by the four in« 
triguing brothers of the name of Paris. She was the cause 
that the fitmily of her royal lover did not give a queen to 
France. Offended by the coldness, with which Mad. de 
Yermandois receiyed her^ she left her in a rage, exclaim- 
ing : " Va; tu ne seras jamais reine de France-:'*'* and she 
felfilled her prédiction, by preventing the marriage of 
Xiouis XV. with one of the most illustrious, amiable, and 
lovely women of Europe. Mad. la Marquise de Prie gave 
away, or sold, places of the highest importance. The io^ 
dolence of the régent, and his dévotion to every species of 
pleasure and of dissipation, left a boundless scope to abuse ; 
and the same observation might be applied to hini, as 
Cardinal du Bois made of Louis XY. when the députiez 
firom the parliament of Paris came with a remonstcance te 
Versailles. The cardinal on this occasion dismissed them^ 
snying : " On ne parle jamais d'affaires au roi.** This 
Mad. de Prie once threw into the fire the remonstrances 
of theparliaments of Rennes, and of Thoulouse, observîng 
gaily, that they were of a " mauvais ton^* and ^^ sentaient 
la province ! ! /" Wlien she read some songs made against 
her conduct and character, she observed : " Voila ce que 
sont les François^ quand ils sont trop bien.** Such are the 
good oU timesy which the modem loyalty of England and 
of Fàmce seek to hâve restored ! - . . ^' 
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The reigning politics of the agitated day^ 
during Which I resided in France, were dis- 
cussed even by young women, with considér- 
able force and précision ; while the men Us- 
tened with indulgence^ if not with déférence. 
Feebleness and intrigue seem wholly to hâve 
yielded to open aad free discussion ; romancea 
are la^d aside for */ exposés;'' the prettiest 
women in Paris run through ail the intricar 
cies pf finance, with the accuracy of a chaa^ 
cellor of the exchequer ; and *^ iips, which not 
by words pleased only^' became éloquent ia 
the discussion of ^^ le BugetJ* . 

*^ N.ouê voici y ma chère y*- said Mad. de 
R — Ize, as I entçred one evening her salon.: 
" Nous voici tous y plus enfoncées dans les kor^ 
reurs de la politique, que la chambre des corn- 
munes et tout le parlement d' Angleterre 4t^ pour- 



voient rêtreJ'^ And she went on with an ar- 
gument on ways anfi means, which our arrivai 
had for a moment interrupted., Even po- 
litics, however, become amusing, when dis- 
eussed by a well-educated and élégant French 
woman ; and I hâve heard Ënglishmen of 
considérable talent and judgment déclare, 
. that the accuracy and précision of many fair 
politiciaris with vhom th^ had conversed; 
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eY6n 6a abstract points ol govemmeni^ w^nt 
far beycmd the ley«l ^^ifgned to the mental 
powers of their sex* 

It M this wide sphère of discussion, unre- 
stricted by ridicule and onlimited by fk^ioity 
which gives the play to their imagrnationy 
the force to their intellect, and tfaat charm of 
fecility, élégance^ and effect to their lan** 
gaaj^, which habits of gênerai conrersatton 
cin alone confer. It is tbus that they ar^ 
^ualiiîed to beôome tbe companions and 
friends of men, as well as their mistresses 
and wives. The coarseness of exclusive maie 
Society is not sought in France, to avoid the 
insipidity of female circles. Nor is ail wit^ 
brilliancy> and talent left behind^ with the 
efflpty decanters after difioer, to make room 
for thilF '• infinité deal of nothîngs/* which 
with us is presumed to be a tiecessary qualifi- 
cation for joining the maudlin priestesses ûf 

the tea^table^ 
Tbere is perhaps no couiitry in tbe world,. 

where the social position of wonan ôs so de« 
lectable, as in France. The darling chîld of 
Society, inrdulged, not spoHed, preaiding over 
its plea«uresi^ preserving its refin€flAents> tak^ 
ing notjbîng from ita streogtb^ addîi^ nti^b 



f^^um^mim 



of ail her faculties, retaitlifi^ thê AiH eitciowo 

m&ntùt^iiïmfpuce», iho pvit»m6 thegdlden 
found of ter hottbured«^iMeneë> limitéd 6tA^ 
â) hef course hy htt-BiehleaesÈ and her feiste i 
b^ hei' iraM oi* poMNëf ttnd al^ttceof idclhisu<^ 

ti^ to <^ Ot«t-st@p the «aodèsty Of iia^ur6/^ 
érto ififrîngô b^oti privilèges^ esi^lugivtsly- th« 

âici-lbute of thé âtrongev âdic. < 

îiiK To psKtfit the chameteir of wornart,-^ «ay» 
BidérOti, '^ yoo tnust' use the ft^athér of d< 
b^ttserfly^ witig ." He. laUst baye meant thé 
ûhktÉi/iÉtit of a Fren<>h w<^ati, who unités Co 
more ïoiid qualities mftny of the peouliap 
îlttribùteis 6f that lively imect. , Light, bfil^ 
Uant, ia<M ■ t^olatile» she ^eems to éutt^ on 
the surface of life , with -eSidlcï» adaptation» 
to its forms ; but qutok, »hm\rd> and ràpid, 
in her perceptions, she ^pèiavsto réaéh hy 
intuition, what intellect vainly toils to ôb*J 
tain by itiferencë and coiiibitHttion. MOftè* 
susceptible thau sensible, uMiIre aM'al^ii^d 
ti^ugh her imagination thau excited through 
hër beàtt, love is to her alniOst a, jeu d^et^imt. 
The distwst she inspires in bér4oveifi 'oét» 
fevOT!iriftly:fôr her intéi-ests • on tWenëtùn* 
iaConstsinOy<of mto ; iànà she ^o&àt&^ihe •du»^ 
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rabUityof her chain^ by the jC^rçlefisncKa witb 
vhiçh $he imposes it. ;^;.>: ; > 

. Sharing largely iq tbe. najtiQnal deference 
for tifîs of blood^ i»hê is peculiarly ada|)ted to 
the inQueqce of habituai attachments ; aod 
in what6ver othec couQtries friendêlnp .ipayi 
raisp jhei: altars, it is «i France, and by Frenclir 
women, pprhaps, that she will find Uieiiili^^t 
served. I saw, .dudog my résidence in tliat; 
country > so . many instances of this pure aad 
enoobling principle^; that for the- first (ime 
I comprehended tbc^. préférence of Rousaeau; 
for a people, amoçg wliom the .Ëpinaya; and. 
the I^ttxembovrgs afforded in his own, in- 
stance sp m%ny. iUustratfipnç of histhypoib^ia;; 
and where the Jriends he found compiep^ted; 
him fpr them^^rei^ and the/wife, ** qu'iin'aur 
ToitjatmUpfHenFrqnce*^ tir 

It is np vQiçQmmoa thing in that country» 
to see.the most. l^ting att^^chment succeed 
to the m.Q^: H vely. passion^; and ail that was} 
fitulty, in ;unticensçd love^ .bçcome ail that is 
respectable, in disintei^sted friendship. There 
is nothing mo|-e common in France, than to 
behpld long-attached friends pairing off from 
the more prosperpus lists of spciety, to unité, 
tbeir forces again^t the attaçb^ of adversity^ 
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àiiti who sufter with résignation, because they 
»uffer together. Thèse friendships, equally 
common between iudividuals of dififerent and 
of the sâme sexes, are tacit eulogiuma on the 
marriage state ki its btest aspect^ and indicatc 
the necessity of a sy mpatby of interests and 
feelings, with some being willing: to blend 
its existence and identîty with our own ; even 
when passion no longer animâtes, nor love 
céments the tie of the communion. 

I hâve at this moment présent in my recol-** 
lection many frietidS) whom I saw dwelling 
together in perfect confidence and intimate 
union ; providing for each other's wants^ in- 
dulgent to each other^s infirmitîes, giving 
mu tuai accommodation to each other^s weak- 
liesses^ and hand-in-hand stealing down the 
evening path of life, bereft of ail the côli- 
flicting passions, which àgitated its mpming, 
and retaining enough only of the heart^s vital 
heat> to warm the chill atmosphère of âge 
and debility. Oh ! thèse are the mi|d lights 
which gleam along the broken surface ofso-- 
ciety ; when the meteor blaze of youth and 
pieasure are extingui^hed for ever, by nature 
or by time. 

This détermination of the àiiefètions to- 
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ward» fei^ftdship» »o obsâw^farle aaton^ the 
French of ail cia^saes, «nd m.Qst parttci^iftrly 
amoDg the wotnen, saem^ tbe inber^n^ t«D- 
diency of tbe nation» and i$ by no nieians a re- 
Tolutionaiy virtiie. When h bon homme^ la 
Fontaine, lost bis inostîniAble and i%ii\és\ 
frieiKl and protcctresa, Mad. de la Sablière^ 
in whose hôtel he liffed^ Mwl. de Hervart 
immediatçly piesented hsiBelf to tbe afflioted 
poet ; and abruptly enli^iiig hi» room^ sho 
said : ^* Tai aj^m le wmlhesKr qui vm$$ est 
arrièé; je vkftis vompnpposnr di^ iog^r €hen wpt/* 
'' J*if alhis/' wdg tbe simple and aâàetiiag 
rcply.* 
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* However suited the character and manners of the 
French women may be to AiendiEihip, they by no means 
eng^rois a tirtue, vrhîch » to a groat degpeè' national. 
Whflt I ^as at Pirâ, VoUaire'a walking eawe y/nm sqkL 
fine fi^e hundred francs, and^ pigtchased by thct celebrated 
aui^;eoii du Bois. Hb joy at obtaining this relie v/qb, ex- 
cessiTe. A gentleman présent observèd that he had paid 
toadear for his purefaost. ^' Gomtken0f'^ he repKed wieh 
lÉfacitjfi << qumd c^est pqw Cûmi Çor^isaxi f" T\m ^Ni- 

knpwn fiirâdd^p of thèse di^tj^^sbed me% ia eqwUy^ 

hpnourable to both parties. Mons. Cocv^isart is justly ce- 
lebrated for his work " on the heàrt,*** botti oh the ctmti- 
tiffM ané in. Engktnd. 

A young and devoted fnend of the brave CaiBàrtllî^ sayr 
liot cel^mted imn iUl at St. JtarkJ^Acrej wkile figjKting 



It mu8t Geêfcawïiy ftave been i» scMe^t ^ 
cyrtiobni, that Mentàigiié déclares the in^ 
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by hià ôîdfe. Ithè deàtK èf ftfs galMtit fKèrid drovè him to 
déspiûr ; «Eitd hi* ^iëf #èÈ^ éf> toudiJrtg, Rîà dèè^ndency sd 
profimnd^ tbai k became à àibjject of conviBÈsHrion w tte 
wh©Ie army. It at last reached the ears of Buonaparte, 
who paid a personal visit to the mourner. He is said to 
hstié shéd téats on thé oceasion, and endeavoured in vàifï 
M donsdlë him, by obfeeriirig : " It » at ïeàit a sdace td 
yott^ «bat your br^e fHend died coTeried wîth gltuy." 

^^ La gloireV repeated tlie young man iadignantly, and 
in ail the pétulance of grief ; '' qu' est-ce que la gloire ? 
Elle est faite pour un homme tel que vous.^^ " Gîve him 
somé'laudammï/' êaid fliionàpartef" eblcHy ; àt\A wKèfi^ fee 
had seen it itdministcTed, âleaidy kft thê' tèn t. A few. û&y^ 
after this interviei^r, the yottng man distingjuEili|ied Mto^lf 
by a desperate intrepidity, which evinced his désire to fbl- 
lowhis ffiend, " de mourir de la mort Roland.*^ His vâ- 
lôttr became r ^bj^fet g# àdMitaîtictafin^ddiittiiM'^itiH Hî^ 
frrtftdiEdliip^ sfaid ihéÉùntty ^^^été ùAWéariéd*iii ihlir jkaiseâ d^ 
hi»s^it and bis sensilHlity.' BiiioDaparte becamcf^tired of 
the subject, and fearful of the example; and observed in 
the hearing of severàl of His ybung comjfa.mbns*: ^^ Pour ce 
jeUfre"***^^ c'esHuû bf^arfê ^âf^çaiiyfntgîijé^taUhii'fusiHé^ 
si cela eik conHnïéé . *' Thi^'àhétdW^^ t^hlch l^ilas^ giveti me 
M à fbdt^ atùtà» 9e pendtkH fot thestoiry of the E^ng^ of 
Pmssia's ordering aa officer to be shot^ who on the eve of 
a bttCtle had kept a Bght in his tefit after thè prohlbited 
homr^' for d»&|^urpoaçof wiAting tel his wîfe«-^B\ionaplÉlrte^iP 
firiiehdship for the gélimoi GeWeral D^saix i^said-totelfre 
been sincère mnd-àxlcbnl^ When the new^of hi^ d««th wi» 
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capability of women* for so elevated a sen^ 
timent as friendsbip, to which denunciation 
be adds, in his own quaint way : La suffisance 
ordinaire des femmes n*est pas, pour respondreà 
cette conférence et communication , nourisse de 
cette saincte cousture; ni leur âme ne semble assez 
ferme, pour soustenir l'estreinte d'un noeud si 
pressé et si durable'' The devoted friendship 
of his own fevourite, *^ Roj/ne Marguerite de 
Navarre," for the " preux Roi," her brother, 
is a sufficient réfutation of his position. 

If a lively solicitude for the interest of 
those recommended to their notice; if açts 
of kindness may be considered as tests of a 
prédisposition to friendship, I can answer, 
on îny own expérience, for the qualifications 
with which the French are endowed, for feel- 
ing and inspiring that sentiment. I univer- 
sally observed among them an eagemess to 
oblige, a promptness to serve, a readiness to 
sympathize with the little every-day crosses 
of life of their açquaintançe, which proceed- 
ing perhaps from quick susceptibility for 

* . 

^ ■ ■ — ■ — — ■ ■■ ' — ^- ■ ' ■ ' ^ • ■ ^ - ; _ . - ,r -^ — -* ^_^— ^^^_ 

brought to him, ai the battle of Marengo^ tae was pro- 
foundly aifected, and exclaimed in a tone of great émotion : 
*' Que fie puis^je pleurer f^ One of his first acts, on his 
retum to Paris, "was to raise a statuff to his memoiy. 
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impression, assumes the charactèr of the most 
genuine and perfect good^nature, thiat evèr 
warmed or cheered the common intercourse 
of Society. The charge of insincerity, to 
which the high polish of refined mahners, 
under the old régime, subjected i:he whole 
nation, now appears to hâve so little foun- 
dation, that I am well aware I am not sin- 
gular in asserting their professions to fall 
short of the unsuspecting confidence, with 
which they come forward to oblige, to serve, 
and to acçommodate even strangers, whom 
chance has presented to their notice. Asso- 
ciatîng with them in their circles, in Paris, 
and oecasionally a résident in their châteaux 
in the country, I unifôrmly found their 
courteous manners accompanied by kind- 
uess and attention, and by ail those little 
nameless acts of friendshîp, which showed 
themî intent upon contributing to the ease 
and coinfort of their guests,* This may be 
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* This kindness and watinth of feeting did not termi- 
nate with our résidence in France. Having met with a 
jheavy p^c^niary loss, during our absence firom home^ the 
circuinstance reached the eairs of our French fKends^; and 
\X poduced us many letters of en<|uiry 9Xià condôlence^ 
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indeed what Sterne calls the ^' oyerflowing of 
the panicreatie juices;'' but who would stop 
4» explore tbe cause, while benefittiug by 
tke effects. 

A French woman, like a child, requires a 
stixwg and rapid séries of sensations, to 
m^k^ her feel tbe value of existence. Her 
prompt susceptibility changes its émotion 
i^rit^h its object ; aqd that cheek, which is 
OOiW dimpled with sipailes, but a few moments 
heQce will perhaps be humid with a tear. 
Whm it was objeeted that aome royalist 
ladias had attended the trial of those unfor-^ 
^mate perspns, whose hands and heads were 
^!7«Fedi for a conspiracy, more worthy the 
cpJrfection of the ^^ petiUs-mmamy' than of 
se bftrbaroius an infliction, a gentleman 
undertook their ^feiK^e b^fore a very mixed 
ftGowLpapy, where I was présent, by saying, 

<< Qftfte voule^-rvosa^f Les Frat^çaise^ aimesut de 
pêreim^f 4c^tfe$y paPO€ qu'U hur ftmt toujours 
des. battemens de cœur^ et comment faire battre 
i4 <WMr^ iO»» une grande senaatiofif" ^^ Mon-- 



ki^^ hj the moiltpQMBiiig iAvUtftâon toisatom and tive 



N 



sieur ^'' obaerved ae ^14 rOyalî^t Is^y^ witii 

indignatioO) '^ iwne véritébk Françm^e n'aura 

jamais une grande âens^dicn^ îptepour mn Bk>i'' 

' ' Qu' eik ÂéiicMtesse de pensée r wias the reply . 

The sen&ibility of the présent raoe of 
Freadn women, bowever, i» by no means ex- 
cliisively engrossed by tke king. £ven his 
liolÎDess, the pope» ivas said to in^ife thoee 
àatÉemMs de oœiur, so necessary tQ th^r ex^ 
ktmce. 

^* You will do me the gréatest fevoinr/' 
saki a bcautiful Mtd. D*****, ^^ if y^tt will 
poit me in tfae way of being b^e^ai^d by the 
pope/' As it was treU un^erstood^ that 
Mad. D-~-^ had, as yet, nô call fr<^ '' ^^t^r^ 
angehV^ the pioûd rcqoest exoited rauch as- 
tônittbment. The pétition was howev^r 
jrnuited ; and as the pcype^s apartpiC4)A «an 
'' ne*er by moman's foot ke trû4i^' Mad. P*— — 
çposaed him ki htîs garden^ and r^mv^ the 
^viîdled-for hénédicSS^* But this waa $ot 8j«fr ^ 
iftdentx ihe intf«ated permission jbo kis^Jals- 
haad. Monsieur * * * struggled against tYm^ 
impropriety of this request ; l^t Ma^» D^r-r ' 
WM urgent^ and would not be deifiiîed . '^ £^ 
/a rojr^ de cet empres^fMntV sabed Monsk^^ 
# # # «4 (>>gj|j j,K^ ^^^ ^g donnera un battem^t 
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de cœur; et que je mi$ n heureuse qû(md ie 
cœur me baty^^ was her candid answeir. 

I hâve known a French lady attend with 

the most devoted care her skk friend, for 

weekà together; live at her bed^-side, ^Vex- 

plain the asking eye/' anticipate every wish, 

and forego every pleasure, to fulfil the duties 

of friendship ; and yet the ckath of this per* 

son, wept for a few hours with bitterness 

and véhémence, in a few days left no trai^ 

of sadness behind it. This happy (though 

not heroic) facility of character, is purely 

constitutional ; and while it opérâtes gracia 

ously upon ail the ills of life ; while it 

quickly absorbs the tear, and dissipâtes the 

sigh, it neither interfères witht|ie duties, nor 

chills the affections of existence. And though 

it would make no figure in tragedy or ro-» 

mance, it supports résignation, cheersadver- 

sity, and enhances those transient pleasures» 

' whose flight is scarcely pwrceived, ère their 

place is supplîed . This light volatile tone 

of i chiaracter, < this incapâcity for durable im-^ 

prcsslén, this sensibility to good^ this tran* 

si^t susceptibility to evil, is.after ail per^ 

ha;ps the' «lecret, sought by philOfiophers. 

The views of tlie Epicurean, and ojf tl^e 
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socptie^ well understood, seem to meet at 
that point, which ifiature has made the basis 
of the French character; arriving by dif- 
férent routs to the same conclusion, that true 
sensibility is to feel, but not to be overcome. 

A French woman has no hésitation in ac- 
knowledging, that thé *' besoin de sentir ^^ is 
the first want of her existence ; that a suc- 
cession of pursuits is necessary to présente 
the current of life from that stagnation, 
which is the death of ail vivid and gracions 
émotions. It appears, indeed, to be the 
peculiar endowment of the French tem- 
perament, to préserve, even to the last ebb 
of life, that unwom sensibility, that vi- 
gpur, freshness, andfacilityof sensation, which 
are usually confined to the earliest periods of 
human existence, and which ordinarily lose 
their gloss and energy with the first and 
earliest impressions^. 

I had one day the good fortune to be seated 
at dinnernexfc to the celebrated Humbolt^ 
who observed, incidentally to the subject of 
conversation) that there was nothing he sô 
muûh lamented as having arrived a few weekâ 
too late at Paris, to make the acquaintance of 
Rousseau- s J^^d. D'Hpi^d^tQt. '' l ^m told," 
he continyed^ ^< that ^e held no influence 



* 

preaervied, «k eigbty , the fv^Ungtr and hxicy o£ 

T9 tbese observations Mobs. Denou, whfo 
wsi« présent I added, that the last tii0e he 
bMl ^€0 her (^oïd it was not very long be- 
fore ber defttb), he couid even thea tjace in 
her manoc^, her voice, he» look, and her 
c^Hiversation^ ali that had bewitchad Roi»^ 
seau, and had fixed St. Ltinb^t. 

Mad. d'Houdetot îs a splendi4 epîtome of 
the female charaeter m France, even though 
her intrinsic excdlence Î6 ahadowed by the 
loauners of the day, io whicJi sbe lived. To 
those, whom she awy hâve intereated i» the 
eloqtient pa^es of Boufiseau» where »he ap- 
pears a being, ^ciful amd idéal afi his own 
JuUcy it mvf not be «npleasing to follow lier 
tbroiigh her o\ra ftowet-^trown path of real 
life. Rousseau has sketched^ in hi» happiett 
iiawamfp her fîr$t viait to the heraaîtage of 
M^o^tmoreitci» afler being overturaed near 
Iheœiilof Clairvaux *^ Sa m^Qtmethm/ésurt'^ 
Qxchanged iw a pair of boQte, '' p^rçmi i'mr 
4'i^fy^ dei rkr^^' fitU of hoalth, j^cmtfe, spâriÉ»^ 

* lllad. d^Houdetot died About the ^me the alties en- 



çlww^ <;lwB woHbility of tbe phiteaofiteef, 

^rt, " l'^mmr 4mf tpute son énergie yém$ 

It if çvrio«Ki tQ oppose ta thkt pieture lOif 
playful yQuth »nd fcoUo &mmatiocr, Mfid. 
d'Houdetot, in tb^ satine valiey of Mootm<w 
mncÂ, *t a ^istinoe oi sixty year», seated at 
h^r ^wbrçidery &Ame, ^urrounded by bcar 
gr^d cbUdrsi»; «^prâ^bing tbe àdvteetd 
ag^ ftf ntnety, ^nd y^t. petaining aU th* ^ilaU 
waypftth of ber bçwt qpQbilled, ail tbe bloo» 
of feer iii9aginat;ion uiit»j?oiabed ; cultiiwtèng 
tbe kin4e^t «IfeçtioP^. «ftd rwiting, a« if by 
ip9pirat}oq, tbPSe eb^rmùlg effusièns of tasio 

Qod Éwïqy^,* wbieb ber aodeefcy wo^ld not 

* It was by stealth, that the grand-daughters of Mad. 
d'Houdetot took down the poetry which she compoeed 
and recited over her embroideiy fiWne. She would never 
suffer them to be pablidiéd, and I b^Ueve this is the first 
time, that the two fpllow^)g Mttle iqpc^n^ns of her talents 
hâve appeared in priiit» 

Oîi the departure of St. Lamherifof ihe Army, 

.^'ambnt, que j'adore, 

Jf^% à mé qukter, 
]]£isn instant "enccxie^ 

y«udipk ppoftoer. 
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permit her to transcribe; and whtch she 
composed with the same fsicility» with "which 
she created the flowere that sprung up from 
under her needle. It was thus that she was 
described to me^ in those circles, from which 
she had been fout recently withdrawn; and 
whére every iittle word and act was still fresh 
in the naemory of friendship« 

When marriage was, in France, a mère 
«ffair of convenance, Sophie de la Briche, the 
daugfater of a Jermier-^générai, was forced 
into a union with the Comte d'Houdetot, 
an officer of rank in the army» described in 
the traditions of the circles of Paris, as a 
good sort of gentleman, who livfed much at 
court, and who had the honour to play 
^ gros jeu'' with Louis XV, By Bousseatl 
be is termed a ** chicaneur très peu oimaMe,'^ 



Félicite, vaine! 

Qu'on kie peut èaisir^ 
Trqp près de la peine, 

Pour être un plaiik. 

On the la^i Duchés^ de la Valliére. 

La nature, prud^te et sage, 
Force le t^ms à respecter 

lie ^charme de ce beau râàge, 
Qu'elle n*aurah pu répéter^ 



SOCIETY. 2B5 

whom his wife could never havé loved/* But 
the seœible, the susceptible Sophie, was 
destined to love somebody ; and she be- 
catne the rival and successor of Voltaire'» 
Ënrilie du Châtelet, by fixing the vagrant af-* 
fections of the gallant, the chivalresque, the 
poetical St. Lambert.* 

The husband and the lover were called at 
tlie same moment upon military service; 
and Sophie, recommended to the solaçe and 
care of Rousseau, by his friend St. Lambert, 
retired to her château in the valley of Mont-^ 
morenci, in the neighbourhood of the her- 
mitage of the philosopher of nature. ^^ Elle 
vmty je la vis*/' says Rousseau.—-" Tétais 
ivre d'amour^ sans objet. Cette ivresse fascina 
mes yeux y cet objet . se fixa sur elle^ je vis ma 
Julie en Mad. d'Houdetot; bientôt je ne vis 
plus que Mad. d^H'—^ ; mais repêtu de toutes 
les perfections, dont je venois d'orner Vidole 
de mon cœur. Pour m^ achever, elle me parla 
de St. Lambert, en amante passionée. Force con^ 

tagieuse de V amour ! en F écoutant, en me sen-- 

— 

* ** S't7 faut pardonner quelque chose aux mœurs du 
siècle,''- says Rousseau, ^' c^est sans doute un attachement, 
que sa durée épurcfque ses ^ets honores^/ et qui ne s*tst 
cimentéf^ue par une estime réeiproque.^^ 
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toM auprès d*elhi fétois saisi d'un Jrémme^ 
mmt dé&cienx, ^ue je n'av^ jartiêis épràwbl 
mépris de personne'^ 

t\ùà defence borrerer made by RôusMa»^ 
fbr II condtict nothing ifehort tÂ ti*6Mhei^^ ift 
tuAt admitted by ttose ncr^ Uving, who baré 
often heard Mad. d'HoUdetot and St^ Lam-^ 
bfert dpeak of thi» singular epoeh in tké life 
of the philosopiier. Roui»ea«v be§8ui by 
îKJÔthing tbe regrets of Mad. d*H— , tmà 
by underminifi^ her passion for his frtendv 
Hd fàélôd in both iHiStances ; aœd then songht 
to âiarm her virtue, by paîntûig an unlicens»- 
ed love in such colours^ as it was rarely re** 
pwsented to F^neh woofien of that day. If 
fhe traditiofiary amecdotes, from which I 
liftVé gktaned this récital^ may be credited; 
Yvd âo far foused her sieeping conscience^ as. 
Aeai4y t^ induce her to write a ktst ferewell 
tô the absent St. Lambert. But St. Lam<- 
bert, tbough almost resigned, was aiways 
adored ; and irhen Rousseau arfcfiilly pleaded 
hts own passion, ftnd to counteràct his for- 
mer doctrines, confessed that * he was wrong 

" ■ ■ > ■ ■ ' ■ ,1 I m I I mmmmÊÊ0mmm^ 

^ h ynnà ai tUft^tiiM tkat he wrote tfaose pasikmMe l«t- 
ters, of which he wj%t «^ Qh<t tramé brûlâmes ksleUres 
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in subduîng a densibiâity, that mmàt thd fe- 
licitijr Qf tbe possessor and of aU Wbtf sod- 
raunded her, Mad. d'Hoadetot^ nfiâtaking 
hig meaiiifig, joj^lly cxckiiHêd^ '* AhDku/ 
que vôu^mâ tmhiêz la vie! Je vais donefuirt k 
benheùr de mon pauvre St. Lamhert" 

The long absent lover was recdîted tvirïi 
rapture, and the trea^heroun fri^nd^ ntaddeft^ 
ed by jealousy and appréhension, ûew to Di^ 
derot to expose bis griefe, and to denaand bî» 
assistance. I>iderot promised ta rei^mcilf 
ait parties^ and succeeded m fais medittttiùiL; 
and Rousseau, jealous of bis ininentfe, sirarè 
eternal enmity to tbe mediator, atid brea^ 
ed it in a eitaticm from tbe book of Eôclesi^ 
asticHs, in bis celebrated letter to d'Akm^ 
bert.* 



de la Julie. Ah Dieup qu^ auroit'on dit de celles-ci P^^ 
When he demandée! thèse letters, Mad. d^H said slïé 
ft«td btinied tEum. **^ Nbn^ ncn^* Ite réfiUcd; ^^Jtmai^edk 
^ peûtiupk^ vm paréilb^ pêisioni J^iMfa^ h cémâ/fê 
£eti brûler les preu^ê^^^ JL &w y«Ét» back, when Mad. 
dJHûudfltok was asked, what.shs^^ haé reaUj^ dona mêi^ 
thoniy alie.anii«ei«d with her umBlnmvèêéf^ ^^ 1 gareihem 
allta&.Uaafaart.." 

* The ftienda a£ Mad d'H— *— express gceat iodi^pa^ 
tion against Rousseau, for his conduct on this occasion. 
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The passion of Mad. d'Houdetot and ^i: 
Laiïnbert became almost respectable, by its 
duration and constancy. But timei.which 
^old in favour of the inistress, turned ail tliat 
was goid to dross^ irt the character of the 
lover. St. Lambert lost tlie virtues of 
youth, with its grâces. In the course of a 
connexion, which lasted forty years, ail that 
had once beeu fanciful, became capricidus; 
àll that was once wit, soured into satire ; 
philosophy became cynicism, and vivacity 
pétulance. Severe, and supercilious, St^ 
Lambert treated the charming *' Doris/' of 
hîs ** SeasonSi'' with a peevish acrimony, 
which still retained in its harshness the ex- 
action of an alUrçquiring love. If Mad< 
d'Houdetot gave play to that brilliant ima- 
gination, which accompanied her to her 
tomb, he was sure to observe; ^^ voilà qui 
est bien, cela fait effet. ^^ And when watchin^ 
over his fragile health, she insisted upon 
more tempérance than he was willing to en- 

I£s accusation of Diderot, that he had betrayed the secret 
of his pasdion to his rival, was utterly without foundation^ 

Mad. d*H shortly before her death declared, that all^ 

tirhat aiq)eared passion in Jt Jacques was imugimiion; ht 
had no heart ! 
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Àute, lie named her *^ T intendante de ses pri^ 
vàtions.'^ 

Whàt perhaps was most singular în this 
connexion, so strongly marked by the màn- 
îiers of the day, is, that Monsieur d'Houdetot 
was frequently the advocate of a lover, whose 
tyranny and caprice repeatedly procured his 
temporary dismissal frora the présence of her, 
whoin his insupportable humour had irritated 
and disgusted. Monsieur d'Houdetot was at 
last taken to that abode of felicity, sàid to 
be reserved as a recompense for such forbear- 
ing husbands, ând the deàth of St. Lambert 
left this wife and mistress doubly widowed. 
It was then, that feelings of the tenderest 
association led her back to Montmorenci. 
The lovely valley had long changed its in- 
habitants. The Luxembourgs, the Rous- 
seaus, and the d^Epinays, were no more : 
*^ La bande noire" had ravaged the palace of 
the prince, and laid low the hermitage of 
the philosopher. AU was altered by timç 
and circumstances; but the heart, the ima* 
gination of Mad. d'Houdetot were still the 
8ame, The throb of the one had not slack,- 
ened in its beat, the warmth of the othe;: 
had lost nothing of its glow ; and at an âge, 

VOL. I. V 
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when even memory feils, in others, feeling 
was still so ardent, and fancy so brilliant, in 
this extraordinary person, tbat another St. 
Lambert was found in the solitudes of Mont- 
morenci, to engross a frîendship, innocent 
and tender as the fondness of chîldhood ; and 
to which she alludes with a warmth, bor- 
rowed from her imagination, in the foliow- 
ing lines : 

Jeune, j^aintai ; ce teins de mon bel âge, 

Ce tems si court, comme un éclair s'enfuit j 
lioraque arriva la saison d'être sage, 

Encore j'aimai — ^la raison me le dit. 
Me voici vielle, et le plaisir s'envole ; 

Mais le bonheur ne me quitte aujourd'hui j 
Car j'aime encore, et l'amour me console, 

Rien n'auroit pu me <;onsoler de lui. 

Madame d'Houdetot was eighty, when 
she produced thèse charming lines ; and the 
object of thiis new and tender friendship was, 
Hke St. Lambert, a résident in her dear Val- 
ley of M ontmorenci. The beautiful villa of 
Monsieur de S*** almost joined the château 
ùf his aged, but attractive mistress. Every 
înorning brought him his billet and bis nose-^ 
gajr, élégant and fresh, as the mind of the 



sociEtir. 29^1 

doîïOr. When Monsieur de S. wâs askecî, 
how he was afFected by inspiring a passion 
he could not adequately retum ? he replfed : 
" her charming conversation, her notes, and 
her flowers, had become des douces habitudes ; 
and the first day that I missed them was 
certainly not the happiest of my life.* 

This good-natured sufferance ^^ dese laisser 
aimer y^* iii a man not half the âge ôf his mis- 
tress, is, ï believe, the resuit of a tempéra- 
ment, fornied by krndlier suns, and by more 
génial climes, than préside over the élé- 
ments of ïhe Englisb charaçter : for tbe 
bruialitjf of Horace Walpole to the enamouTed 
Mad. du DefFand stands severely opposed to 
the gentle indulgence of Monsieur de S***. 
The taint of ridicule hangs, perhaps, on the 
Gonduct of both ladies ; but the distance be- 
tween the frigid egotism of Mad. du DefFand, 



♦ I had thé pleasure of being introduced to Monsieur 
S***, during my résidence at Parisi He is ah Italian 
by birth, and was for sorae titne at the head of the Cisal- 
pine republic. His splendid fortune is devoted tb the 
arts, of which he is a passionate lover, knd an élégant 
judge. The taâte and accomplishments of this gentleman 
iheritéd thé estéem and admiration, bestowed upon them 
by ïtfad. d'Bfoudetot* 

u 2 
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and the generous affections of Mad. d*Hou- 
detot, is immeasurable. 

it was the peculiar felicity of the latter to 
borrow, from the store of perennial feeling 
and exhaustless imagination^ tnaterials» which 
formed an idéal world around her, and which 
replaced before her eyes the actual scènes of 
life. There was a vein of genuine, unaffect- 
ed romance, governing the course of her pro-^ 
tracted existence, which expérience did nat, 
and time could not subdue** 

■ ^— — Il I II 1— — *<W t I I — »M^ I 1 — — — ^>^— — W«—— ^1^*^ 

* The {)icture drawn of Mad. d*Houdetot's person, by 
Rousseau, is said to be done by a lover's hand ; but it is 
by no means very attractive. The tout^ensemble, how- 
ever, including her raanner and air, is quite charming. 
** Mad. de //— — approchoH de la trentaine^ et rCéloit 
point belle. Son visage éloît marqué de la petite 'cérçle^ 
son teint mancfuoit de finesse^ elle avoit la tue basscy et les 
i^eux ronds; mais elle avait de grands cheveux noirsy na* 
turellement bouclés, qui lui iomboient au jarret. Sa taille 
éloit mignonne f et elle mettait dans tous ses mouvements de 
la gaucherie et de la graccj tout-à-la fois» Elle avoit 
de r esprit très naturel et très agréable; la gaieté, Vétour^ 
derie, et la naïveté s^t/ mariaient heureusement. ^Elle 
abondoit en sailies charmantes, qu'elle ne cherchait point, 
ft qiii partaient quelque fois, malgré elle. Elle avoit 
plusieurs taleus agréables, jouoit du clavecin, dansait bien, 
faisait d'assez jolis vers. Pour son caractère, il était 
angélique, la douceur d^ âme en faisait le fond; mais hors 
la prudence et la force, il rassemblait toutes les vertus.^* 
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It is a sîngular cjrcumstance that thîs rival 
of the beautiful Mad. du Châtelet, this im4 
mortalized ^' Doris^* of St. Lambert, this sole 
object of ail that Rousseau ever kuew of 
passion, at once his thème and his inspira- 
tion, had not one feature, one tint or trait 
of Personal attraction, which love could ex-^ 
aggerate înto beauty, or imagination endow 
with a charm. The secret of her influence 
over the hearts of ail, whom she sought to 
înterest, was the ardour, the sensibility of 
her character, the tender, pasjjionate cast of 
her manners, and the playfulness and rediin- 
dancy of her allrcreative imagination, Re^ 
taîning, to the last hours of life, the fresh- 
ness of the first, she inspired the feelings she 
preserved. Age grew young, as it listened 
to her, and yonth forgot that she was old, 
when she spoke. Take her with her frailty 
and her merit, her faults and her virtues, 
France only could hâve produced suçh a 
* >vQman ; in France only such a woman could 
haye been appreciated, Mad, d^Houdetot, 
in the possession of ail her faculties, and al- 
ipost of ail her grâces, died at the âge of 
eighty-eight, surrou^^ied by her friends, and 
by hey grand-childreU;» the oflfepring of heç 



A^ t ^«..^^^iHiMMai^HaHMi 
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only child, the présent gênerai^ the Baron 
d'Houdetot. 

I hâve to lament, in conunon with Mon-^ 
sieur HumboLt, that I arrived too late in Paris 
to hâve seen this interesting ai>d extraordinary 
wamsm. But occa&ionally associating with 
tbose, who once had the happiness to lira 
with her, I delightedly tracked the print of 
her steps, in those élégant cîrcles, over whiçh 
sbe had once presidçd . M9Y I h^e be pejr^ 
initted to acknowledge the poJite attentions 
ï received, while in Paris, from the amiable 
sister of Mad. d'Houdetot, Mad. de Briche, 
at whose Sunday evening assemblies I hftvB 
so often found united» whatever Paris cç»- 
tatned of rank, talent, beauty, and fs^sbiQo. 
"^hese evenings recalled to niy imagination 
the littlç court, which surrounded her sister- 
iû-law, Mad. d'Epinay, vhere statesnjea and 
ministers mingled with the Diderots, Bouv$-- 
Heaus, the Grims, and the Holbachs,* in the 
salons of La Chevrette. 

* I had the pleasure of knowiiig the amiable lû^ce of 
i^aron Holbach| Mad. R - In talking oy^ the pre- 

tènded conspiracy of the Holbach coterie^ about which 
Rousseau so extrayagantly raved, this lady assured me 
tldt the 6ijBt cwsfi of his q«an»l wîdi her unde^ mis » 
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I was i^eaking one day to a royalist lady. 
<m the many charming qualities of a mutual 
friend of ours, and on tbe excellent charaçter^ 
of her husband. She replied with a shnig, 
quant à lui, le bon homme, c^est une excelle^ti^: 
personne; cependant, ma chère, il ne remplit 
pas Vâme de sa charmante femme J^ T^is wayol; 
of having her soûl occupied by a husband^ to. 
whom she had been twenty-five years mar^ 
ried, I thought rathçr an exaction, on tbe, 
part of the '* charmante femme, ^^ and I coul^ 
not help observing, that, notwithstimdiQg 
this singular reliiiemçnt upon inariied h^ap^ 
piness, I <x)nsidered Moiisieur et Mad"^ dç 
♦♦** an exemplary couple. My royalist friand 
agreed with me ; adding, th^^t it fnu9t be 
confessed *' Vam^ur conjugal'' wm lïiueh mofe 
prévalent since the révolution tha» b^ore ; 
and that ^* maintenant, il^y^a d'ewceliens mé^ 
nag'CS dans la France.'' 



présente^ four dozen of tingulaiiy 6ne Chatvpiûgne, 
tJbe baron sent to tbe pbilosopber ; an in$ult tbat Rous3e«ku 
i^ever forgave. Tbç little pour^parlersy to whicb this gave 
rise^ terminated in a rupture, out of whicb Rousseau 's 
viyidbutbypocbondriacal ima^nation conjured ati bis long^ 
tirain df ^'^ehimerai cffre/* 
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This îs indeed an avowal univcrsally^made 
hy the French of ail parties ; and more 
considération is attached to this tie, whcit 
respectably maintained, and faithfully ob- 
served, than to any other domestic relationj 
of Society whatever. 

It is now suprême mauvais ton to resort to 
the old worn-out jests levelled at men, who 
attend to their own wives, in préférence to 
those of others; and indeed, I observed, in 
ail public societies/ and in the many and va- 
rious entertaînments given at court, on the 
marriage of the Duc de Berriy that the wo-r 
men, and particularly the ffoung wornen, were 
always accorapanied by their husbands. It 
would be difficult to ascertain the précise mi- 
nimum of sentiment, whieh goes to make up 
the sum of married happiness in France, and 
to tlraw a scale of comparison between the 
stock of conjugal ?tffection, which exists in 
that country, and in England. £ngland, 
hpwever, has some good old habits in her fe* 
vour, invariably connected with the laws and 
government of a free nation, and which, pér- 
haps, aiready begin to survive their source 
andorigin, while some taint of the original 
iin of 4^spotisni is still, ii\ France, tp bf 
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found operating even on private society. 
The play given to natural feelings for twen- 
ty-five years back, may not even yet havé 
quite fighted those errors, that arose out of 
institutes and hat>itsv which the abuses of 
many centuries contributed to form, to p»- 
petuate, and to excuse. 
, Married life bas always been most respect- 
able and most sacred, under free govern- 
ments ; while under the influence of poli- 
tical. despotism, women, treated either as 
dŒoes or as sultanas^ are never wi'oes. It is 
thus that they once reigned in France, by an 
undue influence, subversive of ail their na- 
tural virtues. It is thus that they still serve 
in the £ast, with that corrupt dépravation 
both of morals and intellect, which inevitably 
re-acts upon their tyrants — and vindicates 
insulted nature. 

As it is not the fashion, in France, to be- 
lieve that the sole duty and object *^ ofhea^ 
ven^s lust^ best gifty' is to 

^ Suckle foolSf BXid chronicle small béer," 

wômen are there frequently the friends of 
their husbands, even when ties, more pas- 
sion^tte and tender than those of friendship, 
cease to exist. A Frençhinan seeking a ra* 
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tkmtl companion in the wi£e, who perhaps 
fiever was his mistress, frequently iitids io 
her Society tfaat firankness^ pleasantry^ infor- 
lEiation> and even oood fsIlowbhif (if I 
inay use the expression), which possesBes a 
chaxm too often negkcted in married life« 
How true Frenchwomen however can be, in 
feeliog and in sympathy» ^o their husbands^ 
has been painfully evinced duiing the bor«i 
FÔrs of the révolution, the struggles of twen-> 
ty-fiyé yeacs' émigration, ànd> above ail, du^ 
ring the political vicifisitudes and conflicts in 
France, irhich hâve occurred since the re- 
inm ôf the Bourbons.^ 

The distracted and devoted wwe$, who 
veœ.seen almost meekly in the gallery of thé 
loyal chapel of the Thuilleries, by sympe^ 

* Some of thèse heart-rending scen^ took fdace durii^ 
my résidence in France, and evem ivlnle I was pceaemt in 
the cbflpel royal', but I liad not the courage to witness 
them. Mad. d'Angoulëme Ss said to hâve pulled her gown 
eut of the convulsive gra^ of one of âiese wretched sup* 
pliants^ YfUk mich force, as ta kave a pièce of die royal 
4i;^piQry behind ber. It is to this strtngtk of feelio^ in hex 
royal hi^hness, which none of her " sex^s weakness^/ hgs 
yct subdued, that the ultras allude, when they exclaim : 
•* Madame a beaucoup de caractère. EUe joue un grand 
rHêir; 



thiaing 0iiiittitiulQ», pjfeftdmg f^ tbe ^^ <tf 
the king, for tUe lïim$ of their brav«e» but 
condemned ibùfibands^ affoiâed Mch piotures 
ef conjagai devatton, and exqutsîte neosibi^ 
lity, as few couutries could rivale and none 
surpass. 

The young «nd «nfortoaate Mad. La Be« 
doyere, dying of a broken heart for him, 
whom her tears and supplications could not 
save ; — the struggles, the exertions, the al- 
most manly efforts, made by Mad. Ney, are 
cited even by their eneroies, as incomparable. ♦ 

* Madame la Valette has die^hantctér of being one of 
tlie most virtuous and excellent womçn in France. It wa0 
on the fitilore of her affecûng applications to the king, tôt 
the life of her hushand^ that the following song was made 
at Paris : 

Complainte de là ValeUêm 

La Valette e^t condamné^ 
Tout le pejg^ est c onstejçné^ 
Et tout bas chacon x%^]t(^ : 

La Valette, {bu} 
Pauvre la Valette. 

Le Roi, pour ae xigiùet^ 
Voulait le ^ve ^trioyler^ 
Et cbf^iue Boudbon répète : 

La Valette. (bi$) 
Péris la Valette. 
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The ready^ self-immolation çf Madame La- 
Valette, who knew not, and feared not, the 
results of the task she had undertaken ; and 
the sacrifices of Mad** Bertrande^ who so 

Sa femme, pour le sauver, 
A leur$ pieds court «e jetter, 
11^ repoussent sa requête;^ 

La Valette, (bis) 
Pauvre La Valette, 

Lie Roi lui dit, en courroux. 
Madame, retirez-vouz, 
Faut, que justice soit faite. 

La Valette, (bis} 
Péris La Valette. 

Elle va dans la prison,^ 

Lui prêter son cotillon, 

Son vitz-schoual, sa cornette^ . 

La Valette (bis) 
Sauve La Valettç. 

Pour leur remettre Fesprit, 
Lie bon La Valette prit 
De la poudre d'escampette, 

La Valette (bis) 
Sauve La Valette. 

La d'Angoulême en rougit, 
Le Comte d'Artois frémit, 
Le roi n'a pas sa braie nette. 

La Valette. ^ (bis) 
Vive La Valette. . ^ 



willingly gave up. a world, wheré she stili 
rérgned suprême. ia the unproscribable influ*» 
ence of fasliion and beauty, to follow her 
brave husband into a voluntary and dreary 
exile; thèse are splendid instances of con- 
jugal virtueamong a host of other examples, 
less distinguished by the rank of the par- 
ties, but not less deserving of publicity and 
praise. It is the fashion, however, for mor 
dern travellers, and the writers of modem 
travels, to declaim against the fidelity of 
French vives, to boast of their own bonnes-^ 
fortunes^ and to 

^* Talk of beauties, which they never saw. 
And fiiucy raptures, that they never knew." 

But limited in their expérience by the diflfi- 
culty, which ail strangers, and particularly 
British strangers, find of obtaining admittance 
into the interior of private society and do- 
mestic life, in France, they hâve drawn their 
pictures of the actuai state of French society, 
and their character of its women, from sucH 
originals as were presented to their observa- 
tions in the courts of the Palais Royale or ia 
the bad novels of the days of Louis XV, 
With the exception of a féw men of very 
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high raeak, and of those eonnected vitii the 
Ënglish goremment, atùd holding mimsterial 
or officiai situations, I nev«r met »« amf drcie 
or Society whatever, in Paris, a single sobject 
of tiie Britisii dominions.* 

The prt^ress of geneial illumination must 
«Iway» £br#ard the interests of morality. 
K»o\rIedge, once cooftned in France to a 
dertain classt, and considered a» an état, i« 
now uniyersally diffused, and felt tt) opcratc 
npon al! the ties &t social lîfe. Husbands 
no longer boast the philosopha of the Riehe-^. 
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* It i» iteedtes» to make éxefeptiôns, nfk fefOtHr of sucH 
men as Playiair or Davy, who belong to ail countries and 
ngtB^ and ^Oy m seientijlc France', yfr^e ilatttraHy receivéd 
ivMv tfaat deftrtnce and ve^«ct du^ to dieiv gtsUklâ aad fhd 
)>enefit» they ba?e OHilerred on thek speciee. The ^âiiuîflis 
simplicity of professor Playfkir's maniners waa a subject oC 
gênerai admiration, and remarfced by aB who had the hap« 
piness of being known to bim, At Paris. 

t ibttielKie à& Monimofenci, bigh conetablé of FilaMé^ 
defeading bilnsetf agamt tt^ knpiErttelion of Imràigt^Mei^ 
hi? authority to a libel againet the Prince de Condc, de-f 
clared that bis secretary must hâve deceived him, by change; 
ilig one paper for another— ^* ce qui étoU d^ autant plus 
aiséy' ÈBLfà tbis-dftfingtlidied* ûôbtewtt : «^ que Je né sats^ 
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iieus* and des Bcaugées ; whîle wives are so 
coquettish^ as occasionally 

** D^aimerjusqua^à leurs Marisa* 

Some French women expressed to me no 
little indignation at its being supposed, that 
French husbands did not exert a decided au- 
thority in théir own families; as Russian 
brides exhibit the cane, with which they 
endow their husbands on the wedding-day, 
for the purpose of domestic correction. 

^* Lies Anglais se trompent fort y* said the 
charming Madame de C** C***s to me one 
day, ^* sHls croient que les Français ne savent 
pas aussi se faire obéir. lUy^en a beaucoup^ qui 
entendent cela à merveille ; mais je pense que c'est 
moins à la mode en France, qu'en Angleterre^ 
jy ailleurs, ma chère, je suis forcée de convenir 
qu'il manque à nos maris une chose forte essen-- 
tielle au bonheur. Oest de pouvoir nous mettre 
une corde au cou, et nous conduire au marché, 
quand il sont de mauvaise humeur /** 



♦ The pleasantries and witticisms of the famous Duc de 
Rfcbelieu, on the gallantries of his dutchess, are tobe fbund 
m èrery encydopœdia of wh* The grammaticid pvecision 
of the celebrated acadenûcian, Mcmsieur de Beangee, at 
the moment he made a discovery fiital to his honour and 
conjugal happiness, is too well known to need citation. 
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To thîs custom of selling wires^ witli haï- 
ters round their necks, among the lower 
classes in England, the French make con- 
stant allusions. There îs nothing places our 
own national préjudices in so strong a light, 
as thus coming in contact with the national 
préjudices of others. In England, ail French 
husbands are considered as '^ de& messieurs 
tommodesy In France, ail Ënglish husbands 
are frequently distinguished hy the epithet 
•' des hrutaUy 

** Voila/' said a French lady, with whom 
I was drivinginthe Champs Elysées, '' voila, 
Miladi ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦et son brutal^^^ pointing to 
an English couple not celebrated for their 
conjugal felicity* Of the frequency of di- 
'vorces in England; their publicity, which 
reflects the mother*s shàme on her innocent 
ofFspring; the indécent exposure of the 
trials, where every respect for manners is 
brutally violated, and the pecuniary rému- 
nération, accepted by the injured husband, 
the French speak with horror and con- 
tempt; particularly as women, whose cha- 
racter is no longer equivocal, are received iri 
the English çircles of Paris, by persons of 
the highest rank. 



SOCISTT. 305 

'' Yotir div^ce?/' nid a Frtoeb làdy io 
me, ^* seeM not to prdcèed, in gênerai, frôm 
Miy very fine or délicate sensé ofbonotnr ; but 
to be as much a ibatter de contenance betweéft 
the parties, as «iaf riages formerty were among 
uâ/' Légal divorces afe rare in France: 
formai andetémal séparations, made privately 
by the parties, are more général ; and Whèn 
love survives, )n aie objéet, tJie honour and 
iMelity of the other, méasurés of greater 
violence are £k>metimes adoptéd, more con^ 
sonant to the impetuous character of a 
peopk, irhose passions are rather quick, thaii 
dé€p*seated, and Who frequently act upon 
iflfpulse, in a matinet which even a mom^n-* 
taiy reflection would disctaim. 

I>urtng my résidence in Paris, a ybttijg man 
ef condition destroyed hinteelf. On hâvtng 
obtaineé prôofe of his wife^s If^ihy, A iëw 
weeks afterwards, a gentlêmaïl ^ot himself 
through the heàd, in thé church-«^atd de 
Vaugtrard, not because his wife wis faith^ 
Séêi^, but (aâ h« deelftiTeâ, in à ^titkéû paper 
f<»uiid in his poékét), becauééâhe ^^âin$emi^ 
hh to his own passioù. 

A moi^ interestiug tsàÉè éi to^upX 
suicidé irttsf rélated ta me, while I was f ravél* 

VOL. I. X 
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Jing through Noitnandy. A Mons. C— *— , 
.\rho^ beautiful seat I saw near Rouen^ had 
destroyed himself, a few months before, on 
the tomb of bis deceased wife. She had 
inspired this romantic husband with the most 
ardent passion ; and died in the prime of her 
beauty, and of her youth, of a rapid décline. 
Monsieur C««— ^ struggled in vain against tlie 
despondency her loss occasioned. The un* 
^ual conflict between reason and feeling 
finally decided him on the desperate step, he 
had long meditated. He devoted some weeks 
to.the arrangement of his aifairs (for he was 
a rich manufacturer of cloth) ; and having 
settled his large property on his infant 
children, whom he coromitted to the guar-- 
diaa<^ip of his brothers^ he put a period to 
his existence, assigning no reason for this 
act of desperation, but his total inability to 
enjoy life, after having lost her^ who had so 
long made it precious to him. 
, On the.subjact, bowevér, of conjugal vir- 
tue in France, I hâve an authority^ which it 
may not behere inappropriate to cite^ as 
being of a less sombre nature. Whoever has 
visited the mémorable and l^eautiful village 
of Chantilly^ may> perhaps, haye noticed the 
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hàndsomé Màd. de Pinte Amelat, and her 
gallant husband, the aubergistes of the hêtei 
de Bùurbon Condè. Mad. Pinte, with her 
large blue eyes, and *^ coëffure à la Chinoise,'^ 
and Monsieur, with his loose military rédin'- 
gote^ and his black silk cap, worn on one 
side, '^ d^un air gaillard ^^^ are characters to 
put even the sulky SmellfungUs into à good 
humour : and to create a neW page of senti- 
mental observaticài, in the journal of Trl^- 
tram. 

I was one nïoming standing at the door of 
*' rhôtel de Bourbon Condêy'' conversing 
with the intelligent M. Pinte Amelot (who 
spent his day in parading before his inn, and 
in talking to the passengers), when the ap- 
pearance of the charmii^ Mad. Pinte, at one 
of the Windows, gave rise, on my part, to 
somè complimentary observations on her 
beauty. - * 

'' Ah, Madame y' ^ observed her husband^ 
<5 elle est aussi bonne que belle; d^aiileurs 
c^est un garçon infiniment spirituel, que ma 
femme. ^^ 

I now xîompiiment^^^, upon hiç con-r 
jiigal admirationl xiàding that, ^' I had 
always heaffd thare was v«ry little ^ amour 

x2 



c^pyHgi^/ iiï France ; but thàt he bad unde-^ 
eeifred me/' 

^^ Comment donc 9. sacré V^ he replied in a 
paûton. '^ No conjugal love in Franœ? 
JEti tûus tem$^ Madame, ve hâve been fiiuiioiM 
for onur GOfijuga} virtues : I could cite yoa a 
thansand examples myself : mai, qui vous 
parte.'' 

I asked him for one, parexempit : " Tetmz^ 
Madame,'' niA Mons. Pinte» countiBg tœ \m 
fingers, ** voilà notre Héloïse et Àbelard; .et 
fuùt ntftrc Pjframe et Thisbé ; voilà, que vouiez^ 
wtmif Madame?*^ 

Thiis badced by M. Pinte Amelot, uid 
*' Pf/rame and Thiebé^'' it i^, perhaps, uraw* 
ceasary to cîfce anotber instance, in favour of 
the fire^ence of cougrtjgai love» de tout tems, 
ùHfhmce. 

While marrred life, in Franc», bas evi- 
dently gained by the change, which bas beeo 
eikcibeA m the mamiers aiid habits, of the 
coontry» gall^mtry, m the moden» acceptation 
of the term» ia» in ita influence aBd extant^ 
much the same as in Ëngland. Thé resul^ 
43if. îdleneat». .apod^i^nity^^ ktMl idifiidtably more 
levaient in Irhofteicftiyat^d. etrdeâ, Mthsw, 
raak andopulmce œiielttdfrioccufistioii^ aiid 
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leave the imagination and the prissions open 
to any engagement that cornes as a resource, 
affords an obstacle, or awakens an ejnotion. 

As long as the frailties of a French woman 
ôf fe&hion are ^* peccate celate \^^ as long as she 
lives upon good terms with her husband, and 
does the honours of his house» she has thé 
same latitude, and the same réception in 
Society, as is obtained by women similarly 
situated in £ngland, where, Hke the Spartan 
boy, she is punished, not for her crime, butybr 
ki discovery. There, a divorce only marks 
the line between réputation, and its los$: 
Society will not take hints, and a wôman niust 
publicly advertise herfault, before she can ob- 
tain crédit for having committed it. 

The high circles of Paris are to the ftiU as 
indulgent, as thoseof London. Lover s under-- 
itùod^ are not paramours convicted; and as long 
as a woman does not make an esclandre ; as 
long as she is décent and circumspect, and 
'* assumes the virtue which she has not,** she 
holds her place in society, and continues to 
be, not indeed respect ed, but received. Gal«^ 
lantry, however, in France, is no longer that 
cold System of heartless egotism and pro- 
flîg^cy* which avowedly took as its governing 
maxim^that 
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^* L'objet quitté, h*a été que préomu;'^ 

which coldly calculated the probable durathn!^ 
of a passion; and which, systemàtic in ita 
ardour, as in its cruelty, soon changed an 
idol into a victim, and followed up the jar- 
gon of afFected dévotion with the language 
of opprobrîum and disgust-t 

But while few of those " Cupidons dé^ 
chaînés,^* who made gallantry the business, 
end, and object of their lives, are now to be 
found let loose upon society in France, a sort 
of ^* galanterie banale*' still prevails, which 
seeras inséparable from the French tempera- 
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♦ When one of the cowp/wflwéc* of Lquis XY . propo^ 
to him a lady of rank, as smcçessor to Mad. De Poippa- 
dour, after a inpment's considération, he replied, '^ Non, 
elle conter oit trop à renvoyer.'*'* 

f Thé fhtil and fkir Countess de Gruebriant sent a billet 
to the Duc de Richelieu, to let him know she awaited.him, 
by appointment, pear Ihe ^' tour des cuismes^]^ in the 
polaiiTroj/aL He replied, " ResteZ't/^ et charmez fc^ 
marmiton^y pour lesquels vous êtes faite. Adieu^ mon 
angeîf!^^ Cruelty and contempt were the usual pour^ 
suivons of love and dévotion, in that school of Fre^uâi 
gaUan^, which began tpwi^ds the m^dd^e of the reig^ iof 
Louis Xiy., ^nd was sl yery différent çentiment from that 
elevated and romantiç gallantry, which declined, together 
with the spirit of the French nobility,; after the wild but 
gallant conflicts of the Fronde^ v 
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ment . ^ Men still offer^ as a dtiiy » tiiat assiBt*^^ 
ance> homage, and respect^ whieh thfe woffien^ 
seem to take, as a right; And if, in these^ 
anti^ckivairie times, there yet romains a spofc 
where man seems a Preux by nature, and 
woman may be a ** queen for life^^ it is vx^' 
questionably France, Even âge, Mère, does 
not inevitably dismiss one sex from the lists 
of admiration, nor release the other from the 
obligations of attention and respect. ^^ Anmr 
un charme 9 jusqu'à dans les rides /^ is not con- 
fined to those forms, which time bas spared, 
and over whose waning clrarms love still 
sheds the retiection of his deparied light. 
Even mind, there, partakes of the attraction 
of sew ; ^'Od the briUiant fancy and ineîxtin^ 
guisbable sensibility of Madame D'Houdetot, 
at sev^ity, awakened^ an admiration as ge-^ 
nuine and as lively , as the personal charms of 
Ninon de V Enclos obiained, at three-^score. 

I know not whetheritHiay bedeemedfataly 
or secv^ceable t6>morality,'that the spirit of 
sland^imeets no encouragement in Frenbb 
Society', and thttt a tendeocy to defitmation m 
consîdered an irréfragable proof Qf>illvbreéd«^ 
îng,'andvulgarorigin. . Thisseeminglënieîicy 
to tbe fiemlts of others,. does not wholly spring 



£rom an indii i g e noe» inàmfmmts^ in ito 
ymiFM oigêod and epil. It arîaç^, to 4 c^rtaiiv 
ésgrae» frpm » fiilness pf miad, a i^opioti^nf^i» 
dmà flu€ncy of conversation, that i^ ne^e^ 
driven by its own barrepoies» to thQ discupsioci^ 
of suliyects, merely and invariably of a p(Mv 
80Q«1 and private nature- Few are so idlçi 
9Q ignorant, or so ^ballow, an tp be indebt»d 
tQ tbe frailtie^ of tbeir »eighbour9, or tbeîr 
Mends, for tbeir sole topic of çpnversatipn. 
and remàrk. 

Tbere is al^, indeed, or thi» pflint a cir- 
Qumspection, whieh lt^ve$ tbe H^fire étranger, 
in Parisian society lial>le to imposition ; ^ 
few like to ^* thr^v ike jirst $tm^/' and ^^ J^ 
ne la eannaii pa$^*^ is tbe uaual reply to an^ 
e^qiuries made on thfesubject of such femafos, 
wbo, though not of the fomily '' de lu pru-r 
deriei^ still hold their preoarious plaee œ 
society, by a deçttK^ and proppiety of o^v. 
diiot, which lay suspicion at rast. 

Tbe innumerable nets, circles, and parties,r 
hito which tbe immense mass q£ Parisiaii 
seoiety is brokdn up, dœs not admit c^ ^bat 
imiveiisal expi»iure of cbaractér and canduet, 
whicb^ in a smaUer sphère of action, xur where 
fMiciety is nore blendcd, and ferais one @ieat 



wbole^ places evcrymember of thfe cOmmumiy 
before the mirror of gênera) objervotioii,^ 
None but chara€ter8 of emineoce and ^lev 
brity ceb be brought befiore the tribunal of 
public opmion in Paria, and risceive thé 
iodelible marks of infymy or high considera*r 
tion* To whatever extent dônaestic virtue 
and' conjugal fidelity may be carried, ii> 
France, by the disœmination of usefui know-* 
ledge, and tbe progreas of moml philosophy, 
it is exjtremely difficult to corne at any direct 
proofs of tbeir violation. For besides that 
refinenient and réserve, which décline tbe 
^landerouë communications of the idié and 
tbe malignànt, the long^^atablisbed laws of 
decency, with that conventional idea of Ai>»t-. 
séance, so implicitly <ibeyed, govèrn iihpe- 
liously the forma of Frénch adciety. It ihay 
be that, in strict observanee of its dictâtes, 
more virtue is afected, thàn ts pràetised^ 
yet no vain boast is ever made of a vice w hich, 
though âtôhion may sanction, morality éon- 
demns ; an^ those, wbo err ^^ by stêcdêk^'^ 
hâve the good taste to ^< ^^M, to jbut it 

It is indeed ourtou» to ofaaenre the severe 
prudence, ^inited ta thé çhildish voiatâîty of 
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tfais paradoxical people, whose chàracter and 
govemment seem so long to hsLve beau at 
variance, as to hâve mutually re-acted upon 
each otfaer^ and reconciled extrêmes almost 
irreconcilable, the one always leading by its 
dispassionate and amiable éléments towards 
thca virtué, which the other endeavoured to 
obliterâte by slavery and Gorniption. And 
tbough the long*-inculcated habits of a base 
môrality on a particular points niust stiil 
bave left much pf its taint behind it, and 
though the sevener and tvell-devdoped prin- 
ciples^ which free countries possess, may 
not hâve taken a universal root in France, 
y et how £atvourable to the cuitivation of 
moral qualities the mild and génial tempéra- 
ment of the French nation bas ever been, is 
best evinced in that extensive propriety, 
which even the most vicions respect, and the 
most degraded do not violate. 

In the lowest places of public amusemient, 
in the most mixed and motley assemblies, ail 
is decency and seemtBg proprietjr. No iook 
shocks the eye, no word offends tke earof 
modesty and innocence. Vice is never 
rendered dangeKt>iis. by iexa^nple, nor are its 
allurements &miliarized to the mind of 



*^^— 
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youth, by the publicity ûf its exhibitioûs. 
This propriety of exterior, thîs moral de- 
cency in manners, bas been made a subject 
of accusation against thç French by récent 
travellers, w1k> demonstrate their patriotisin> 
by extoUing even the licentionsness, which^ 
in Ëngland^ openîy presenting itseK to public 
observance, marks by very obvions limits 
the.lîne between vice and virtue. But En- 
gland^ tbe first country in the wolrld, be- 
cause still ihe^eest, vrill disdaintbis parasi- 
tical eulôgium on ail that is Êiulty in her 
social institiotionsy and a country which^ at 
this moment, is struggling equàlfy against 
the insidious influence of private BXkd public 
corruption y will surely not rank thoee among 
her friends, who would antoxicate her with 
an incense of indiscriminate praise, and con- 
founding her virtues and her: fanlte, lull ber 
into ' that vainr^glorious security : which bas 
ever been in ail states the sure fore^-runn^ 
crf slavery and dégradation* 

It is owing to the extrême propriety and 
even purity of manners, preserved in ail pub- 
lic places, in France, that young femal^s of 
every rank and condition, well brought: up» 
m^yTemam ignorant^ as ^as their owti ob?^ 



servàtioh goes» Ihat there doe$ exbt a wxetch*- 
ed porticm of tfaeir sex, who eat tfae bread 6f 
shame, and live by self-degradiktion. But 
Qo vcmtan of any rank or âge, nr bo bas only 
once Tisited a puUic place îd £ngland, cao 
«K^pe becoming the inrolunteiy witness of 
tbe moat imblùabitig vice, of the mott brutal 
iadecency. 

. Tbi3 Clinîcal mode of study în aioral85 
fiwtnally recommehded to tbfe innoceot and 
tbe înexperienced ; this purposely kading 
tb6 H9ifie and tfae vigotôus to tbe bèdside of 
disease and of death ; this guarding aiid 
preserviog bealth, by exposing it to the ob* 
servation and infection of malady ; is a sin-<^ 
giUar paradox în moral doctrine. But isurely^ 
whtn in the accidents of public society 
chance places vice within the sphère of vir-^ 
tue, if thé former borrows the veil of de- 
ceocyi in respectfol déférence to tfae latter^ 
and shame, blush ing and awe-«struck, still 
survives the loss of its companion innocence, 
the cause of moral good is still supported^ 
bonoured, and preserved. 
. While this decency of exterior exteixds 
itaelf to ail the forms of public associatien, 
it îs carried to an exceis in private society» 



whkb: siHiietiœea bftnlohM eaoe» and iadoce^ 
formality. There exists no such mode oi 
gtn&fying vunify, witliout Tiskingfeeiing^ as 
is practi;ied with ua^ uii4er the g^neric oame 
ôfjSirtmg. One of thMe lidaeist^ nmneanivg^ 
^^ ^irtatmnt/^ carried op in? the corner of 
eveiy drawiog-coom, wbere a^ Ëngliali aâ« 
sembly b hdd, oc pursuad oax the staireaae, 
or doorway ^ to the great aimoyanct; of ail 
pecAom^ Bot particularly interested în the 
alliance» wcmld sboek an degant societ^r 19 
Parîs^ faeyoïid ail pawer of endurance. Iil 
a£iirs of the heart» Frencb women. know t» 
médium between love and indifier^iee. The}; 
may hoxe maie fnmés^ but they bave no 
^rts ; aad if they bave a lover, they would 
be aa c8uti<Hia of diatinguisbing the f<ytun«te 
being in public sœiety, by any Qiarked pre^ 
fcareùce^ as aa Rnglifthman of iM^iico w<«uld 
be of pMking love ta \m owa irifË» b^re 
eonpamy. Speaking on tbk subject tA a 
very clevec aad iwary witty Fjencb womuui» 
Mad- d'E ♦ • ♦ d> she observed resp«6ttiig;t|i9 
dNeoeney, even of the wcnutti mosil. {io1^l]$ 
galfaiiit,. ' ^ Lfif; FT(mç€mm< $mt ^ $eulft$/emm0Ê 

êùr^eiiui msitoi ^^tùâci^it à imrs dev^^r^ et à 
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ia décence, qu(m4 même elles imt mte fùertu^de 
moins /'^ 

The public attetitions paid by English^ 
men, of the moat distinguished rank, to wo^ 
met! of public and notorious characters in 
Paris^ and their introduction of siich persons 
into the privâte circles of Society, cxcited 
universal indignation and conbempt. It was 
in vain to talk to the French of English 
morality, while ËngUshwômen were. seeatp 
associate with, and evexi to pay respeaiiful 
homage to some modem Xais of: the day^ 
whose fstshion rather than her talent had bé^ 
come her passport into society. 

No public women whatever are admitted 
into good French cotnpany. Once ^* sur le 
plamh09y*' once upon the boards, whetber 
as actress or as singer, they can nev^r be rseu 
ceivèd by women of character and condition, 
except in their profeasional capactty^ whea 
they are engaged and paid, *^ pour donner une 
seine j* on some particular evening, to sing 
tfieir ^ ^ro^ra on the night of a private coii«- 
cert. The pfima Dwmabf the opéra is tfaerb 
tiever the prima Donm'ypf private sûclety^ 
The wôtl-kfM>wû>aiieKnlote of (sonie £hglisk 
dutjchesses holdihg ttae^shawl of the licte pfô- 
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siding deity of the opéra hcfuse, in London^ 
till she Was ai leisure to put it on, excited 
infinité mirth in an assembly of French 
ladies, where it was related, in my présence. ' 
The iuiitative talents hâve indeed no false 
appréciation in France; they rank not 6^- 
fore^ but after original genius« While, in 
our circles, a fashionable actor, or first-rate 
singer, would be received with a more mark-\ 
ed distinction, than an Otway, or a Ciraa- 
ro$a; in France the author and the com- 
poser would hold a place in public estima- 
tion, and in private company, which the 
actor and the singer could never hope to at- 
tain. Oh ! it is depressing to the feelings of 
high*minded and seiisitive genius thus to re- 
ccive^,. in homely obscurity, its scanty raïau- 
âeration, and neglected by its cotempo** 
raries, to live only for that future day, which 
will corne too late, to awaken the graciotis 
émotion arising from comcious merit, craamsd 
by suceess; while the imitative talents, which 
Qwe their being to its labours^and dérive 
their âjiaterials from its imagination, are 
courted, feastod, and paid witb béêx unsparii^ 
prpdigality . Some . of the\ hesi^ poets, i in 
J^n^laod,^ a^rç at this momenlAtruijgkôig^ith 
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a ^^bare sufl&cieiicy'^ far ftoat tbosè eifcks, 
wfatch their talent» were calculatcd to iirra- 
diate and deligbt ; while Italian stngeni hare 
recently returned to their own coiHitiy> to 
punchase priucipalitîes, and English actors 
are driven to extravagant exctsêes, by the 
superabundance of saddenly^gotten wealtb, 
whkh they know not how worthily to em^ 
-ploy» or pmdently to accumulate. In tbts 
instance they certainiy ^' rnana^^ tbese «at^ 
ters b^ter in Franœ/^ 



'^ Le style a um sexe/' say» MarivauX5 '^ et 
en recannaitroit une femme à me php&§e^/* 
This observation is perfectly applicable to 
his own countrywomen. There it^ in their 
language^ ttyle, and phraseology^ somaâiing 
extremely semual^ z^faiesse^ a delicacy, a tact, 
a sort of instinctive appropriation of every 
woisd to its scnbject, which the fine percep- 
tûm and flexibUity of woman'a peonliar strttie-' 
tore can perhaps alone originate. Tbe i^ër-- 
bal criticisms of a Frenchwoman on literary 
pDoductionQy even her personal observa-^ 
^âens, are delivered witb a pointed and wéll-< 
turoed eleg^o^e, which makeç every sentence 
atDu «{Mf^RHlL JkMr oa s«b)ect8^ of Mem S€»ti^ 



ment, oof the derelapineDl of a feelsng, or 
the anaiyisis of a passion, they sp^ak with a 
pœcision and a facility, whkh, il ïK)metiBM& 
ifeficieat ia origioaldty, arealwayn directedl^y 
t^te^ aod expressed with tersenessr. 
- Perhaps tins talent^ or acquirement (and i 
believe it is partly both), issometimes carried 
ta arr extent that savours of ^tudjo^, and ap« 
proaches to aflfectatioiy Evcii^ ^^Kentir le àâi 
esprit,'^ is an imputation , which tfae most 
ctmfirmed précieuse is now aaxioi^ to aroid. 
Mbch however must be allowed to the dif- 
férence oinatianal mwmer; and the maimer of 
the m^t wxtural Freneh woman mmt cany 
Irith it, to English jodginent in its first iga^ 
pression» the taint of affectatâon* Until MS» 
perience correct, the enr or, her motions, hor 
gestures, her air, ail seam charaotaritcd hy 
motive, and ratber calciilated, than involu»» 
tary. The sudden lighdng<-up of her coun«« 
toBance» when aildreased, gives her^ aocondii^ 
t0 our phkgitiatiQ standard of inexpreaina 
qntetade, the semblance ^^ of OfiUîng^up/* 
like Ldidy Pentweezle, ^^ a look, for the oeca* 
sion/' . AU this, howarer, is^ mère xiatural 
ïdûbtlity, aicbd by habit and epnfifmedbyr 
Êtskion. And though it isûnpossiUainst tQ 
voLt I. y 
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sec, that there still remain in society many of 
thèse *.^ façonniéres/* whose motions go ^^ par 
retiort" who, like MoUere's CHméne, make 
** la moue, pour montrer une petite bouche, et 
roulent les yeux, pour les /aire paraître grands,'* 
yet, generally ispeaking, ail palpable affecta- 
tion is, in good society, deemed full as vulgar 
and as ri(|iculous, as it is in £ngland ; while 
whatever strîkes as original or néive, in the 
manner of the women of other countries, ob- 
tains the tribu te of unqualified aiid libéral 
approbation. 

Female éducation appeared to me much 
less sy stematic, and less professional^ thanwith 
us ; attended with infinitely less labour, and 
less pursued for purposes of exhibition. 
Music seems an acquirement, adopted only 
by natural taste and superior talent. It 
makes no indispensible branch of éducation ; 
and its theory is even sometimes studied, 
where its practice is neglected. While pre- 
tension is thus universally discountenanced, 
the unsuspecting visitor, who enters the 
salon, in searph of the higher enjoyments of 
tocial intercourse, is never taken in,'}xy 2l 
séries ofearfy préludes, and ^^ useful grounds,'' 
perfbrméd hy amateur débutant!^; nor is a 
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feigned admiration volùnteered or extortedl^ 
wîth ail the coroUary observations on new 
Systems, or the merit and qualifications of 
the varions fashionable and rival professors 
of the day. I did not indeed hear much 
amateur music in Paris ; but what I did hear, 
was exquisite and finished. One of the finest 
performers on the piano-forte, in Europe^ is 
a young French lady of fashion, now résident 
in Paris, the charm of every circle, the soûl 
of every society, in which she appears ; and 
yet I believe there are few, who would forego 
her conversation, for her music; or who 
would not find her wit and pleasautry *' still 
sweater than her song.*** 

Among the arts most pursued in the range 
o£ êamsiXe ednc^oUy pmnting seems the most 
prévalent. It is cultivated by women of the 
first rank with great success.-f The libéral 



* Mademoiselle d^AIpay, the young and devoted friend 
and companioii of the Prihcess de Craon ; known to some 
of the first persons in England, by the exertion of her ta» 
lent and virtues, during a painfiil émigration. 

-)• It is impossible to touch on the subject of female ac« 
complishments, în France, without noticing the three 
charming daughters of the late celebrated M. d'Esm'^rd. 
Thèse yery jrouilg Itodies speak French, English^ and Spa* 

Y 2 
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and splendid exhibition» o£ tbe best efforts of 
the greatest iliasters^ both of the modem aod 
àacieiit schoiols^ A(«hicfa> until witbi» the last 
two ytàT% were open to the French public, 
alCorded tinparaJ>lded opportiinitijeS} fer the 
cultivà^iion of taste and the feraftatiofit of 
judgiraetit ; and native talent wasL called forth 
and assisted hy the^ nuulkiplieifty o£ modeb 
and the facili ty of ^utslMt, wbich every where 
^resented tbemseli^es; 

8till, bofwevef> in France,, ai erery where, 
tbe arts are most imtebted to those, who Mapt 
bjr prqfesstTig them^ The bjesè Dtu&ic is to be 
had, for msoaey : the bèst pîctures are thme, 
which may be bought î aned the lamvérsal pa«^ 
sèon of tiie nà^tioa Sw kitdlectualand litei^ry 
pursuit, directs the vkws o£ -feniaieediicatioa 
aibre particidarlly to the culfeiyâJtion of misid» 

nkh, wilh equal élégance and fluency, and are first-rate 
nmsicians. Mad. InU d'Esminard, Aotwithstandiog her 
e:(treme youth, bas alreadjy obtained sonae celebrity for her 
exquisite talents in miniature-pau^ting, and mnks hîgh 
among the distingui&bed pupils of her master, ïsabey. By 
the récent changes in the govemment, the îpembers.of this 
most acçomplished &mily hâve suffered muçh in their cir« 
cuma(0.nce8« aiul the daugliter of an ex-minister now geeks 
resoui'ces of subsistence in, a talent acquired from taste^ îkl 
the purposes of amusement. 



•■m'im..^- ■• ,j I lui iBj _^«nBn( ^1 wn->ia^«a^^^^pi^^n^Hp^|i^BaH^^i^i^B^^i^W^ggppB^MB^^B 



éhan èo tiaje innla^ttHre tolenis. Readif^ «tnj 
ocmvi8nsiati(w are ^ek rnsource ^nd their 
iœbcit ; aad îf Ibey fiarnish society wifch fewer 

■ 

{«reteiiflitig and îniferior artiste, tbey enridu 
ît 'w4tli a prQp(Hl:ionate mimber of <«^Il:<4i> 
£wflKd aadt^egfKDt gentkwûmen. 

It VAs.obMffied 1^ tlîç patriafrch xÂ Femejf, 
in âae of ii> Cf/nical fiU, that ^^ les Pmiai&às 
parJet^ hien Uur ^angû^ farce quHU n'm^sûveot 
f^int^d' autres'' li^ehzà^yà^^^ parlent point 
d' autres y^' the observation would be better 
â^lied tuD ,the Trench ci ike pr^eet day . 
1%» Ftaaoh ooKgan fiaems to lond itsâlf with 
^W9à diffîcftitty to ttke fennation of sfmxkês, 
lt0t striotiy vemaoujbr. I «caircely keeni^ {i 
«iMinm in .Pari&^ who drd not «ad ËngHâh^ 
min had not nesyd aU <M»r dassioal aiiihm^-; 
ytt I kBow bttt ifaree> wiio could ape$i^ ii tp 
te findewtood ; und twQ <ztf ibm^ lddiô6 ha^ 
iieen dn £DgkQd. 

To ande9r»tat^9 iiiQiw total }y idîHerentt fin^ 
^t^tikmus &£ lE liangoa^ î» frosn ils afjpeojraiM^ 
4x> tbe efe, H es 4Qei^fi$ftiy to bear it isqpKrkan 
by a foreigner, who never heard it pronounced 
by otbers. The efforts occasionally made by 
somç ef iny fair Parisia^n friends, to address 
me in Englisb, resembled vçry nj^çh thç ftt- 
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tempts at enunciation of the pupils of ttie 
Abbé Sicard, in his seminary for the damb 
and deaf . T he words seemed bolted eut, after 
a little convulsive struggle in the throat, as 
Harlequin is made to articulate» in the Italian 
comedy, by a violent thump given him ou 
the back. A very pleasant person, after an 
ineffectuai contest with some guttural sounds 
of th and ph, exclaimed : ^^ Ah ! ma chère, c^eH 
inutile ; ce vilain Anglais me reste toujours au 
gosier. • 

I never, however, found myself incliped 
to smile at their difficuities and their mis- 
takes, that their own politç and kind imiul* 
gence to the ludicrous errors, whidi th^ 
hear every day made in their own polislœd 
language^ did not give me some very^ eom<- 
punctious *^ visitings of conscience.^ The. 
pains» indeed, they take to translate a^b- 
reigner to himself; to clear up the confusion 
of his ideaSy in the entanglement between 
tvro languages^ are equally indefatigable and 
amiable ; and they hâve a peculiar expert- 



* I hâve often been much amused, by heitring IVench 
Udies discuss the mérite of the style of BohertsoU) Hume^ 
Gi^)bon; and Johnson, 
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Hess at this sort of yçrbal construiiig, which 
places their habituai good-nature in strong 
relief. I remember a friend of mine explain- 
ing to the celebrated Mad. de V**te, the 
inâuencç which the voice of the law in £ng* 
land held over the people; which, he ob- 
served, was sure to enforce obédience even 
to its most inferior officers. To iUuàtrate 
this position, he chose a riotous assemblage 
of the lower orders, suddenly dispersed by 
the constahle of the parish. •* Oui, madame y^ 
he repeated, V* dispersé par le connétable.'* 

The good sensé of , Mad, de V seemed 

rather to revoit at. the ccnnétableU interfering 
upon such occasions ; and shé began to sound 
the mistake by, ^^ Comment d<mcy monsieur, 
votis avez aussi un grand connétable ? Fous avez 
donc aussi vos Annes de Montmorenci ?^' My 
Ënglish friend, provoked at her dulness, en^ 
deavoured to explain to her, that nothing 
could be less like the great Anne de Montmo- 
renci, than the worthy compeers of Monsieur 
Towu^end and Co, ** Enfin, madame/^ l\e 
added, ^* un high constable, c'est un alguaziW 
^^ Ah, seigneur dieu! monsieur,'' repliedMad. 
de V-~-, *^ qu'est-ce que vous venez donc à me 
dire? Vous avesf des Alguazils U-^rv^tus autres 
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JSen répuiliûùmi f" My English intnA «a» 
ûow completely posed, imtil MB4i. -de V— • 
itfid^took to ttfaxJslate for ym, and ^ith the 
eo^omary *^ tenez^ vom aiiez wir^' fornid a 
pamtlel for the grands <9n$tùhie8 of Englaod, 
m i^me of thê sabaltem departmei^ of Uie 
Frônch police. 

It tô a very singuiar drcamstance, that the 
fetura of theFremchcmigrantsfrom Ëtigland^ 
aifter «i twenty-five years' resîdenoe in that 
ceuntiy, bas absolvitely added notlûng io 
the stock of a^wreim^ïts^ in the Ëvrgiish 
langaage or litefr^U^eaiê. Of the ^umbërs 
w^m I «let itt «o«*irty> who bad resided ki 
En^nd, I couMtievtfr geft •ooe to speak to 
me in Eng^isli^ witb the e:ïoeption of tbe 
Prince Louis de la TrittKMiiUe, and fcbe Prince 
deBeant*eau. The umal ïfeply was, upon 
a!l oCcasiofts> ^ Tentend^ FAngtûis, mak je 
ne le pârk pûs.^ ^ 

ï iras at court tlie iright that Mrs- GaHiftrn, 
the American atnbassadress, wass presented 
te theDncheBsed^Angôulème, irhoaddtessed 
her in French, ^ Being infoïwred that Mrs; 
ér. tfed not iBpeak Fferich, her ir^al highness 
Wcpressed her regret U> Mr. Oallitp, tfh*t 
^ icofâd not ^iddiMs bis tedy i>n English^M 



fa. ■ ■ 



ghe tovid nat speak thut Jonglage. MadaiM 
(d'Axigimlêrae ^as receiviod under tbe |m)^ 
tection (rf Ëtigland^ wfa^ 3^ islmost a c^ild^ 
ftnd li^red tbcre tweffty y^ars- T!be «anîgnmt 
nofeility , indeed, seem to imvift f(topt ig^tt 
witb English libemtu», ^is with ^verytMiig 
else^ «t thereign of Louis XIV. They«tîM 
taik with deligbt of tbe '' ^eos^m of MêH^^ 
sieur Tonson/' g^nd »6wq«ire witii unëbafed 
friendsiâp after ^ Monsieur Y^ng, ^i les 
charmantes mnks.'^ A kimàveA 'tim& S Qm^rè 
been oifèFtd ^a fÂnch 43f N^isiF^ a>nd a ^sbMt 
orkicfsm t?ôgethcr, on Eti^îib poesy; be*- 
gifHHwg with, " Ah, mêpêàme, wus évsis 4es 
jfoêtes ôïmrmanti, dHcrmêsnts^ Voire Tà/ssà$^ 
par exemple; et w^ romam, maduM^ v^tvt 
•* Betn TGftless,^ mais c'e^f im t^im, qme *«fi* 
Betsi Tiafhés f powr ne ri/en éèri^ &e fe 4êpifit 
Citmsser^ - 

lialiafi «nd Oewnan are inwe t?p^«i ^ 
T'mnce thati Efi^ish, tfeoti^ »tft fti<»e 



ftnd a)i 'titie <H)iïtiiiefftal 4afi^ageè 4tid«i6Ïd ^tito^ 

/ 

« I tiieâ^âii wài, on my reaannfi»iiEi|^«B^ ioInmiAii» 

"Written in the JSnglish laqgvi^^, that ï migbt mjself 
judge of the merits of a work, spliighly estiinatedl>y some 
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ter. more into the system of éducation in 
France, since the révolution, than they evear 
did at any period before that event. The 
reason is obvions : France , for a time heid 
the same place in Europe, which Rome had 
once held in the then Jknown world, and per* 
sons of ail nations were Ibund filling the 
public places, and congrégations, iu the pri« 
vate circles of its capital; 

It may be said of a French woman, what 
^he King of Prusisia said of hiiDself : " Lors- 
que je suis bien comprimée fat Une ressource ad^ 
mirahle.'' For the full developmeut of thç 
character and faculties, a Frenchwomap 
jnust be placed under the influence of cir- 
cumstances of gr^at emergency. She makes 
u much better heroine than a . housewife, and 
•is more adéquate to encounter dangers and 
difficulties, which call for exertion, and bring 
^reat recompense, than to meet the bustUng 
duties of every-day-life, which require only 
SHiall sacrifices, but <kniand perpétuai efforts. 
There is asortof real or affected helplessness 
about French women, of the higher classes, 
which rendfers them very dépendant upon 
their doniestics ; and 2i/emme^de^chambre, or 
maitre^d' hôtel ^ has the same swperintendence 



80CIBTY. SSl 

in a French fomily^ as in England irould 
devolvé on its mistress, except she was of the 
very highest class^ and at the bead of an 
establishment, quite unknown in FiâDce. 
Nowoman of the iowest description med- 
dks with the mysteries of dress-^ihakii^v: 
their needle-^-work is ail omamental ; and I 
hâve overheard coarse, vulgar persons in 
shops and public places talk of tt^ir coutu^- 
riérei^** their marchandes de modes, and their 
femmes^de^chambre, who had themselves by 
no means so respectable an appearance^ as a 
second-rate housemaid in the faimily of an 
•Ënglish gentleman. 

The ability and shréwdness o£ a Ftiench- 
woman, of condition» séem indeed ^n^iifined 
to the pénétration of character, the deve- 
lopment of passions, aïkl to subjects ôf taste 
and abstraction. She rarely applies the fuU 
force of her powers to the coarser business ctf 
life. She is unequal to those economical 
calculationsy by which ËngUsh thrift ba- 
lances means, and régulâtes expenses. In 
the distribution of pecuniary inattersi the 
femme comme il faut, the woman of £uhion» is, 
generally speaking, an amiable, but thought- 
less child, She gratifies her feelings and her 
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pmpinaitiiB with t^aidess pMtfiiptittidfe;» give« 
her mcÊ^y to tftie relief of HOMery > or to tJne 
demanAs df ber nilltner, vtith woorefleottog 
ntrièttoss; and kys out lier intom^ m ^ireas 
andclnritf^ inDkels«od amufifoeieiié», ^ifeh 
pnftéigal 4ttiBplidéy. I*iiemrbmrd aFro^di 
wowan isaijr any 4ibing was ^«r; ami "whefi I 
liave loAea thovgbt te a«tonifth Uaeœ^ by tJbe 
exorhitattfe charges ^ a tradesmao^ wHo I 
fUfiposed had made sue {)iay ^' cf» (ifame ^4ii^ 
glm^^"^ tbey faave aiway s MMiused »€ witb 

Among tbe mîddie o)ftM(M> lioweyer, iEi»d 
most particularly among Hmi ïwt^ 'dasfi of 
^reUrlxaln persow^ whom a^long traip <of po- 
litîcal WeÎMitiidea Jiave pr acl/t^d in ail tJba 
€Ktf e me> of «tealitii aiïd of indii^ençe, I asm 
éold iàe nost ligîd cceooaigr îs «imted kp 
fSààt tdeeanqy of ^peamnce» whîch almoait 
ItmemilB 1x> olcgasoe. B y this .^m^ /oîf e of 
Ito female heads of âimilias, tmaby #iie cfmh- 
iMtt^ably laupiported inPams, an^ are ^eAaM^d 
Éd enjey ttie «ocktyof a fSâkct cweb^ ^n an 
tottoœe^ uriitch irouU jscoBroely onatiitain «n 
Mdiiddial, <hi a eoirakry iowii in £nglattd. 

!&tocu>aiy<, thmiiioceughiy cnqlerstïood, m 
«feai tfiiFtJier pronoted îby tlie copMJiiifliioti 



cf familles : for the bneaking tipatld dèrîding 
the comtiion resources, hy a multiplication 
af separate establishments» isanerentofTeiy 
coiKsiderable rarity. This ble^ed iniioa of 
family intefests a»4 oihfmUy affections, irhicli 
ladites ^o many générations tinder one roo^ 
and blonds th^ views of the aged^»[Kl tfae 
young, is one of tbe happiest aspects^ in 
which the character and habits of the natkHt 
présent themselves. Tl)e dHtrlisk séparation 
ôf interests, which with us so soonloosens the 
tîes of parental and filial tenderness,, which 
makes the aspiring son pant for that majo- 
rity, which gives hiœ an independent esta- 
bH^hment, and renders^ the isealouo &tfaftr tho 
Suspicions tenant of his impatient heir, îs 
^vholly unknown in France. Their domestic 
life is purely patriarchal ; every family coa- 
sists of threeer feur gei^eratioias, ail gathered 
under the same tm^, ail aseembting at the 
same hearth, and ranging round the same 
table. That cbeeriness of spirit, that even 
flow of teraper, which ^^ opérai in. each h€urt 
û littie h'éaîHsn/* ptéwer^fH» m hBommmy and 
order in the social go^emment of every mé^ 
nage, which the morbid humours and bilious 
afiEeabioBS) €ing<Bnd€ce(l by^ lésa génial climes 
and tempéraments^ so frequently distuAr« 
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Among thé many charining iamily pîcturea, 
which so often gratified my heart and ima- 
gination, by the exhibition of united affec- 
tions, may I be perinitted to sélect one, 
which, for its brilliancy and beauty, migfat 
claiin that préférence, which my gratitude 
for attentions received from ail its merabers 
unreflectingly gives. I mean the family of 
the Prince de Beauveau* Interesting by 
its historical relations, but doubly interest* 

• The family de Beauve&n is one of the most ancient 
houBBs of Lorraine, and tliey are princes of the empire. 
The uncle of the présent prince was the celebrated minister 
of Louis XV. ; his maternai uncïe, the no les8 celebrated 
ChewliCT de Boufflers, the aathor of the lettew fiom Swit- 
. xerlwd, and ihe enfatU chéri of V»dliûre. The Princew* 
de Beauveau, one of the moBt amiable women in France, 
is daughter to the Duke de Mortemart. Their eldest son. 
Prince Charles, is united to the aster of ihe Duke de 
Choiseul Praslin, and co-heirees to the wealth of that rich 
ud illustrions fiunily. Their tecondson. Prince Edmond 
de BeauYeau, who, with his brother, attained at a rery 
early âge to high military distinction, is at once a iwr, 
and a splendid image of the youth of France, gallant, sjri- 
rited, and impetuous, 

as hia maternai birtl '^ 

tiaits and arcb hnmov ^ 

the author of the " S 

ladies, Natalie and ( '" 

ing to the standard of Englial^Pîte, th. lowlifert-perBOna 
ÎR Fbris. ' ' ' ' 
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îng by its présent position, and by combin- 
ing, in its group of four générations, ail that 
is vénérable in âge, respectablç in maturity, 
lovely in youth, and charming in infency. 
. It is a mctôt gracions sight to behold thèse 
little patriarchal circles always united, al- 
ways together, enjoying the delicious fresh- 
ness of the summer evenings, in ail the pub- 
lic gardens of Paris. The grand-^children, 
and sometimes the great grand-children, at- 
tended by their" bonnes^'' lead the van, with 
their light, bounding steps, and playful gam- 
bols ; ^^ les chers patem,^^ as they are usually 
called, follow, and le bon papa et la bonne 
mamma him^ up the rear, with well-sus- 
tainéd gravity. Chairs are hired, or seats 
are taken immediàtely, for the elders ; while 
the younger party are permitted, under the 
vigilant eye of la botme, to skip their ropes, 
CM* dance their '^ rondes;*^ to forin boUow 
squares, or to mount guard (for ail the boys 
are military ;) while *' les petites marchandes,'^ 
ôr petites bouquetières with well-taught insi- 
nuation of manner, : offer to ' ^ mes aimables 
demoiselles," or *^ beaux jeunes messieurs,'^ their 
conjitûres and nosegays, for a rémunéra- 
tion ^ left to tlie genero^ity of the young pur- 



chasen ; vtth tio^ usml ebsfinratkm of maie^ 
maiselle a lajigwre trop oimÊhhy pour que je nt 
mcJieroU pas é m gémérv$ité. 

Tbe fcmnm^dehdkÊomhre is at this mcmioiït 
the same £raiiliajr> shmwd» importaiit^ and 
oMensible periion, in a Frendoi £umly> as sfae 
a^^tpeara m tbe Toinett^s aoé Dorinas, the ki^ 
imitable ^uîi;«ftf er of Motie». Sonurtime» fcbe 
dir«ctor-geiieffal o£ Ihe ettablisbonefit, she }$ 
alwa^a the cahinet^mxDÎstar o£ her lady ; who 
gen^r^y briiiga lier kiko the iMniiy,. on tbe 
vitdâing-éày, aud she is not vttlireqtiei^y tl^ 
Qnly feraale Mnraat io tbe bouse. 

As it is kss tbe £ft»hÎDn wîth French ladiies 
to ^^ c<mrir les boutiques,^^ than it ia with Ëng^ 
liah ladiea '^ êo shop^^ altaost ail purcbases 
ara ma<}e by the^/mi^r-^^ncftataére^ except 
œatters of .ooesie taste oê fapcy. And I haye 
geiaerally heud it obaeriFad, bj women of ixlj 
aiuquain tance, that the attachaient and.fidcH 
lity of thèse pensons rendered tfaem perfectly 
wortby of the trust reposed în tbeinu 
. The mioÊMe €£ tbe young married lady^ 
frequeiitly becomes iu ti»e im bonne of the 
matron ; and to har care tbe chàldren aee e&* 
trasted ; even the first rudimei^s of thetr 
éducation are conimitted« La bomu u a 



1 



something betir^e» It^e Orecian titjirse .and the 
Sfianish diiLenpa; w^th ail the a^fe^ctiooate 
devolidn of tiie one^ ^nd ail thé ofiS^l dig^ 
nity of the otlwr. iH^specjt^ by tshe sjervantSi 
beloyed by tb^ children^ wd tjfeâ.ted t<ritH 
(OQ^eràtioc^ by her emplQyer?> /a Acwn^ 
generally remains in the fyfni\y, ifter hejf 
young charge is consignçd to the çam of su-^ 
perior îwati-iictpus.^ Voltaire h said to hay^ 
submitted to the jur^sdiction .Qf Ijds i(^n«^, ^t 
the mom^t thfirt he execci^ed a^ absolute 
authority over the opinions of vxoxp thâ.n oxie 
half of lîterary Europe. 

In one of the m^ny de,lîgbtfai ,c!0nv€^sa^ 
tion^ I had wlth Madaj;«e la Marq^^ de Y 1^ 
iette, on the subject <?if ycO^ta^rç ^ hef jadopted 
ÊEtther, she rejated ^ ^ipa ^ixv^ pleasan^t 
aoecdotes of the ^ue^ce whj^h jp^or^^^r^» or^ 
as he called her^ 5^> i}à^ ^i^cient iç^ne, held 

* The establistHîMfht of a ^iVéneh femity ^rank^Uid fûT'^ 

tane genemUy coqMts ofa fgmtnerd^^^AMm^^^f^^^^. 
de^charge^ a ma^re éPhotel, anA vfaldi^dc^cbambre.} twp 
laq^ato oï footaien^ qn^ of whom ip the/rc|r/eiir, (iki^fonâ 
de la maison) per&rming ail the 6£Bces of à house-maid 
wîth us. To theae are added the tkef^*eui$ine^ md gar^ 
çon fojfftcéé 

VOL. I. 2 
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over hkn. Barbara was an old Savoyard; 
peèvish, irritable, and presumiog ; but dé* 
voted to lier illastrious charge, and- wàteliing 
with maternai solicitude ovér thoàe iiiftraii- 
tiès of bis âge, which her Own was exettpt 
from. " One day/' said JVfad. de Vilette, 
•' durihg my residericé al Femey, while I 
was making my toiletté, I was stattled by 
the riolent ringing of Voïtaire's bell. i fléW 
to bis apartment, while Barbara (who âlways 
sat in his anti-chamber) hobbled âftèr ttie. 
^ Je sonne mon agonie P vociferated Vdltaîrè, 
as we entered together. ^ Je me mewre,^-^- 
he then explained to us, that he had drank 
a cup of rose water by mistake, and was^l- 
most poisoned. * Comment dond /^ exclaim-^ 
ed the provoked Barbara, released from her 
féars, and restored to her ill-temï>er. ^ 

^^ Comment donc! lî faut être la bêté 4^s 
bêtei y pour faire une telle sottûe.* -^ '-^ 

' ^Béte, mtnon,* replied Voltaire, with the 
subdued tone of a chided school-boy; ViV 
n*est guerre plaisant d^être ei^poisonné même 
par V esprit dé rose /*' " . \v. 

Molière had alsb his bonne, and Sabà, 
and /a Foref, belong as much to postenty^ 
as the illustrious geniuses, whom they hâd the 



SOCIETY. 339 

honour to serve, in the nesponsible character 
qV* la benne r* ' . 

The State of domestic servitude in France; 
has, from the ^arlieçt times, evinced the 
kiheFently amiable and mild disposition of 
the people ; a disposition which alone ame- 
liorated and rendered durable the severity of 
the feudal System. The term damestique 
rarely carried with it any sensé of dégrada- 
tion. In the days of Charlemagne, many of 
the great officers <Â the crown bore the same 
epithet as the domestic servants of the court. 
The anciënt nobility placed their children in 
a sort of domestic servitude in the families of 
lioblemen, more opulent and more powerful 
tfaan themselves. Bayard, the " chevalier 
sans tache et sans peur y"^ was conducted, while 
yet a boy, by his father, to^ the castle of his 
rich and powerful uncle the bishop of Greno- 
ble, to enroli him among thé youth of the 
prelate's establishment; when, after mass, 
/' On le mit à table, au derechef chacun Jit très 
honne chère, et y servait le ban chevalier, tant 
sagement et honnêtement, que tout le monde en 
ifisoit du bien/* The young Bayard soori 
learnt the grâces qf his office, with ail the 
address qf the young Cyrus; and when: the 

z 2 
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Duke of Savoy came to 4iniier ai the bn 
shop's, *' Bayard/^ says Tbeodoi^ QodfroVr 
'* /f gertoit trè$ mig^nntmttt^.'^ 'c 

It is not very long sîiKie the Dttc 4r 
Bouillons* paid to the Noailleiy a pemîoiDb 

^' jMire qu*€lU étoit la réçomp^n^ dés service 
domeitiquéê rendus far un Nôai/kst à ia tmma»! 
de Turenne ;'' and Louis XI V« talk» of aend*» 
ing a ^' grand seigmur, qui ^t mon domes^ 
tique,'' on an embassy to thç Pope. 

Modem servitude in Fïancoi k^s dîgnifi^ 
and respectable thaa ia more, primitive tim0çs»t 
ia still 9oftened by oiaoy iiidulgencefi» ap^ 
i!endered more tolerable» by the mutual good-^ 
will which ufiually exista betw«^ tbe ma^ter 
and tbe dome^tic. Tbe heaUh and co9»w 
fort of tbô servant» m France are mmoh iQ9Md 
attettded to than in any part of Great JBri^ai«. 
They arô nqt <toiifuied^ tha gref^^r portion of 
thie day, wider ^round^ ia ^mh^ifi<sûme.vu^kf, 
digoified by the Bame of kitcheai and offîol^^ 

^ A amoas iacUbat look phce «oine jniftis back m* 
Farîji. Mon* G — — r<^ a prira^ ^enjl^a», diie^d^Uf» 
servants in the «t^e livery as the Duk^ de Villerois. ^he 
duke took exceptioA to it. Mons. G ' e told Yàm, that 
tlie li very yursa his o^m, i^d that the Viltetèk liad {ùtméif 
nipMnÉt. 
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The French oJ(ce is on the grouild-t«ç)or,î or, 
fréquently, ewry étage has its little kitcheii, 
where the chef-de^ukme and ihe gardon d^of^ 
jkt only inhabit ; ail the rest of the dome«* 
tics occnpy tke anti^room^ vrhich is too near 
the apartment of the superior of the family, 
to admit of boisterous mirth, or coarse im- 
propriety. 

This chamber, generally «paciotis, looks 
into the court-yard, and is sirapîy furnîehed 
with necessary accommodations ; its. Mme îs 
theybyer of domestic sociality in winter, and 
in sumraer the open wmdow* are ^îqually at- 
tractive. Hère the /emmé-de^hambrcy al^^j^ 
«eated at htv wodt-table, glancee her shrewd 
look, from under the eye, at the guest w-bo 
passes on to the apartment of her lady : hère 
tlie mnître d^Mtet look$ oyer his accotints^ 
and the valet^e-^fmmbre reads hi« «novel, or 
his pîay , ready to perform his oflSce of grwm 
vf the tkamber •; wfcilethe more btostlingjProf- 
ienr, who in tbe evenrng assists as iaquuis, or 
Ibotman, is^ngiaged in aîl the active «érvicc 
of the house during the day. Hcre too a?re 
recerved «Al thé ^servants who may arrivé 'witfc 
tSïe carriages of tibe guests -, for the lady and 
lier footman walk tïp togetfcer^ m^d each Jiare 
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an equally comfortable aparttnent to receive 
them. A poor gentleman in boots, or a 
prince covered with ail the insignia of rank 
«id royalty, seem to excite the sanie sensa- 
tion in the anti-room. The servants ail 
jkeep their seats^ and no one attempts to rise 
at the entrance of the most distinguished 
guest, but the mettre d* hôtel or valet ^ who is 
to throw open les grands battans^ with a 
theatrical air, and announce, with a most 
stentorial voice, the rank and name of the 
étranger. 

There is no contrast more shocking and 
violent, in £nglish society, than that pre- 
senteu by the situation of master and servants 
during the hours of social intercourse of 
fiwhionable London. For the one, the air » 
perfumed with roses, and the chill atmosphère 
of winter expelled by every artificial contri- 
vance ; and comfort, enjoyment, and accom- 
modation are studiously accumulated. Foi" 
the other, ail is hardship, suffering, and 
endurance. Exposed for hours to ail the 
inclemency of the season, in listless idleness, 
or in vicions excess (the necessary and in- 
évitable àlleviation of their degraded situa- 
tion), this large and useless class of p^arsons 



SOCIETY. 343 

gratify thé ostentation of their masters, at 
the expense of health, and of every better 
feeling and higher considération; 

In France, the healtli, comfort> and œoraU 
of the servants gain by an arrangement^ which 
good taste, and good feeling, seem alike tq 
hâve instituted. \Yhen the guests of thç 
cvening assembly arrive at the porte^cochére^ 
the porter assigqs a place^ either in a vac^u^t 
remise, or in the court-yard, for the carriage 
and hor^s, which, generally ^helter^d front 
the weather, and shut up under the care of 
the porter, leave no further anxi^ty on the 
minds of tlie masters or servants, who usuallir 
ascend together the vast open staircase. 
While the former pass on to the saion^ the lat- 
ter join the circle of second- haud high iîfe, in 
the anti-room, which, well iighted and well- 
warmed, generally présents a card-table, 
where some round game is playing. Or, 
perhaps, little groups assemble, while som£ 
one reads aloud the journals of the day, or 
some novel, taie, or vaudeville ; for eveiy body 
reads in Paris, and the servants are neither 
last nor least among the studious.* 



^ PaBstngilirougb thea^room, at TiSmà. De Briche's^* 
one Sundày evening, I was accidentally detained there for 
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I beliere, indeed, it is peculiar to Fraiice, 
that there eiists in it a branch of literatufe, 
which, if not very extensive, is solely ap^ro^ 
priated to the use and benefit of servants. 
** Le vrai régime du gouvernement des Bergen 
tt des Bergères/' by Le bon Berger, is a Very 
ancient production^ applicable to thé rufitic 
ménage. ^* Le parfait cocher, '* supposèd tb 
hâve beett written by the Duke dfe Nevet^ ; 
^' L^ Auteur laquais ;'^ '^ La vie de Jasmin, /* 
hofi laquais ;'* ^* La maison réglée ;*' *^ Ijss De-? 
poirs généreux des domestiques deVun et l^ autre 
sexe etvoers Pieu, et leur maîtres et maitr^sses, 
par ttft domestique \*' and *^ Le moyeU (fe 
former un bon doniestique,'' arfe ail works of 
great ^tility, writtetî irith appro][)riate sim- 
][>licity ; and making but a smaU part 6f th^ 
^omçstic library; 
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Il few n[iinut^; during whiçh Ume 1 cojUnted dûctj 
çervants engaged in playiog round games. Among the 
çhowy French liveries, I pérceived ^he liveries of the 
iHiM^wick filniily, of the Brillsh ambassad^r^s, and thosé of 
lom^ othet dktihguiished Briibh fkmilîH. î'hè Ftiglùsk 
footmeu seemed to assîmibtte yevy rwlily. wlth Fréticli 
inodes, and doubtless thought this a pleasanter mode of 
passing their thne, than M'^^iting in the streets, or even 
safu^lng io î^ admittlliicë Midléjr è iëtiiporai^ ^ed^ in 
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I wâs one day walkitig on the ^ai Vûitmre^ 
foUowed by out* kajfuuis de pluce^ when he 
suddenly stepfc up to me, and^ pointing tb a 
bookselter's ahap^ ^^ Au gtnnd Voitniré/^ he 
idbsërved ; '^ Voilà^ Madùme^ une muhon ton^ 

$Mréà êtn génie r Thef^e difed Voltaire*— in 
that apartment with Ihe i^hult^fs etoâ^d. 
^* There/* he added, emphaticâlly, ^^ died 
the jint of our great men ; perhaps also thé 

Upon ail ooca&iôndi indéed ^ this intelligent 
attendant eithtbited a kttowledge of Ft^nch 
llteratuîei whi£^h> 6t)ni a discovefy hé OflCè 
incidentally made, appeared to me ihe more 
surpfising. 

I was one morning writing a note tô thé 
Baron I>6noti, and being a little donbiftil of 
the pùrity of my French, I Was rèading aloud 
my billet to my httbband> ô>îf the behéÔt of 
hîs grammatical experiente % ^\\tx\ our valet, 
Charles, who wais arranging borné flôWêrs in 
thé room, pàused in his work tO listen to me. 
3efore I had got half through my note, he 
înterrupted me with, *^ Mille pardons y mais'^'-^ 
Madame — '* and he hesitated. " This is not 
French, then," I observed : ** is it not so> 
Charles >" " Mai$, vut, Mtiitaney «'tM Fra»* 
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çaise si vous voulez; mais ce n'est par 9 vu, et 
puis y pour le style g^e&t froid/' 

*î As for instance^ Charles ?*' 

*^ Eh bien, madame, par exemple, you begîil 
by sayidg, you regret that you cannot hâve 
the pleasure^ &c. &c. and yoU should say, 
"je suis au désespoir." 

I proposed to Charles to wfite the letter 
himself» and that I would copy it. 

" You may write it, at my dictation» if 
you please, miladi,'' said Charles, ** but for 
reading and writing/' he added, '^ voilà une 
krafèché de mon éducation, qu^àn a tout a fait 
négligée.^* 

The note, as dictated by Charles, was sent 
to Mons. Deaon, and I believe holds a ptçice 
among the other cupiosities of his collectioo. 

The circuçistance of this illiterate literatus 
quoting, and occasionally alluding, to work$ 
of celebrity,* notwithstanding his having 
neglected the more vulgar attainment of 
reading and writing, induced me to make 



♦ Speaidng of La Belle Limonadière of the Pakus' 
Royal, Chaiies applied to her a Une from Molière : ** Elle 
outre une grande bouche, pour fie rien dùre,^^ adding ** cor 
c^k esi ttus$ibéie que IfeBe.'' > 
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$pme inquiry as to hi» mode of study. 
Chs^rles informed me that it was usual for 
the lower classes, in his quartier, to assemble 
at each other's . doors in the summer's even- 
kigs, for the pvrpose of listening to some 
'* lecture/' AU whp could^read, took tlje 
.book in turn; and those who couid not, 
iistei^d, marked, learued, and inwardly 
.digested. 

. The nuniber, however, who cannot in tum 
cxïntribute to the instruction of their friends^ 
is very small. Nothing is more nsual than tç 
see the hackney-coachmen reading on their 
stands, and even the ^^ commissionnaires /\ and 
the porteurs d'eau, drawing a duodecimo from 
their pockets, and perusing it with the most 
profound attention, in the intervais of their 
Jabour. It is impossible to visit ** ies Hal^ 
les,'' the Parnassus of the comic Vadée, 
withput being struckwith the market, open- 
ed equally for poetry and potatoes, for phi^r 
losophy and ûsh, for herbs and history. 
There the cries of '^ Haricots verts," and 
•* voyez, voirez, monsieur, des maçuerausjrais," 
are mingled with *' voilà lesfahle^ delà Fon^ 
taincr voilà le Télemaque de Fenelon ! voilà les 
contes de Mons. de Voltaire/" Food for the 
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mlnd and for the body is hère botight Vfhh 
equal fecility, and both are adapted to the 
means of the humble purchasers ; for it îs 
certain that thèse havrkers would not carry 
theit clatoical ware to the hautits of the 
lowly and the vnlgar, if they did not find a 
ready market even among fish*wive» and 
marchande^ des herbes. 

The benevolent Mons. Chamousset, the 
Howard of France,, projected a society for 
servants so early as in 1754, under the nanie 

of ** L^étùbiissement pour les domestiques ma^ 
iades, et Vasyle pont les servantes hors de con- 
dition.^'^ Other similar establishments harfe 
Airisen since the révolution, to imptove their 
condition, and to provide against the iné- 
vitable eviis of âge and infitmity. 

There is no class, in France, whose tnan- 
ners So stfongly retain the marks of' the 
Shott-lived day of ** libetty and equalîty,^' 
as the domestic servants. There is indeed a 
ceftâîtt iine of déférence and revSpect which 

♦ " Oft owiiet" aays the Abbë ©Mg oit© m Ws «accdlem 
woik, " De la iamesticitéy^ Soc* ^ cciudkmenl dans la 
capitale quatre vingés corporations de ce genre^ qui em» 
brassent au moins six mille familles^ ce qui les porte à 
téconùtnte, ttux bonnes teuvres^ à Passistance réc^roqut.^ 



iMkAdi**i 



SOCIETT. S^ 

th^ey nev^r pas» ; bqt wjth» that boundftry, 
t^ ai?^ coQiffUiaîcatîve^ çe^jy ma aJmost 
iap^iliar^ and mth theîr -maâstcors^ a^ wttb 
theii: friefïd$> they cooâult, advise^ forawain^ 
Qoadc^le i^d rejoiçç^ ;wîtli'U|idîsgi)i^ sym^ 
pathy and interest ; I bave frequeûtly no^ 
ticed, in the first hou9«$» a ^^cvant tap hkk 
mast^r on the sliQulder^ jto diroet hï% atten- 
tioa to t^asfxe guest whp sf^od îst n^d of tt. 14 
^puJd bç tbam quite uwioeewajry to make 
ei^ceptîoQ for ^ Mccis^sfid risiàiUfy^ m£ivour of 
^' <>W Qrou^^ in the gun^^rmmi*^ 9» I^g60"T 
doe$ wîth M- Hardcartle». , A Fvcach la^ 
quais feels the laaeirît of a. good slory» to the 
fuU as much as his traiter ; and is almost as 
audiU^» îa testifying his ap|Mwfaation« I 
harve saad^time» «âeA the «ervalit» idih<wt 
cativulsed w&tli iMghtev^ al: the pltôasantma 
aad tiiiiBMinoita dtodcyi thatiCikc«latedi«m«^ 
the guôstSb upon 'whom tfeey urare irttDsdtag» 
. . The JufàUîaràty aad mAMnce i»f tbe sejrn 
vai^ts ata cettaîn pertod^M^oksty.^ tfiFmiice> 
theiracuteaess»xlexteiity^«idji*9M»itf,i&iii^ 
tMe>0ld draiiMi&e poets.aod «otoI wrîters wi4li 
their leàding characters and plots. And 
tliOHg^ t<he gtoered rdtfUii»a ^ iuuMdedge» 
occ«|^alÂfMi jirf IsxBost^ aod im^nnncnwat qI 
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iiiorals, must naturally lessén thé influence^ 
of low cûnnijig, and dispense with the' 
agêncy of unprincipled aHlity, 6till great 
quickness of perception, axid t^hrewdness of 
observation, may be traced in tfae successors 
%f the Scapins, the Mascarih, and Scagnarel^ 
hi, of tbe older ttmes. 

Shortly before I left Paris, a friend of 
mine told me that his vakt^de-^hambre, one 
morning while drebsitig his hair, perceiving 
tbat he was reading La Bruyère, observed^ 
*^ Cet homme là avait grande connaissance du 
ern^r humain \ mais il lui manqua une chose^ 
c^est Savoir été valet ^de-^chambre.*' 

♦ « * # ♦ ♦ ♦ # * * * ♦ ♦- - 

In the curions epistolary corirespondence, 
carried on for sotne time between Louis XV. 
and his friend, the Maréchal Duc de Riche-* 
Heu, the king (al\^ys speaking of himself in 
the third person) communicates tbe fbllow-^ 
kig important decision*^**^^ Sa méffcsté a dé^ 
ddi V affaire des parasols; et la décision a étéi 
fK€. les dames et Us duchesses pouvoient en 
éooitr à laipràeessiohi en cofisifuénce elles en 
éntr -r. '•' . '•; .> 't 

. In a cGUhtry, wbere the despotic chief 6f 
the gOTrernment thus interfsted himself in 
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the complexion of his subjects^ and tnad^ 
-tfae à£Ea.ir of the parasols an act of législation^ 
tHe toilette could not fail to be an object of 

• • • 

national attention , nor escape the inter- 
férence of royal ordinances and législative 
protection. 

Louis the XIV. the solemn Pope of ail 
frivolities, presided with an infallibility of 
judgment never disputed, over the wttrd- 
tobes of his mistresses. He seldom fstiled to 
attend the toiktte of Madame de Maintenon, 
even when the grâces had ceased to be the 
handmaid ; and it was in the dressing-room 
of the dduphinef, where Mad. de Maintenon 
0fBciated as Dame d'Atours, that the king 
irrecoverably lost his heart, subdued by the 
dë^erity and grâce with which she arrange 
ed the tresses of the royal head. " // est in^ 
concevable/^ s2Lys that artful person, speak- 
ing of this circumstatice^ '* comme Part de 
bien peigner les cheveux, ail cmtrAu à mon 
élévation^ 

the toilette, like the Aristolelian philoso* 
phy, reighed absolufe oyer public opinion in 
France. — Fromi its dogmas uid; doctrines 
there was no appcal ; and Buffon's maxim of 
'' y ou may know A man by the sort of coat 
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cation» AU» thereforç, whp iy?R nçl^ " iwfi 

op« tlHÀr ûWB ipferwrity of qualjftçfitiort 
and conditipo.. 

Crebillon (himself a man of fa^l^^) 
nwke» tguqhof ^|)« merits Afitt suçjqe^ pf jbis 

berqef dépend u|>9n th^ir ^Uig " vétf^f ^vM* 

nijansfir^ W* hesroitf bçcoutiep iflfcerc»tiBg,,3e^ 
çording to.tl^ sj»^» pf her ^ropgp, a»i ir^9r 

%^."* . -, .. 

ça» mioist^ of fjovàs %Vh firsjiï appeared 
at tlvecpofft of VçfsaiDe»» i;he peçwliar laiOf^i^, 
iio^sï^ f^ id» tf^Ue çm'itfiâ ^ Uttiye^9f4 $eii<«. 
saâieo^ In ih» mïs4& 9S i)fi^^a w^o hëld, 
tbeif own ^ialeniee â:o«gi th^ qi>servaj(ipe qf 
«Brtp«i . «tàqM^tes, anâ wJIm> b^ved tl;tiq 
«f^y of.tbe. g^vçrsmen^ w,om14 he ^ig 
dangered by their violation; the roupf^ h?K%s 
sMkd^tiifi ^Um^ iih0«r9lif-i9CI( of lt;l[ie qêw Avin^r , 
awakfiiM^ <tbe mQsi pgrfefvt ^^çH^^ipuitness qI' 
lus h)Bt»Uty te fiU lifate içfif^ b^ J^ad obt^joiied 
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Mofifieitr de B ♦ * , the mastér bf thc cetë^ 
monies, thc very '' glass cf fmldon ané mmli 
offarm*' expr^sed fais anxkty on the sub* 
ject to General Dumourier, irhowM preséntî; 
with " voyez donc, mon ami, pa& même éei 
boucles dans ses souliers/^ 

^^ Ah, Monsieur P* exclaiœed Dumouriër, 
with well-afiected gravîty^ ^^i^^^ing hîs 
dmul^rs^ ** tout est perdwJ^ 

Robespierre^ diiring the most sanguinar^ 
period of his retgn, was dis^guished by the 
deUeatë and affected rechertàe of his dressj 
and a muslin waistcoat, lined with silk. 
couleur de rose, and a coat of " bleu le plus 
tendre,'' was thc favourite costuiùe of thi$ 
mmister; who, inaccessible to every feeliri^ 
of huraanity, still submitted to the influencé 
of fashion. 

' While modes hâve recently cbanged in 
Franoe, with gOTermnents and institutioiia ; 
while the tunic (f Aspasia has sacceeded ttf 
^acA:^ and hoops, and has been supersedèd iri 
its turn * by ruiïis and £itrthingales ; while 

* I hâve oMiyûonaUy aisisted at Ûit ioilMs of fooit et 
mj Fr^cb frieadis and boeo much amuasd- fapr d^ qiict* 
tioas of t,heir fynfm&^^^ekambres^ ov iheir ftmale cêfjffurs^ 
as to the important arrangemanta of the day. ^' QuelU 

VOL. I. A a 
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thc chignon à la Sevigné, or coiffure de Ninm, 
now *triumph over la tête à rAgrippina, or 
the flowing tresses of tbe Venus Anadyoménei 
still, under ail changes and vicissitudes, the 
toilette has preserved its empire and its in- 
fluence unshaken and undiminished. 

Tbe ^' cloud-capt towers and gorgeous pa- 
laces'' hâve melted and dissolved away ; the 
royalists hâve become rebels, courtiers tum- 
ed republicans, and coquettes become Ro- 
man matrons :-- ^ill the temple of fashion 
has kept its station of eminence unshaken ; 
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coiffure madame a*t^elU choisie ? Veui^Ue être coeffée à la 
Ninon f ou 8 la Grec f Madame est charmante à !a Sevigné. 
Et superbe à rjgrippina." The humour of the fair per- 
60n occadionally décides her character and dress for the day^ 
and sends her fbrth aperce republican^ with a Roman head ; 
or a roi/aliste outrée^ ^^friseé naturellement^ à la Pom^ 
padourV^ " I am very ill to-day," saîd the excellent and 
amiable Empress Joséphine (wlK>,howeTer, par parenthésey 
was an empress and a French woman) ; ^^ give me a cap qui 
sent la petite santé." A cap o€ délicate health was présent* 
ed to her. " Mais^ e^est trop malade! Vous croyez doncy que 
je vais mourir ?" A head-dress of more healthj/ appearance, 
was produced by the attendant. ^^ Encore donc" exclaim- 
ed the empress with a languid yawn, ^^ I70ti5 me trouvez si 
fobfuste" I had this anecdote fifom a ^person of rank, who 
was at this leoee^ M^ho admired her virtuesi ànd langhcd al 
hçrcapricei. 
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and it still fiilds its vestibule crowded with. 
votaries, and its altars smoking with frank* 
incense and myrrh* 

Napoléon, who scanriêd with a searching 
eye ail that wm Strong oxfeehle in the French 
character, turning it to the purposes of hîs 
own ambition ; made his due offering to the 
Personal vanity of the French, by consulting 
with boundiess profusion, and unequalled 
splendour, their taste for dress» The costume 
of his cbronation and his court, the drape- 
ries of the State and of the corporate and le-^ 
gislative bodies, were ail marked by a rich- 
ness and magnificence, unknown eyen in the. 
most ostentations days of France. £ach 
order had its livery ; and the dress and the 
sentiment Were frequently dictàted by the 
same power ; and were adopted with equal 
réadiness and promptitude, at his commande 

Buonaparte, however, who protected the' 
toilette with one hànd> and the altar with 
the other, as equally efficient agents in his 
views^ was a mère Tartuffe himself in faith 
ànd finery; and secretly indiffèrent to the 
exterhal forms of both. His robe of a hun-^ 
dred skins^ and his golden toilette, which 
now obtains the admiration of foreign royalty, 

A a ^ 
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ahd gratifies the curiosity of Europe by its 
exhibition; thèse *^ ontward $eemmg$** wevé 
ail designed for the vulgar multitude. His 
piain bhe coat amd Httle hat^ strictly copied 
from the co$tume of hia idol King of Prussia, 
Were Jar himse/f. * 



M* 



♦ Thîs two-fold character of emperor and man was ex- 
tremely obvious to those who knew him welf. He' wàa 
quite a differ^nl personage to the few who had ^^ /es petites 
emtrêdy^ and the itiaoy whq had only ^' let.granàu^^l Otm : 
who always enjoyed the privilège of the former^ and who 
long lived with him in habits of intimacy, told me that 
going into his apartment one aflernoon, when he was iétf 
à*tite with the ycyung empress^ helbund him înhîghspîrit^ 
and th^t havîng lopked.iiito the adjoinîng anti-toom lo se«. 
that.o/Z was cUoTy he tumed to Monsieur « « « and said,, 
^^DanseZ''VOIis encore?'^ '* Mais oui, toujours,*^ wasthe reply: 
^' allotts doncj*^ sa\d the Emperor, '* dansons!'^ *' Ildansa,^* 
saidMons. •*♦, " torU à travers^ mais de tout son cœur.^* TMs 
extraordinary man exacling the moet pmfound respect, iot 
publie, adinitted^ in private, the most boundlessfamilidfiity, 
and thus frequently led those who were intimate with biiR 
. to risk themselves beyond the boundary of propriety. 

General Rapp was devotedly attached to the Emperor^ 
but extremely careless in his address and conversation wtth 
him, This vétéran was standing one mof ning in th^ anti^v 
room of Nappleon's prit aie apartment^ when he pevceived 
one of the gentlemen in wa,iting conducting a man of very 
equîvocal character into the impérial cabinet* This per- 
ron remaiced a considérable time closeled wîlh théX^ 



The toilette, uiider ail gbvernments thtts 
supported in France, " De parie Roi/^ by 
'* tbe uniteid ând indivmhle repubtic,'' and 
by the ^ ordonnance impériale^'' réigns in tte 
pc^ient mAmeot with aii its anctent 9opre- 
macy. latimately <xHmected/^ it now a]^ 
pears to bç w^ iegitinrûcy, iti ËùrofWy 
blending its interett, in ËUgland, with Hioie 
of ckurch and UMte^ imd occupying the leisure 
ilurars of the majeety of Spain/ it ansufiies 
ta Fraûce tAie »sa»e foimi, influence» and im** 
portadce, as when faer kings <p^ided over 
tottQi$e^êlvsll edmbs^ detenàined, m 4tMmif, 
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peror. Happ grew impatient, and anxious fbr the safèty 
of Napoléon, repeatedly thrust liis rough bead in at tlie 
4(Ioortuâèetrhether ail was right; and -as sdâdetily trith* 
ibew it. Tke siispicioiiB simiigar at laflt todk his kea^^ 
and Rapp obtained his audience. ^' Que diable^^^ extlaimed 
Buonaparte, as Rapp entered^ . ^^ çtie diable voulez^vous 
dôrtc, en mettant votre iéte à la porte comme celaP^* 
•^ C^est que je tremblai pour '^ous^^ replîed Rapp, ^^ f&r 
perhapi^ you. do not know^tbat the peraon with whom yoU 
Iiéuve been cloeeted is a traitor^ a rogue^ a switêdler, en un 
motj c^est un Corse^ voilà /" 

* The king of Spain embroiders with great élégance. 
Hithoto his Works hâve beéii confine^ to the ioitette ôfihe 
Virgin J/«t^> whom bé hat latdy presMted wltb «Ml» 
dopeiy, embsoid^rtd by iii» ownrayiil haads. 
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jm tfae re^instatement and reiriitution^of a 
hanished parasol. 

That '' Esprit de système •/*> tbat ^iubimis- 
sion to rules and régulations to which the 
Fnench seem to sufamit^ frcmi tha neces^ty 
of giving. ballast to tbeir sail^ hy 2M artifieiai 
weight foreign to their own spécifie lightr 
11688, is. ob&ervpd . equally in the < g^us of 
tbeir toilette, as in their poetry and tfaeir 
dramas. .The regulated observances of botli 
are never violated : botb ai» equally defici^tik 
in imagination, and both are eultivatedcin 
,dfi»pite of natural impediments. . France ^hau& 
nevey beep the land of poetry nor of beauty^ 
and y et poetry is the passion, and dipess the 
pbject of the nation, 

It is.on this pôiïit that French womèn a« 
ttost faUible, and lose ail that is most in^ 
terestïng in their characters, or respectable 
in tbeir cpndviçt Herç éçonomy bnds^ ^d 
<pxtravagançe begiqs to ^nq^ .no bounds. 
Hère ail that is frîvolous supersedes ail 
that is essential; and ail that is light floats 
to the surface. The merits pf the divine 
çacheff^ir; and ihe ^[ joli pzouçhoir de poche 
brodé,*' rapidly, succeed to financial discus^ 
^ons, and political arguments; and/'*. cowr? 



ZÈi 



SOCIETY. 859 

bieîi de cachemires avéz-vous^ ma chtreV\ is a 
qiiestion^ asked with more importance, and 
eonsidered with mojre gravity, than would be 
given to the new political^ tracts of M. M. 
Chateaubriand and Fiév^f by the many feîr 
disciples of those grand vizirs of ultra'^states" 
women. 

The élégant produce of the Indian loom i$ 
an indispensable object to every French wo- 
mftn, and from the estimation it is held in, one 
would suppose there was '^ magie in the web 
of it/' I shall never forget the mingled émo- 
tions of ptty and amazement I excited^ in 
pne of my French friends, by assuring her, 
I never bad h^^xi mistresi ofa cachemir. 

" Ah ! seigneur Dieu, mais e^est tncance^ 
vabie, ma belle,'' and she added that I ought 
ta buy one, with the produce of my next 
work. I replied : '* I had rather buy a Uttle 
egtate with it-'* 

'' Eh, bien, ma chère, '\ sheanswered quickly, 
^* un^achemir, c'est une terre, n^est^^e pasV » 

In fact, thèse valuable and eispensire 
shawb generaUy. do become heir^looms, in a 

French ^mily. 
/^ Voilà un trait de toilette pour ^wus y, mon 

enfant;' suid Mad» de Genlis to me 0a« 
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moming, m I esterod her |H«tty apariniNit) 
at her CaraieUte convint, to which she hea 
fâtired. ^' Hère is a trait will amuse you */; 
and she related to me the folio w4iig mieo^ 
dote. 

'A itttle before I had paid my visita a 
young gentleman had left this celebrated 
lady , suddenly cùréd of a passion Idr a young 
narried woman^ against irhtch Mad. dé 
Genlis had long and vainly preached« S^he 
kad argued the matter with him morally, 
ipr^àà&fàlidlyy tentimentally ; she had even, 
like Mad. de Se vigne (in listening tô her «on's 
confessions, respecling Ninon), tried to get in 
^^ un petit mat de Dieu :'' but it was ail in 
vain, until a skawl *^ peau de lapin " effiected 
vfaitt the charming éloquence of Mad. de 
Genlis foiled to produce. 
-H< had the night before attended his ^^ chère 
hell^* to a bail : she sent him to her car* 
nage for ber shawl . He flew to be the bearer 
of the Auperhê cachemir, breathing its kindfed 
roses ; but (death to every finer feeling of 
Aishioii, teste, ai^ sentiment) the laquais 
drew from the pocket of the. ^arriage^-^a 
thKwXfeaudêiapinf// '^ Piuà de ppêôhements 
dèm:,-mia tàéfe oêmtesêe,'^ %êAed the con^^aleiH 
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œot lovi^, £^tst un^ affmre jime I ÎKevarxaa 
J(n>€ and rM^it skins be associated ininy imm^ 
gination ; aod believe, my dear madam» jfH^U 
M* y a pas d^ amour à tenir contre nu jchail, p^fu 
de lupin r 

The modem ^ revolutiooary . m^u^n de 
poche bradé is a great TefiaemeHÉ upon tfar 
royaliit packet'^kandkerch^ of otber times. 
This élégant expenaive little Article iâ.as ior 
dispensable to a Parisiaa fineiady, as the ica^ 
chemir; and its eflects. occa^nally aeem 
equal to ihat of the ^' charmed liaiidkecchkf 
of Othello; whichdid 

<< An Egjplian to Id» moifaet giT% 
. To mafc^ her amiable/' ^ 

A ^ntleman once accused my chanamg 
friendy Mad« la Comtesse d'H**le, of httidag 
no lace or embroidery on her handkeccfaief. 
She latighed at his observation : ^' You.are 
in the wrong,^^ he replied^ *^ cor U n'y a rief^, 
fui monte la tête d'un homme, comme le Joli 
mouchoir d'une Jolie femme. '^ 

£yery season haï its peculiar laœ, in 
Ffattee» and the aonual festi vi^s of the church 
are not^ even now, observed with ]iK>ve pwM> 
tuality, than the transitiim firom poita. to 
Maknes^ or ârom Vakndefmei to bkmiÂûjUe, 
9M their respective seasDns reciir. 
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** Comment donc^ monsieur,'^ siûd one of tbc 
gentlemen of the court to Monsieur ly^^, 
looking at his rûffles ; ^^ vous voilà en point ^ 
au mois de Mai /" . « 

^^ C^est que je suis enrhumé,'' was tlte ex- 
cuse for the heaviness of lace^ which is strictly 
appropriât^ to the winter season. 

From the Majesty of France down to the 
mo9t insignificant of his subjects, every bride- 
groom in the kmgdom présents the *' trous^ 
Ma»/' or bridai wardrobe, to the fair object 
of his élection ; and'I ôbserved that I hevcr 
entered the morning apartment (which coh*- 
sbts of the bed-room and tbc boudoir) of any 
young married woman, that the élégant cor-* 
htilk arid sultane did not présent themseives 
among its most splendid décorations^ 

When the day of the royal nuptials of the 
Duc and Duchesse de Berri approàched, the 
^yal trousseau appeared to me to bave be-^ 
come an object of national concern ; at least 
to the court party. Wherever I went, I 
heard notinng but ^^ when is the trousseau te 
be seen ? f^herein Û\b troussmu to be seen l 
HavQ you g6t tick^s for the trwsseau?'^ 
8cc. 8cc. Sx. Field^marslmls talloed of it ;. iii>r 
nistensdiscùsséd it; vétérans giuuttded it; poots 
sung it, and joQrnaiists eutegized it./ Itrau' 
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ttiN>ugh ail tbe àlphabetical dilstinctions of 
^^ A was aa apple pie î'' 9txïd peers znâ depu^ 
ties^ ordonnanees^ and bugets, wete forgotten 
in ils dtsousék>n8j u 

Tbe fifst^dayofiits exhibition was reserved 
fof fhô : royyi t iivmîlyv who ^ fou jid •in this re- 
vived.^çeremoQy/ in iavQiir of caps and>pet^ 
Mio^X^ • thé rëturo ^ of - that glorioùs reign; 
stlttdi^so solemnly took cognizance ofpàra-^ 
ma.. l'iDbe' next day was Ibr the' court àbd 
Fa^iibh ^nojbilitiy. The four fbllôwing ^dayii 
HirenétigÎTeia'to the 'gratification' of such^ the 
^Ubidcv !»£ liad influence or^interest^ to ob^ 
tma)tkhBUiqfMdmÙ9iânft&mthè ThulMérias; 
Of thèse, there was no lack ; as it wais'^Sdrt 
jofiitatefiolicy tore vive dtàsteib^rgatl^éÀnd 
êémn»,ya!^'f U^Xhtff aiftd -prtthett^,^^' ih à 
-doi^nefàted peoplp, wbo for ^tWeiity^yêWrs 
l&ack) ttou) ibeen ^rmed ^ - ^' » ^ 
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«^•Dè èe ^hàtr Vatr iFàiker sa patine; 
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«rtiti* tô^ thirik as little bf thes^e important ac- 
cessories of îègitiihàté pàvferî ^s if their"2(h- 
cestbrs bad hùt hléd'ùt eve)h/ pàrè', -'W 'pi-ovidè 
tîiéttï fbr tbe best dreâsed kihgsî'h'E\itt]^.^J 
The potmïà«i6n of Pafis irialkè thë nibSt 
accommôrdâtiâg and the cfrileàt ' èrbw'd Ht 
any meWopèWijl ili tbe' wdrid. 'I* ttèfvter'^dh 
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#iiy ocoasioa saw ihe Fcéncfa «àaracter iorfeit 
ite poUteocHS and (ttrbf»nity^ l^ufeon tbe -oM^a^ 
MOU ai the ^^ irauneau.'' There the importa 
aoce of the object overauxte.iall forms aad 
ùeremonies; bM ithe effciits,vihe «b*iiggles, 
thtt iagitated: tlie crowdi /vhkh £11^ febe 
ccmrtHysrd of tfae paiâif desf^minus pùmirs, 
oecupied àH. Testibiile» «and oUmbed its goeat 
staÂrs ^ • the liigbtfiai pres& ; Hie ivyesifitiiMe 
eoish; tlie interference tif tbt g^ntrhh, .too 
ol^ unMraiUtig ; thecneSythetgaculÉdw»»^ 
tfae fmiyerst Une fears, alto^tfaer reBdco^ 
the eotraiice to the royal tnuiêâau cine of the 
IMQit awfuL as iiwli as^niMt dasigerûuâ aceni^ 

.At.k^ alter lall A«a A#tif9' eéifocta, aad 
vfiQœ su^Keriog fncwi beat atid afiprehensioki 
thMi'I «ver endttfod^ we {Msted theiast Inrt* 
rier (for there were JS^êt to . Kyverecniie» ail 
guarded by . mousguetflire$^ with ,thçir bayo* 
iietsibL^)^.atHlarnved at Xhe^palùfdi^niotti^ 
rayai tQiht^e., A long suite ofbeautiful rpaiw^ 
wçre tbiK^a opeo, whpse lolity iWaiU w^re 
thic^ly iCif>vered with robeft of cvery hue^ tint> 
w^^ ai^ texture^ firopi the impe^ drapery 
of çpi:ppatiQn<^plendour, ; to the simple 
9»bef4ârpl«unbr& o^ Britisb bw» aad JjriUsh 
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niwlki; ùam the diamond: coronet to the 
èmmeUéé^nmit ; while platfbimu oncountecsu 
surronnding eacb room^ were guarded off: 
from the unhallowed topch of plebeian ;eiiï«^ 
rioaity by silkea cordft^ and placed< unders 
the swrveillance of the prtests and pnestesaos 
of the toilette, in grand pont^cah. Theaei 
formed the sanctuary of ail the mirwr oÉtrim* 
butes , of the royal wardjrobei ^ Ëveiy article 
of female dresusi, firom the niost necesaary to 
the inost snperfluous^ was hen arranged^ 
no t by deam^ but by huaéreds. Hère queea» 
Skeha might hâve d^d o£ eiivy ,~.*bece the 
trea^ures^ of tliô' .^^ fbrty thieifw/' or the ^^ camsi 
ofBaha Abdmlla^*' were;rîvalled or .surpMied^ 
not only in spèendour but in tjoantHy. The 
life ef . the old Gountess of Dwnond; would; 
bave been too shârt, thou^ spent in dres»^ 
ing» to exhawttsncli a ^mcdrofae As hère prer- 
sented itself ; and if sueh was the sumptnous 
provision to be made for the * future ii^at^^ 
terê of France y it may be truly said, that 
^' Solomon, in ail bis glory» wa$ mt arra^ 
Uke ont ùf thèse. ^^ 

Among the spectators of thèse fairy trca^ 
sures, I observed many of the new old 
Freneh military. The crois de St. Louit 
sparkled on every side^ and ambulatin^ 
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bons vied with those which hung statiottary 
on their silken lines. . ^^ Mais, c'at du dernier 
gàut r •* c'ezt du dernier galant ^ *^ c'est 
suferbeP' *' c* est magnifique P' was echoed 
from the lips of those, who may be soon 
called on to give the word of command, which 
is to succeed to the ^* en avant'' of a more 
energetic leadeté 

The triumph évident in the looks of thèse 
** chevaliers de la bonne cause^' and of the 
dames who accompanied them, as they sur-*- 
veyed ail the ^* pomp and circumstance of 
glorious^' dress, was a proof how strongl jr \t 
recalled to théir memory or imagination that 
millennium, for which they bave so long 
sighed.aftd now beheld fast arriving. Tkis 
wàs going back at once to the halcyon days 
of Louis XIV. when more money was ex* 
pended in fitting out the trousseaux of the 
nièces of the king's mistress, than would hâve 
pacified the murmurs of the femished people, 
who loaded the favourite with execratioa, 
and withdrew from the sovereign the title of 
'^ GiBE AT/' which he had never truly merited, 
and which he long survived/'* 



* The king was so libéral in his donations to Made- 
mirïgell^ D'iAubignéy . whei\^^ &he marri«d the. Duc de 
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While France> degraded by her actiial 
po^tion^ groans with ill-stifled indignation, 
as she beholds herself in the thraldom of 
those powers she so lately held in subjection ; 
while she i& urged by her necessities to seek 
hér resources in foreign wealth, to pay the 
foreign troops, under whose jurisdiction she 
£xists, thepolicy may be questioned, as well as 
the taste^ of thus exposing to the eye of a 
divided people proofs of such boundless 
extravagance and idle vanity. 

When the marriage of the future .queen of 
England lately took place, no such insuit was 
ofFered to the peôple. The idol and the hope 
of a free nation^ her look of health and smile 
of joy were the sole exhibition it sought and 

Noailles, tliat even Mad. de Maintenon fèared that ^^Je 
peuple n*ait le droit de lui reprocher d^enricher ses nièces 
au dépens de rintérét public" But when the Cardinal 
de Noailles wrote her word that the people cursed htr^ she 
cooly replied, '} S'il me maudit^ c^esi qu'il ne me connait 
pas.'' The wedding présents of the king to the farourîte 
nièce, were the government of several provinces to her 
busband, a pension of two thousand crowns, as pocket- 
money for herself, the same salary from the duchà de 
Btti^undy, diamonds to the value of fifty thousand liyi*eS| 
and eight hundred thousand livres, as a présent ces noces» 
Shortlyafter thèse donations, Mad. de Maintenon observes, 
^^ // n'a pas un sous. Lts moyens d'avoir de Vargent 
irritent 1^ parce qtfits sont tous violens.'^ 
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hailed with manly, heart-felt satisfaetioh. 
The people of England demand only in their 
legittmate rulers the accomplishment of those 
promises, which obtained the throne for their 
fami\y, who were not legitimaie ; and who« 
elected by the people, éxpelled from the 
nation the frivolous, bigoted, aod oppressive 
race» who were $o. Fof the rest, for *^ purplc 
and goid, and jine ime»;*' for princely ward* 
fobcs, and royal toilettes, they hâve m> re- 
spect ; and, interested in concems of dearer 
moment^ they leave such ^^ umubstantial pa-- 
géants '' to the admiration of the Waiting-- 
women and valets^de-^ckambre of the roys^ 
household. Idle and degraded as the crowds^ 
who darkened the courts and chambers of 
the Palais des menus plaisirs y durtng the 
exhibition of Ihe Dutchess de Berri's toi- 
lette, mtjist hâve appeared, in the eyes of 
strangers, and particularly oi EngUsh stran^ 
gers^ it may be said upon tliis occasion^ as 
upon ail others, which call the character of 
the French nation into question, that Paris 
has a population for everj/ thing :~-for royal 
trousseaux f and free constitutions i an^ that, 
amidst the varions, motîey groupings of its 
extensive society, will be found some of 

<^ The brightest, voisesiy mma»mbt ofnHmktnd*^\ 
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Que Parin est changé ! les Velches n'y sont plus ; 
Je n'entends plus siffler ces ténébreux reptiles^ 
Xies Tartuffes afireux, les insolents Zoïles. 

Mes yeux, après trente ans, û'ont vu qu'un peuple aimable. 
Instruit, mais indulgent, doux, vif, et sociable. 

De la société les douceurs désirées 
Dans vingt états puissants sont encore ignorées. 
Ofl léïk goûte à Paris, c'est le premier des arts; 
Peuple heureux ! il naquit, il règne en vos ramparts. 

Voltaire— JEjîî^rf*. 

Je më suis emparé d'une heureuse matière; 
Je chaote l'homme à table. 

Berchoux. 
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PARIS. 

Habits of the Parisian Table. — Petits-Soupers. — 
Déjeuners à la fourchette. — Château de Plaisance. 
—'Vincennes.— Chapelle expiatoire. — Hospitality. 
— Dinners. — The Soirée.— -The grande Réunion: 
^The Bal Pari, 

• 

In the ^eat. social bouleversement, which 
occurred at the first period of the révolution^ 
every habit of life, conûected with the old 
régime, submitted tû the gênerai change, 
and was abolished iu ^Btvour of some new 
mode, . l^Lning to the extrenne of opposûKioni 
AU was suppression and substitution* Evein 
the highly-prized petit^souper, whethef ai 
the domestic passover of family re*-union, ot 
as the pomt de rassemblement of pleasure, wit, 
and fashion, sfaared the law of pcoscription ) 
and the substantial rwohaionary brtakfast, 

B b 2 
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the d^euner à lajvurchette, was established^ a» 
more conformable to the laws of republican 
ethics, and more favourable to the préser- 
vation of health and morals. Thèse break- 
fasts, however, with ail the air of republican 
simplicity ascribed to them by their founders^ 
were far from being composed of the black 
broth and bread of Spartan frugality. They 
combined every species of luxury and extra- 
vagance^ instituted a new class in what Mon^ 
taigne calls " ia science de la gueule,'^ and by 
the wit and gourmandise of some of their 
presiding hierophants, added a new and very 
hmnourous branch to the high burlesque in 
French literature ; while they refined, and 
multiplied the resources of the gastronomie 
art to infinitude. 

Before the révolution, few persons bf any 
rank took a regular breakfast ; even their 
dinner was not always the most substantiai 
or luxurious naeal; nor ordinarily that of 
étiquette. The hebdoraadary dinners, given 
by the professed patrons of wït and talent to 
authors and artists, and those of ministers 
and men in qflfice, form nearly the sole ex-- 
ception. The suppër, bu the contrary, com- 
bined ail thsU; was briili^nt in society, afid 
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élégant in display. ** Le Duc de Luxembourg 
ne dinoit points et ne se mettoit pas presque à 
tcàie^^ ^à:^% Rousseau, describing the daily 
habits of the Château de Montmorenci ; 
addîng, that the dinner there was but a 
slight repast^ taken usually in the open air^ 
'^ et comme on dit y sur le bout de banc ; au lieu 
que le souper étoit très long/* 

To thèse suppers, given at nine miles 
distance from Paris, the gens comme il faut 
of the capital constantly resorted. The mi- 
nister du Choiseul and the Prince de Condé 
were frequently among the guests, who drove 
out of town to a supper, as the fashionables 
of London now assemble for a late dinner^ 
at their villas in its neighboûrhood. 

In the time of the regency, it appears 
that Mad. de Simiani, the grand-dayghter 
of Mad. de Sevigné, supped at seven o'clock. 
Even then, however, this was deemed an 
early hour, and was said to hâve been adopted, 
to accommodate her reputed admirer, the 
celebrated Massillon, who was obliged to 
retum to the Oratoire y his place of résidence, 
before nine.* Downtothe days of LouisXVI. 

^ This éloquent premcher and pioni divine is tradition** 
ally reported to hâve been very gallioit, mnd susceptible to 
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the French supper was suflSciently éarly, fo 
admit of every kind of party behig fonlied, 
arid enjoyed, after it was over. It waâ then 
the card table was made up, pharo cooi'* 
meneed, and the bail begàn. This meal 
wâSj in fact^ but little différent £rom the 
présent English late dinner; and as upon 
thèse occasions ail the rechercha of cookery 
was displayed^ and every temptation was 
given to intempei^ance^ thé souper was at 
least unwholesome ; and it induced the phy** 
sician Dumoulin to déclare, *^ qu'il ne se re^ 
lepoit jamais pour un homme, qui n'avait pas 
soupé.^* 

Of thèse once élégant and fashionable en- 
tertainments^ not a trace now remains. The 
only suppers I saw were very slight and 
simple refreshments, after the hais paris. 

The most nsual, and indeed the most 
fiuihionable evening collation, is ^^ le tkir 
which, without being strictly the Ëiiglish 
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ftmale channs* It was «t one of thèse saupersy télt^^He^ 
that he Mupposed ta bave mad^ the foUowîog stanza : 

^^ Aimons nous tendremo&t^ Eltire; 

Ceci n'est qu'une chanson, 
Pour qui vouflroit en médûei ' 

Mai% ptntr uom^ c'est tout 4« bon !" 



4 



-* -' ^i. 



tea^ or the Freneh goûter ^ foymerly taken 
betureen dini^ and supper, combines much 
of what is bêit in bath-»— the> exhilirating ' be* 
verage io£ souchong and hyson> with confeo 
tionary and lces> found only in France ; and 
gr€en iea punchs nôt exceiled even in |^re* 
land» I hav^heard^ however^ many a vétéran 
dtsbipleof tJiegay, exciting petit soujper^ place 
tMs substitution alnong the vfotsk^ x^riges 
effécted by . the révolution^ and là.tnent in 
paÉhetic tèrins, that 



^^ Par un abus coupable, 
lie» soupers sont pro^crf7«— on déserte la table. 



» 



Corning into France with the old imfHTèfr* 
sia[ïB oî^'/rogâ and soupe maigre,^* I was âur- 
prisôd to fidd that. ail that has baen $aid of 
thé ^xcellendè àtïà substantiality of a Scotch 
btfdak£stst« vas rivaUed» if 'not exceededj by:a 
Freneh déjeuMr. The moming aft^ wear^ 
rii/ied at La Grange, the veùeraiye château df 
Gèlerai La Fayette, we found his family 
of thiee ge^iecàtions ass^nblèd iîi the salon ; 
and^tbe bi'efljcfiukt vas announciedra» lormally, 
by th& maltrm^d'Mtelf as tttb dimier had been 
the daiy befbie^ . i ; i 
> On < descending ^ to the salk-iàf^manger, we 
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found a long table profusely covered wttli 
roasts^ ragoûts, dressed fish, pastry, salauk, 
fruits^ and sweetmeats, with àU sorts of winesy 
while tea and coffee werc servèd round, p(mr 
la, digestion ; and the French break&st lite- 
rally endcd where the Ënglish one begins; 
This style of breakâisting I found uni versai 
in every house, where I became an innuite ; 
and they were not few. It bas been adopfed 
within the last twenty years by persons of 
ail parties, who hâve remained in France 
during the révolution ; many of whom, while 
they execrate the event, adopt and approve 
the modes and habits of life, which it has 
originated. 

Thedi^eunerà ia fourdmtteg tsken in the 
middle of the day, is among thé most tsL^ 
shionabte entertainments of Paris, during the 
spring season, and is usually given at the 
mMfon i$ fioisemeej or villa, whtch is consi-- 
dered as a sort of half- way house in a half-^ 
way season, between the Parisian hotel aiid 
the provincial château ; while tlm p^te maison 
is . now as Utile known as the petif^auper ; 
and 'both haire falliâi together with the state 
of morals and manners, which Li^itutedthenL* 

It W9S at otie of thèse clmrining villas^ on 
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the shores of the confluence oi the Seine and 
Mârne^ that I assisted for the first time at a 
déjeuner à la fourchette ^ as ^ fête (T étiquette. 
The invited gi^sts, rather sélect than nume- 
reus (which is the casé in ail French entera- 
tainments), assembled in their calèches, ber- 
lins^ cabriolets» and barouches, in the court- 
yard of the hôtel de Chabanais» as the starting 
point, for the château de Plaisance, wheré 
the Comtesse d^Hossonville, the ^'véritable 
Aif^hytrion'' of this delightfiil day, awaited 
to receive us. 

It was a brîlliant momii^ of a true French 
sumnfôr. Our route obliged us to pass along 
the Boulevards Italiens and St. Antoine ; aoid 
the gaiety, the variety, the splendour of 
thèse beautiful roads» crowded with £mtastic 
groups, vibrating with cheerful sounds> and 
shaded by lofty and luxuriant trees» presented 
& scène of animatiop» peculiar to that plea- 
surable scite of lif^ and bustle. In pàssing 
through the once élégant quartier of the 
Marais» the hôtels of Madame de Sevigné, 
Ninon de PËnclos» de Beaumarchais» the 
ruins of the Bastille» and the stupendous 
monumental éléphant of Buonaparte» were 
successively point^d.out to us. , Thèse were 
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cnriotts landmarks to awaken^ in 6a short a 
space, an host of associations^ and to revive, 
almoBt at a single coup d'mlj reoollections of 
veiy diierent epochsin French histx>ry, uid 
in French society . It was our good fortune 
to hâve in our cariiage Monsieur Dorion» 
the author c^ labuteMle de H4SLêting$y and of 
many other poetical works ; and nevén, eurely. , 
did the SQ^urners in a strdnge^ labd find «^ 
kinder friend, er a more intelligent guide, 
than we expenenced in (ihis most acc^- 
plished gentleman. His kindness and ^tten-^ 
tie^ began ^mih oc&r (arvivàl ià iNivis ; an4 it 
has ifor from terminâted with oiir depart^iitt^e 
fnMki France. 

Having passed the boulevards^ the dbeei** 
lessnees aiad silence of the environs 0I Paris 
at dnce silcceeded. ^ Fbr Ihis great capital^ 
unlike London, is totally without tilK>$e 
•* subuH^ian prolongations,'* iHfnch, pui^ing 
the traok of thé great road; ekténd itliifeni'* 
selves in double rows bf habitattons, iiitbc 
fipont of d^isty meâdo Ws, and «tirited tréés j^ a^ 
ebmirining the désagré^enséfiM^ài ahdof <iity 
Hhi foïtai a combtnatiôtti* Wh&h ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

*• I9 not the country, . you must own, 

Eût «oly London oixi w toWtii" 
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With the exception of the vénérable woods^ 
the village and terrifie fortresô of Vincwmes^ 
wbich we left on our right, no object pror 
sented itself to attract dur attention, front 
the pleasant conversation vre enjoyed in oor 
own calèche. 

Arrived at the château dé PiahancCy yrt 
found its elegaiit misiress ready to receive us 
in the salon, which by its parquet î its painted 
wàinscots^ and massive fumitarie, recalied at 
once the vigniettes, in which theheroines ui 
Marmontel, the^^ Claricesi/' and* the ^ €^ 
ciies/*'3xe dépioted in rural retiiSsment, àâd 
in which thé laeaHHes of Fre^ch' imannërs ^re 
so faithfully pôrtrayed. The gardens^ Ihe 
plantations, amd the green lawiis of Flaisaiice, 
are in iheirneàfiness, taste^ and^rrangetnaifânt^ 
ail English^i but the ho^se, the furoitufie, tbc 
scite, the associations, are genuinely French. 

Whéii that gallant and accotnpliiiihed yo- 
luptuary, Charles VII. at once indulging 
his tasté 2aià his passion, laoïcUsed hiinsd[f m 
the isociety of Agnes Sorcel, witli laying : out 
the parterres of M^uûf sur Yejre, while, de^ 
voted to love and pleasure, he permittedthè 
Bedfprds and Talbots to overrunbis k?^g- 
dom, and allowed '^ Henry of Er^land'^ to 
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be crowned ai the metropolitan church of 
France,* it was reserved for the syren, îii 
whose chatns he was spell-bound, to rouse 
him from this fatal dream, and to urge him 
to feats of force and valour, which recovered 
his kingdom, and procured him the title of 
" le victorieux.^' 

It was after thèse victories, which dimi- 
nished the English power in France^ and pro- 
duced the celebrated peace of Arras» that the 
king recompensed the elevated passion of his^ 
luistress, by giving her the terri tory and 
château de Plaisance, with the I$le de Beauté, 
near Vincennes, ** To the end/' says the 
old chronicle, ** that she might be in fact, 
and m namCy Dame de Beautè/'-f 

In the vicissitudes of time the lovely terri- 
tory of Plaisance and Beauté became the pro- 

* Henry VI* crowned in the church of Notre Dame, at 
Paris, in 1431 • 

'^ f On la nommoit,*' says Hainault, ^^ Madame de 
Beauté ; c^étoit le nom d'un château proche de Vincennes, 
que le roi lui aToit donné ; et elle méritoit bien de porter 
ce nom. Elle avçjt Pâme éle|^, et aimoijt surtout le Roi/' 
Histoire de France. T. i. p. 384. 

The château de beauté was built by Charles V. one of the 
bestoJFthe Prench so^ereigns, at thé same time that he 
fih^shéd Vincennes. 
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perty of the Comte de ♦♦♦, whose grand* 
nièce and sole heiress^ the présent Comtesse 
d^Hossonville, now inherits itby hisbequest. 
I know not what ^^ nameless grace^' Agnes 
de Sorrel may hâve possessed^ to hâve cap- 
tivated royal hearts ; but if her manner and 
Conversation had any thing of the élégance 
and charm^ which distinguished those of the 
présent Dame de Plaisance, I can well crédit 
tbeir influence and fascination.* 
^ The déjeuner à la fourchette, though exhibit* 
ing great recherche in the delicacies of the 
table, is by no means confined to their enjoy* 
ment. The collation over, the ialle-à^manger 
was deserted for the open air ; and while some 
few of the party adjoumed to the billiard- 



* The Comtes d'Hossonyille were grandi louveiierf de 
France^ and the fiither of the preBent covnt hdd that o& 
fice, under Louis XVI. The Count de H— is aiiKHE^g 
those of the ancient nobility who haTe rescued a great 
part of their property firom revolutionary seizure. He 
now hunts on his patrimonial territories, as his fiither did 
before him, and is as keen a sportsman, and as devoted to 
the pleasures of the field, as any Norfolk squire. He was 
chambellan to thé late emperor^ being oUiged, like many 
other of the higher nobility, who remained under his go 
vemment, ' to accept of <^ce ; and he is a peeK of France 
under the présent Igmuigement. 
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roQVk, the resk aocompanied Madame de Hos* 
sonriUe Ihprougb the gojrdeas and plaatatiohs, 
richin floiv^erîng shmbs; wbence^ assise by 
her bisitoncal recoUections, we dUcovece^ 
5^ Jj^fi^de^ moineauaii,'' the libtle feudal ferri-^ 
lorry of the aparrôw», which Agnes^ de Sorrd 
faad herself thus nàmed^ from the cokmy of 
bjrdfty which had seittlédtheie. Hère, perhaps> 
in the very walks through whkh we were 
loitering, the poweeful Georges de la Trii- 
xdLOtiille àod the braVe Danois may bave paid 
theis chivalrôua coiîirt tô the ** gcntle Agnçs;:'? 
AlaÎQ Ghariier may hâve sung her praiaes; 
wid . the hoaest and unforfcutiate Jaicques de 
Cflrar havë receiwed her téstamëntary com^ 
xAands, when she diotàtedvto ^im her last 
vishes, respecting her favourite Isle de 
BcfmtéJ^ Hère, too, perhapi Laws . XV. 
first ^''drttnk deheîouv p6îso» frotn tbe eyes'" 
of Mad. de Chateadrôuxt for it was at an 
entèrltaînniént ' given at Plaisance, by the 
grand«-uDçle of Madame d'Hossonvilie, that 
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•oettsedidf hfv dkatk He served GhadM VIL faidifoUy 
■8imiii8làrrof:&iàiiflQibut, lilMi ilfo uttfortnmate T/LmAét 
Odfltfui, .w» tàwoâamàhff the kkig^ u^ McrâfidNd to the 
intrigues ofhis enemies. ..' . 
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that mônarch fir^ beheld the moat b^utifUl^ 
and apparentlly tbe lo^st amiasblc!,; of hîs^.mis^î 
titesies^.* 'Of tlie aticient 'château of Blâi-r 
totice nothitigj nemains, except somé subter4 
ralneous pai^sages^' ând .at a Utile distance from 
the modërn buildings ies pattes de beauté, old 
dismanilëd gatte, which open frote tbe village 
of'Nogeiitdttto tlte forest of Viricennes. 

' Oniour return to the hàuse, liqueurs and 
'^i)(mlî6n'vréÉe%ex^tà ; and our carriages béing 
oMered: \rith )the addition o£ Mad. d^Hos^ 
MWlville's^ who retumed with us to Paris (for 
she hafl only left her hôtel in towu^ to pre* 
feide 9^\)Ltx Jétém the country)^ we wentto 
^^ promener en voiture" through the forest, and 
tp visit the castle of Vincennes, en chemin 
faisant tO; the ç^^pitaU 

<i iDespoiled a& the fiorest of Vincennes bas 
béfenv frbm time to tinfie, ît still présents a 
1/èfy imposins and pdble aspect.' In that 
part, Y^hich fmixiediately surrounds the castle^ 
and which is calkd the> park^ X«ouis XI« 
^lanted a sririace of three thousand feeti 
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^iThe first year of Ijoiti& XV«.'>t.reign iim&pilsie^ at 
Vincennes, where he held his court, and in tke nc^hbçiur^ 
hood of PlaisMicé) i^dikh hé somèlimef visited. 
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chieûy with oak ;* and the spot is still mark-» 
ed, where the pious king. St. Louis, in the 
primitive sim{dicity of those rude days^ held 
his court and presîded in council, under the 
shade of trees, planted by his predecesB<>rs.t 
The castle of Vincennes rises in the skirts 
of the forest. It was once the résidence of 
the kings of France ; and it has been too 
often the tomb of the victims of their uncon- 
trolied despotism. We found the village of 
Vincennes fuU of bustle and company ; the 
drapeau blanc floated over the towers of the 
fortress^ a band played *^ vive Henri Quatre/^ 
before a rustic altar, crowned with lilies^ and 



. V 



♦ Louis XI. made his barber, Olivier, sumamed le 
diabUy the conciei^ of Vincennes* It was in his reign, tbat 
State prisoners were fiist committed to its dungeons; It is 
curions to observe that this Liouis, one of the greatest 
moBSters that ever lived^ viras the first vrho took the title 
o(Most Christian King^ and received the appellation of 
Majesty, " peu connu jusqu" alorsy^ says Hainault. 

f Mainte fois ai vu que le bon saint, après avoir ouï 
^le88e en été, il se allé éibMreuxi bob de.Vîncennes* Il 
se seoit au pied d'un diêne, et nous fesoit seoir très auprès 
de lui ; et tous ceux, qui avoient à jQiire à lui, venaient 
lui parler, sans qu'aucun AtMiMcr, ni autre, leur doimât 
empêchement." 

JoiNriLLM* CoUtctiok de VJffisicire de France. 
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groups^ of military dcank vin ordmahe^ in 
loyal potatioTi9, before the door of evcry 
guinguette. The royal family had just left 
the village as we entered it : they had visited 
it on the occasion of a review. It was also 
!iome royal holiday^ and there was a dinner 
gîven by the officers of the garrison, at the 
principal auberge. Ail admittance to the 
fortres» was^ at first refused^ for it was not 
«pen to the public. But an officer of rank^ 
who was of our party, haring written a note 
to the governor, Mons. Puyvert, he imme- 
<itately sent an order, which unbarred every 
gloomy portai, and unfblded to our view the 
dark entrance of that 

— — — — " Chéteuu malheureux^ 

Aux beaux esprUsy hélaf! si dangereux.''^ 

While this little arrangement was making^ 
we had ample time to contemplate the im- 
poslng exterior of this ancient édifice. The 
draw-bridge, its flanked towefs, and above 
ail its donjon^ so often the prison of worth, 
talent, and sensibility, seem to hâve beeu 
spas^ by time, as monuments of the dreary 
and terrifie influence of bigotry and tyranny 

VOL. !•. ce 
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over hotnan happii^ss.* Vincennes. was aK 
wayç a place of strength. Rebuilt io: 1337/ 
by Phil lippe de Valois, and fini^hed by 
Charles V. it has since merely received soi^ç 
trifling accessions of strength, and it »tiU re^ 
tains much of its original appearance^ Oïk 
gazing ùpon the terrifie aspect aj^ immense 
height of its mémorable keep^ I tound iidif- 
fkult to understand, ,how plea^sure could be 
so arbitrary in its views, that even kings 
should hâve sought it in suc)i a building.; and 
that the early Charles^s and Louis's shQul4 
hâve chosen the towers of Viiiçeunc;*, ^^ pouf; 
se souiacier, et s'esbattre^^* as the pld langu^gç 
<)f the quaint Joinville has it. [ 

When we had passed the drawbridge (so 
often crossed by thé braVë ànd thé iinfortu-* 



' • ■ .. • » • 

* " En passant detant Vincennes^^ says Rousseau, pai 
' sentie a la tue du donjon^ un déchirement du etÉur^ ^ànt oÉ 
remarqua V effet sur nion visage î It w a cutîous ins^ee 
. of the sliortness of popular concepûons, that the citizens^of 
Paris, after destroying the Bafitille, shoùld bave si^ffered 
this fortress to stand. It îs a placé of considérable streïigth ; 
quite a place de guerre^ madé a^ it wereon'-purpdsetô 
overnwe the icapital^ whose â^ubou)^ afe ^ijt>iin (be rai^geof 
its cannon. . . . > , 
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♦ 

nite, with spirits , subdued by oppression, 
and hearts broken by a sensé of injustice and 
tyranny), we found the first court filled with 
artilljery and ammunition, with ail the fright- 
ful and formidable apparatus of warfere. 
Every object upon which our eyes rested 
tvas^meanfe for the destruction of man; for 
the abridgement of his liberty, or the anni* 
hiiation of his existence. A species of me- 
lancholy attraction rivetted my eyes upoa 
the donjon. I had so often read of it : so 
much of that chivalrous spirit of France, 
which early in life had çaptivated my imagi- 
nation, expired hère; sometimes quenched 
by violent or ignominious death, sometimes 
Wasted away in slow, silent, life-wearing ob- 
livion. So much of the bold, fearless geniuis 
of philosophy had hère sustaînéd persécution, 
through the harassing médium of promised 
liberty, protracted imprisonment, and ail the 
^earying altemations of suspense, that it 
seemed to me a monument of suffering, a 
^^ brief chroiiicle'^ of times, dates, drid events, 
suddenly presented to xay view,» round which 
'the associtËitions of youthful study, maturing 
reason, and long cherished principles, closely 
rallied. There was not an ivy-twined loop- 
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hole, a time-tinted bastion, belonging to this 
frowning diuigeon (sa long the terrifie in- 
strument of the caprice of tyranny , îngulfing 
any victim wbom power, thwarted in some 
dadifig passion, might hurl into its nôisome 
cells), but had a spécifie power to awaken 
sadness, and to rouse indignation** 

Many, indeed, ôt its featutfes still remain^ 
lo recall the sad e vents wbich hâve occurred^ 
lirithin its dfèary walls. The casement still 
exists, through the bars of wbich the great 
Côndé cultivated bis pinks, durnig his long 
incarcération. His original crime^ ahd the 

Il I * I—— I 1— — —^1— ,^— <>^— *ii rr I l,> I « I ■ ■ii. fc i t r r . i 

V 

' ^ Mon$. de Lnxerrd>ùnrg a iti tnëtié deux f^s à Fit* 
tehkeiy pùttr être eêufrontL Ow ne taie point le xéritMn 
4ta Se ton éfaire.'^-^Smlgaê.} Tkemy&ter]^ whicb for 
sQine tîme hung orer the &te of the brave Maréchal de 
Ltncembourg, tiras so pro£:)uiKl, that noi only he was him- 
Éelt kept igndftat of his criin^, but hh friends were^ in 
édttbl) ^frfkther he n^as cmAmA ai Yineennes, tfae Bastitléi 
or adVM othet Hâte pmoii. The crime of which this biave 
maa wms accused, who had &ught so many battles for 
Louis XIV., waa soreer^. ^^ On ne parle plus de Mons^ de 
Luxemhaurg. J^ admire vraiment cofnmettt les chasts se 
pùssenty*'^ mj^ Mad. de Së^^gnS ; and kl Sdtiy a ftW daj» 
^erihe MCréiiia|Éis(»nhient of the Maradialy theeblivW» 
-of th0 grave hung ov^ the Ufe and &te of a man, whp^ a 
short time befbre^ had filled ail f^rance with tliè écho of 
his feals* 



cause perbaps of ail his after errors, was bis 
devption to a beautifirf wife, whoni be refused 
to resign to the romantic passion of a grey- 
beaded king. The cbaraber is still ppinted 
out^ which was occupied hy Diderot, wben 
he was sent to Vincennes, for the publication 
of his letter *^ Sur les aveugles i'* wber©, 
goaded by a seiise of the injustice, jof which 
hp wa^ the victim> his great and li^minous 
mlnd had pearly sunk under the blow; for 
bis reason was only saved from a total ovprr 
throw^ by a timely alleviatioisi of his snlfer-^ 
ings.* In this fortress aiso, Mirabeau., dnrin^ 
a fiveyears* imprisonment, wrote his beautiful 
letters to the frail and fair Sophie, and com- 
pQmd bis able work against htfnes 4e oflçli^f^ 
of who^ abuse be w^ himself a victim. 

But while event^ çonnected with tfae sc9>nty 
portion of civil libef ty, ^pjoyed in France fof 
a tboiii^n4 yiears bef^i^ the reyoiutfioOj 
crowded upon tbe œemory^ associatÂoo ^sinir 
denly sQappiad ii» çhain; and pur own galila0i;t 
Henry V. dyipg in the doTi/on of VinôeQnief , 

^ Somç perscmal traits in his work against a Mad. Ou 
Ihpé de 8t. MsWj yf%re nke cause <^ Us détention in thia 
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and resigning his conquered France into the 
handsof hisbrother Bedford, occurred to ray 
remembrance. An host of images rose with 
this interesting irecoHection, and Hal and 
Fahtaff cheered for a momefit the gloomy 
reflections, which conjurée! up their delight-r 
fui vision, 

Our party consisted exclusively of ultriis 
and royalUts ; and for them, and indeed foi- 
us, there still remained an object of interest 
and of sadness, within the dreary rounds of 
Vincennes, which was no phanioni of mer 
mory, but had its 

and which strùck at or^ce with its melancholy 
influence on the sensés and imagination. Wfe 
had received permission to visit the '^chapelle 
ardente,*^ raised to the memôry of the young 
and gallànt Duc d'Enghien, by the Duchesse 
d^Atîgoulême. We were conducted to a wing 
of the fortress hanging over the fossé, in 
which the Duc d-Enghien had been shot, and 
which fronts the forest, Tlie concierge met 
tis at the door of his apartnient, and lighting 
a lajup, conducted us up a dark, narrow, 
wiuding staircase, rendered more sombre by 
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the coiittâsted brïlHancy of thè settîng siin, 
in whîch, a moment before, we had been 
basking, 

' As we reached a landing- place, considçrably 
élevated, thekimp's flickering ligbt suddenly 
gleamed on the polished firek)ck of ai^ntiriel, 
who giiafded the melaricholy post, ànd who 
carriéd armé to the military orders and stars 
of some of our company. To iind hère, 
within the compass of a dark and narrow 
apace, so confined, that tired vigilance could 
scarcely measure its wonted pace, an arrned 
guardy had an effect that went at once to my 
heart; for it bad never before throbbed amidst 
the terrifie gloom and imagery of a state 
prison. It is not impossible that this soldier 
mm guarded the remains of the man, whom 
when living he had hère also guarded in that 
short/ moment/ whicb intérvened between 
judgm^3t and exécution. To him the inno- 
cent and the guilty would be a charge of 
equal moment^ and equal interest; for the 
ci^ature of force, its instrument aud its vie- 
, tim, the soldier takes every station bis trade 
assigi>s bim. His very nature, broken down 
to the yoice of command, dissolves ail the 
feelings^ faculties^ and passions of man into 



tbe great aad pamniount làir 6f ^o^îmc^*-»* 
to-4iight, in the gloont of the castellated dîtch« 
raiiiing his murderous aim, and reacbitig 
tbe lifi^-pulse of the royal d'Ënghien; to* 
morrow, irradtated with the glorîes of the 
rtsing mn, he bears tbe voîce, he bad haply 
obeyed in maoy a nobl^rcause, now gîye tïm 
Word—-** My comradeSt to the heart !'* aiiid 
the gallajxt Ney falls beueath bis arna ; — -the 
thème of every soldier^s praise, over the watch^ 
fires of distant fielcte, lies bleeding by the m^ 
âief^s hand.* Oh, thèse are vîews of fauincit 
oçmduct ; thèse are «cènes of bu bbao suffericig» 
which stcken the fasart and «rîfcber up îte 
powers t Hère dvilieed socîety losesits sple»* 
dour, and the deirelopmefit of tbe biiiMm 
fttculttes seems but to ^* multiply the power 
of dotng eviXV 

The savage, whose Jay€ axid sorronv, idioaé 
Ufe and death; are govemed by tbe bwB ^anpl 
passions of nature only, hère, fof a momeat, 
istands opposed în proad «upeiâorèty to that 
errîng, cr«el, «M Taîii»-glorions cneatiioç, 4x1 



♦ TJie day before my yirit ^o Vincennes^ I had .stoo4 
t;ipon the spot where th^ unfortunate Ney waa 8hçt| at tm 



wh<mk ew}M9f^Uf>n %9s lent Jiut^Milf tts l^ht; 

^h0, in hh daûgerous progr^gs Uir<Hlgb »eniH^ 
irsrbamm, lifts learned to pfirv€Tt npt to iW 
frjovt his laculties, to tread o^ the righU ^mT 
éthers, Dot to respect 'and préserve )w own ; 
tmd who^ 9ubatitiiting powisr for bappineao^ 
and ambition fiwjmtiae^ m^^ to becom^ 
gréat^ wtthoat endeavoitriog to h^ioa^sm mê^. 
To tbe right of Û» m^rrow latud^-placç, 
$faiis strîctij guEMkjl» in dark^^ens and m 
siienee, vf/e mete^hoHfïkt}^ little xpom wlsAeh 
tbe Duc d'Ënghien ocmi^^ dnring bi» 
short, sad dweiling in tbe ^tposs of Vin^ 
«ennes. To ti^ left» a lai]g(9r aparilsmcnt, in 
wlndi bis hasty trial Jbad taHçn place, ésx^ 
hibited a mcttt; gloomy and ia»|K^i||g %}f^S> 
tacle. Dayiîght ivas i¥)boUy «Kpluded^ «aaid 
tbé roon> wfts laid ont as &>r a ûi«eral cham^ 
berv um d^^eUe j$g:piatm^ j ^ it ^i^ia? Ugbted 
day aad night »bjr a iavif^ f /«{ /9iP(c^ wdmtej, 
mnich bftiog £rom tiae centre^ of tàe i»iUi^ 
Tbe wails wera draped mth wbÂte ck)^ 
Imréefed wîth black.; a \ow Kwtt^man^ of ; itbe 
same t^xtufCt î^n along tbe floor. lu .tb« 
isiddle Sitood-a kfisurae^ o^vered ^îth a vel^^ 
^Bil^ricbJy ;einbos$«d m gi^t Kirîib td»e ikoi^ 
imd tfp^pbictt «of itih^ bouse «d^ Coft^é^ |^ 
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veiled a small coffin, ^hich <k>htaitied ail 
that could be coîlected, from tbe ditch of 
Vincennes, of the gallant d*Enghien-— *a few 
bones. A stone on which, it is said, hïs hea4 
had fallen^ was placed bèside it. In the back 
of this gloom/ scène, hung à massive silver 
CFOss. Tweli^e immense wax tapers, in lai^e 
silver branches, burned on each side of the, 
bier. To the right was an altar, a crucifix, 
the sacramental vessels» and ail the imposing 
pampherhàlia of the cérémonies of Oatbolic<n 
Ism. Hère is daily celebrated a mass for the 
soûl of the deceased. Hère, on the pre-r 
ceding day. Madame d'An^oblèoie bad ofr 
fered up hep arce^on^, at thé sbriné of lier 
habituai dévotion, H»e sjuàibering s^rrow 
might be ronsed into oeasekss vigilance; 
and vengeance- brood over images^ created 
ànd tonfbined tô give it everlasting force; 

The recolléctîon} ùf the âite o£ the uafortu» 
nate prince, whose unbtf i^iod boiies wère thus 
placed in melancholy spectacle ; > thi^ fatal 
policy which may, or may ndt,'havé»BecessiT 
tated bis death ; thé \/b$isé pointed out 
where he had beai escecuted; the foîrtrèss 
itself, al! produced a train of n^ancholy. im? 
pressions, which I thought not* ea^y:ttd be 
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effaced. We withdtevir from iht' chûpelle e^- 
piatoire iii sàdness and în silence, and the 
eyes bf mère than one brave and devoted 
champion of the Bourbons swanr in tears, as 
we qùittéd the reiiiains of one of its most 
illustrions and gatllant defeiiders. But the 
Sun was âtill shînîng'brilliantly r it wàs a 
Trench s un; and we were 2iFrench jiarty: 
we ascended our carriages, and bidding adieu 
to tlje gloQpiy towers of the Château de 
Vincënnes, the 4?09xJ)nien cracking their 
whips soon brought us to Paris, and set us 
down at the doors of oneof its gàyëst sJ)éeta- 
cles, the Comic Opéra. ■" 

As we eritered Mad. d^Hossonviïlé'^ box, 
we found thë delightful pastoral dtama of 
^' Rose et CoÉt'' half ôver; but we werè in 
time to hear rônchard in isome^veiy pi^etty 
vaudevilles ; and to witness the ffirst représen- 
tation of^"^ Plus Heureux que Sage'/' à* pièce 
whifch was condemned beyond àll ho^p^e of 
rédemption, ndtwithstanding thèfiiiè sîwging, 
and the élégant and spirited âcting bf that 
most lady-like actress, Mad \ Rtegnàtit : Wc 
waited to see the first act bf^the old farce, 
'' Les Femmes Vengé^s^* which, by the au- 
thority of time, main tains it» jprîvilege of 
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v^iyiog tbe pi^ence of the andienoe, hy a 
0ficqes9ion of imposiùb^Hties, <m\y r^iev^ 
b>y jkjwts of coarse humour &nû vulgfx plea- 
4KU)tiy. We tben a^jovroed to tlie firnt 
f!estaw!9.teur in Paris, where, over 9» e%r 
eeHent supper, we diacussed tbe anuuements 
of tl)e day, and decided on the meriU of the 
$4ihde ifi ml^iUe and cbampagae of MoW' 
BenuvilUer, 

^^Li^homme machinei Tesprit qui tient du coips, 
Gq knm, nmngeant, remoiHe «es fessorts.^ 

No one ^emed exhatisted ; ail hqd Jbeen 
amused; and the d^euner è la fomchette, 
whîcb be{^ so gfttly» ai tnidday, finislved as 
gaily at midoight. I vas^ bpwevjer, coi>< 
irincedt tbat this ge»uiae Fi^ch éiitertoin^ 
ment wa3 calculated only for the elasticity 
of Frenck apirits, for the ei\|oyiiKsnt of a 
|heople whose resources are «ifiiûtie ; aiid 
who^ mor^ animated thao aptive, dfspend 
nAb«r upoQ their mental than upon tb^eir 
fC9RP9real ^aergias, and know ixo ^iirearioess 
^pfft that vhfch ^fings fmm inertneas^ and 
tbe abfsciçGç «of inteUectual o»cnpation^ 

3everal d^uners à la famcli^tfi^ giyen tû 

vs ^Jôj^i^ fie^itet ÎA Pai:i9^ «upçeeded Itp 



the fête ^ampétre^Vlzimnce, and.like that, 
they usually occttpte<rthe whok day. After 
one of thèse entertainments at Mons. Do- 
fk>n*s, we spent the afternoon in yisiting thc 
iine iibrary of the cekbrated Mons. Langlé»; 
ai^ sofiie other private collections^ finisbing 
the evening at the Théâtre Français. At 
atiother, given by Mons. Denon, we found 
ample and delightful amusement inexamining 
the collection which occupies his apartments. 
Over ail thèse hospitable feasts great re^ 
finement of manners^ and an unclôuded 
gaîety universally prevailed^ and banished 
the tedittm so oppressive in the morning 
amtisenients of a less mercurial people. The 
costoin in France of introducing conversation 
into Society^ bas a decided and very happy in- 
fluence on the spirits and faculties of it& 
m^tubers, at whaiever season of the day thcy 
nlay assemble ; and time rarely lusses *' flat» 
rtale, an4 unprofitable" to those, whose in* 
tellectual resources engage and diversify it* 
iiours, and " make to*morrow cheerful as 

to-dày '* 

An £i^ish genlieman, résident ât Parîs^ 
ttisured me that an Irishman^ whom he had 
known in France manjr y«ars^ teft iiis toiaU 
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fortune to tbe oniff Frettchman who had e\ër 
offered him a dinner ; at once, to n^rk his 
own gratitude, and thé rarity of the eyentj^ 
The outcry, indeed» amongst the strangeih» 
who now visit Paris j against ithe want of 
ho^pitality in its inhabitants^ la much more 
uni versai, than it is weH fQuqded. Thousands 
hâve visited and continue to visit France, 
froœ every part of GreatBritain, whohave iiofe 
evetibeen so foctunate astfaelristhiùanalready 
cited. The particular position, indeed, , of 
the English, with respect to the French 
nation, is not, at présent, extremely favour- 
able to the interchange of the rites and 
cei'emonies of hospitality. But at ail times^ 
the French are neither so eager after society ^ 
nor so much in want of it, as to send ** into 
the highways and lanes,'' topick upsuc];i in-* 
discriminate foreign guests, as may be inclined 
to accept an eleemosynary invitation, and to 
sàtisfy, at the same tirae, their appetite and 
their curiosity. 

No hospitality, and jndeed no fortune^ 
could hold out againçt those légions of tlie 
idle and the unoccupied, who, in the ex- 
ubérance of wealth, or of undirectçd cu-^ 
riosity, leave England, to-~ 
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Pr^^nener leur ennui ailleurs. 

The French, at ail times circumspect iii 
tlteir sooiêtiës, and averse frora large and in- 
discriminate assemblies^ hâve not leamed to 
extend thèir circles, or tô m qltiplytheir in- 
vitations to étrangers, since. qircumstances 
hiave inundated their capital with the people 
of ail nations and countries. 
, The obscure, the unknown,a,nd the unnoted, 
havé thereforé but littjie chance of obtaini&g 
admission înttcî good French houses> of.any 
pàrty or faction^ if not particulariy recàmr 
mended, by letters or personal introduction. 
And I hâve known many self<-i^uffîcieâit per* 
sonsi the centre of their own little domestic 
ciifcle, the agreeable ntttles of sqme particu- 
lar coterie, wounded in the very life-nerve of 
their amottr^propre, on finding themselves 
lost and confounded among the ^\ vulgar 
herd*' of strangers, who through the médium 
6f thait pds^e^partouty money, are allowed a 
free ingress t© ail public places ; but who go 
no fiirther. Thèse are the persofis^ who found 
a charactei? for nationajity, by exclaiming 
against every country but their own; and 
.who fancy themselves patriots, upon the 
presumption of their préférence for honvç- 
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They feel ttot that thetr enmri ànà distaste, 
in foreign cornitries, are sea^d \rithîn t6em-^ 
seivei^ «td thej mtstake their mdividvâl 
displacement for tive dislocation of society. 

Feir per^Qnâ, I imagiDe» weil i«trod«iéed 
by letters cif recommendation^ or by tbeîr 
perional taknts» or celebrity, will joim ià 
tbis outcry against French hospita)îty ;. or 
m\\ deay that the access to a Frencb honse» 
wKere the stfanger bas once beén received', 
i$^ bdtb easy and gracious^. It is» howiever^ 
t)frite trae/ tbat dâimers of ceremony are by 
no mfans so gênerai in> Paris» as in Loo&m 
or Dtiblin. In the latter capital, hospitality 
has kMig lost as simple ebancter ; itr is no 
loniger the médium of social enjoyment ;^ but 
the lure to ostentatious com^titicm. Few 
désire to entertain, who camiot dazzle or 
outvie. Ruin too often treads' on ikhe heels 
df feslivity ; the means and the meastives 
rarely meet and are rarely cakaloted^ while 
t^e spiiit ôf dfS|>lay «s in operaifiion ; and he, 
i^ho in jtistiee to bis cliildvetf and bis credî>- 
tOffr, should not evten induise m " humble 
p^ctf'^ does not hesitate to tt^nt his guette 
irith •♦ impérial tolcay.'* 

The priiio«})P veirenae» of the Ënglûk tu^ 
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\>i\ii^i tbe iiiiiliense ofMtl^iae «if tbe tr^diii^ 
elaa» 6f tliat gredit commetcial caimtcy» 
while they* naulttply the arfciiietal distinot 
tions of Society, p^rmàt au expenclitiiv^/ in 
ent«ri«liiiniènt>^ ^ommblâ to 6very compcH- 
ti£i«»i of vtMi^y m 'of ptkik» la V^ac^t 
%rh&ttf pnroperiy is more equalljt dcvkké^ 
where none â^'é e^xirimousl^' riohf and ; nonid 
(it may almost be said) are absolutely poor, 
the modes ana habits of hospitalïty are prq- 
pëfti^%ef td- Che l»«ftrl»; àild> ifl ttie absâice 
of ^l$^%, Chey ûtt âh'e«téd ëlitluéi Vélf ^ » 
ittiiè for «^M ftAâ étii«iii^tiàbtldââ( «f)joytb«M(i 
The p^liiî ma laini^rial diikier» ave 
Hke thdfté 6f'<^ i^ittaie descri^liovi iti ôtkt» 
aëûi^tiei, HM the diAttë^ of ïhe B.rkih^^!Hm^ 
€èlbi^Camba<iei«s'> thtf kië:(^^ii|tit'«r«f»dféftt 
gâ*tmhoWïy, \^efelHi<<del^ thë iSÉIJiéifet 'éftiàtt^ 
ty, moâéki of elegatice dnfd 6Î Ui%ti»y\' Still^ 
hdWèVé^, thé> F<^i^"dlh^éf 1^' gbftëf^y' 
épàMiig iti aYl> 'îts ■ 'éttikt^metiiÉ «itt^le' attdF 
triVj^feteïidlhg. Tlib kAglti tif f hé> iâVitàtidi^ 
séiÔôth éHtéHêh ii lëi^cla^^,'â»d'is âUi«éd fo> 
«kë ttU^itèiiM^ df ttll tMA^4Hkn«âi>* Itliait 
fitë^Uèn«ly 'halfiipéhed' ' to^^S ' t6^' bel àëkéd ' ttt' 
<lfe»tiK^, feoià' 'te»iél«fS'' (it« ' ■ dtfeèr m^mittg. 
«ttdisëmi^fitâ^ ! ^l'/sc^ÉHlii oné^ W (^tbèir <^ the 
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party we accompanied. Thé additiôiial 
covers were the only différence in the eco- 
nomy of the table, ôtcasioned by our par- 
takîng the fortune du pot; and if ail was 
not ^' more than hospitably good and mo- 
derately plentiful/' the never-failing excel- 
lence of the cookery, at lieast, contradicted 
the aphorism of Berchoux, that 

^^ Un dtner sans &çon| est une perfidie." 

It is a maxim borrowed from epicurinm^ 
and adopted into the code of French good*H 
bceeding; that ^ ^ un véritable gourmand ne se fait 
jamais. attendre.^' To be punctual to the mo- 
mebt» is a point of good-breeding rarely 
neglected- The g^e^t is received in the 
anti^room, by ail the servants pf the family ; 
aa4 the arrangeipmt^ of the Frepcb àpart- 
îASM^ b^iog generally en^ suite , the saJle à 
mw^er k aljniost itiyartably passed in arrîv«- 
ipg at the salon. . It frçqjuently happens that 
the table is only fiaid jà fc^r minutes before 
tbe dinner is served. That çereipony, there- 
fiore, vrhich .co^suin^fi) bourp in an. Englijsh 
Ij^pufe, and oqçppîpscth^ .,ti*ff,iftf /SO inany; 
^rS9Rfe is^.^eçtert, wilfeiajforjb. of magiqal 

If 'i .i . I' • 
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mère use, and nothing for display, time and 
trouble must be necessarily spared, There 
are no . showy sideboards, no ^ rich buffets, 
in the French dining-room ; and though the 
table service is always of silver, yet în the 
first houses, ornàmental plate, and articles, 
not -immediately necessary to the accom-* 
modation of the guest, are nearly unknown. 

As there is rarely head or foot to a French 
dinner table, the hosts generally occupy the 
cra^re. The removes are confined to the 
middle of the table: there are itôually two 
short courses, with a dessert, and a number of 
$timulating hors d^ œuvres ^ d\m.ost unknown 
in the economy of an Ënglish table. To 
those accttstomed to ^^ raisonner principes 
sucrés,'' the French dessert will be found, in 
the language of Mons. de la Reyniere, *^ de 
parler à Tâme, et surfout aux yeux'\ A 
thin light Burgimdy is the diluting beve- 
rage, which holds the place of our malt 
liquor; and the superior wines are not, drunk 
till after the first course, when the dômes* 
tics serve them round. Capewine or Malm- 
sey are taken with the dessert. The art of 
cookery is supposed to hâve loQg^ reached 
its utmost point of perfection in France. It 

p d2 
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b a aeicsic^f whicb nU bave sÉudi^d» whwh 
aU uilderâtand> bai wbi«b it ha» b«eii IrMif) 
4aeiMd mâ«^t;aî# fou* to «Kpatii^e npoa, q« 
dtscusa* AU sud) oofUMmutionsl ai^ i|aw« n^ 
puted ta small of tfae rwokil^ùiwfy Oê^m^ 
when the nost r^turitn fKHTiOQC^ mwd fmn 
the «hop to ihe palace, pi^mû ibfm^ln^i^ 
oa thefria»4^p of a taWe, tp ^ieh they ha4 
kithorto been 9trang«v» ; luad ware pirorudr to 
dîipUiy their tapertoiity ovflt tlie '^ caîimr 
h}(¥rg»fifiey' by disenssiag €àt€ktte$ à la Mam^ 
Uffton, or dMÎdîag cm tbe m6tit» ekf disbes^onor 
oonêiied' to tlke menup o£ airid(M>orati€ tabler. 

Tfaa skill and sçiencev whteh our yaung 
ro^ti of iiMbi^' diaplay at tabk». who wish to 
fimfid* a reputalion by lîtinig^ g^çm^, faawe 
dœçbnded kl Fraiioe lo^ thé gar^m^ or waiAr 
eus at the: postaucâbôurs'; àAd I remembet à 
cÂrtaiâ La Croix,* who occasÛMially attelnlr* 

^ Asking La Croix^s dpiiuon, ùpon the chôice of some 
IfqtéHirè'yrt wisSléd té }^iifchx9e^ lie tfarew hitftsdf mio ike 
9xAiHà8 q£ 9; AeMikm at tiif famlkute^ «nd im&eà ik 

ê^dérfr les (iaueur^ sous deux supports^ pures et factices. 
Parexemplct * 1^ Henri Quatrcy* et * te parfait amour' 
sùM fdeiixsf Vf dûraçôa et Ik khWlabttfisût sont putes^^ ftc. 



ed Qiir oâèinet pnrticuiier, ftt Le Jmfue$'\ 
whaae i»mouiar judgoié»!^ on tbe dkhes 6t 
vrines be wished iio reconifiièffid, ^€re«^ally 
amusingamlmstoactîve; and«ii£iiglafid tromtd 
OiÉitle iùm to a pi^sson&iîp^ «howild tiie avt 
ever be raised to the digmtjr i«df a scienoe. 

At tbe end m( the dessert, enrery onse ^èës 
from tiMe; and ëcKffiee (saqh as MahoMet 
nright iiavt dnmiky t(d j^eimi b^maelf .înto bâ« 

yeaxiy cprepaved^ on ^ statiopàry taj^le in ^à 
GMoer of tfaè salon . Tlûs taM» tinîfvefssKtli^ 
cnhibito an Emgii^ tea ^équipage, dem^^ 
equally ior oiFnaniieBt and for utse^ ftivdl tb^ 
ûlicer teâfUm kvtà teia <^det ràe liardy omit^ 
tfid. 4k oouTttrsationof a petit fumé iiViituno 
oamcludn thé dirmet eon^agementj} th^ joaiT^ 
liagoi :ind eabmiti» dMKr tap? e«^iy mué 
piirsuei^>tbe jpkasumsî^axid anrasemeilts ixf tiia 
âraiûiiiig asi be-tiiink^^pfopeff; '«und <to 4[lne 
remaiiia&diPheœ be dinea^ exèept ^ pP'tticulatr 
îflnirifcBtîcmy ^ tburt it happent» 'to be^ibé 
49)r>de ol the iktdy ^f 4^e bodUseï 

dmner invitation 1sss inctûded an an^nSê- 
ment for a '* proinenade en 3?piVttr^ ;- , ,^nd in 
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the fine evenings of a French summer^ no^ 
thing can be more delkious than thèse after^ 
dinner drires, taken by a large party, with 
which the intempérance bf the men never in-' 
terferes ; and to which pkasure, heaith, and 
récréation equally contribute. 

One of thèse pleasant promenades^ in 
whkh I was a. party, had for its object the 
lorely grounds and gardens of Mousseaux ; 
situate at the extremity of Paris, near the 
fiiubourg du l^j^le. We broke up from 
dinner at seven o^clock, mounted our car*-» 
riages, and in half an hour were set down 
at the place of onr destination, the once 
celebrated *^ petite maison'' of the late Duke 
of * Orléans^ the temple of his dis^ipated 
oi^ies, and of bis poUtical intrigues. The 
hoose, or rather the pavilion, is of Greciah 
arcHtectupe, correct and chaste, eveuito 
coldnessond uniformity; but stilL ekgant. 
The ^^ jardins Anglais,^' once known as 
V JéCS foHcs de Chartres/* notwitbstandii^ the 
occasional conc^îte.of gothic rmn^ and attic 

iempie$9 cascades without water, and Alpine 

, . I II t . , I , t ■ I II I ■ , , l ' i ■ . ' Il ' I 

* M ousseaux, or as it is now spelled Mouceaux, under 
ïtie impérial' régime \^as a maison de plaisance of the arcki" 
ci^Mcelier d^ i' j^/e^rr. I-Jmow net to whou it now be^ 
Icmgs, but its gardens are opened to thé pulbUc 
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bridges witliout précipices, are still beaati- 
iul, luxuriant, and noble; and the placé, tbe 
Company, the weather, the climate, ail con-r 
sidered, few hours in nay life Imve been more 
pkasantly enjoyed, tbftn those passed amidst 
'* Les folies de Chartres J* The moon had risen 
on our rambles, before we returned to the 
botel, from which we had set out. We fbund 

the soirée of Madame de C ^ already as- 

sembled, and English t^t at niidnight con- 
cluded oiir very^^reeable dinner party, with 
it» ** promenade en^ voiture*' ♦ . 

The French soirée isliterally an eveningat 
home. Almost every wcMnan of condition in 
Paris has a soirée onc^ or twice a-week. 
Some ladies are '^ (U homé^' every night, or 
rarely go out exccpt to the court, to the 
opéra, or the théâtres, f During the soirée^ 
visits are received and paid, as on other 
evenings ; for the evening is the usual time 

♦ The laie hours efnew France are much reprobated by 
the primitive old gentiy, who exclaim against diimers at 
half afier five, or six o'clock, and who belieye tbat at last 
•< icM J^rîmttf > à Jorce de retarder r heure de diner^ Jbti* 
raient par ne dinet que le lendemain.** 

+ We had aboyé twenty houses open to us, on diiierent 
nights in the week, during our résidence in Paris, where 
we were always sure of being graciousiy received^ and of 
finding good sodely. 
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un payfng motniiÊg juisiu m lftM(»i Miû 

Wm ^vèQ «ittiMii. exj^Wt and reaosttsd 
to .wîâhottk /S»riB» ^iinwbt jlhiî ftt»tf ;.€rf Bfu^ 
mUi Mdetgr tu àts ittort. â^ttoiHtt^Uû $apàct. 
lifeitheif vfisMkty nor o^^teKntotioaiatfii&itt rnHb 
tiam eofiÊ aod sîsifiikiiljf^;: tJmve (not) gMnn* 
bUn^ IM fiill dcéss ) tbe iWoAlen ;ga in j^emlf*- 
^MJ^^;;. ma ai^ io Fai^ ÂlhiiBiqMèotii.is 
(isjLveiQfljr |c1mmp^ âfidrtimf^pa^im^ito ftbiH^ 
well lighted, tbm wiude adbdikÎMifil^ «KpenM 

«fighft mfteahmenkj^ aevireiçl s. littiai)tft>re.i»îili^ 
nâght. Sdfrôty .is tttœefore m)t;a^ fibiab df 
compcititîon, but aNfioMâue o£ f^ftuibei cnpg^ 
9N9nt. il DOver leada |20. ciiii|pus^<^t|t»ift-i> 
gAW^ $ Ât i» OM^Iportleé \»f^ nb mi»spappnt)ii|iH 
logks ; et aA^aJbeiaQ no .ritalr|tvando^vebAQ 

taim, does jiot estimate tîip pîeaçure ôf lier 
Jiarty by the nj^rï^bec j:^ J^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^ 

€il|wtl hel^ siipf>eiM:»Ue 9 for wk/^jpfe«â)Eityy^ 
and good conversatioii hoWàft unîfofm a*- 
Ceudàiit ftver pe0rs^^ and j^iné-^pçles, qK^Ust 

TJba weekiy soirée, at sani^ o| tfae^ gMall 
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lICMiMs in Pam, aiB^imU ito what is teitead 
égsfm^^réunnm^m largeassbnoMy ; Bàwhich 
tibe coiqiiettislï demi-^toUette gives place lia 
£uU dress; aïkid thé sodety asaomes ipaouoe of 
the ènislieaJQd:biiiUaficy «îf 1^ £n$ësk: rojttt. 
A ftiir deys aftcr our atfiirail in Satis, a <»rd 
•f iovitfttîoiilfroHi tbe Jiii^îsli tamhasfiadress^ 
aiid'aiiïo|tà«r£rQmiherPkfi}^ ^e ta 

TrnomàiWe, £>r the nmé «renâig, aflarded 
me' .'«m «pfx^tonUjr (<^ I went toi bodiJ)! i]f 
ci«xipanii% Jtfaer jaawmbliés ni 4kè W« ootisaiD 
W& f^sufntà tàroQ^ Ung files af; JSingHsfa 
carriages, #hU}^ lill«d Ihé itub tiit. Homatéi 
in «j^dsching: i^feK' fe»tal «^ tie îËliglish «in- 
h&My : %he b^lts>atid<4n«i-roottis«f that mi^^ 
Ttifyttnt ^t«i w«i« (âlteâiwith ilomctetioS) in 
tbe splendid liveries of the Stuart fomifif; 
Lcidy fUiaà^^etlk l^uart 8fo«Ml<«it«btt dooi of 

èmgfetèi "WÏiHtkf fmwméii' iMrtfAMk'fn ênélaw 

Ëm^nd, Ii«khMd, mà&mlmAt smd bcv 
Iii%64M»t> 'ir«fit' tàttAigft tlté* tiillbofi«u» tettk ^ 
rteepti»»,- {itt 'fAl #ie >toutkie '«f «• fiOnéon «b^ 
semÛy) Wi^ 'asc iÉ>R6lt gi*sK!e> jacndf to«rtèH|f>' 
as if w«a¥iite^ fetid '«thatlslfion' didbotnw»^ 
▼itabiy attend upon such an exertioii; Po^ffiB 
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cîvcies of London ; fooes^ tbat I thougM I 
had kft bébind me in Irektnd, preseitted 
themselves, on eVery siëe, AU was the \mz^ 
1>u8tle, aod motion of an Ëriglish roui. Ëveiy 
oœ stared, every one talked^ and tiobcMiy liâ^ 
tened. , Tiie refresfaments were abundânt^ 
exquisite, and vaiious; and an élégant i^upper 
was prepared; to follow the consmnptioh of 
oi^eateSy ices^ and ponche glacée. WitbouJ: 
waiting, howâver, to partake of this supei^ 
eiogation of hospitality^ we pamed on atoit 
early hour from the hôtel of the Brîtîsh em* 
bassy, to the hôtel de la Trimouille . 

The hôtel de la Trimouille is sîtuate in 
the ceatre of the Rue Bourbon, as it ought 
to be; for the nianies hâve not oiten beçu 
disunited. 

The Bue Bourbon is a grand, gloonsy^ 
Patrie wn stieet ; always the résidence of the 
ancieat nôbUUy pf France, nrhose vénérable 
kotds rtill frown, on either side, like monu* 
maita q£ peM grandeur. , Scarcely a soui^d 
dîfitûrbed. jlts silence, as yre entered» aod thç 
réwrkéres but . feebly lighted the high^ dark 
wall9 i^ the spacious courts, which shut in 
from viilgar yiew the résidence of heredijbaiy 
graolieuc, 

One singie rap apnôunced the fLrrival of the 
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guests; and the porte^cachére, without any 
visible agency, slowly opened, as if governéd 
by the wheel of a convent gale. On éitber 
side of the court, carnages and cabriolets 
were sheltered in the remise, or were drawn 
up in close file ; and our own servant con- 
ducted us, through the silènt lofty hall, up 
the broad stonè stairs to the anfci-room, 
where, consigning our persons and names to 
the guardianship of the maitre d^hôtei^ . he 
took his own s^t in an arm chair» by the 
stove. We foUowed our guide, as he flung 
open les grands hattans^ iri proceeding through 
the suite of rooms. 

Ail , the apartments werë splendidly ligbt- 
ed : we found the billiard-room ocx^upied 
by players, or by lookeçs-on at the game^ 
which in France is played 30 well, ^nd so 
generally, by both secses. We pftssed on to 
the grand salon, and fouhd a large cîrçle ail 
seated ; ail cooversing, and ail animated, yet 
ail flf rest. A few men only stood in groups, 
or, in the french phrase, en peMts peiofons. 
Sbme lehued orer the iMbfes ôf the ladtes'^ 
chairs, with whom they were talking. In 
passing on to the superb chambre à coucher, 
I obsierved Mons. Fieyé, theauthor of the 
charming novel of the *.^ Dot, de Suzêtti^/* re- 
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œiviag tbe compHmeetB of a liitle idrciè> 4>tr 
bts new.polèticml tract»; and MoDAeuf ^ 
Cfcateoiibriand, wtiom, ha^cing almvdif «setifi 
Et the <i^iiMg ôf tlie Institvte^ i hnstAtàif 
lecognized, bf ins folded ariw, ^abeitraeted 

look> aiMl air of ArtAia de^enta^ Witfadmwn 

from tiM erowd, ia^oUtary matgni&ceiice, he 
iiAft Âkntily «eceiving the iiOMage of ^ome 
4owmgc»wti/fna^ ; wlitf e he, wbo^ '^ ^alutetP 
efiery tueey liver^ and rock, inMK i^ans tb 
JemigaAeMv «emaed^ în isooÎ€it3r, ^to lialil «^ 
tliing but his otiiirii illiportaEfiee. 

We fovnid tfae l^incfes^e de la Tmnotti^^ 
not bustling through her ^rooms in mkéïe^ 
gMuAeHiom, n^r stationed; at 4^ «niny^e'^ 
Aoor, tlie wdtried mutinât df {|ie« o«ti ei^ 
Imwtsng pleasupe»^, 4iwi ^i^^ly kMMgiii^ 
fiï a /otiMiîjf, m ber M|>efb >bed*>>i«o(im/^ 4^ 
MrtMifM-MNCféirtim c^att«plèiuibi|«<, tl|ifae^JMMl 
^ganœ, io Che stii^ of Preiidà'«pttt<tdieiitis. 
S%e ira» 46^ifig 4m at a game df picMyiietr 

■Jj^e walU 1196 «Bua^y dnjp^ wiib riçU,silkfar,satu^ ii#. 
tened and decorated withgold or silver oraamentk. The 
couvre^piedy or counterpane of the bed, which stamds îh an 



p]|ayed l^ two tcnartfcble dukes^ coviered witk 
dM ty»- insigoia oi tliekr rank % aad thia wss 
aimo«t> tbe Only eard-table I saw, it amy of 
Ibe; r^wtî'enâ, o» saines ^ Nrhieh I Inequented, 
daritig my aeôWesnce ia^Fra^ces. 

Tk« mfknumr irt wbich a, Freii«h womâu 
re^âtve» htt feomle guesta is extremely cour'- 
t|«QU9<-an(l- rci9p«dtf«i> a ltiUe.tinB*ured witii 
fombality» but mai^ied by evcsry ^tui-e of 
poUfi«aMess a»cl ojf attention. Tfté receptkMi 
of tthe mal* guesU », g«ieMtlly speakkig, at 
oi¥^ e^^etnely fastànating, andyet auffieientM 
ly dignitied. She never rises from hee ses); : 
sbe receive* their profound bow witb a simte, 
^ïÉdd, a *' itonisitir," <wr ^' Ifon^jomr,'^ Or a '"co»!- 
;««« *avf-i/ ;*' df some Httle nïafk tjf dfetîîTC- 
tion, a, ta|j of thé fiaui, a hand to kiss, or an 
expression of pleasant surprise at their vm- 
^sp&sH&à appâarantie. AH tbt» howerër îg 
air and I<»okî' it **i9 semething, nôihh^ ^^it 
is quite indeacribable, as it is undefinable ; 
and it would be prestunptionto attesupt it. 

D«la TnmowUe! Wh(^ that know^ any 
lâïing of the histoty of France, eouW fbr the 
flrst fiftie be: in cotnpany trltt^ the repré- 
sentative of that illustrions femily, withqut 
feeWflgsoiiaft qttkakening throba of the beart? 
AU th«É iS' dfeUiôH' în the history of the 
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country is associated with the nitme. The 
most powerful ainong the provençal nobility?, 
the La Trimouilles, govemed the Charles's^ 
opposed the Louis's, and ai^ted to place 
the founder o£ the house of Bourbon on the 
throne of France. They suffered martyrdom 
in its cause^ on the reyolutionaiy scadfold^ 
and they now rally round the throne of the 
fiEunily, they hâve so long fought and di^ to 
support. The Trimouilles haye^ indeed^ 
done more for tl^ house of Bourbon, than 
the house of Bourbon could do âh: the Tri-^ 
mouilles.* 



. * Many of the fimiUies of the French nobility lopked 
upon themselves as more ancient than the reigning dy- 
nasties even in the earlier âges. '^ Qui vous a fait comte .^" 
asked Hugh Capet haughtily of the Comte de Perigord, 
^ Ceux, qui vous ont fait roi^*^ was the bold reply. 
Charles VII. weaîry of the rule o£ Georges de la Tri- 
mouille, sufifered him to be arrestecl^and imprisoned by 
his enemy, the connétable de Lorraine» 

It was in référence to the conduct of Louis de la Tri- 
mouille, who took Liouiis XII. prisoner at the battle of 
St. Aubin^ that that wise and excellait ^monarch pbserYed^ 
after h^ ascended the throne, " Le Moi de France ne 
venge pas les quéreUcs du Duc d'Orléans. The Duc 
de la Trimouille was one of the secret chiefs of the Hu- 
gonot party, whose demands became so exorbitant on the 
gratitude of the kii^. The influence^ sfnrit, and ppwer 
of tbis familj ap|)far indeod through ey^mr ÎM^fl^/^ .thft. 
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The Prince Louis, thé only ëurviving re- 
présentative of'his illustrions fàtùily, has ail 
that distinction of person and air, which in- 
dicates birth and high breeding, and is one 
of liiree of the handsomest brothers that 
France ever saw united in one cause. 
. The talents and acquirements of the prîi|- 
cesse de la Trimouille give her a very decided 
influence in the circle and party ifi which 
sfae moves; and I observed that literature 
and politics were the kading topics of couver-* 
sation, in her élégant and reûnedré-^union^. 
' The bai-tpàrCy a most fréquent style of en- 
tertaiitment during the winter season (which 
season, par. parenthèse, is . literally celé- 
brated during the winter, axidnever put off 
XMUsummeroxmtumnX is a comhination of 
yojiith, plela^ure, and gaiety, exquisite danc- 
ing, fto exquîsite music, splendid dressing, 
and Ught colletions; while Uttle quadrille 
pf^rti^, suddeftly struck up to the h^xp and 
piano-fo^te, are not unuaual to fataiUes> 
where there are many young people, though 
infinitely less fréquent, than such accidentai 



historjr of France. l*iie late Érince de la Trimouille, 
brocher to the présent prince, was guillotined in the early 
part of the revotfBêbP'* ^ 
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4l6 PAHIS. 

breaks on the cawd-parties ci snntl Ëo^islr 
«ireles. Att the modes ofsociety in Par» fw« 
flimpte, inexpeiinve, rstianal, and refined; 
bnt they are, geoerally speaking, iiess gay» 
lefiB. artifléiali and perba^s^, ât once, more 
fbrmaU vté more ffàny, thaï» the usoal ar«- 
rtlngËinents ot soeiety m-Orwit Britain. . Jts 
slndes, in«teedi, àm tnAnite^ aiu) vavy ac- 
oordmg to tbe rank, age^ paity^ and raeâns 
of tlie enUrtEtiiMTS. Sts variety, howevet, 
'» n»t its kacrt chatfm^ «nd the cfaaracters 
of vuik,- talent, aild câlebrity, taoth aolnira 
aod foreigA^, irhit^ sir4' met ivifelv i^ kà oount- 
léM circtes, imist alw&ys^eudevihftittciinrtoin; 
mterestin^y and attractive to the stranger^ 
«ho, vithowtibiss ov prejudlice, s^eeks ia rt^ 
sitiitg * fbreiga land to compavpe it» babie^ 
and maniiéra «ith bi» <ntn ]^ atid'who,, cainâitt 
enôugh to grant to eacK naUoA it« ovn {>^ 
cuHar meiit, is still wïlHng lo chëil«h tha6 
nattitrf' and'w^'ptrelbwHeey leadiMg toi «tiïl 
gratskun^ cOtivibSfoti', thwt 

•* ÏTle /rit, ï«i c»mari/ ever û at home*" , 
EMD OF VOL. I. 
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